Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



LSEARCH uBflARIES 



I 07576973 1 



c/O 




/" 



w^ 



""i 



/ f- •• 



./ 






/ >: ■'^. 



/» 



r 



I 



SEAWARD'S NAERATIVE 



HIS SHIPWEE CK. 




;NEW.T0RK: 
akper and brothers, olifr-bt 

1843. 



SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE 



0» 

HIS SHIPWRECK, 

IHB OOHSBQUIHT 

DISCOVERY OF CERTAIN ISLANDS IN THE CARIB- 
BEAN sea: 

WITH SXTAIU 09 KZ8 BXSISBICOB TBXllX, 

AND or VABIOUB XZTBAOBDINABT AND HIGHLY INTKBS8T- 

INO XVXNTB IN HIS LIFE. 

EDITED BY MISS JANE ^ORTER. 

ABBIDOBD AND BBTI8BD. 



NEW-YORK: 
harper and brothers, 82 0Lirr-8T. 

1843. 



THB NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LlCtt A RY 



AiTOR. l.rr.":'>X AND 
TILDEN lifUNUATIOHS 

B ^ 



>«-*- 



J 



Entered, according^ to Act of Congress, in the year 1843, by 

UaRPEB 6c BftOl-HSRS, 

In the Clerk's Office of the Southern District of New-York. 



PREFACE 

OF THE AMERICAN EDITOR. 



This delightful narradTe has passed through 
various editions in England, and was some years 
ago republished in this country. Scarcely any 
work of the kind, indeed, enjoys a higher or more 
deserved popularity. Still, the great charm and 
interest of the book centre in that portion of it 
which gives an account of the simple, Crusoe-like 
life of Sir Edward and his Eliza, before they were 
disturbed in their retirement by the intrusion of 
others, or by their own ambitious dreams of wealth 
and worldly distinction. In the one instance they 
exhibit the rare and beautiful spectacle of two lov- 
ing hearts needing nothing for their happiness but 
communion with their God 'and with each other; 
in the other, we contemplate them simply as ordi- 
nary mortals in the common circumstances of hu- 
manity, and influenced by its usual passions and 
frailties. Hence, the present editor was induced 
to attempt such an abridgment of the work as would 
retain, nearly entire, what he considered to be its 
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most instructive as well as interesting portion, 
omitting, with the same freedom, whatever he 
deemed miessential to the completeness and miity 
of the picture he wished to present. It is proper, 
also, to state, that of the verbal alterations which 
have been made, some were rendered necessary by 
the abridgment itself, while others were adopted 
for the sake of greats clearness 6r accuracy. 
The editor's only desire has been, to make the 
narrative both more pleasing and mote profitable 
to the reader. 



SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE. 



CHAPTER 1. 

Born of honest parents, whose means were just 
sufficient to give a common education to their chil- 
dren, I have neither to boast of pedigree nor of leam-> 
ing ; yet they bequeathed to me abetter inheritance 
--^a stout constitution, a peaceable disposition, and a 
proper sense of what is due to my superiors and 
equals: for such an inheritance I am grateful to 
God and to them. 

I had not left school long when I felt an inclina^ 
tion to see foreign parts, and under this feelmg I de- 
sired earnestly to go to sea. But my poor dear moth- 
er would not hear of it, and I could not find tt in my 
heart to griete her, even for a moment : so I yielded 
up my inclination to my sense of duty, and during 
two years was content to assist my father in Xh» 
management of his little farm ; taking the diversions 
of fisMng and shooting, in their seasons, by way of 
amusement and recreation. At the ei^iration of 
this time my paternal uncle sent for me to Bristol, 
and placed me in his counting-house. Within a 
year from this event I lost my dear mother, on 
which occasion I returned to my parental roof to 
console my remaining parent, with whom I contin- 
ued a few months. During my stay on this melan- 
choly occasion I took some little part in the farm bu- 
siness ; but, having many unoccupied hours,^ I pass- 
ed most of them with our benevolent pastor, my for- 
mer kind schoolmaster, the Rev. Mr. William Gold- 
smith, between whose amiable family and my fa- 
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therms there had existed the kindest feeling from our 
infancy. 

One morning, as my father and I were talking over 
my future prospects m life, I received a letter from 
my uncle, in which he stated that he wanted me to 
go to Vii^ginia in one of his vessels as supercargo. 
I was delighted with the proposal, to which my dear 
father ^lade no objections, as he might hope soon to 
see me again. In a few days I took leave of our 
friends at t)ie parsonage and of my own family. At 
parting, my father gave me bis blessing and my moth- 
er's Bible ; and with these much-valued gifts I left 
the village of my nurture and nativity. 

My uncle received me kindly, and took much pains 
to instruct me in the business which he had appoint- 
ed me to manage. I was delighted with everytlung 
connected with my preparation for the voyage, and 
I sailed on the 6th of April, 1733, in the brig Mary, 
for America, with an assortment of goods. 

We arrived in the Chesapeake Bay on the 2d of 
June, which was considered a good passage, and on 
the following day proceeded up the river to Annap- 
ohs. On my arrival, our correspondent was civil 
to me, but that was all : he did not like a supercargo 
being sent in the vessel ; still, he gave me reason 
to think I had gained his esteem before we parted. 
He made me a present of a Virginia nightingale — ^a 
beautiful red bird about the size of a tlmish, with a 
feathery crest. "TTiis," said I to myself, "is for 
my aunt." I should have liked to have procured 
another for EUza Goldsmith; but, as I could not 
bring one for each of her sisters and my ovm also, 
I prudently gave up the wish. But I got some capi- 
tal tobacco-seed, which, with a few heads of Indian 
com and a few pumpkin seeds, I put up, they being 
intended for my dear father to try on his farm, as I 
thought those plants might, perhaps, tluive well in 
England. 

On the 8th of August I took leave of my friends 
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at Annapolis ; and after a stormy passage, but with 
a fair wind generally, we arrived at Bristol on the 
15th of September, to the great surprise' and delight 
of my uncle, who did not expect the brig for at least 
a month to come. I was much elated by the novel- 
ty and success of my voyage, and hastened to town 
as soon as we dropped anchor in King's Road. 
Quick as my movements were, he had received no- 
tice of my coming, and met me at the door of hi$ 
house. A crape on his. hat arrested my attention. 
Heart-struck, I cast my subdued eye on it ; then, 
looking at him earnestly, said, " Have I lost my fa- 
ther V Without answering, he turned and went into 
the house, and I foUowed Mm. 

" God's will be done, Ned !" said he to me ; " how 
many hogsheads of tobacco have you brought 
home V " My dear uncle," I replied, " my heart is 
too full to speak on business at present : let me re- 
tire for a few minutes, or go and see my aunt, and 
after that I will give you every information you de- 
sire." Saying this, I left him in the passage and 
went into the parlour, where I found my aunt, who 
always had been kind to me, but now was doubly so. 
She wiped the tear from my eye, and endeavoured to 
stay my grief by every comforting eiq)ression that 
goodness could suggest ; but nature would pay the 
tribute of sorrow, m spite of every attempt to pre- 
vent it. My aunt, perhaps tired of saying the same 
thing over and over again, now left me alone. In a 
short tifne I began to feel myself composed ; and 
she, retur&ing, told me the particulars of my dear old 
father's illness and death, which had taken place a 
month before. 

Tea was brought in, and my uncle followed it. 
He took me by the hand, saying, " Poor Ned ! thou 
hast a tender heart, poor boy ! but thy father was a 
good father, Ned, and it is honest and creditable to 
thee to show decent sorrow for the loss of such 
a parent. But he hasn't left thee anything, Ned; 

B 
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What little he had he has bequeathed to thy broth* 
er and sisters ; they are young, thou knowest : he 
thought thee might get thy own bread." " And he 
thought right, I hope^ dear uncle," I replied: ''he 
did nghteously, and I revere hns memory the more 
for taking care of the most helpless/* " But how 
many hogsheads of tobacco didst thou bring home« 
Ned V " Three hundred, sir ; but if you will allow 
me till after tea, I will then go with you into the 
counting-house, and give you every information 
you require respecting the cargo and the voyage." 
"^ouldst like to go again, Ned ?" " Yes, sir, cer- 
tainly, if it be your wish : after I have made a short 
visit to my bi^other and sisters, I should be Very glad 
to make a second voyage." " I don't think thee'U 
KO to Virginia again, Ned ; here is a letter for thee 
from my son Tom^ at the Bay of Honduras, and I 
think thee will find a proposal there more to ^y 
mind." I thought it right to do as he wished, and 
instantly read the letter) which, although from a 
near kinsman, was quite a letter of busmess, pro* 
posing that 1 should join him at Honduras, and that 
he would give me a share of the profits if I would 
reside there and allow him to return to England : he 
Would take the part in England his father had been 
managing, and I should step into his shoes there, as 
his father wished to retire^ I required time to con- 
sider of it ; and soon after, ^oing with my uncle to 
the counting-house, entered mto details on the sub* 
ject of my voyage. Throughout he was well sati&* 
fied, and frequently said I was " no fool," which ex- 
pression from him meant no ordinary compliment. 

The next day he asked me if I had made up my 
mind on the proposal to go to Honduras. I said I 
had been turning the subject over in my mind, and 
found that I could say nothing about it. ''What 
dost mean by that ?" exclaimed my uncle, testily. 
" I mean, sir," said I, " that, as I neither have mon- 
ey nor anything else but what I derive from yoU| 
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it does not become me to say a]i3rtlimg about it far- 
ther than that I am ready to do whatever you may 
think me qualified to undertake, and that will be for 
my welfare." " That'll do, Ned," said my uncle ; 
" I'll guide thee right, my boy, and Tom is no churl : 
he will not grudge thee a good outfit and thy fair 
earnings, "^t if he w^ere to, am I not thy uncle 
and his father ? and the staff is in my own hand ; 
I will make no difference between him and thee. 
Thou art a good boy, Ned, and I loved thy father; 
and thou hast shown thy willingness to lean on me, 
and be guided by me, and I will not disappoint thee 
in thy desire. Go into the country and visit thy 
brother and sisters ; and when thou retumest, the 
brig shall be ready to sail with an investment for 
Jamaica and the Bay." 

The Virginia^ nightingale had been brought on 
shore while I was closeted with my uncle. I had 
not said anything about it to my aunt for fear of 
some accident happening to it ; but I came into the 
parlour as she was admiring it. << La ! wluit a pret- 
ty bird, dear Edward ! who have you brought that 
pretty bird for?" i^e exclaimed. " For you, aunt, 
to be sure ; for whom else couldrl bring it f " <* Well, 
J thought so, dear Edward, but I was not quite sure ; 
for young people do behave themselves so ungra- 
ciously, nowadays, to their elder relatives, that I did 
almost wrong thee, my dear boy." ** Nay, aunt, you 
have always been kind to me, and I am mdeed hap- 
py in this opportunity of showing that I did not for* 
get my aunt when a wide sea divided me from her.'* 
'' You have not, Edward ; and you know I love you 
^ason. Will the bird talk, Edward 1 What do you 
call it, EdMrard V '' It is a Virginia nightingale, dear 
aunt" *'0h! then it is a singing-bird V *' Yes, 
Hunt, it sings a little, but not so sweetly as our 
Oightingale : it has received a larger share of beauty 
irom the hand of its Maker than the nightingale of 
England, but our nightingale far exceed^ it in melo* 
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dy.'' ^ That is as it should be, Edward — one hand- 
some, another clever ; to one riches are given, to an- 
other health, and so forth. God is wise and just, 
dear Edward ; but you have been taught to know all 
such things, from your good mother and Parson 
Goldsmith." " I hope so, auht," I replied ; " but have 
you any commands to Awbury ? (for so was then 
called the obscure village of my birth) : I am going 
there as soon as I have settled accounts with my 
uncle as to what I have been doinff in America.'' 
" I will trouble thee," said she, " with a little parcel 
for the girls, and my love ; and if canst borrow a pill- 
ion, I should have no objection to go behind thee, 
and see what they are all about." This last part of 
my aunt's speech rather embarrassed me. Much as 
I loved my aunt, I confess I felt no desire to ride a 
pillion horse on this occasion; But she was only 
jesting ; so that I had no reason to fear either vexa* 
tion or detention from this source. 

In a few days I finished with my uncle, and then 
made arrangements for paying the intended visit to 
my friends. I set out on horseback, with feelings 
of a very sober kind, and, being alone, had much 
time for meditation as I rode slowly along. I look- 
ed back on the happy days of my boyho^^ ; played 
with my fellows, in memory, on the green before 
the schoolhouse, and called to mind some of the old 

Eeople ; among others, my honoured father,. sitting 
eneath the venerable elm there, in its full maturi- 
ty of three htmdred years. I beUeved then that the 
world could not boast such a man nor such a tree. 
I thought, also, with pleasure on my revered pas- 
tor and schoolmaster, who was meek and kind- 
hearted to all, and who managied to make his boys 
scholars without using either the birch or the ferule. 
He was, indeed, more anxious to teach us our duty 
than our Latin ; but he contrived to teach us both. 
Tlie kindness of his nature seemed to kindle a kin- 
dred feeling throughout the school, so that we felt 
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#9pQsed to help esu^h otb.er, and did so, and lost no- 
thing, but gained much in the brotherly task : he 
k>v^ mv father, and Im family and ours were like 
one. ; The nearer I approached the village, the more 
impatient I became to arrive : I thought on my sis- 
ters, and tiieir ftiends his daughters, every moment 
with increasing animfttion; so I gave Dobbin the 
$giwc, and, gradually quickening my pace, soon came 
up to our gate at a, bnsk canter» Mv sisters receiv- 
ed me most affectionately, and quickly sent for my 
brother, who happened to be out. He came, and the 
meeting was affecting : we saw ourselves agaiu aU 
together, but our parents Were no more with their 
cmldren ; we looked on the place where they were 
wont to sit, and wept. 

By degrees my brother entered on family affairs : 
I soon mentioned to him my unde's intention of set- 
tling me at Honduras as a nier<^i^nt ; and I express- 
ed a hope that fortime would favour me, so that I 
might be able to i^ovide for my sisters. This kind 
seiitiment towanls them was as kindly received by 
them ; but the youngest said she would not wait the 
event of fortune-making, but would go with me. *' I 
wfil send for you, dear Maria," said I, " when I am 
fairly settled, if ytm should then like to come." '* I 
will go with you, Edward," she replied, " unless you 
can prevail on Kliza Gk)ldfiamth, to be your guardian 
angel."- Though dbe said this playfully, and, per- 
haps, a little apprehensively, 1 felt as if electrified 
by the unexpected appeal. Certainly I had always 
been sensible to a sentiment of a peculiar character 
for EHza Goldsmith : I felt it ifias not exactly like 
that which I bore to my sister Maria, though it seem- 
ed to connect their images in my thoughts. I had 
seen several beantifol and amiable women abroad, 
but they could not bear comparison with Eliza Gold- 
siiuth: Eliza's sweet smile was, in truth, always 
playing round me ; and, doubtless, it was the mem- 
ory of what that aweet sna^ft %^ ^aciSs&^Sii?! «!5p«^- 
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ed, which had unconsciously fixed my affection. 
Thus I had been calm, almost happy, during my ab- 
sence from Eliza ; fo^ nothing had occurred to make 
me discover what lay hidden in my heart ; but now 
the tumult of my feelings awakened my suspicions, 
and my agitated answer confirmed Maria's. *' Eliza 
Goldsmith," I said, " leave her happy home for me ! 
leave father, sisters, for .me!" and I believe I said 
the last words in a way that would have shown a 
child my deep affection. Then I added, in an alter- 
ed tone, ** Eliza Goldsmith would never think of Ed* 
ward Seaward as you seem to wish, Maria." 

I sighed deeply; Maria smiled; but she soon 
grew serious, and said, ** You know, Edward, that 
Eliza is sincerity itself; indeed, she has not a feel- 
ing that she need be ashamed to own. From the 
hour that she became sensible to your decided pref- 
erence for her — ^your, love, I wiU say — she never 
tried to conceal her great affection for you." 

" Became sensible to my preference ! my love t 
Maria, I never thought — never dared — surely, I nev- 
er could have said anything — " 

" Never purposely, I dare say, Edward," replied 
Maria; "nor anything that would be directly un- 
derstood by other people ; but Eliza could not re- 
main blmd to what we all saw. It was plain to 
every one of us, that when Eliza was present you 
never missed any other creature ; that you were 
even more proud of her approbation than of dear 
Mr. Goldsmith's ; that you were always contriving 
how you could give her pleasure. When she was 
sick, don't you remember how you watched every- 
body's looks in the house, and how kind and affec- 
tionate you were to her after her iUness ? It was 
not long after her recovery, just when you went to 
Virginia, that she told me she wouM die single un- 
less Heaven should bless her by making her your 
wife." 

*^ Maria! dearest Maria!" I said, and embraqed 
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her, not being able to complete what I wished to - 
say. While I kept silent (for I was wholly over- 
come with the suddenness and sweetness of this 
surprise), my sister went on telling me several 
things, which were doubly ffrateful to my feelings, 
a3 giving me fresh proofs of Eliza's attachment, and 
of her superiority over all other women in that 
frankness which is only to be found in generous 
and noble characters. 

At last I recovered my ordinary powers, and, 
thankiiur my sister her the kindness in showing me 
where f might find a treasure beyond value, I said, 
'^ If it be really so, Maria, Edward Seaward is the 
happiest of happy men. But to ask Eliza Goldsmith 
to go with me to such a climate ! to marry Eliza, 
and bury her among people that would not compre- 
hend her ! no, I cannot be so selfish. Did I not re- 
fuse to take you with me, dear sister, because I love 
you ? and ought I not to let the, same motive prevail 
against my vnsh for such a companion as Eliza ? I 
must not think of it ; I will act as becomes the pu- 
pil of her excellent father." 

<< Well, well, this is all very fine," said my elder 
sister ; '* but I think, before you make rash resolu-* 
tions, you had better come with us to the parsonage, 
and see how you feel about it in Eliza's company." 

This remark set us all on foot ; and it being now 
nearly sunset, we went forth to visit the dearest 
friends of our early years. How happy was my 
old master to^ see me ! how rejoiced the girls ! 
EUza only was silent ; but, as I took her hand, there 
was something in its tremour and in her shaded eyes 
that showed there wbs an anxious feeUng at ner 
heart, which prevented her from entirely sharing 
her sisters' joy, or from welcoming me with the 
cheerful kindness they did. They talked, she was 
silent: I was surprised, disappointed, bewildered; 
it was not the reception I hsui fooUshly expected ; 
yet I endeavoured to keep xxx^ «^\t^ ^^^^^»^ ^'Ok^sss 
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foiHid I could not continue conversation ; first I be- 
came silent, then serious, then depressed. I now 
found that, although I had not been six hours in the 
viUage, the Goldsmiths already knew of my intend- 
ed residence in America, and the subject was ac- 
cordingly brought forwaid by^ them, and variously 
commented on. Each member of the family had a 
hope, a fear, or a solicitude to express. One sought 
to encourage me, another to dissuade me from ac- 
cepting my uncle's offer. Eliza remained silent : 
I wished to know her opinion, but I had not the 
courage to say so. I suppose my looks asked for 
it, for at length she said, 

"Edward, the providence of God is with you, 
whether in England or in the solitary desert : be not 
dissuaded from doing that which, in yoitf own mind, 
you may think right." 

There was a noble firmness in her voice as she 
said this, although her eyes had tears in them. On 
meeting those sweet eyes, I got up from the place 
where I was sitting between my dear sister and Miss 
Goldsmith, and seating myself beside Eliza, took 
her hand, and, turning towards her, would have spo- 
ken, but could not : tier hand trembled a little, yet 
she looked on me with a sweet and settled compo- 
sure, which gradually shed & calm over my agitated 
feelings. 

I cannot now repeat what we said to each other 
about my removal to a distant land, having no dis- 
tinct remembrance of it, we were both so deeply 
moved : all I am sure of is, that I did not speak of 
love. Our hearts, indeed, were already united ; and 
I think Eliza felt, as I dd, that alter this evening 
ttiey never could be separated. 

The tea called us round the table, over which we 
conversed on past times with great delight. 

" Do you remember," said Eliza, " when you 
taught me through this window how to know wheth- 
er &e moon is in its increase or in its wane V* 



^ 
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<< I do remember it, dear Eliza," I replied : " it was 
the young moon, a simple curved line, showing it- 
self nearly where the sun had set ; and I remember 
— ^yes, I well remember the words you then said to 
me, as we looked upon it, but I may not repeat 
them." " Oh, repeat them, repeat them !" every 
one exclaimed ; " surely you cannot be ashamed of 
anything Eliza said." I looked at her : the bright 
colour heightened on her cheeks, but she was not 
confused. "I will repeat them myself, Edward," 
said she, '^ as they must be told : I said, ' Thou art 
my sun, dear Edward, and I thy faithful moon, 
watching thee in the west.' " " That was precisely 
it, my dear Eliza," I rejoined; " and may it be pro- 
phetic !" 

In these few ardent words I had avowed my at- 
tachment, and finished the cruel struggle between 
my desire of having her the partner of my exile, and 
my unwillingness to take her from a peaceful home. 
She was silent for a moment or two, but her eyes 
spoke the while most eloquently ; she turned them 
alternately from her father to me, and, resting them 
at last on me, said, in a very low yet firm voice, *' I 
have long believed in your love for me, Edward Sea- 
ward — ^now you assure me of it. To-morrow you 
leave Awbury : I cannot conceal what I feel at the 
possibility of another separation. My father—my 
sisters! you know his worth: you will not think 
slightingly of your poor Eliza's delicacy, if now, be- 
fore you all, she confesses her deep affection. Ed- 
ward, dear Edward, I should pine and die were you 
to go alone to the dreadful country you are destined 
for : may it now be our fate to live or die together." 
Before she had finished I drew near to her, and,, 
snatching her hand, pressed it to my lips : a hallow* 
ed tear, seen only by the eye of Him who looks into 
the heart, fell upon it — ^it was the seal of Edward's " 
faith— it was not unperceived. I kissed that dear 
band again and again, with difi&<c\)2iX^ "^vz^^S^sD&iShs^^ 
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few words of devoted affection, and sat down by 
her with a delightful consciousness that she was 
mine. 

The feelings of all present were highly excited ; 
tears flowed apace, or stood in the eyes of each, and 
my dear sister Maria kissed us both, weeping tears 
of joy. Mr. Goldsmith sat the wMle without speak- 
ing, but with a serious gravity which somewhat 
awed me ; yet his habituS kindness prevented his 
presence, or even his demeanour, from being a check 
upon the honest sentiments of our united families on 
such an occasion ; and be knew the character of his 
youngest daughter too well to impute her conduct to 
anytmng but innate dignity and innocence. It was 
now his turn to add a word : " My children," said 
he, " we will sleep on this, and talk it over to-mor- 
row." 

Thus we passed the time until our departure for 
the farm ; and our returning walk was even more 
happy than when ^ing thence, under the exhilara- 
tii:^ influence of high anticipation. 

On the morrow we again visited our friends at the 
parsonage, and spent the day with them — a Ion? and 
nappy day ; and a few days more completed my 
present visit to my native village. I had arranged 
ever3n^ng with my revered tutor and pastor, and 
he promised to confide to me his beloved daughter. 

I left them early on the morning of the 36th of 
September, with a promise quickly to return ; my 
horse went lazily home, and I felt no disposition to 
hurry him. I had my hopes and fears as to the fu- 
ture. The past was, for the time, blotted from my 
memory, if 1 except the happy days so lately passed 
at Awbury ; and those days seemed to constitute my 
present existence. 

I arrived late in the evening at my uncle's, and 
was glad that he had gone to the club ; so,, after ta- 
king tea (quietly with my aunt, I retired to rest. In 
the mommg we met at breakfast : the old gentle- 
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man was happy to see me, talked oVer the business 
at Honduras, told me the brig Was getting ready) 
Hhat we were to touch at Jamaica, land some of the 
cargo there, aiid take in lumber, with other sirticles) 
for the Bay ; and that his correspondent at Kingston 
Would put me in the way to obtain a few useful 
things tor my better accommodation at St. George's 
Key, whei^ his son had resided for nearly a year, in 
little better than a negro hut. I heard him with 
courteous attention, and then thought it right for the 
purpose now nearest my heart to say, ^' Dear uncle, 
may I ask you one or two questions V '* Certain-^ 
ly, Ned I certainly ! a hundred, if you like, so they 
iJe short ones." " Then, first, uncle, how long do 
you suppose I may have to stay there ?" " Till you 
make so much money, Ned, that you cannot spend 
it without coming to England t k^ep that in mind) 
boy ; so make ha^te in your calling." " Well, but, 
sir, that may not be accomplished as long as I live." 
*^ Oh, yes, Ned ; t don't think thee hast a great stom<* 
ach for wealth.*' " But, sir, you wished my ques« 
tions to be short ; will you have the kindness to 
Inake the answers so? May t be five, or six, or 
seven, or ten years at St. George's Key V "Yes, 
perhaps you may : not less than five or six years, 
certainly." "Then, my dear uncle, I should not 
like to live there a bachelor, and pelrhaps get into 
immoral connexions, that would degrade me in my 
own eyes, and in the opinion of those I love." The 
old gentleman laughed immoderately ; stood up, held 
his sides, and laughed and coughed, estclaiming at 
intervals, f* Ned, you will be the death of me !" I 
knew not what to think of this ; but my aunt made 
him sit down, saying, "Mr. Seaward, our nephew 
is right ; I like his sentiments." " He is an ass, and 
you are sr fool," he replied, looking sternly at her ; 
" I don't want any of^your prudery and nonsense ; I 
will talk to him." The old lady walked wi^n '«»&' 
left us together. 
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My heart now sunk within me. In im&ginationi 
I had already beheld my dear Eliza living with me 
in ease and affluence, enjoying the bright sunshine 
of my prosperity under the patronage of my uncle. 
A cloud now hung over me, which I expected to 
burst with a thunder-storm the minute my aunt quit- 
ted the room. But my uncle was a wa^ m his way : 
he began to laugh immoderately again; then, re- 
covering himself, said, " Thee wouldst follow the 
good book^s advice, eh, NedV and continued his 
laughing fit. He was at length able to resume : 
" That's it, Ned, eh ? but where is the wife to be 
had at so short a notice? We cant give an order 
for her— Bale No. 1, marked E. 8., Ned, ehV' He 
then took another hearty laugh, and became quiet. 
1 was now at ease, being convinced that he was iix 
no surly humour, but the contrary, and thought this 
my auspicious moment. I at once told lum the 
whole aifair of my enga^ment to Eliza Goldsmith. 
He heard me out in a busmess-like manner, and after 
some pause, said, " Well, Ned, it's your affair, not 
mine, and, if you are bent on it, I'll do my part. 
How the speculation will turn out thee don't know, 
and I can't tell thee : these sort of articles that we 
take for better for worse, not being allowed to try 
the sample, don't always answer expectation ; but 
thee mayst be more fortunate than some other peo- 
ple ; and, as there is no time to lose, get thy busi- 
ness done ; and, if thee likes, we will put her and 
thee in the manifest." He finished by shaking me 
by the hand kindly and warmly, saying, " Ned! mar- 
ried or single, I will always be as a father to thee, 
boy." I hope I thanked him as I ought : I am sure, 
if I thanked him as I wished, I did thank him as I 
ought. He desired me to return the next day to 
Awbury, and finish my business. 

On the morning of the next day, after wishing me 
a prosperous journey, he put a little parcel into my 
hand for my bride, which I had the happiness to de- 
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liver before night : it was a himdred-poiind bank 
note — a very acceptable wedding present. Time 
pressed haxd ; there^was no opportunity for calling 
in church, and I must return to Bristol, and employ 
a proctor to procure a license. My uncle, on seeing 
me, and learning the cause of my being so soon 
back, was rather testy about the delay ; it being of 
great importance to get the brig off, as the month 
of October was advancing. I could not obtain the 
hcense under ten days ; but, that we might make the 
most of the interval, I requested my dear uncle and 
aunt to invite my sister Maria and EHza Goldsmith 
to Bristol, that they might have the opportunity of 
seeing their niece and my intended ; and, moreover, 
I considered that the two young gentlewomen, in 
paying this visit, would be enabled to make a good 
use of my uncle^s kind present for Eliza^s outfit. 
My request was instantly complied with, and the in- 
vitation joyously acpepted. 

My uncle was equally delighted with his niece 
and with her friend, but Eliza was evidently my 
aunt's favourite : she went with her everywhere, 
chose everything, bought everjrthing, while the dear 
girl received wiOi tha^dulness the attentions of the 
old lady. 

The important paper was at length obtained, and 
my worthy uncle, with his spouse, proposed to ac- 
company us to^Awbury : we set off, a nappy party. 
Mr. Goldsmith received us with his usual kincbiess ; 
the wedding followed, and my uncle was in high 
spirits, which often burst forth in boisterous joy. 

On the morrow we took an affectionate leave of 
our dear friends. Our feelings were deep and vari- 
ous : there was little said at parting, but much ex- 
pressed by that natural language which the over- 
flowing heart never fails to manifest. My aunt and 
uncle first stepped into the coach ; I then handed in 
my dear Eliza, and she had scarcely take^ her seat 
when an miexpected volunte^x %\j[ca5«i|»i«s^^'^^^^'^^ 
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" Who are you 1" cried my uncle. " Ah, poor Pi* 
dele," said Eliza, '^ I had overlooked you in takinff 
leave of my friends." She patted him kindly, and 
was handing him out to the servant, when the dotf 
(a beautiful little spaniel of King Charleses breed) 
turned back his hesul to look once more on his fa* 
vourite mistress, and whined so piteously, that my 
uncle, who observed it, exclaiilied, " No, no !" and 
stretching himself forward, so as to be h^ard by the 
group without, said, " Let the little fellow go with 
her ; he has a warm heart towards her, and a good 
one too. Dogs never change, though men some-* 
times do t no allusion to you, Ned." " Take him, 
£liza," they all said, and I more emphatically than 
any of the rest : I was aiFected in witnessing the 
attachment of this dumb creature to one to whote I 
Was myself so devotedly attached. My sister Ma- 
ria and I then got into the carriage, and with many 
adieus from the windows we set forward, and, af- 
ter a pleasing journey of a few hours; arrived at the 
door of my uncle. 

J<fext day we went soberly and tiiligently to work 
to prepare for our departure. However, there was 
yet much to be done. I had frequent conferences 
with my uncle at the counting-house, and at length 
he gave me my instructions in writing, with letters 
to Mr. Dickinson at Kingston, and others for my 
cousin at Honduras. 



CHAPTER IL 

Wk sailed from Bristol oii the 30th of October, 
1733, with a fine breeze from the eastward. On go- 
ing down the River Avon in a boat, to join the brig 
at King's Road, Eliza was charmed with the scene- 
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ry on each sid6 of the banks. St. Vincent's Rocks 
presented a sublime object on the right side ; and 
those on the left, covered with wood from the wa- 
ter's ed^e to their summits, rivalled in their beauty 
the sublimity of the perpendicular precipices oppo- 
site. " I shall never forget this scene," she observ- 
ed, "it is so impressive." She then little thought 
that the time was not far distant when her abode 
would be under such a rock — equally precipitous, 
but more gigantic. 

The wind was fair: we sailed down the Bristol 
Channel with fine weather and smooth water. It 
blew fresh from the northwest after passing Lundy 
Island, and for ten days we proceeded jocundly ; 
but a long continuance of contrary wind, with rain 
soon after, bs emblematic of human life, altered our 
condition and our feelings. Eliza was very sick, 
and the captain was in baS humour, so that we were 
far from comfortable ; but the wind changed asain, 
and with it returned our lively sense of present hap- 
piness, if Lmay so express it, Such are the events 
th^t modify earthly enjoyment. In three weeks we 
£0t into the tradorwinds, when, with studding-sails 
below and aloft, the vessel glided along smoothly 
and jdeliffhtfully. In little more than five weeks we 

gassed urough the Mona Passage, between Porto 
ico and Hispaniola, and on the forty-second day 
after quitting the Bristol Channel we made the east 
end of Jamaica. The high blue mountains present- 
ed a most magnificent spectacle ; and when we ap- 
proached near enough to discern Che trees and plan- 
tations, we were charmed by the superb face of the 
country. 

A negro pilot came on board as we neared Port 
Royal. Eliza was a good deal struck by his ap- 
pearance, and by his manner and way of speaking, 
which, being nothing new to me, I hardly noticed ; 
I had seen such in Virginia. Biit for her, there was 
inuch that was interesting; ha v(^^^\r>Anjs^^ssss^^ 
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eye at the moment, the representative of the whole 
negro population ; and this drew from her some ob- 
servations alike creditable to her head and heart. 
We soon hauled round Port Royal Point, the sandy 
foundation of a small town of little importtuice; 
but many years ago, on the space we now sailed 
over, its ancestor had stood, a place of great wealth 
and elegance ; and they say, like Sodom and Go- 
morrah, it became the seat of all licentiousness, and 
was swallowed up by an earthquake in 1693. 

We had nothing to do at Port Royal, therefore 
did not drop anchor, but worked up to Kingston 
against the Seabreeze, and came to off the town 
just as the breeze was dying away. Mr. Dickinson, 
my uncle^s friend, was absent in the country at his 
pen ; we therefore determined to remain on board 
all night, and did so. About nine o'clock next 
morning we received a visit from him, and much 
courtesy, he insisting that we should take up oiir 
residence at his pen during our stay in the island, 
which we gladly accepted, and accordingly accom- 
panied him on shore. After I had delivered my 
letters to him, and made some arrangements with 
respect to the cargo, he drove myself and wife out 
into the country, where we were agreeably enter- 
tained by our friend's hospitality, and the novelty 
of all we saw. 

I returned with him in the morning to Kingston, 
to business, leaving my dear wife behind ; and this 
was our daily practice, going back again a little be- 
fore supper -time. The part of the cargo for the Ja^ 
maica market was landed. American lumber, as 
plank^, shingles, &c., together with American flour 
m barrels, some maize or Indian com, together with 
island produce, as coffee, sugar, &c., constituted 
the cargo for Honduras. Mr. Dickinson gave me 
an appSling account of the place we were bound 
to. He said, St. George's Key, where my cousin 
resided, was nothing better than a large sandli^Euakt 
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that the town of Bali^, on the main-land, consisted 
of a few wretched houses on the south side of the 
river of that name, and that the whole country, for 
nearly a hundred niiles in every direction, was little 
better than a swamp covered with mangroves ; that 
there was neither beef nor mutton to be had ; that 
the innabitants passed most of their time up the 
jcountiy, cutting logwood and mahogany ; that they 
lived, on Irish salted provisions, American flour, and 
maize, and looked to fish and turtle as their only 
resource for fresh provisions. This was a sad pros- 
pect. ** No woqder," said I, ** that my cousin Tom 
desires to return to England." I must confess, the 
account from Mr. Dickinson disheartened me not a 
little, and I thought it right not to conceal what I 
had heard from Eliza. ^' Well," said she, " but we 
shall be together^ Edward; happiness is not meat 
lior drink, but peace and contentment ; and, under > 
privations, we may be induced to seek that happi- I 
BOSS where sdone it can be found." My heart owned I 
the support it had received : I was again at ease, 
and attended to the completion of our cargo with 
cheerfulness. . 

All being ready on Saturday, the 22d of December, 
the captain determined to sail the next day, viz., 
Sunday, the 23d, on which holy day, for some fan- 
ciful reason or superstition, sailors like to put to 
sea. By Mr. Dickinson's advice I was to buy two 
or three goats^ and a$i mmj fowls, and di^cks, and 
Guinea-fowl as the coops would hold, for stock on 
our arrival at St. George's Key, the probability be- 
ing that I should find a *^ plentiful scarcity," as he 
expressed it, of such things at piy cousin's residence. 
I had therefore to go into the negro market on Sun- 
day morning, the market-day in Jamaica. I told 
JBliza of my object, and she desired to accompany 
me, yet not without passing a severe but just cen- 
sure on such an unchristian usage in a Christian 
oolony . The market waa bal^L Vxi ^^a:^^* ^\x^«^^\»%^sssS^ 
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we saw it full of negroes, male and female, with all 
sorts of fruits, and vegetables, and poultry : it was 
a ffTOtesque scene, ana, although I had been on this 
side of the Atlantic before, it was perfectly novel 
to me. We bought two goats with kid, a dozen 
fowls, as many Muscovy ducks, half a dozen Guinea- 
fowl, a ffreat quantity of yams, and plantains, and 
coccos (a sort of potato), some shaddocks, and 
oranges, and limes, a few pumpkins and watermel- 
ons, half a dozen fine pineapples and as many musk- 
melons, some capsicums and bird-peppers, and two 
large sugarcanes : Mr. Dickinson's negroes took our 
stock on board. 

The brig was under weigh at eleven o'clock, and 
we ran down to Port Royal, a distance of eight or 
nine miles, in little more than an hour. With the 
same fine breeze we stood out to sea, and shaped 
our course to the southward, to keep clear of the 
Pedro Shoals, though this, by-the-way, was not our 
proper route : we should have kept between those 
shoals and the island of Jamaica ; but it was the 
captain's obstinacy, or fate, not to do so. In the 
evening we were becalmed, Portland Point being 
just discoverable from deck ; and during the night 
we made little or no headway. About t]u*ee o'clock 
in the morning (Monday, d4th), the wind off the land 
reached us, and carried the brig a few leagues far- 
ther to the southward. Early in the forenoon the 
trade-wind set in, very frosh from.E.N.E., when 
the captain, considering himself clear of the Pedro 
Shoals, edged away a little to the westward ; and 
finding, by observation at noon, that he was well to 
the southward, Ihe brig was kept away west, the 
trade-wind continuing to blow steadily from the east- 
ward, but sometimes froshening almost into a gale. 
We found by our rockoning, on Tuesday at noon, 
that we must have run nearly two hundred miles 
during the last twenty-four hours. 

The wind began now to slacken, and veered to 
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the N.E. and N.N.E. in squalls, it looking some* 
times very black to windward^ so that from time to 
time we were under the necessity of taking in sail. 
But the sea had got up, and the motion of the vessel 
became very uneasy : therefore it was necessary to 
lash and secure the hencoops on deck, and every- 
thing in the cabin and staterooms, as safely as pos- 
sible. Towards evening the weather was still more 
unsettled; sometunes perfectly calm, yet tilie sea 
ihuch agitated; sometimes blowing a fine steady 
breeze from the eastward, which induced the cap- 
tain a^ain to set the topgallant sails ; then suddenly 
choppmg round with a heavy squall from the N.W., 
and obliging us to clew up all sail. I requested the 
captain, as night was coming on, to hand the main- 
sail and topgsUl^t sails, and close-reef the topsails ; 
and, being made snug, to lay to under easv sail till 
daylight, as we were now approaching tne main- 
land, where the shoals and rocks were numerous, 
and not accurately laid down on the chart. But he 
would not consent to heave the vessel to, although 
he made her snug ; he would keep his course, to get 
in under the island of Rattan in the morning, if pos- 
sM)le, and I was obUged to yield to his determina- 
tion. 

One of the men said we should have a hurricane : 
" The hurricane months are over, you blackguard," 
replied the captain, angrily. The man, however, 
appeared to know what he was talking about, and 
I, for one, believed him ; but the captain only laugh- 
ed at him after his choler had subsided. I then\ 
thought it quite time to insist on the dead lights 
being put in, to secure the cabin windows agamst 
the violence of the sea, if it should break against 
them ; and well it was that I was firm to have it 
done ; for the windows were scarcely secured when 
it began to thunder, and the rain fell in torrents : it 
was one cascade of water from the hea.y«Q&> ^^ 
poor dear wife had gone be\ow Vs^ua XJofc c^jsto-'^NsK^** 
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before the storm came on : she had bee|i induced to 
Ao 80 by the awful blackness that totally overspread 
the sky, which until then had been cheeringly bright 
in some one quarter or other ; and, although I did 
not remain on deck five minutes after her, I was 
thoroughly wetted to the skin. I had scarcely en- 
tered the cabin, when the wind rose suddenly, and 
with such violence that the brig in an instant seem- 
ed on her beam ends. At this moment I thought I 
lieard some one fall down the companion ladder. 
The hurricane had blown the sails to ribands, but the 
crew succeeded in getting her before the wind. The 
vessel being a little steady, I went to see who or 
what it was that had made the unlucky tumble, and 
found it had been my two goats, which in the bustl^ 
and confusion had probably attempted to take refuge 
m the companion, or else some one had thrown them 
there purposely out of the way, as the door was im- 
mediately closed after them, to keep the sea from 
rushinja; from the deck into the steerage and cabin. 
This circumstance, which at the time did not appear 
worthy of much notice, was nevertheless important, 
the hand of Providence having directed it. 

I now endeavoured to comfort my wife, whose 
strength of mind and kindness of heart bestowed re- 
ciprocal consolation on myself. " God will preserve 
us, my honoured love !^' said she : " I feel that we 
^e safe, notwithstanding this dreadful hurricane; 
but," she added, pressing my hand and moving it to 
her lips, " if we should be drowned, we shall £e to- 
gether, and shall not be separated— -we shall a^ain 
meet where we can part no more." Her feelings 
now overpowered her, and she fell on my neck and 
wept. I kissed awa^ the tears from her eyes, say- 
ing, " We will trust m the Almighty." 

I wanted to go on deck, but was not able to ef- 
fect it: the companion door would not move. I, 
however, got the people to open one of the side 
doors a htUe, and I peeped out. The storm howled 
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horribly, and the sea was all in a foam : the brig 
was running before the wind, sometimes from one 
point of the compass, sometimes from anoUier, just 
* as it happened to chop round, at which times the 
sea broke over her while she was veering to. Two 
of the hands and the yawl had been washed over^ 
board. We continued to be driven by the gale for 
eight or ten hours, I caimot tell in what dSection, 
but about two or three o'clock in the morning there 
was a cry of ** Breakers, breakers ! land ! breakers !'' 
Being no seaman, I could do no good on deck, but, 
hearing this, I got up the ladder to the companion 
door. All was again fast, and they could not open 
it : in fact, all hands were too much absorbed by the 
awfulness of their situation. In a few minutes the 
vessel struck, and we who were below were thrown 
violently on the cabin floor. The poor dog, our 
faithful Fidele, howled mournfully as he was driven 
to the farther end of the cabin, which, at such a 
moment, had a powerful effect on us. " We are in- 
deed lost !" said my wife, as she recovered a little 
from the fall she had I'eceived. I did not now wait 
to console her by my words, but renewed my efforts 
to force the companion door and get on deck. It 
was, however, perfect darkness where we were, and 
I could not find an3rthing to add to my own ineffectu- 
al strength, nor make any one on deck attend to 
toie : they could not hear me for the noise made by 
the howling of the wind and the breaking of the 
sea ; yet I sometimes heard them,^ and could di»- 
cover that they were cutting away the wreck of the 
mainmast, which lay over the side, and were ma^ 
king ready to get the long boat over the gunwale, 
to escape, if possible, from the perishing vessel. I 
now became frantic : I knocked with my hands and 
hallooed with all my power, but to no purpose. By 
accident I stumbled over an empty stone bottle at 
the foot of the ladder, with the bottom of whicto.X. 
iitnick the companion doot ^ Vv:^s;'ci&:<3 ^Cos^^ ^sqk.- 
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ceeded in arresting the attention of the captain. 
He unbolted it, sajring to me at the same time, ^' We 
are all lost I" btit ihaX the men were trying to launch, 
the longboat, our only chance ; for it was likely the 
brig woidd swamp in the breakers, and quite certain 
she would go to pieces in a few minutes ; and that, 
if Mrs. Seaward and I chose to go, we must be up 
in a second ; for, ^' look there !" said he, crying out 
at the same time, " another «hove, lads, and she^s all 
our own :" the long boat was launched, and I re- 
turned down the ladder with all speed. The vessel 
was lymg on her sta]i)oard side, the sea breaking 
over her bow and fore-chains ; but, from the positiop 
of a rocky island to windward, she was pretty quiet 
abaft and to leeward, so that a boat might hve under 
her lee, and I expected the captain would wait a lit- 
tle for us there. The moment } rejoined my dear 
wife, I ui^d her to accompany me ii^stantly to the 
deck, teUmg her our situation. " No !" said she, ^^ I 
will not stir, and you must not stir ; they will all 
perish: a boat cannot endure this storm. Let us 
trust in Qod, £dward," continued she, '' and if we 
die, we will die together." " It is done," I replied ; 
*^ we win not stir." " Then tell them so," cried she, 
hastily ; '^ and if you can lay your hand on the bread- 
bag in your way, it may be useful to them if they 
should survive this hour." I hastened to ascend, at .. 
which moment the brig seemed to right, and I was 
struck back by a column of water rushing down the 
companion, followed by the shutting to of its doors. 
She had swung off the noint of the reef, and the sea 
broke over her main cnains, she being upright. I 
now easily succeeded in getting on deck, but no 
boat was to be seen : yet now and then I thought I 
heard the voices of the miserable crew at some dis- 
tance on the brig's quarter, and sometimes I fan- 
cied I saw them, when the strong glare of the Ught- 
ning Ughted up everything aroUnd for an instant, 
leaving the succeeding darkness greater. The brig 
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soon took the ^ound again on a reef within, and 
heeled over as before, which threw me down the 
ladder ; the companion doors fortunately slamming 
to after me, as the sea instantly broke orer her fore 
and aft. My kind wife hastened to my assistance, 
but was herself thrown to the other side of the 
cabin. I was not hurt, so that in a little time I 
reached the place where she lay, and we crawled 
together up to windward, where we endeavotired to 
secure ourselves. More than an hour passed away • 
with us thus, in dismal darkness; but we enjoyed 
the light of God's presence, offering up prayer to 
him in short but emphatic ejaculations; and he 
heaj*d us: we felt the influence of his peace, and 
were resigned to his will. 

Our situation was awful : in all human probability, 
within one short hour we should be ingulfed by an 
overwhelming sea^ With arms folded about each 
other, we sat endeavouring^to keep our position, and 
^o remained till the heaving motion of the vessel 
gradually subsided, and at length became scarcely 
perceptible ; but she continued to lay over, nearly 
on her beam ends. I nov/ again attempted to reach 
the deck ; and as the ladder had been lashed, it was 
not displaced, notwithstanding all the shocks the 
vessel had sustained^ Ascending, I pushed open 
the lee half of the companion door, when a gleam 
of joy rushed upon me on perceiving that the day 
had dawned, aiid that the water to leeward was 
quite smooth. The brig now lying on the inner- 
most part of the reef, I discovered high land ahead 
and astern, and a fin6 sandy beach abreast of us, lit- 
tle more than a mile off. I hastened below to my 
dear wife, eifdlaiming, "Come to me, my love, 
comi6 on deck : it is daylight !" Without a word, 
she made her way to me and ascended the ladder. 
On emerging from darkness into hght, her feelings 
overcame her, and she poured forth her heart to 
God. After a few momenta ol ^"sJ^asi^^^^ ''^s^ 
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crept doPm to the lee ganwale of the quarter-deck : 
" YHiere is the boat, and our poor companions 1" she 
exclaimed ; " I do not see them !" " Perhaps," I re- 
plied, '^they are safely landed on yon beach, and 
will soon return to take us from the vessel." I now 
looked earnestly around me: the mainmast was 
gone, but the stump was standing ; the wreck of it 
had been cleared away. The foremast remained, 
but the fore-topmast was gone, and was hanging by 
its rigging forward : the booms were gone, the l^ats 
were gone, the gabbose was gone, the oinnacle gone. 
The hencoops alone remained in their places ; but 
all the fowls and Guinea-'fowls that were in the coop 
to leeward were drowned ; the ducks which were in 
the other coop survived, and also four fowls ; yet 
these seemed more dead than alive. All wa^ deso- 
lation on deck and aloft ; but the day had dawned, 
and the morning smiled serenely on us, while a 
gentle calm spread itself over the ocean all around. 
The land astern of the brig to the northward 
seemed high and well wooded, but our eyes were, 
attracted by the smooth sandy shore, where we 
wished and hoped to be ; ^d thus gazing, our atten- 
tion became gradually riveted on a promontonr 
which terminated the sandy beach to the southward, 
distant about three miles. The rising sun shone di- 
rectly upon it, and it was then that it arrested our par* 
ticular notice, indeed admiration, notwithstanding 
our critical situation. When these almost happy 
emotions had a little subsided, we looked in every 
direction for the boat, but looked in vain ; and then 
sad misgivings for the fate of the crew crossed our 
mind, which, even in spite of our consciousness of 
the mercy we had experienced, extended to our- 
selves ; for, although we felt an honest anxiety for 
the lives of our captain and his men, yet we depend- 
ed on them as a means, and, indeed, the only prob- 
able means, of our own escape from this uxiknown 
shore. In this suspense we continued for some 



SSAWARD^S NARRATIYS. 37 

hours, during which: time I fortunately thought to 
try the pumps. The brake of the starboard one had 
been shipped, but its bolt was twisted by some vio- 
lence so that it would not work. I could not find 
the other brake; and with great difficulty, after 
much hard exertion, I got the brake out, and shipped 
it with the bolt in the lee pump. I then went to 
work, and there was plenty to do : I kept pumping 
till I was quite exhausted, and the water still came 
up as abundantly as ever. I concluded the brig's 
'bottom was stove, so that, if we should beat off the 
reef into deep water, we must go down. 

About ten o'clock in the forenoon the breeze be- 
gan to set in from the sea from nearly E.N.E., and 
me brig worked fore and aft. I told my wife what 
my fears were, and that, if it should so happen, we 
must endeavour to get up in the fore-rigging, as the 
water in-shore of us could not be very deep, and 
take the chance of any escape from thence ^at 
might offer. She pressed my hand and looked like 
an angel in my face, but spoke not a word. 

The breeze freshened, and the sea beat a httle on 
the weather side of the brig. In half an hour her 
stem swung off into deep water, and she hung by 
the bow. She now righted, that is, became upright 
in the water, and, although no seaman, I had ssdled 
enough to know something about it: I therefore 
went immediately to the tifier to see if the rudder 
was gone, which I had every reason to expect, but 
it was not ; and at this discovery I rejoiced greatly, 
exclaiming, " The rudder is safe ; that's well !" My 
wife did not precisely understand this, but she felt 
security in my look, and thanked and blessed Grod 
for his goodness. The Seabreeze blew more freshly, 
but we still hung by the fore-foot on the ed^e of the 
reef. At length the brig broke adrift, having most 
likely torn off her false keel forward, and perhaps 
some of the coral rock which had held het. V^'m^ 
now all amaze, and did not kaoN^ -N^^^aX \a ^- '^'-"^^ 

1> 
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must be patient, Edward," said my dear wife ; "we 
shall go quietly on to the sand." The brig continu- 
ed to drift in towards a point of rock, close to which 
we saw a httle rivulet. On this rock I expected to 
be dashed in pieces, but the current directed us past 
it to the southward, so that the brig drifted between 
the reef to the eastward and the long beach to the 
westward, down towards the perpenficular mount- 
ainous height we had so attentively fixed our eyes 
on early in the morning, as forming the southern, 
extremity of the sandy beach. I was desirous to 
get the vessel under some command ; and, finding 
the fore-staysail yet whole, although the lee sheet 
had been carried away, I got the -weather sheet 
over, and was Me to set the sail. Her head now 
payed o£f, and she would steer : I therefore made up 
my mind to keep on as far as I could with safety, 
hoping to see some inlet, as the current there must 
indicate a passage somewhere ; but, if I could not 
discover one, to run her on the sandy beach. She 
went along cleverly for a vessel almost a wreck ; 
that is, she was not at all water-logged, and, conse- 
quently, in no danger of sinking. I soon approached 
iie mountainous promontory, which seemed to stand 
up before me like a mighty giant, forbidding my far- 
ther progress : I therefore determined to plump her 
on shore. The wind, by striking against the high 
land, blew directly from the east, which favoured 
my intention. I gut the hehn up, and that, together 
with the fore-staysail, brought her head to the west, 
and I ran for the beach close under the promontory. 
How great was my joy when I discovered an inlet 
not twice the vessel's breadth. I pushed into it, and 
in a few minutes found myself at the end of a little 
cove, with rocks on my larboard side, and a fine 
sandy beach on my right, with the same ahead. 
Here the brig struck, and her bow stuck fast, the 
shock throwing myself and my wife forward with 
great violence. " Blessed be God I" cried I, getting 
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up dnd shakingr myself; but my dear Eliza was stun- 
Zied by the fall, and it was some time before she re- 
covered. Eventful as our situation was, I thought 
of nothing but her : I sat down by her, and rubbed 
her hands between mine. She at length looked up 
and smiled ; then raising her arm over my neck, and 
kissing my forehead, as she was often wont to do, 
she said, ^' I thank God you are safe, my Edward !'^ 



CHAPTER m. 

Wk saw ourselves thus dehvered from the perils 
of the ocean, and placed in a state of security ; and, 
raising our hearts to the fountain of mercy, blessed 
God in thankfulness. It was, however, some time 
before we coUld collect ourselves ; but our self- 
possession at length completely returned, and we 
found ourselves in a snug place, the sea all on this 
6ide^ of the reef to far l^yond us being perfectly 
«mopth. 

" Poor Fidele !" suddenly exclaimed my wife, " it 
is only now that I remember thee ! I will go down 
into the cabin, and see whsit has become of my faith* 
ful little dog." " Yes, my Eliza," I replied, ** we 
will go down together ; and as we are in a safe 
place here, where the sea cannot break in upon the 
vessel, I will get out the dead hghts, and let the 
cheerful day and fresh air into the cabin by open- 
ing the windows ; we shall then see what we are 
about." The poor doff was overjoyed by the first 
admission of light and by our presence : he could 
not contain himself. To use a homely but express- 
ive phrase, he seemed as if he would jump out of 
his skin : his caresses were incessant, and he could 
only be restrained by his mistress taking him on 
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her knee. ^I soon succeeded in getting^ all the dead 
lights out, and we then saw the devastation that had 
t^eh place below — ^tables, chairs, swinging lamp, 
chests, trunks, and many other things, huddled to- 
gether, and some smashed to pieces. 

We now keenly felt our exhaustion, so that I ear- 
nestly wished to get Bomething to refresh my dear 
wife ; but I could not find either bread or an3rthing 
else at the instant. Soon, however, I laid my hand 
on a bottle of wine in one of the berths, and forcing 
in the cork, we each took a -small quantity ; then, re- 
clining on the after-lockers to repose ourselves a lit- 
tle, we both fell asleep. I suppose I slept some 
hours, for when I awoke I saw Eliza sitting by me, 
with Fidele at her side : she had bfeen watching me 
in my sleep. " Dear Edward," said sh6, " you nave 
taken a sweet rest : how delightfully the breeze 
blows in upon us through the cabin windows! I 
should now be very comfortable if we could find the 
boat with our companions." I arose, and set about 
hunting for some biscuit, and found the bag I had in- 
tended to throw into the long boat : it was hanging 
on a nail behind the ladder ; and there, at my feet, I 
saw our two goats, huddled together behind a ham* 
mock some one had stowed away in that place the 
preceding day. I brought the bag joyfullv, and we 
began to eat from it with thankfulness, taking a lit- 
tle sip of the wine now and then, which, in our ex- 
hausted state, was a great refreshment and support 
' to us. 

We now went upon deck, taking Fidele with us. 
One of the goats, I was sorry to fmd, in handling it 
as we passed, had its hind leg broken : we felt pity 
for the poor creature, but could not at that instant 
attend to it ; for it occurred to me that the bow of the 
vessel should be immediately secured by ropes to the 
rocks, as another hurricane might come on, and blow 
us out of the creek in which the good providence of 
God had havened us. There was plenty of rope left 
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on deck, as sheets, halliards, Ac, and with some of 
these I quickly got on shore, the laiiward side of the 
brig being close to the rock, and made them fast 
round large blocks of stone. 

While I was thus employed, my wife had taken 
the dead fowls tram the coops, and broken some bis*^ 
cult into small pieces, with which she fed the re- 
maining live ones. " We can eat one of the drown-" 
ed fowls," I obsenred ; " it will be a good dinner for 
us, and we want it." " I am not hungry," she repli- 
ed, "though you. must be so ;' but how can we 
make a fire ?" Here I was at a stand. There were 
firearms in the cabiU) unloaded, and consequently 
useless. I then bethought myself of the ship's spy- 
glass, and found it hanging safely in its bracket. 
'* This will do," said I ; " the great lens is a burn- 
ing-glass : I will step on shore with it, and Iwdle a 
fire, and you and Fidele sha^ go with me." 

We put a-couple of the dead fowls into our ba|^ 
with the remains of the biscuit and the bottle of 
wine ; and, by a little help, my dear wife and her 
dog, both overjoyed, once more trod the welcome 
earth. We did not proceed far without picking up 
some dry branches and dead leaves ; but, being in the 
shadow of a high precipice, intercepting the sun's 
rays to a considerable distance, I carried some 
'of my fuel to a place where he shone, and, unscrew- 
ing the spy-glass and taking out the large lens, in a 
short time I ignited the leaves by converging his 
rays, and thus kindled a fire. My dear helpmate set 
to work plucking the fowls, while, by the aid of 
plenty of dry sticks, I made a large fire, on the em* 
bers of which they were to be dressed. " We have 
no water," she said, " and I am indeed very thirsty." 
I did not know where to find water on board th^ 
brig, and therefore proposed to walk along under the 
rocks and look for a spring. But she did not like 
me to go out of her sight, fearing I should be surpri- 
sed by savages, who might be somewhere about, 

D3 
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though we had hot seen any. This idea had hot 
crossed my mind, but, now it was suggested, I con- 
fess it made me very uneasy. In consequence, we 
agreed to dress the fowls as fast as we could, and re- 
turn on board to eat them, where, perhaps, I might 
find some water. As soon, therefore, as we thought 
them eatable, I put them into the bag with the bis- 
cuit, and we retraced our steps hastSy to the brig, 
fearing every moment we might be surprised by 
some of the natives. 

On our return to the cahui, I was fortunate in find* 
ing water in a teakettle, which had slid into a cor- 
ner to leeward, uhder some things, without having 
been upset. This was a great boon in our present 
strait ; and, having drank of it greedily, we partook 
of our dinner with thankfulness. 

My filrst attention was directed to the repelling 
any attack from the natives, and I lost no time in 
getting down the three muskets, which were hang- 
mg securely in their fastenings. I knew where the 
captain kept the ball cartridges in his stateroom, 
which, being on the weather side when the vessel 
struck upon the rocks, was not blocked up at the 
door. I tried the fiints and loaded the muskets, and 
placed them on the after-lockers in the cabin, with 
which preparation for defence I was at present sat- 
isfied. 

We now set to work to put the furniture and oth- 
er things in their places, which we very soon ac- 
complished, and I was glad to find there was little 
damage done to them by being so tossed together. 
Before evening the cabin looked much as it used to 
do, and the vessel being in a perfectly safe and quiet 
inlet, we felt much comfort«in the possession of so 
desirable an asylum. 

We again went upon deck to look around for the 
boat and our companions, but they were not to be 
seen. To have a more extended view, I went up 
the fore-rigging, and had not ascended far when I 
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was enabled to see quite over the sandy beach, 
which seemed about half a mile broad ; and I was 
delighted to behold an extensive lake, or fine har- 
bour surrounded by land, immediately on the far-* 
ther side. At the first moment I uttered an excla- 
mation of surprise, and then endeavoured to ex- 
plain to Eliza what I saw. A confused idea cross- 
ed my mind that we were .somewhere on the Span- 
ish Alain, and on coming down I told her what I 
thought. " Well, be that as it may," said she, " we 
have felt that God is gracious, and we will rest en- 
tirely upon his providence." I wished her to land 
a^in, as I now had fireanns, saying we would 
walk under the rocks to the farther side of the isth- 
mus. " I will do so if you wish it," she replied, 
" but I think it would be better to defer it until the 
morning ; and, in the mean time, we can do some- 
thing for the poor goat that has broken its leg, and 
make some other arrangements here, for which 
there is much need." I instantly acquiesced, per- 
ceiving at once the reasonableness of the sugges- 
tion ; for I had been impelled to make the proposal 
' by curiosity, and nothing more. 

I got the poor goat on deck, and bound up its bro- 
ken leg in the best way I could ; then, bringing up the 
other, gave them half a dozen plantains, which they 
ate eagerly. ^ 

All our vegetable stock brought from Kingston 
had been put into the steerage in hampers. Into 
this place there was a door from under the com- 
panion ladder, but there was also a small hatch 
over it, which had been battened down during the 
gale, and I was obliged to remove it before I could 
make my way to anything below. Here were the 
sailors' berths and chests, and a few yams and plan- 
tains which they had provided to eat with their salt 
meat : they also kept a bag here for biscuits, and 
supplied it at their pleasure. Our first supply of 
biscuit was nearly exhausted ; but, on. findixM^^JK^-w 
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we gave the remainder in our baff, which was little 
more than dust, to the fowl^ and ducks that had sur- 
vived the storm : their feathers were now dry, and 
they looked quite cheery. The sun being set, we 
retired to our cabin, closing the companion door 
after us. Hitherto we had been satisfied with oc- 
casional bursts of gratitude to our heavenly Father 
for his providential care of us, but now we fell upon 
our kneeSi and with our whole souls rendered to 
Him the due sacrifice of praise and prayer. 

We lay down in peace and thankfulness ; but, not- 
withstanding this nappy frame of mind, our slum- 
bers were disturbed by the noises of the preceding 
night yet ringing in our ears. We arose with the 
dawn, the cool freshness of which was truly delight- 
ful : a couple of oranges, with biscuit, formed our 
breakfast ; and, still finding water iii the teakettle, 
we drank some of it, mixed with a little wine. 
" Now, my Eliza," said I, " will you venture on 
shore, and explore with me the other side of the 
isthmus V " Yes," she replied, " I will go cheerful- 
ly." I took two of the muskets, and gave her a 
boarding-pike to carry as a staff, and to have recourse 
to for defence, if necessary ; and, with our faithful 
little dog, we descended at one step from the brig's 
side to the rock. 

We proceeded to cross the isthmus close under 
the precipitous promontory, when, after walking 
about two hundred yards, I observed a chasm, in the 
recess of which our eyes were delighted witli the 
sight of many acacias and some other small trees. 
Havinff gained the summit of the sandhill, we sud- 
denly hsS a distinct view of the fine sheet of water 
beyond, with land on every side of it. The sea- 
breeze was faint, and the water but gently stirred by 
it. It was a charming scene : we stopped a few min- 
utes to gaze on it, and then proceeded to gain the 
margin of the lake. The rocks continued to be stu- 
pendous, but were less precipitous, being wooded 
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high up with palmettos and other small trees. When 
we came within about two hundred yards of the 
beach, they terminated abruptly, presenting a high 
firont to the west, opposite to which lay a low black 
rock, that stretched itself into the lake nearly one 
hmMhred yards, and between these rocky barriers 
'the sand of the isthmus seemed still to spread. 
When we came to this point we looked round the 
face of the promontory, and had the inexpressible 
delight to see, at no great distance, a spring of wa- 
ter gushing forth in an amj^e stream, clear as crys- 
tal. We instantly made towards it, and simultane- 
ously thought of me Israelites in tiie desert, and we 
blessed their God and ours, both of us feeling that 
the gracious words of his mercy were literally ver- 
ified unto us, giving us " rivers of water in a dry 
place, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
knd." 

Fidele was first to taste the pleasant stream ; but 
we quickly joined him, and with the palms olT our 
hands partook of the cool, delicious water with great 
eage^ess. This was a discovery that promised us 
lasting comfort: we took our seat on a piece of 
rock close to its source, and felt as if we could nev- 
er tire in gazing on the spring, as it flowed from its 
stony bed, running in a clear little stream among 
some trees that grew between it and the lake. 

As we sat in a sort of ecstatic revery, the dog bark- 
ed. I seized one of the guns which lay by me ; Eli- 
za looked at me earnestly, but with full self-posses- 
sion ; we were on our feet in a moment, and she 
took up the other gun, holding it in one hand, with 
the boarding-pike in the other, ready to give me ei- 
ther, as occasion might require. Fidele continued 
to bark, keeping his head towards the rock a little 
beyond us. We listened, but could hear nothing ; 
I looked up and all around, but nothing appeared. At 
last I heard a noise just above us ; Fidele scrambled 
towards the spot ; I cocked my gun, fearin^^ «tfVQa&- 
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thing, I knew not what — ^a wild beast, perhaps. I 
had no share in the fiffht : Fidele killed the creature 
in an instant ; I heard him squeak, but what he was 
I had no idea. I clambered up into the brushwood 
where the encounter had taken place, and there saw 
a large iguana, which in superstitious times might 
have been exhibited as a dragon. I drew him forth- 
with our pike ; and as we looked on him with much 
curiosity, the brave little dog wagged his tail, show- 
ing he sought that commendation which was, and 
ever is, due to valour ; aiid we liberally bestowed 
it on him. I took up the creature, for I had learned 
in Jamaica that it was esteemed a great delicacy, 
eating like chicken. 

Trifling as this incident may appear, it had disturb- 
ed us not a little ; but, after resting a while on the 
rock, we returned by the way we came to our ship, 
bringing the iguana with us. The loss of the gab- 
bose we did not know how to remedy : we were 
afraid to light a fire onboard without a fireplace, lest 
we should bum the ship, and we felt unwilling to 
trust ourselves on shore to cook our victuals ; but 
the last was the least dangerous alternative, and, 
being armed, we resolved not to allow our late 
groundless panic to prevent us from adopting it. I 
accordingly fitted up a place of stones among the 
rocks, a little beyond the brig's bow, and there kin- 
dled a fire in the same way I had done the day be- 
fore, while my wife ffot out some tea and sugar, and 
the metal teapot and a couple of tin mugs that had 
escaped the smashing effects of the hurricane. I 
boiled the kettle, then roasted a couple of plantains, 
and in half an hour we sat down to the most com- 
fortable repast I ever enjoyed. We were thankful 
to the Author of every bounty, which sense of grat- 
itude is not the least of his best gifts. 

During my absence at the fire, Eliza had not 
neglected to dispense water among our thirsty 
ducks and fowls, the former of which were in great 
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want of it; and as she had discovered the bread« 
locker nearly half full of biscuit, and a bag in it 
with Indian com, that had been brought on board to 
feed the poultry, she gave the poor things a good 
meaL 

, We sat below for a few hours in the heat of the 
day, when we took a survey of oui^ situation, and 
after the discussion 1 proceeded to act upon the de« 
cisions we had come to. It appeared to nxe, as the 
vessel had taken the ground fore and aft where she 
lay, that there was no hazard of her sinking from 
any leak in the bottom : neverUieless, if the water 
were\nbt pumped out, it would continue to rise in 
her to the level of the sea, and thereby spoil much 
of the cargo, to which we looked in a great degree 
for our subsistence and comfort. I therefore fell 
to in the evening, and pumped for an hour. I re- 
solved to pursue this every day ; but, instead of do- 
ing it in the evening, to make it my first occupation 
at break of day, when I was fresh, and the air cool. 
While I worked at the pump, my wife drew forth 
part of the fruits and vegetables from the steerage, 
and dried and aired them on the quarter-deck. I 
thought the empty coop a good place to put them 
in, and she arranged them there. One of the water- 
melons, that had been bruised, was put aside for our 
refreshment, and we found it cool and pleasant ; but 
we only ate part of it, and, collecting the seeds with 
* much care, reserved the remainder for the next day. 
Not being accustomed to labour, we were sufficient- 
ly fatigued to remain quietly on deck until it was 
time to go to rest. The eventide is delightful in 
tropical climates : we sat on one of the hencoops 
until the stars appeared, enjoying the cool stillness 
of the air and the varied prosi>ect around us ; then 
we retired to our devotions and to bed. 

I arose with the dawn and performed my task at 
the pump. I would gladly have bathed in the sea 
after it to refresh myself, but I saw a couple of 
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sharks, and thought no more of the wished-for lux- 
ury. My helpmate did not slumher after I arose, 
'but got up, and, searching all the lockers, found 
where the saucepans were kept, and many other 
things, as the salt, pepper, butter, &c., which had 
been placed there for present use. She also dis- 
covered the harness cask,, with the salt beef and 
pork in it ; it had been hid from me in the steerage- 
passage by the ship^s awning that was thrown over 
It. I now took the teakettle, also a large tin cook- 
ing vessel with an arched handle, and went to the 
fountain for a supply of water. We soon got a tea 
breakfast, so congenial to our formeir habits. 

It had been determined that one of our first objects 
should be to get some of the seeds of our fruits, and 
some of the roots, as yams and coccos, into the 
ground, the late rains having rendered the soil fa- 
vourable for their reception ; but the spades, shovels, 
and hoes were all among the cargo, and how to eel 
at them I could not devise. To move the buDcy 
casks and other things that filled the hole of the 
brig would be an Herculean task : they had been 
shipped in England, and were therefore under what 
was taken in at Jamaica ; but, being articles likely 
to suffer by pressure, on account of their shafts, I 
concluded they must be immediately below the lum- 
ber. However, there was nothing left but to go to 
work with perseverance and a good will ; so after 
breakfast 1 opened the main hatchway, where I saw 
the boards and shingles stowed close up to the deck. 
I pulled out a great quantity of the shingles, and then 
got hold of some of the long planks,, four of which I 
succeeded in drawing on deck. I placed them over 
the starboard gunwsde of the brig, one end resting 
there, and the other on the sandy beach close to her 
side. Along these I slid all the boards down upon 
the beach as fast as I could get them up, and at in- 
tervals threw the shingles as far as I could beyond 
them. In this way I worked hard till twelve o'clock, 
and was heartily tired. 
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My wife had kept up the fire on the rocks on the 
other side, and had made free with a shingle or two 
to help it : she had put some coccos on to boil, and 
a couple of plantains to roast, to provide a dinner 
for us. I was pleased with her care and industry ; 
"but we wiU eat the iguana, dear,'* I said; "it is 
very good." " I do not think I could taste it," she 
replied, " it looks so hideous ; yet, if you eat of it, 
I will certainly try to do so." I soon prepared the 
animal, which was not much bigger than a rabbit, 
and, getting a saucepan out of tne locker, cut the 
creature in pieces, and mixing a little pepper, salt, 
butter, and flour into small balls, made a stew of it. 
We sat down to our iguana, and found it exquisite. 
After our repast we retired below for a few hours, 
and in talking over matters, I lamented not knowing 
where the water-casks had been deposited, as I was 
desirous of putting my hand on the water on board 
for our culinary purposes, without going for it across 
the isthmus, having so much other labour before me. 
So in the afternoon I went down into the hold, and, 
having cleared away a considerable quantity of the 
lumber, was enabled to discover what I wanted. I 
forced the bung out of one of the casks, and, con- 
triving to get the hand-pump into it, pumped a buck- 
et full of water, and bringing it up, poured some out 
for the poultry. As they hurried to drink, I was 
fflad to observe they were rightly assorted — one gal- 
lant cock, poor fellow, now but in shabby attire, 
with three hens looking but little better. There 
were also two or three drakes among the ducks ; and 
I was pleased in having thus a prospect of their 
multiplication when we could trust them on shore 
to enjoy their liberty. We regaled ouraelves at 
even with the remainder of the watermelon, and, 
as we had not yet entered upon a rigid economy of 
our delicacies, we boiled our kettle and finished the 
day with tea. 
Our rest this night was soimd and refreshing ; the 
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noises of the storm were no longer in our ears ; we 
had purchased sleep by the laborious exertions of 
the day, and were only awakened by the crowing of 
the cock. 

This day was occupied much as the former — ^in 
pumping out the ship, and in getting the shingles 
and deals, and some small squared timber out of the 
hold upon the beach. My dear wife reminded me 
that the next day would be the Sabbath, and that as 
such we must keep it. I blessed God for the con- 
secration of that day, and thanked her for telling me 
of it, as I was not aware that the week was so near- 
ly expired. We boiled a piece of salt beef and of 
salt pork to serve us until Monday, and finished the 
day in thankfulness. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Sunday, 30th December. We awoke with the 
dawn. The sun arose in majesty, and for a few 
minutes shone resplendently into the cabin win- 
dows ; but when not more than half a degree above 
the horizon, he was veiled by the high rocky island 
which lay astern of us, distant about half a mile. 
After prayer we went upon deck to enjoy the calm 
coolness of the morning : all was beauty and fresh- 
ness around ; we blessed God for the profusion of 
his bounties, and felt the situation in which his 
provideilte had placed us as the haven of our rest. 
We thought, too, upon the storm we had survived 
with adoring gratitude, lamenting the fate of our 
rash companions, who, confiding in their own might 
alone, had distrusted the compassion of the Al- 
mighty. 

Eliza had brought the prayer-book upon deck, 
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aiKi :li<en iovii w^in into S2ie <le^ ; iHur $^hI(^ tuvU^ 
ed within os^ Theii en«i we uuso Ukv. O lA>tvL 
and thou didst detiTcr us out of our di$ue:^^ FUn$$- 
cd be thy name, wfeo didst qiM ik^^H^e the (MnnYvr ^\f 
tinr serrants. but didst hesur our onr »nii htt$i $;i(Yt\i 
ib1 TlK>tt &dst send foith thy cvumu;uKhneiit. »i¥l 
the windy stonn ceased and was turtHx) into a calWx 
Tlioii. Lord, hast made us fdad thn>u^ Ihe 0)>«^rH 
tion of thy hands> and we will triumph in thy |vrai«<^« 
messed be the Lord God, eren the Loid Inni M'hOk 
only doeth wondrous things^ aiH) bl<:\$se^) bt> tht^ 
name of his Majesty forerer !*^ llien we both $uid> 
in the fohiess of our hearts, ^^ Amen ! Amen T" aiHi> 
throwing ourselves on each other's tteck» wept Uhu9 
of joy and gratitude. 

About the time the ascendinff sun looked over th(^ 
Tock upon the yessePs deck, Uie seabreeie set iUi 
which, blowing into the cabin windows^ rt^iulertnl it 
more agreeable below than on deck. We ihtm^for© 
descended, and after breakfast detennined to sliow 
our respect for the day by dressing ourselves in bet- 
ter attire. The trunks were openet), und my belov- 
ed wife dressed herself as she would have dono at 
Awbury on a Sunday: I followed her example. 
We then sat down quietly, and I wont through tho 
morning service, she reading tlie lessons for the 
day. After this proper and consolatory oxercido, 
we talked to each other about those dour frionds 
we had left behind in England, and often with gruto- 
ful tenderness reverted to the father of Klizu, to 
whom both of us were much indebted for tho poiico 
we now enjoyed ; being separated fVom uU tho giiy- 
eties of life, but having for our portion Ood and 
^ch other. 

It being the winter solstice, or only a fow days 
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after, and the Seabreeze blowing fresh, we did, not 
find it unpleasantly hot upon deck ; for, although it 
was now near noon, the vessel was completely 
shaded by the promontory. We therefore enjoyed 
ourselves, jsitting arm in arm on tiie quarter-^eck, 
feelinff an internal happiness that scarcely could 
have been anticipated in such a situation : it was 
that peace which the world caniiot give nor take 
away, and with which the stranger intermeddleth 
not. At one o'clock we went below, and took a 
slight repast by way of dinner; and, as soon as the 
high rock which towered over our vessel extended 
its protecting shade to some distance across the 
isthmus, my dear wife put on her gipsy hat, and we 
prepared to go on shore to take a walk. Yet we 
were somewhat afraid, though' we had not seen any 
traces of inhabitants, neither heard the bowlings of 
wild beasts ; still we did not deem it prudent to 
venture without some defence. As it was Sunday, 
I did not choose to carry a gun ; so I bethought me 
to ^o to one of my trunks and take out my pistols, 
which I did, and fastened them to a belt made of a 
silk pocket-handkerchief ; then, taking a boarding- 
pike in my hand, and giving Eliza another, to serve 
at once for a pilgrim's staff and a weapon — ^thus ac- 
coutred, with our faithful little dog, we stepped on 
shore. 

I had observed a grove of cocoanut-trees towards 
the centre of the isthmus, bearing about north of us. 
We now proposed to direct our steps to that place, 
and proceeded for some distance under shadow of 
the promontory, during which it was very pleasant ; 
but after we emerged from that friendly shield, the 
heat became intense, which, added to the disagreea- 
bleness of the deep loose sand getting into our shoes, 
disposed us to return. I perceived, however, we 
could avoid the latter inconvenience by edging down 
to the seaside, which we did, and by keeping close 
to the water's edge, found our footing firm and the 
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walking pleasant. Proceeding thus quite at eiise 
along the margin of the beach, we often stopped to 
contemplate the reef on which the brig had struck, 
and observing the surf now breaking over it, we felt 
renewed gratitude to God, who had delivered us from 
a watery grave. 

After proceeding about half a mile, we picked up 
many beautifid shells, which were admirable for their 
high polish, and I put them into my pocket, one by 
one, as they presented themselves. Indulging in 
this amusement, and the contemplation of the ob- 
jects around us, the evening had imperceptibly crept 
upon us, so that the sun was setting just as we reach- 
ed the eminence behind which stood the grove of 
cocoanuts, and. from that point we had a full view 
of the bright orb of day, making his slow descent be- 
hind the land that bounds the lake upon the \^est. 
The sight filled us with admiration ; and, as his ra- 
diance streamed along the sky, we raised our hearts 
to Him who had made so glorious an object — so glo- 
rious, indeed, that men have worshipped him for 
their Creator — as if, dazzled by his beams, the 
light of their understanding had been put out, not to 
perceive that light and darkness, heaven and earth, 
all are but creatures, the work of thy hands, O God ! 
— self-existing, unseen by the eye of man, yet ev- 
erywhere visible in thy works, giving life and mo- 
tion to all created things, and in whom and by whom 
we live, and move, and have our being. 

We returned by the western beach, and, keeping 
close to the water's edge, walked at a good pace, 
and soon arrived at the point oeyond which the gush- 
ing fountain was pouring out its refreshing water ; but 
it being now nearly dark, we could not stop to drink, 
and hastened across the isthmus and got on board. 
After resting a little we took some wine and biscuit, 
and, being refreshed, offered prayer and praise to the 
Fathei* of Mercies. Having thus spent our first Sab- 

£ 2 
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bath in the land of our solitude, we tranquilly retire^^ 
to sleep. 

Monday, 31st. The dawn of the next day foun.^ 
me at the pump, which, to my gres^t joy and reliea^ 
before half an hour had expired, sucked ; that is, no 
more water remained within its reach, so that, on 
ceasing to work it, the air rushed in from above. I 
now went into the hold, and searched for the boxes 
containing the spades, hoes, axes, &c^, andat last 
found them stowed athwart-ships, close to the after 
bulkhead, and, getting a maul and large chisel from 
the carpenter's chest in the steerage, I forced open 
their lids. I took out a spade, a hatchet, a fellings 
axe, and a couple of hoes, when I hastened to the 
cabin to show my dear wife the proofs of my suc- 
cess. She was adive to every incident that concern- 
ed me, and expressed the pleasing emotions she felt 
by a kind word and a kinder smile as I showed her 
the spade. We now had breakfast, after which I 
thought it well to cover up the main hatchway loose- 
ly, not being required to work any more at the car- 
go for the present, I had cleared away all the lum- 
ber amidships, but there was still a good deal for- 
ward. We cut up a pumpkin vsith a piece of pork, 
which I stewed together for our dinner, ^hen, as 
before, we took, care of the seeds ; and on all future 
occasions we never omitted to gather up the seeds 
of our fruits as we used them. 

In the afternoon we went o^ shore to look about 
for a spot of ground favourable io plant some of the 
seeds of the watermelon we had eaten a. few days 
before, and also of the pumpkin we had just cut up. 
I put the hatchet into my belt, and, taking a musket 
in one hand and my spade in the other, set forth, 
my guardian angel carrying her pike, while brisk 
Fidele led the way. I knew that the watermelon 
required much sun, but the pumpkin less ; that the 
former would only grow in hot climates, whereas 
the latter would come to perfection even in the 
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south of England. I also knew that a sandy soil 
was favourable to both these plants. I therefore 
felt I should not seek long without finding proper 
situations for them ; but it must be on the other 
side of the isthmus, beyond the termination of the 
promontory, somewhere near the spring of water. 

When we had advanced a couple of hundred yards 
under the precipitous rock, we came ta a recess in 
it, where some thorny acacias and other trees were 
growing. As we stopped to look in among them, 
the dog made^his way through the thicket, and in a 
minute or two began barking ; when, to our surprise, 
we presently heard him answered, as we thought, 
by some other dog, accompanied by strange and 
loud noises from the same quarter ; but as they ap- 
peared rather at a distance, we took courage and 
called Fidele. We repeated our call over aim over 
asain, yet he did not come, but continued to bark. 
Tae still corresponding sound I guessed to be an 
echo, and exclaimed to my wife, " Oh ! he has got 
another iguana, I suppose." I then observed to her, 
" There must be a passage through the thicket some 
distance, for his barking seems a good way off." 
While we were talking, his uproarious little voice 
grew nearer, and soon out brushed an iguana, with 
his mane erect, dragging his long tail after him like 
a great snake attached to his posteriors, looking 
more ugly, if not more horrible, than any creature 
in the world. Fidele was soon after him, and killed 
him without any fight, after a run of twenty or 
thirty yards. I praised our little dog, and patted 
him, and left the iguana where he lay for the pres- 
ent. " I should like to penetrate through this thick- 
et," I exclaimed ; " there may be some issue to ,the 
other side of the promontory." I returned instantly 
on board for a table knife, which I sharpened on a 
stone, and with it and the hatchet I cleared a nar- 
row path forward. 

After working thna ^SoQ^sX^N^<^^3t<i^JKl^^'V\<5^ss^^ 
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self close to the mouth of a cavern, into which I 
looked ; but, instead of being a dark recess, as such 
places generally ^are, I saw a liffht shining into it, 
as if from above, with considerable brilliancy. 
While I was cutting away the trees, my wife re- 
mained without the thicket, and kept Fidele by her 
side ; but I now called to her to come forward, and 
with some difficulty (owing to the inconvenience of 
her English dress) she got through the thorny ave- 
nue. I took her hand, and we stepped into the cav- 
ern together. The mouth appeared as large as a 
small gateway, and thence we saw the sun's rays 
coming in through an opening opposite, about three 
or four feet in diameter, and perhaps thirty feet 
above us. By this opening it was clear that the end 
of the cavern was close to the farther side of the 
promontory, at least at this point. We now gazed 
around, and saw we were in an extensive natural 
excavation, the floor of which was covered with the 
dirt and feathers of birds, the summit thickly hung 
with pendulous stalactites, and the sides were in- 
crustated with shelving masses and nodules of the 
same. We were now sure that the noises we had 
heard were the reverberations Oi our dog's barking, 
made louder, perhaps, by the flight of birds making 
their escape throv^h the natural window above. 
We lingered and looked, about a little, but without 
being able to make any farther observations worth 
notice, and squeezed our way back through the 
narrow avenue I had made in the brushwood, being 
a distance of nearly thirty yards. 

We now proceeded round the west end of the 
promontory to the spring, and crossed over its little 
run of wdter by stepping on some small fragments 
of rock in its bed. The ground was clear of wood 
for a few yards, but beyond were large trees. We 
walked under their shade towards the lake for the 
space of a hundred yards, which brought us out on 
the south side of the rocky point that separated 
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this wooded reipion from the sandy isthmus. We 
observed that this point, which extended a consider- 
able distance into the lake, was a bare rock, and that 
ihere was nothing but sand, mixed ynth a little earth, 
between it and the foot of the promontory whence 
the spring gushed. Having ascertained thus much, 
we retraced our steps, and I fixed upon a piece of 
ground between the spring and the southern part of 
me rock, clear of the shsde of trees, for putting in 
our seeds. On this spot thera were reeds, and 
grasses, and some other slender plants growin^^; 
and, from the late rain, and their contiguity to the ht- 
tle brook, they were somewhat luxuriant. I fell 
to work with my spade, and, turning up the earth 
hero and thero in patches of about a loot squaro, put 
a couple of melon seeds into some, and as many 
pumpkin seeds into others. Just as my sowing was 
finished, the sim set, aild warned us to return ; but at 
this moment our attention was arrosted by the leap- 
ing of fish all round the point. Some aj^earod so near 
that I could see they wero mullet — such as we had 
eaten in Jamaica at Mr. Dickinson's table, who then 
told us a curious fact, viz., that these fish wero en- 
ticed by a. lighted torch in the night to spring into 
the fishermen's boats ; and we now saw them leap- 
ing, probably, towards the last rays of the sun. 
That we had no boat to enable us to catch some of 
them caused me a little regrot, and I expressed it to 
Eliza. " Are we not fed from Heavent" she repli- 
ed : " my Edward, why would you tempt God 1 Re- 
member the Israelites and the quails." I deserved 
the reproof. " Thank you, my own better part," said 
I ; " the heart is ever ready to turn against Heaven 
with impious ingratitude." As we talked we moved 
homewstrd, for as yet our vessel was our home. We . 
passed a reflection or two on the cavern in our way, 
and while we stopped for a minute there, Fidele put 
us in mind of the iguana, by running to the spot 
wrhere it lay, and kept guard over hia i5r«Kk^2il».V^'«sjSk 
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and took it up. I confess I was ravenously hungry 
after the exertions of the day, and as soon as we got 
on board I demolished all the stew that had been 
left at dinner, while my wife prepared our little board 
for^ea. While at tea, among other matters now of 
high concern to us, that of the unsuitableness of some 
parts of our dress came under consideration. The 
most pressing evil to be remedied was the sand fill- 
ing our shoes. After some deliberation, it was re- 
solved to make canvasi^ gaiters, coming half way up 
the leg, to be sewed on to our shoes, of which we 
had a good stock, besides there being a great supply 
of them on board, forming part of the cargo. I was 
to substitute a sailor's jacket for my flapping coat, 
and Eliza a short bedgown for her long wide dress. 
We finished the day by putting the cabin in order ; 
and, having said our prayers, retired to rest. 

Tuesday, 1st January, 1734. Early in the morn- 
ing I set to cutting away pieces of the torn sails, 
some of which were hanging about the fore-rigging. 
I foresaw there would be much use for all the pieces 
of canvass I could collect ; but my present object 
was a slip for our boots ; and, in getting that, I im- 
proved the opportunity to obtain some very large 
pieces — indeed, as much as I could carry at three 
times, all which I brought aft and laid on the quar- 
ter-deck. After breakmst we shaped out our boot- 
legs : I say we, because it requiied our united inge^ 
nuity to accomplish it. I got some sewing-twine 
from the sailmaker's box, also a couple of needles, 
and his palm — a sort of thimble that fits with a strap 
to the palm of the hand, and which in that way gives 
more power to push the. huge needle through the 
canvass. With this palm I undertook to sew the 
canvass gaiters on to the shoes, if my wife would 
first run them up stoutly behind with one of her lar- 
gest needles and some strong thread. She immedi- 
ately set about her part of the task, and, after sitting 
by her a little while to see the work fairly begun, I 
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proposed taking the goats on shore and placing them 
in the cavern, with a few plantains and some Indian 
com. As they were very tame, I did not think it 
probable they would stray away ; and as there was 
a good deal of herbage about the thicket, they would 
soon learn to subsist themselves, without drawing 
farther on our little imported stock of grain. I 
now thought my pistols security enough, put them 
in my belt, and, having but a short distance to go, 
concluded my dear companion would remain on 
board ; but she preferred accompan3ring me, and took 
her station, with her work, under the shadow of the 
rock while I was bringing the goats. I carried the 
lame animal in my arms, and the other jumped after 
me. 

As soon as we entered the avenue of the thicket, 
the goats began to browse : however, I drove them 
forward into the cave, where their bleatings caused 
a great many pigeon%to take wing from its sides, 
and fly out through the aperture at l£e opposite end. 
We found the cavern cool and airy, and pronounced 
it no bad lodging for shipwrecked persons in such a 
climate. 

When we left the cave the goats followed us 
out of it, but they stayed behind in the thicket to 
browse. Observing this, and seeing there was plen- 
ty of herbage, we did not think it necessary to bring 
them any more provisions from the ship. Having 
tbus begun to move our livestock, our next essay 
was to transplant the cock and hens to the same 
place, it being clear they would never breed in the 
coop ; but with respect to the ducks, we determined 
to keep them where they were for the present, lest 
they might take to the water and swim away. Hav- 
ing decided on these weighty matters in our little 
commonwealth, we retraced our steps to the ves- 
sel, and, putting the four fowls in one bag, and some 
bruised com in another, returned to the cave, where, 
after throwing some of the com on the floor, we let 
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them out, and were glad to see them picking up their 
food without any signs of fear, or even disturbance. 
This was a bold measure, and of so much imjjor- 
tance to us in its consequences, that we were hot 
ashamed to ask of God his blessing upon it, as well 
as upon ever3rthing else we undertook. I then 
brought some water in a bucket, that they might not 
be induced to stray awa^ to seek for drink. Our 
goats were meanwhile enjoying themselves among 
the bushes ; but we left this little colony with some 
trifling anxiety, notwithstanding the security of 
their situation. 

We returned On board, and refreshed ourselves 
with a couple of the oranges, which we found ful- 
ly ripe, but now took care of the seeds, which we 
had neglected to do when we had eaten them before, 
at a time when we were less collected in mind. 
My wife then set to work in earnest on the gaiters, 
and I made up the fire on sh|^re to prepare our din- 
ner : when it was done I brought it on board. By 
this time she had completed one pair of our sand 
defences : we sat down comfortably to our fare, and 
she now made no scruple of eating the iguana, and 
acknowledged it to be a great delicacy. On this 
occasion, it being Newyear's-day, we treated our- 
selves to a glass of wine, having discovered not a 
few bottles perfectly safe in one of the after-lock- 
ers. This little feast being finished, we sat down to 
resume our work together with great delight. She 
began upon the other pair of gaiters, whfle I, with 
the sailmaker's palm and some of his twine, got on 
cleverly closing in the tops of her shoes with those 
she had already prepared. " Edward," said she, af- 
ter a short silence between us, " as you have fre- 
quent occasion to go to and fro from the vessel to 
tiie other side of the isthmus, and you know I am 
never happy when you are out of my sight, could 
you not contrive a temporary tent on the ridge of 
the isthmus, whence I could always see you while 
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on these excursions ? And, besides, it would be a 
convenient place to keep an eye over our goats and 
poultry ; and the cave being near, which we thought 
so pleasant, we might take some useful things there, 
and occasionally make our fire and dine there. We 
should not then be far from the spring ; and if you 
were at work either at the vessel or by the spring, 
.we should be sufficiently near both, and you would 
not have far to come to rest yourself." I thought 
the plan a good one, and we decided to put it in 
execution on the morrow. 

Thus, by degrees, we felt our wants, and had rea- 
son to be thankful that it was within our power 
gradually to provide for them. We were not in- 
sensible to the mercy and bounty of our heavenly 
Father : how indeed could we be \ it was but one 
week that day sii^ce we hung in awful jeopardy on 
the reef, amid thunder and lightning, and a fierce 
tempest of wind, with an overwhelming sea. AU 
these things were commented upon during our 
work; and one circumstance occurred to both, 
which seemed very unaccountable, viz., that those 
seven days appeared, on retrospection, like so many 
months, while some weeks in our lives had passed 
away, which seemed, on looking back, but a point in 
time. But this last week, although the minutes and 
hours had sped (juickly by, from the multitude of 
objects and the important events it embraced, ap- 
peared like a year in duration. 

We sat close at our work until nearly sunset, and 
then went ashore to visit our livestock at the cave : 
we found them idl within, the goats lying on the 
floor at some little distance from its mouth, and the 
poultry perched up on one of the stalactic ledges 
about three feet above them. The interior of the 
cave was still quite light, and we saw some bluish- 
coloured pigeons on the lower ledge of the window 
aperture : they did not fly on our coming in, and 
we took care not to make any noise to sc^sft^^^iK®c. 
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I had brought the kettles with me for a supply from 
the spring, as the water on board was very unpleas- 
ant ; and, depositing our vessels at the fountain, we 
penetrated a little farther into the wooded region. 
We proceeded about half a mile, passing several 
palm-trees, which I was glad to see, and at last 
came to an immense silk-cotton-tree, such as we 
had seen in Jamaica at Mr. Dickinson^s pen. At 
this place the ground appeared clear for a quarter 
of a mile, with the- excej^tion of some Indian figs 
and aloes here and there, beyond which the trees 
spread out again in great luxuriance, the mountain 
cabbage-palm being among them. As we stood 
a while under the cotton-tree, and looked upon the 
open space, with the lake before us, we were struck 
with its eligibility for a permanent dwelling. Pleas- 
ed With this discovery, we returned, and on our way 
again saw the mullets leaping about the point. We 
fiUed our kettles with the cool clear water, and soon 
found ourselves safe on board, to close the evening, 
as usual, with a light repast, prayers, and rest. 

Wednesday, 2d. In the morning I was cheered by 
the crowing of the cock on shore, to whom I soon 
made a visit, in carrying some of the planks to the 
intended site of our tent, to lay on the sand for a 
floor. While thus employed, it struck me that, hav- 
ing plenty of them, it would be as well, and bet- 
ter, to construct the tent of planks entirely, rather 
than to erect uprights and cover them with the 
ship's awning, which I had first intended, reflecting^ 
that we might yet have storms of wind and rain at 
this season of the year. I marked out a spot for 
the building about forty feet clear of the steep side 
of the promontory, and twe^e or fourteen feet be- 
yond the avenue to the cave, levelling rather more 
than twelve feet square of the ridge, and laying 
down twelve planks side by side, which being done, 
formed a square of twelve feet. I then crossed the 
eikls of these planks with others, which were again 
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crossed) and so on, after the manner of making the 
log-houses in America. I formed the door, which 
was made opposite to the rock, by sawing some of 
the planks in two, cutting off a bit from each, and 
placmg these half planks instead of whole ones on 
either side, supported by upright planks for door- 
posts, the little pieces being placed between the 
ends of the half planks, to keep them duly asunder ; 
and in this way I made the windows also. As the 
planks were two inches thick, the building at the 
sides was an alternation of two inches of plank and 
two of air ; but the comers were solid, and the walls, 
being a foot thick, had the appearance of a solid 
mass, except when you looked in a straight line 
between the planks. The structure was ten feqt 
square within the walls, and eight feet high, and the 
roof was flat. It took nearly two hundred planks 
for this small building, and it cost me the labour 
of four hours every day for a week. I have found 
some difficulty in describing this wooden palace, for 
such it was to us ; and, to avoid obscurity in the 
picture, I have departed from my diary way of wri- 
ting, and given a full account of it at once. 

Thursday, 3d. I took the dawn of the morning 
for two hours' work at the plank house, and, being 
now in sight, my wife contentedly remained on 
board. She employed herself in getting up the 
shaddocks, oranges, limes, and pineapples, with the 
roots, to air upon deck. The whole store I found 
spread out when I returned from my morning's work. 
The sight was glorious ; I saw future trees, bearing 
dehcious fruit, liid in the precious heap. I blessed 
God for his providence in the provision thus made 
for man — " tne herb b§|iring seed," to be perpetuated 
for his use. We did not keep the ripe pmeapple for 
a dessert, as great people do, but ate it for breakfast 
with bur tea and oiscuit : before it was cut, how- 
ever, I twisted the top out of it very gradually, so 
as to bring with it'* deep cone of tores, having 
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learned at Jamaica thiat the top so taken out would 
grow, and become prolific. After breakfast we 
trudged over the isthmus to the spring, to plant the 

ginetop near the melons ; and I took a hoe in my 
and as well as spade, and hoed up the ground aU 
round the seeds I had sown, so that the grass and 
weeds might be destroyed by the sun. I then chose 
a spot, far from any shade, in which to plant the 
pinetop, and, having done so, placed some split 
shingles round it for secuHty. The day was then 
at the hottest, and we therefore determined to make 
another excursion into the wooded region ; but we 
could not pass the fountain without stopping to 
drink, and our faithful little companion seemed to 
take equal pleasure in lapping the clear water; nay, 
even lying down in the stream to enjoy its coolness 
in every fimb. We delighted in seeing his delight, 
yet rather envied him a luxury which hitherto fear 
of the sharks had compelled us to deny ourselves, 
"How much I should like to bathe !" exclaimed Elir 
za, as Fidele rolled smd gladdened in the water ; " I 
wish there were no shaAs," she continued; "how 
comfortable it would be could we refresh ourselves 
every morning in the sea." "I thinly, my love,?' 
said I, "that I could stoccado in a place from the 
sea with staves, large enough to afford you that en- 
joyment without danger. When your wooden tent 
is finished, I will attempt the bath." . " My dear Ed- 
ward," she replied, " you never lose an opportunity 
of showing me your immeasurable kindness." 

We proceeded under the welcome shade till we 
arrived at the head of the dell, close to the silk-cot- 
ton-tree. During our walk we saw several birds, 
but observed that none of them sung. There wasf, 
however, a dove in the cotton-tree, which attracted 
our attention by her plaintive note ; and, on looking 
down on the ground before us, we perceived seversH 
others pecking happily about^j^ut they fled at our 
approach. We also heard the screams of paroquets 
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in the woods, beyond, but they were indistinct, and 
therefore must be distant. We now again surveyed 
this place with a wistful kind of inspection, and the 
more we contemplated it, the more we became sat- 
isfied that it might be made an eligible spot for our 
permanent residence. We thought there was ground 
enough in a little dell between the great tree and 
the lake for cultivation, though beyond us it was 
barren and rocky. The situation would be near 
enough to the spring and to the ship for the supplies 
we should require from these sources, and, withal, 
it seemed to be secure and sequestered. 

On our return, I lodged the spade and hoe in the 
cave, and we were pleased to see our goats and 
fowls well and contented. We threw out some 
more bruised com from the bag that we had lodged 
there, and could not help remarkii^g that either the 
fowls had acquired extraordinary appetites, or the 
goats had helped them off with the com thrown out 
yesterday. We got on board about two o'clock, and 
made a cold dinner on salt beef and roasted yams. 

As we had now given up all hope of ever seeing 
our cg^ptain and his crew again, I thought there 
would be no indelicacy in rummaging the captain's 
cabin, if not his chest, and there I found his quad- 
rant, a spare compass, a little empty keg called a 
canteen, made to contain about two quarts, with a 
string to sling it over the shoulder, and a mouth- 
piece with a cork, so that a person could drink out 
of the keg when the cork was withdrawn. I also 
found several other desirable things, among which 
was a large box of Havana segars. Of aU these 
acquisitions, the keg-canteen presented itself as 
most immediately important. " This will be a little 
fountain in the wilderness to us, my Eliza," said I, 
" when we go to visit the cocoanut grove, or, per- 
haps, when we venture to explore beyond the north- 
era extremity of the sandy isUimus." She smiled 
in the way she always did when she saw aaythsD^ 
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particularly pleased me, and I then left her to a^f 
range our several newly-discovered comforts ; and, 
stepping on shore again, employed myself for two 
hours at the plank Irouse. Before the 'evening clo- 
sed I had resumed my seat by her side, and night 
found us, as usual, grateful and happy. 

Friday, 4th. On going upon deck at daylight, I saw 
a large turtle, apparently asleep,, close under the 
stem of the brig. I looked earnestly at the crea- 
ture, feeling a strong desire to attempt taking such 
a prize ; but I could not swim, and I had no 1)oat, 
nor other means of getting at it. I was cogitating 
on the possibility of bestriding a plank, and, with a 
shingle for a paddle, making an essay with a coil 
of very small rope, to secure it by one of the fins ; 
but, while I was thus planning, it began to move, and 
come in towards the beach. I then went down and 
brought Eliza on deck to see it, but first shut in Fi- 
dele below, for fear he might bark and frighten it. 
We watched it approac]|ing the beach, on which it 
clambered up a little way with some difficulty, and, 
after resting a while, we perceived it beginning to 
scrape out a hole with one of its fore fins : I suspect- 
ed it was goingito deposite its eggs there, and I was 
right My iilteiided prize had not got above a couple 
of yards beyond the water, when I feared it might yet 
escape me.^ I looked well about, therefore,^ to see 
if there were any sharks in sight, and; findmg the 
coast clear, after some remonstrance from my dear 
wife, manfully set about the capture. 

I landed on the rocks, taking a piece of small 
rope in my hand with a noose at one end, and, 
crouching down under the bank and the vessel's 
bows, came round on the other side unobserved, 
and got between the turtle and the water. It al- 
lowed toe to approach without its making any move- 
ment, being at that moinent in the act of depositing 
its eggs. I slipped the noose over one of its fore 
fins, when it instantly started back, and made a vi- 
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olent effort, by which it would have dragged me, 
with itself, into the sea, had I not fortunately leaped 
to Ihe side opposite to the fin round which the noose 
was drawn, and just as the creature reached the wa- 
ter's edge, by strongly jerking the rope, turned it 
over on its back. I was then its master, but it 
struggled resolutely to recover its position. I then 
sat down deliberately on it, and, in spite of its flap- 
ping, kept it on its back. My wife, who was ever 
ready to help, was quickly sit my side to give every 
assistance in her power. I sent her to Imng a 
longer and stronger rope from the vessel, wUch 
she did ; and, having secured it to the other fin, I 
desired her to fasten it round as many of the planks 
and pieces of timber on the beach as she could. 
This she accomplished very well, and I tried to 
haul our captive up the bank, but it proved too hea- 
vy ; and, in my making the attempt, it recovered its 
natural position, and succeeded in dragging dowil 
the planks several feet. It was now close to the 
water. I ran up to the planks, therefore, heaping 
one upon another over the rope until I opposed a 
weight sufficient again to hold the turtle. I now 
thought it would 1^ best to kill it ^ but I had no 
sooner so decided than it drew in its^ieftid (the neck 
being the only vulnerable part), and I could not ven- 
ture a stroke. The idea of wounding or maiming 
the creature without killing it was revolting to my 
feelings. I knew it was now safe, and therefore 
had time to go systematically to work. I got i 
double-block purchase from the ship, and making i 
rope fast round all the timber on the shore, I at^ 
tached one end of the purchase to the bight of that 
tope, and the other to the rope about the fin ; and, 
although the turtle was probably quite two hundred 
pounds in weight, I bowsed it up high and dry some 
yards upon the beach. 

I had now secured my prize, but what was to be 
done with it ! We simreyed it for aorc^ \ssasi "^to- 
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lently : " I do iio,t like that you should kill the poor 
animal," said my kind-hearted Eliza; "we nave 
provisions enough, and we can subsist very well 
without taking its life." "We will discuss that, 
dearest," said I, " by-and-by : let us now ^o on 
board and get some breakfast, for I am heartily fa^ 
tigued." At breakfast we talked the matter over. 
She pleaded earnestly for the poor thing,^and I could 
not but respect the sentiment ; yet, although we had 
indeed plenty of food, it was not of the kind most 
wholesome to subsist entirely upon : our health re- 
C|uired fresh provisions, and we could not expect 
Fidele would brin? us an iguana every day; nor 
durst we think of deriving any help from our live- 
stock for some time to come — they must first breed, 
and the young ones grow. I urged all ^hese -argu- 
ments against her humane persuasions, and at last, 
after a few moments' silence, she said, " Well, then, 
I suppose it ought to be killed ; but, Edward, I have 
my doubts about your doing it.*^' " Oh yes," I an- 
swered, " I will see to that presently." I went and 
found a large dinner-knife, and, havmg sharpened it 
well to cut off the turtle's head, left my wife on 
board, and proceeded resolutely to the place where 
it lay. As I tucked up my shirt sleeves to prevent 
the blood from staining iheva, and brandished my 
knife as the creature's head lay stretched forth from 
its shell, I felt so like an assassin about to commit 
his first crime, that nature recoiled within me : my 
hand trembled, my blood crept, and a cold dampness 
came out on my forehead and in the palms of my 
hands. I could not have cut off the head of the 
poor animal at that moment for the universe : a 
guilty shame seemed to hang over me ; and, after a 
Dttle contention with it, I retraced my steps to the 
vessel. Eliza had never seen me look as I then did 
— ^no doubt like a thief taken in the act, or, perhaps, 
not unlike a condemned criminal. "You repent, 
then, Edward, I see," said she, "having killed the 
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poor beast.** ** No, my blessed angel," I replied, 
pottmg down the knife, ** I could not do it ! I never 
took Uie life of anything in such a way : the best 
ijeelings of my nature interposed, and thy kind spiht i 
we -wnll let the creature go." She took me at my 
word ; and, with Fidele, we hastened to the beach, 
unbound the noose, and gladly watched the poor 
turtk make its way, thou^ with fear and precipita- 
tion, into the sea. ^ Now, my honoiur<)4 husband," 
said she, ''you are doubly dear to nie ! God wOl 
bless you for this act of foibearance." ''Indeed, 
indeed," I replied, " I feel no less guilty than if I 
had kiUed the poor creature, for I had every inclina- 
tion to do so." " Yes," she replied, ** it viras reason 
that prompted you to kill it, but feeling foibade you : 
it is well, for once, that feeling has b^en right ; for 
most frequently reason is the just judge, and feeling 
ihe offender." We contemplated our released cap- 
tive until it was nearly out of sight, and then re^ 
turned on board with a delight at heart that could 
not have been imparted by the finest turtle feast in 
the universe. 

. In the cool of the evening I proposed that we 
should transfer some more of the creatures from our 
ark to the shore, and begin with placing a duck and a 
drake (though at considerable risk) with our fowls. 
They w^re accordingly taken froiii the coop and put 
into a bag, Eliza undertaking to see them ashore ; 
and, while I was pursuing my afternoon's task at the 
plank house, she came out of the thicket to tell me 
all our little colony was safe, and that, when she 
threw some com on the floor of the cave, four or five 
pigeons flew down and fed with the poultry. This 
explained the mystery of the fowls' great appetites. 
She had taken the rind of a shaddock with her for the 
goats, and, though very bitter, they ate it greedily 
from her hand. I was pleased to see her delighted 
with her occupation, and surveying her dumb com- 
panions with much satisfaction and complacencY- 
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As evening closed in I was too,tired to propose a 
walk ; so we retired onboard, and at the usual hour 
betook ourselves to rest. 

Saturday, 5th. In the morning early, I went down 
Jto the beach where the scene with the turtle had t*. 
ken place, to look for some of its eggs. They had 
all been crushed in the conflict except four, and these 
I brought on board v they seemed filled with yolk, 
covered by a semitransparent skin. I presented 
them to my wife, who immediately decided on ma- 
king a pudding with them for dinner, there being 
plenty of fiour and raisins amon^ our ship's stores. 
I liked her proposal, and did justice to the good old 
English dish when it was set before us. In the af- 
ternoon I went forth again to my building labours, 
she and Fidele, as before, amusing themselves at the 
thicket while I worked. After I had finished for the 
day, we went with our kettles to the spring for wa- 
ter, the morrow being the Sabbath ; and, observing 
something near the shore, we walked down, and per- 
ceived a large fish, about the size of a cod, close in, 
pursuing some small fry. I instantly caught the 
boarding-pike from my wife's hand (she always car- 
ried it when on our rambles), and, transfixing the 
fish with it between the shoulders, turned it out of 
the water upon the sand : we both rejoiced at our 
good fortune, and, pushing the pike through its 
gills, I carried it over my shoulder in trium^. We 
took up the kettles of water in our return to the ves- 
sel, Fidele leaping gayly after us, and laid our prize 
down on the deck. It seemed something like a cod- 
fish, though certainly a different fish: however, I 
had no doubt of its being good for food. While ex- 
amining it, I could not help saying to my wife, '* How 
is it, dear Eliza, that we have killed this fish without 
any compunction — ^nay, on the contrary, rejoicing in 
the achievement, and yet could not find it in our hearts 
to take the life of the turtle 1" " I do not know," she 
replied ; " but surely there are nice points of feeling, 
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which regulate our conduct in away that we cannot 
always detect or explain. I think the one looked so 
like a deliberate murder, that our hearts recoiled 
at the contemplation of the act." " I believe," re*- 
joined I, " you have solved the difficulty ; for, reaUy, 
as far as the fish and turtle are concerned, the last 
had as much right to his life and liberty as the first." 
Now a little hesitation arose about cooking our prize 
on the morrow, it being Sunday ; but, as it would not 
keep for two days, we thought we should be excur 
sable in doing it. 

Sunday,. 6th. We performed our ablutions with 
the rising sun, and went to prayef. It was the Lord's 
day, and we desired to dedicate it to Him as perfect- 
ly as creatures in the body could do : we also wish- 
ed to honour it a little in our appearance, by putting 
on better apparel. Our canvass-legged boots, how- 
ever, could not, without inconvenience, give place 
to shoes and large buckles ; but I put on a coat, and 
Eliza gave a graceful appearance to the short dimi- 
ty bedgown she wore by throwing a long scarf 
shawl over one shoulder^ passing it round the waist, 
with the ends hanging down a little before. She re- 
marked it were vsun to attempt saving her complex- 
ion in this climate ; and, finding the sides of her hat 
in the way among the trees and bushes, she had 
made up a turban with some muslin and a strip of 
red bunting, which gave her quite an Asiatic cast. 
Thus habited, after breakfast we visited our colony 
at the cave, and returned to our Sabbath^moming 
devotions by reading the service of the Church. In 
t^ second lesson we were struck with the truth and 
simplicity of ou? blessed Saviour's words, "The 
kingdom of Heaven cometh not with observation, 
for the kingdom of God is within you." " Yes, my 
dear Edward," said she, "that is when our'spint 
bears witness with his Spirit that we are the children 
of God." Our devotions being finished, I proceeded 
to boil our fish, my scruples of conscience <«v ^Jaaw 
subject having been Vai^ ^X x«ex. 'Nx Na^aa^a^'^^ 
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enough to dine a dozen, and I believe a dozen ate of 
it : Fidele played his part, and the remainder being 
given to the ducks in the coop, they devoured it 
greedily. 

In the afternoon we proposed to take a long walk 
to the southern extremity of the isthmus ; so, sling- 
ing the. captain's canteen over my shoulder, and pla- 
cing my pistols in my belt, with my pike in hand, 
and my wife with hers, followed by Fidele, we first 
proceeded to the foimtain to fill the canteen with 
water, and then shaped our course along the west- 
em side of the isthmus, by the border of the lake. 
Finding ourselves «oon parallel with the cocoanut 
grove J we turned up from the beach to take a second 
view of it. The trees were lofty, and many thickly 
hung with fruit. Some of the nuts lay among the 
sand, a few of which had burst the outer sheU, and 
showed a vigorous shoot coming forth from a small 
aperture at one end of the nut; " I will collect some 
of these another day,'' said I, " to plant at our end of 
the isthmus, and then I will endeavour to get a few 
of the young nuts from the tree ; for we must not 
eat the old ones, their kernels being hard and indi- 
gestible." 

Looking aroimd, I observed that, in process of time, 
the decay of the wijd vegetation hsul rendered the 
soil pretty good about the cocoanut grove, so that we 
decided on putting in some of our seeds there. We 
again descended to the beach, and bent our course 
observingly along to the northward, skirting the 
sandy isthmus on the west. Not far from its termi- 
nation we arrived at a low sandy point, to the right 
of which was a small bay, at the bottom of whi^ 
rose a steep rock, projecting into the water, with a 
bold front directly opposite to us. The west side 
of this bay curved out also towards a rocky point at 
the extremity, while its gradual slope, beautifully 
wooded down to the water's edge, rose somewhat 
abruptly at a little distance from the shore, exhibit- 
ing from thence a thick forest, covering the lofty 
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hills that formed the remote background. We stood 
a while admiring this new scenery, rendered more 
interesting by the evolutions of a flock of gulls (those 
inhabitants of every sea), in pursuit of the smsill fish 
leaping and sparkling in the water even close to the 
beach. It was but a short walk to the bold rock in 
the bosom of the bay, and we proceeded to it, much 
amused with Fidele trying to catch the sprats or an- 
chovies, or whatever they were, that swarmed upon 
the coast. We soon reached the rock, which ap- 
peared to be forty or fifty feet high ; but, as it pro- 
jected perpendicularly into the deep water, there 
was no passing it, and we sat down upon a large 
stone near its base, glad to rest ourselves. When 
a little cooled from our exercise, we took a draught 
of water from our canteen, which we found grateful 
and refreshing. Our eyes were now arrested by 
our own noble promontory, which stood right over 
against us, distant about three miles to the south, 
and we both exclaimed at once, " What a ihagnifi- 
cent object it is !" The loftiest summit, immediate- 
ly over our vessel, appeared to be at least three or 
four hundred feet high ; while the lower part, to the 
westward, looked like a rugged chasm. BtJyond 
that, farther again to the west, the cliff rose in a 
conical form to at least two hundred and fifty feet. 
The highest summit seemed entirely naked of trees, 
but this hiU was wooded to the top ; and by its fig- 
ure and verdure, associated with the image of the 
cool spring at its foot, and the commanding aspect 
of its more barren neighbour, presented altogether 
a picture of great grandeur and beauty. 

After resting a reasonable time, we determined to 
cross the isthmus and return by the eastern beach, . 
which extended about half a mile to a low project- 
ing rocky point-— the very one on which the brig had 
nearly struck soon after her release from the reef. 
In about a quarter of an hour after resuming our 
walk we were on the eastern side of the v^^oassaa^ 

O 
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having had a beautiful s}flvan bank all the way on 
our left. Thus, and in the full enjoyment of peace, 
youth, and health, we proceeded homewsu^, only 
stopping now and then to pick up a beautiful shell 
which lay in our way, and arrived at the vessel a 
little after sunset. Too tired to make tea, we re* 
galed ourselves with a little wine and water and 
some biscuit, and then, kneeling down in the pres- 
ence of God, rendered to Him that which is justly 
his due — ^the sacrifice of praise, and prayer, and 
thanksgiving, and retired to rest. 

Monday, 7th. I set to work hard upon the plank 
house, and, having before carried all the materials 
to the spot, was now exclusively occupied with its 
construction. I kept at my task nearly the whole 
day, with my wife and Fidele beside me ; and, as the 
promontory shaded us, the air was not unpleasantly 
hot any part of the time. 

Tuesday, 8th. We kept close at our work upon 
the ridge, and were both delighted to see it drawing 
to a close. On Wednesday, the 9th, I got the roof 
on, and before sunset had the satisfaction to see the 
building completed. With beef and biscuit for our 
dinner, and our canteen replenished from the spring, 
we sat down on the floor of our new dwelling, and 
regaled ourselves cheerily. Fidele and the goats 
were of the party, he eating of our general fare, and 
the goats coming now and then for a piece of bis- 
cuit, which they took familiarly from the hand. 
We kept them, however, on the outside of the door, 
not wishing to teach them the habit of coming in, 
I was overjoyed at the completion of my task, 
which I had found much more laborious than we 
had first expected. My dear wife thanked me over 
and over again for what I had done, as it had been 
undertaken at her suggestion ; and thus well repaid 
for all my labour, although much fatigued, I return- 
ed with a jocund step to the ship, and, after our con- 
stant practice of kneeling in prayer, retired to enjoy 
the sweets of well-earned sleep. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Thursday, 10th January. I employed the early 
part of this morning in arranging matters on board ; 
but, before securing the main hatchway, I got up 
some half-inch board and a plank, to make a table at 
my leisure for the tent. We talked over our intend- 
ed operations at breakfast, and it was resolved to 
put some seeds and roots into the ground without 
loss of time, by which we hoped to propagate every 
vegetable we had except the plantain, in which we 
found no seeds. We looked over our store of fruit 
and roots, therefore, and found them all sound save 
one muskmelon, which had been a little bruised, 
and was beginning to spoil. I now proposed going 
on shore ; and, tsScing a couple of chairs from the 
cabin, and our muskmelon, we marched up to the 
plank house. I felt not a little important when the 
two chairs were placed in the new building : there 
was, indeed, a manifest exultation felt by us bith at 
the moment we seated ourselves for the first time 
under the roof of a building made with my own 
hands. After a brief period, Eliza went to the cave 
to feed the poultry, and I to get the spade and hoe. 
The fowls were there, but we could see neither 
ducks nor goats : I confess we were agitated, if not 
alarmed, and I more especially, thinking they were 
lost. " Don't fear, Edward," said she, " we shall find 
them ; the poor things are only gone to seek some- 
thing to drink ; you perceive there is no Water in the 
bucket." We accordingly hastened to the spring, 
where we found the stragglers, and were thus re- 
lieved from our anxiety. We first thought of dri- 
ving them directly back to the thicket ; but, as I was 
to be gardening near during the best part ot t\^5b ^a?) ^ 
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they were allowed to remain and feed where they 
were. 

' By sunset I had piit in several melon seeds of both 
sorts, and also seeds of the pumpkin, and turned up 
and hoed a nice spot of ground in the neighbour- 
hood of the spring. We were glad to see the pine- 
top look well, and I watered it after putting some 
more good earth round it We now drove the goats 
and ducks up to the cave, and in this operation Fi- 
dele acted a conspicuous part, which pleased us 
much, as we foresaw the use our Uttle friend and 
companion might be to us in bringing *^ our flocks 
and herds home at eventide." 

The sun did not set with its usual beauty this 
evening: the western horizon was overcast, and 
there had been httle Seabreeze all the day. We loi- 
tered for some time in the vicinity of our new hab- 
itation, treating the goats with the rind of our musk- 
melon. The sky, «ieanwhile, became completely 
overcast : the goats suddenly deserted us, uttering an 
unusual cry, and ran into the thicket. Apprehend- 
iag rain, we hastened towards our vessel, but had 
scarcely set fort^ before it came down in torrents, 
so th|||; we were wet to the skin in two minutes. At 
this time there was not a breath of wind, and it had 
suddenly become quite dark. We got on board with 
difficulty, not only drenched, but much fatigued, with 
poor Fidele, like a drowned rat, following us. As 
we went below, I pulled the top of the companion 
over, but there was already much water in the steer- 
age-passage : it was, besides, quite dark in the cab- 
in, and, from our being very wet, the want of light 
made us doubly uncomfortable. I drew the charge 
fr^m one of my pistols, and struck fire in the pan, 
so as to ignite some paper placed on a plate upon 
the table ; and, keeping the flame up with a ^w torn 
pieces for a minute or two, my wife brought a can- 
dle from the locker, which we lighted, and then glad- 
ly proceeded to change our clothes, the rain mean- 
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wiule continmng to fall in a deluge upon the deck, 
as if the very sky were coming down. We took 
off our dripping clothes, and put on our light night- 
things ; and, having done this, we only said " God 
preserve us !" and went to bed, leaving the candle 
burning in a candlestick standing on the plate. We 
could not sleep, the falling rain beat so heavily on 
the deck ; but there was no wind. ** Edward,*' said 
my dear wife, *' we shall have another hurricane ; 
let us put in the dead-lights." '* There can be no 
occasion for them, my love," I replied ; " we have 
no sea to encounter here : we are in a secure and 
protected harbour." " Oh ! I know," resumed she, 
tremblingly, '' that it will soon beffin to thunder and 
lighten, and blow a tempest ; and it will be dread- 
fiS !" " Well, but, my own," I replied, " we are safe ; 
and you express more fear than when we really 
were in danger." She sobbed. " You weep, Eliza,'* 
I said to her; "what is the matter?" "We have 
gone to bed, Edward," exclaimed she, " when most 
called upon, without pra3dng to that God who hath 
hitherto been to us a father." I felt the justice of 
tiie reproof; and, embracing her with respondent 
tears, we rose upon our knees, and implored fot^ve- 
ness and protection : we then lay down in peace. 

The rain continued to pour in torrents, and soon 
we heard the howling of the wind ; but, as it did not 
come in at the cabin windows, I concluded it was 
from the west. It soon began to howl tremendous- 
ly, and I feared every moment that the brig would 
break adrift, as it blew right ahead, and the ropes 
by which she was made fast to the rocks were venr 
slender. At last I could no longer continue in bed. 
I therefore got up, and went to look out at the com- 
panion door; but the wind and rain drove so fu- 
riously in my face, and it was so dark withal, that I 
could see nothing. After a while the rain ceased, 
but the wind, if we could judge by its roaring noise, 
blew still more violently. I listened attentvi^V) nk^ 
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every sound, to distinguish, if possible, whether the 
ropes were giving way ; and I got up from my seat 
several times, to endeavour to see from the cabin 
windows whether we were yet snug in our harbour. 
^ threw one of them open, to enable me the better to 
ascertain our situation ; but I could discern nothing 
but the water, covered with a sort of phosphores- 
cent light : it could not be from anything else, for 
the heavens were aU darkness above. No rest 
visited our eyelids ; and in this suspense, I may 
say agony, we remained till daylight, the, dawn of 
which was indeed gladness to our hearts, and our 
ease was complete on discovering that we remained 
unmoved in our safe situation. The wind lulled, but 
thj& rain continued to pour down unceasingly. I was 
glad, however, to throw open the cabin windows, as 
the air had become very close and oppressive. On 
looking out, I could see little change in the scene 
aaround us : the wind had blown from the northward 
and westward, and, as we lay under the lee of the 
sandbanks, the water was quite smooth beyond us, 
and nothing was id be seen floating on it. My first 
busihess was to get a swab and empty bucket, and 
swab up into it aSi the wet in the steerage and cab* 
in. The rain had now ceased : I therefore set open 
the companion doors, and, the windows of the cabin 
being already open, a thorough draught soon dried 
all below. 

The weather continued unsettled; and, as we 
foresaw more squalls of wind, with rain, Eliza re- 
mained on board to prepare a cold breakfast, while 
I set forth to see to the state of our livestock on 
shore, and, with much apprehension, for its fate, to 
reconnoitre the plank house that had cost me so. 
much labour. I took some corn with me, and was 
elad to find the goats and fowls in the cave, and the 
ducks safe outside, there being a sort of ledge before 
it which they could not ascend. I scattered some 
aS the com about, and in. an instant a whole flock of 
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pigeons flew down from the intericNr of the cave, aond. 
began to feed among the goats and poultry, the fowls 
now and then startling them from their feast by 
pecking them ; but, as no hostile hand had ever been 
raised against them, they evinced no more fear of 
me than of the animals, and, as they were the prior 
possessors of the island, I did not grudge them a 
share of what was going. I then turned to examine 
the plamk house, and was rejoiced to find it standing 
uninjured, excepting that two of the planks on the 
eastern part of the roof had been blown off, and were 
l3ring on the sand near it. I now hastened back to 
tifie vessel, lest my dear wife should be uneasy, and 
told her that all was well, but that it looked black 
around, and we might expect more bad weather. 
She was feeding the ducks in the coop when I came 
on board, and Fidele, her faithful squire, was helping 
her in the best way he could, by eating the larger 
pieces of biscuit, such as he might think would choke 
the poultry. We now went down to breakfast, after 
which we considered how we coidd employ our time 
to the best purpose on board, as the wealj^er would 
jnreclude our doing anything on shore. I bought it 
right, however, to inspect Uie ropes which fastened 
tli^ brig to the rocks, and gladly found they had not. 
been stranded in any part : the fact vras, Uie vessel 
was hard and fast in ihe sand fore and aft, and was 
therefore immovable. I next took a spell at the 
pumps, and it was an hour before they sucked ; so 
that I perceived I must not neglect this operation^ 
After this I took the boards into the oabin, and, hav- 
ing the carpenter's chest at my command, resolved 
to employ myself in making the sonall table for the 
house on shore, while my wife occupiiDd herself with 
her needle on a pair of new boot-Iega. 

During tibese labours the rain came down again, 
in torrents, sometimes with squalls of wind, and at 
other times with iJumder; but we naw felt secure^ 
80 that we woi^d and talked cheerMly^. We dis*^ 



80 sbawaed's narrative. 

cussed our prospects, and all that we proposed to do ; 
and it seemed as if our minds at this time were alto- 
gether engrossed with " bettering ourselves in life" 
— ^that principle of action which follows man even 
into solitude. To dig, plant, and sow were the ob- 
jects claiming our first attention, the ground being 
well soaked with rain. We talked over, therefore, 
how and where I should put in the yams and coccos, 
plant the Indian com, the fruit seeds, &c. My table 
needed not be very elegant, so I got on apace with 
it, while Eliza worked as briskly at Uie boot-legs ; 
and, being only interrupted by our short repasts, and 
now and then listening to the storm, we kept on in- 
dustriously till night, and finished our tasks to- 
gether. 

I took a look upon deck before it was dark, and 
saw the sky still threatening ; and, shutting the com- 
panion close, returned below. We knelt down to- 
gether in prayer, and then retired to rest, which 
we were so happy as to find, notwithstanding the 
increasing violence of the storm, during which we 
slept soundly, and arose at dawn perfectly refreshed. 

Saturday, 12th. This moming I again visited our 
stock and the plank house, and found all well. We 
employed ourselves during the greater part of the 
day, the weather continuing bad, in various use- 
ful operations. Of necessity we had become our 
own boot-makers, tailors, and sempstresses; but 
another occupation was now forced on our atten- 
tion, the contemplation of which was certainly not 
very agreeable, viz., washing. Eliza had never 
washed even a lawn cap, though some young gentle- 
women, more dainty about their headdress without 
than within, consume no small time with starch and 
pinners ; but my little wife had left all this to the 
maids ; and, indeed, her delicate hands were quite 
unfit for the employment. I offered to manage the 
whole affair for her ; but she said *' it was woman's 
work, and therefore her duty." ''Nay," answered 
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I, '' we can here make customs for ourselyes. We 
will, then, superintend together ; and I will make two 
washerwomen, which you and I will cause to do all 
the labour.^' " Indeed !" said she, smiling, *' if you 
accomphsh this, I shall tell it as a real ^ Tale of a 
Tub !' "* I laughed at her allusion to the Dean's alle» 
ffory, and instantly, without explaining myself far- 
ther, set about planning my two wooden domestics. 
I kept in my mind's eye a battledoor, and formed 
one of a piece of board, and then another of the 
same material, rather less. When finished, I put 
the small one into her hand, retaining the other my- 
self. " I will show you," said I, " how, on a smooth 
stone in the run of the spring, we can cause these 
wooden-headed damsels to beat our clothes as clev- 
erly and as clean as if they were the best laundress- 
es in Bristol ; and we shall then bleach and dry 
them in the sun." '* Excellent, Edward !'' cried 
she ; '* I never should have thought of such an ex- 
pedient." " Nor I, perhaps," I replied, " if I had 
not heard that the people in most hot countries 
wash in this manner." 

Towards evening it cleared up, and we were de- 
lighted to see a bright and tranquil sky. I hastened 
to. make a fire on shore, that we might boil our tea- 
kettle. Eliza set the tea-things on my newly-made 
table, as a compliment to me, and I was not insen- 
sft>le to the attention, trifling as it may appear ; but 
such are the pivots on which the hairiness of mar* 
ried life turns. She saw I was pleased with what 
she had done, and, with this Uttle additional excite- 
ment to an habitual happy feeling, we sat down to our 
refreshing meal, and then disembarked with Fidele. 

The sand was firm everywhere from the rain, so 
that we could have walked pleasantly without our 
boots. We looked at the stock, and passed over to 
the other side of the isthmus. The fountain was 

* The title of one of Dean Swift'i wotlu. 
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gushing impetuously into the brook it formed, which 
now ran like a small river into the lake. There 
was a good deal of seaweed, such as sailors call 
Gulf- weed, thrown on the beach, t^ogether with sear 
fans, coarse sponges, reeds, and some shells, but we 
did not stop to gather any of them. I filled the 
canteen with freiui water from the spring, and, ta- 
king a look at the cave and its inmates, and also at 
the plank house, we returned on board the vessel to 
rest. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Sunday, 13th January. The dawn was auspicious, 
and we hastened on deck to greet the rising sun, as 
his glowing chariot rested gorgeously on the wave, 
his bright newborn beams lighting up the sky and 
gleaming on the waters, and his cheering warmth, 
of which we had been for some days bereft, glad- 
dening our hearts. We watched him slowly emer- 
ging from the ocean with joy and admiration, and 
then, raising our thoughts from this sublime image 
to the mighty God who had ^created it, we offered 
praise and thanksgiving to the only object of wor- 
ship for all the wonderful bounties of his provi- 
dence. 

We dressed ourselves as usual for the Sabbath, 
and read the morning service. As we went out to 
walk, we were amused with the various deposites 
on the beach which the waves had thrown up during 
the tempest. Fidele also was busy at the water's 
edge, knocking about among the drift weed ; and we 
observed him attempting to lay hold of something 
stirring there, but quickly jumping away and bark- 
ing, and then retunung to the assault again. I took 
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the pike from Eliza's hand, and, removing some of 
the weed, descried an immense crayfish : it was in 
the act of devouring a fish that had been stranded 
by the storm. I thrust the end of my pike into the 
claw, which it held up as if in defence against the 
menaces of the dog, and happy for him it did not 
catch him by the nose, for it instantly clutched the 
iron point of my weapon, and kept hold so firmly 
that by it I dragged my prize out of the water safe 
upon the beach. This creature was well defended 
with spinous projections from its back and sides, 
and two large horns growing from its head, besides 
having two great claws like those of a lobster, 
which crayfish ordinarily want. Fidele would have 
attacked his formidable antagonist again, but my 
wife wisely caught the little Nimrod by the ear and 
held him fast, while I secured our captive by tying 
its claws with my handkerchief. We then returned 
to the ship, not a little pleased with our good for- 
tune, and passed the remainder of the day in devo- 
tional exercises aild innocent recreations. 

Monday, 14th. The morning proved fine, and the 
weather appeared settled. We agreed now to land 
all the ducks ; so we took them, eight in number, 
male and female, in two bags up to the cave, where 
they were greeted by their feathered kindred with 
loud and continued quacking. I left my wife there 
to feed the stock, while I went back to the vessel 
for the table I had made for the tent ; and, taking 
advantage of it to stand on, I replaced the two 
planks that had been blown from the loof by the 
storm. We then returned to the vessel, and, while 
my wife was preparing breakfast, I selected half a 
dozen yams and two dozen coccos, which I put into 
a sack, and with my spade and an axe set out for 
the cocoanut grove, Eliza carrying a little basket 
with provisions and her boardmg-pike, and Fidele 
following. The sand was firm, and the walking 
good all the way, so that we reached the si^t isx 
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about half an hour. We set down our things under 
the shade of three cocoanut-trees that Stood close 
together under the rocky part of the ridg^, and on 
a ledge of it we found a convenient seat. My first 
operation was to cut down one of the trees on the 
south side of the grove, where they were all laden 
with fruit of different sizes, and I chose the one 
that seemed the most in the way of my plantation, 
as the quantity of good ground at this place was 
very small. My axe being new, I soon felled the 
tree, and as it dropped, Eliza was at my side. I 
cut off the cocoanuts, twenty-eight in number, 
which she undertook to carry, one by one, to the 
ledge where our basket had been deposited. I now 
went to work with my spade, and was glad to find 
the soU tolerably good. As I proceeded I had to 
take up several younff trees, and was pretty well 
fatigued by a couple of hours of such work. My dear 
Wife had not carried above half the cocoanuts be- 
fore she was heartily tired too ; and, seating herself 
on the ledge, under the shadow of the rock, she 
spread cut our frugal meal, and called me to it. I 
came at her summons, and, after eating a little of 
what she had prepared, split the husks off a couple 
of young cocoanuts, and piercing them at the top, 
emptied their delicious milk into a tin cup she had 
brought in the basket. I tasted it and handed it to 
her, and as she drank, she every now and then ex- 
claimed, " How nice ! how cool ! how delicious !" 
I now cut off the tops of the nuts, and found a soft 
agreeable substance adhering to the sides, which we 
scooped out and ate. 

After the heat of the day.had passed I went to 
my spade again, and before evening had turned up 
a long, narrow strip of tolerable ground on the south- 
em margin of the grove, and had put in the yams in 
one part ahd the coccos in the other. My wife also 
had brought melon and pumpkin seeds with her, and 
-diligently sowed them wherever I directed as a fit 
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spot. We thus finished our task, and were glad. 
But grateful satisfaction gave a farther stimulus to 
exertion, and I clove the husks from half a dozen 
cocoanuts, and put the nuts into our sack. I emp- 
tied the canteen on the spots where the muskmelon 
seeds had been put in, and, not choosing to lose any 
part of our labour, bundled up some of the young co- 
coanut^trees I had uprooted, and gathering together 
the fragments of our provisions, we trudged back to 
the pljuik house, where we arrived a little before 
sunset. I was certainly very tired, but I would not go 
on board until I had planted four of the trees round 
the house, one at each end to the east and west, and 
two behind to the north. ^ The stars were out when 
this last work was completed, and so wearied were 
we, that, without looking at our stock, we crawled 
on board, leaving all our burdens at the plank house. 
Here we took some refreshments, and, after a short 
but fervent prayer, retired to rest. 

Tuesday, 1 5th. I was very stiff in the morning, 
and my dear wife also felt the effects of her fatigue ; 
but we got up and went upon deck, and after a thor- 
ough ablution with seawater, found ourselves great- 
ly refreshed. We walked up to the plank house be- 
fore breakfast to visit our stock, and found it chiefly 
outside of the thicket, ready to greet us. As there 
was nothing to close the house against their en- 
trance,, the goats and fowls had made free with the 
yams and biscuit left there in the basket the night 
before. I could not now feel that my building was 
completed until I had remedied this evil ; therefore, 
when we returned on board to breakfast, and while 
my wife was preparing it, I opened the main hatch- 
way and got up some laths, and, taking the door off 
the captain's stateroom, laid them all in order, and 
soon after carried them on shore. I nailed the laths 
outside across the windows, at the distance of about 
four inches apart, and then endeavoured to fit in the 
door; but it was neither high enouch \iQrt \sv«^ 

B 
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enough, so that I was obliged to place a board erect 
joined to one of the side-posts, narrowing the portal 
to exactly the size of the door. The hinges I nail- 
ed to the post, and then filled up the vacant space 
above the door with another strip of board. This 
was all done by two o'clock ; and my wife was no 
less surprised than pleased to see our palace now a 
castle, into which nothing could intrude. 

Having thus improved our residence on shore, I 
felt disposed to do something more, and after din- 
ner I put up a couple of boanis for shelves on the 
side opposite the door, by pushing the ends between 
two of the planks that formed the eastern and west- 
em walls. I next proceede# to make what would 
serve for a seat, a settee, a bed, or a dresser, as the 
case might be, choosing the west end of the build- 
ing as best suited for the purpose, because the sea- ' 
breeze blew in at the opposite quarter ; so, taking 
three planks, I thrust them through, side by side, be-, 
tween those of the building, and thus formed a seat, 
or whatever else it might be used for, under the 
Western window. I still went on, and laid six planks 
of similar dimensions lengthways along the front of 
the house, fastening them in their place by driving 
wooden wedges into the sand at their extremities 
and along the outer side . I had finished all this before 
sunset, and was 'quite exulted at what I had accom- 
plished. My wife, meanwhile, made several trips to 
the vessel, and brought up many things from the 
lockers for kitchen and table use ; and, in rumma- 
ging about, she fortunatdy found the tinderbox, steel, 
and flint, together with some matches and a roll of 
brimstone^h fh a small canvass bag. This was, in- 
deed, a great acquisition. She had stumbled over 
the crayfish in the steerage-passage, where I had put 
it on bringing it on board, and which hqih she and I 
had forgot in our late hurry and bustle ; but she now 
placed it in the basket and brought it on shore, where 
it was soon consigned to the pot, to be in readiness 
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for our supper. We next mustered the stock, and 
found them all there ; after which, closing our house, 
we returned to the vessel, taking out Sie crayfish 
from the pot on our way down, though we ate but a 
small portion of it at supper, finding it rather strong 
while hot. However, we were otherwise well sup- 
plied, or, at least, to our satisfaction ; and, after re- 
turning thanks, we retired to rest. 

Wednesday, 16th. I employed the early part of 
the morning in placing some fragments of rock to- 
gether, resting them against the foot of the promon- 
tory, so as to make a cooking place a little to lee- 
waSrd of the plank house. Having accompUshed 
this, I cut up some oCthe sticks and branches taken 
from the thicket in clearing the avenue to the cave, 
struck a light with the tinder-box, and kindled a fire. 
My burning-glass and gunpowder were thenceforth 
released from that duty, and 1 therefore replaced the 
large lens in the spyglass, and hung it up in the 
{dajik house. The goats and poultry were moving 
about between our habitation and the thicket, ana 
s my wife threw them some com. It was very pleas- 
ing to us, as we sat at 'breakfast, to see them 
thus domesticated, enjoying themselves close to our 
door. The lame ffoat seemed quite recovered from 
her accident, which induced me to undo the bandage 
and take off the splints by which we had secured the 
broken bone. 

I now put my pistols into my belt, and with spade 
and hatchet, accompanied by Eliza and her dog, set 
out for the open land beyond the silk-cotton^tree, to 
make a plantation there ; for none of the situations 
near our abode were very good, and I thought it ad- 
visable not to confine our roots aad seeds to one 
place. My dear wife, as usual, topk a basket with 
provisions, and with her pike for a pilgrim's staff, 
we proceeded on our way. While filling our can- 
teen at the fountain (our always momentary Ixalting- 
place), Fidele started an iguana, and presently killed 
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it. This was an acceptable feat on the part of our 
little friend, for a fresh meal was a fresh spring of 
health to us. I deposited the creature under a frag- 
ment of rock, and we went on through the wood. 
On our way we observed several sorts of trees, all 
strangers to me, and many of which were magnifi- 
cent ; while others, less stately, with their wide- 
spreading branches cast a delightful shade over our 
path. There were also many shrubs with flowers, 
and we were delighted with a beautiful little bird on 
vibratory wing, sucking the nectar from the bottom 
of one of them. As we approached the silk-cotton- 
tree grounds, we found the Indian fig, or prickly pear 
as it is called in Jamaica, growing in great abun- 
dance, the fruit of which appeared quite ripe, some 
being yellow, and some of a bright crimson colour. 
I was much disposed to taste them ; but, on attempt- 
ing to peel, or even to pull them, the spines or prick- 
les with which they are thickly beset forced me to 
desist. These figs grow round a projecting point of 
the promontory, that partially separates the wood- 
land region from the silk-cotton-tree grounds. 

From this spot we soon arrived at the great tree, 
and laid down our burdens at its foot, between two 
of the large spurs, which extended from the trunk 
in such a way as to divide the space round it into 
compartments, separated by these spurs, some of 
which rose four or five feet on the stem, gradually 
sloping down as they diverged from it. I now strip- 
ped off my jacket, and fell to digging where I found 
the soil good and not very shallow. Thus I contin- 
ued for a couple of hours ; but the sun having by 
that time full power, I ceased a while, to rest and 
cool myself. I now became aware that all my work 
here must be done early in the morning, seeing 
that the sun would continue to shine upon the place 
from tliis time until he set. I therefore gave up the 
idea of any more spade husbandry this day, and 
contented myself with putting in some pumpkin 
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and m^lon aeedA where I had dug, and also some 
pips of oranges and limes in spots here and there, 
on the skirts of the wooded region. 

About one o'clock we shifted our position to the 
north side of the cotton-tree, the shade there being 
complete ; and then, spreading out the contents of 
our basket, we did great justice to the crayfish, by 
the help of a lime and a few capsicums. After we 
had dined I felt unusually indisposed for exertion, 
and was not quite pleased with myself for the bad 
arrangements I had made for the day. But my dear 
wife consoled me by 8a3ring a thousand agreeable 
things, and reminded me of my great exploit the day 
before, and then sung to me my favourite little air, 
*' Oh ! how sweet the shady bower." The words 
were few, but the air and voice spoke of Paradise, 
and in a moment I was cheerful and alert. " Thank 
you, love !" I said, " we will now return to the 
plank house ;" but, spying a couple of oranges she 
had brought in her basket, I proposed eating them 
then, feelii^ very thirsty. The fruit was grateful 
to us both ; and, not to lose time, I put in the seeds 
we obtained from it on the northeast comer of the 
open space, hoping one day to see the spot an 
orange grove. This done, we proceeded to the silk- 
cotton-tree to gather together our implements, and 
returned by the fountain to the plank house, not 
forgetting to take up the iguana by the way. 

Early in the afternoon we went on board, but I 
was not idle : I neaiiy filled a large bag with yams 
and coccos for planting, which I took on shore and - 
deposited under the plank settee. On my return to 
the ship, Eliza had got all the fruit upon deck, and 
in two or. three more trips that also was transferred 
to the house, my dear wife carrying what she could. 
Standing upon a chair, she now said, " Hand me up 
the fruits, tmit I may place them along on the shelf." 
This was immediately done, and the pineapples, 
shaddocks, and musk and wa\«£ xftaVsti&^A.^i^'^^^^^ 

. H5i 
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with a great store of oranges and limes, made a 
goodly show above our heads : generally, they were 
yet in very fair condition. 

I employed the remainder of the evening in pre- 
paring more yams for planting. Tea was our wel- 
come refreshment at this hour : besides, it remind- 
ed us of our English home, and we did not hesitate 
to use it freely, as there was a good store of it on 
board, as well as an abundance of sugar and coffee ; 
nothing being required but a little labour to possess 
ourselves of these agreeable delicacies. After this 
reviving beverage, the sun being set, we fastened 
up the house and retired to our cabin, to finish the 
day with prayer and pass the night in repose. 

Thursday, 17th. We set out at daylight in the 
morning from the vessel, and, calling at the plank 
house, I accoutred myself as on the day before for 
my work. The goats and poultry were out as eafly 
as ourselves, the cock crowing lustily at our ap- 
proach : we threw them some com, and proceeded 
to the woodland plantation. On the way we were 
surprised and delighted by the cooing of doves, and 
the sweet notes of a bird like those of the nightin- 
gale. Hitherto we had not been beyond the fbunt- 
ain so early in the morning, and therefore had never 
heard such before ; but now we anticipated the 
pleasure we should derive from this lovely concert, 
should we ever be able to erect a residence near the 
silk-cotton-tree. Our burdens were deposited at the 
foot of that gigantic tree, and I went to work heart- 
ily^ The air was cool and pleasant, the birds con- 
tinued singing and the doves cooing all around us, 
-and at a distance, beyond the open ground, the inter- 
vening part of which was somewhat elevated, we 
heard paroquets making a less melodious noise. My 
dear wife, now bold in enterprise, set out with Fi- 
dele to the summit of the rising ground, in hopes of 
seeing some of them ; and when there, she could 
discern several, with green plumage, busily pecking 
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the fruit which hung chistering^rom the tops of the 
pahn-trees far beyond her. I remained at my la- 
bour without interruption for a couple of hours, du- 
ring which Bliza and her dog skirted the wood op- 
posite, and returned by the margin of the lake with- 
out accident or adventure. She described it to me 
as clear and smooth, and altogether beautiful : she 
saw several fish close to the shore, swimming to and 
fro, and a few waterfowl, as seagulls, cormorants, 
and divers* On her return we were both ready for 
breakfast, after which I dug between the cotton- 
tiree and the lake, in a little dell, for another hour ; 
and then, seeing I had ground •enough prepared for 
my yams, put mem in by eleven o^clock. Fatigue 
and the heat of the day then admonished me to 
desist. 

We now sat down under the shade of our noble 
tree to rest. I had by this time learned from obser- 
vation, that in the mornings the silk-cotton-tree plan- 
tation was thrown into shade during three or four 
hours after sunrise ; that from eight o'clock A.M. 
until nearly five in the afternoon we were in shade 
at the plank house ; and that between it and the 
vessel, close under the precipice, it was all shade 
nearly from sunrise to sunset. But the shadows 
were gradually shortening ; and it was obvious that, 
as the summer advanced, these cool situations would 
become less and less so. The sim, by the. middle of 
May, would be in the zenith at noon, casting no 
shadow all day excepting to the west or to the east, 
as he passed through the heavens. Since our arri- 
val on the island he had not risen before seven 
o'clock, and had set between five and six in the 2^- 
temoon ; but he would then rise between ^e and 
six, and not set until seven, which would be a long 
and hot summer's day. These were my reflections 
then, and they proved, as the seasons rolled over us, 
to be nearly correct. I had therefore resolved to 
make the best use of th,e timft^YkfeXL^^'SjaKw^v^ 
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which I had occasion to direct my labour were sha- 
ded from the sun ; and as this was the propitious 
season for .agricultural operations, I was the more 
induced to be diligent ; but my dear wife perceived 
I was working beyond my strong^, and often plead- 
ed with me to take more care of my health by avoid- 
ing such over-exertion. She said I had already 
planted enough for our future supply ; that we had 
a good stock of roots and fruits, and that the vessel 
contained flour and biscuit in abundance. I began 
to feel the necessity of yielding to her wishes, for I 
had already become thin and rather weak, so that I 
at last resolved to take my occupations easy, and 
make a pleasure rather than a toil of them. Indeed, 
we both had become sensible that two or three hours 
of rest in the middle of the day was necessary for 
the preservation of health in this climate ; and in 
this frame of mind we vrere quite disposed to stay 
where we were a while, and repose a few hours on 
our return to the plank house. 
. After this indulgence we visited the thicket and 
the cave, and it was on this occasion that 1 discov- 
ered some curious trees, about ten or twelve feet 
high, growing among the acacias. Large dry pods 
of a dark colour adhering to their branches, and not 
less in size than a. full grown cucumber, attracted 
my attention : some of them had burst, and their 
seeds were scattered on the ground. I picked up 
one of them, and, having bruised it with my teeth, 
was surprised to perceive that it was the cacao or 
chocolate nut. I collected as many as I could^ 
which might altogether amount to a quart. They 
were much smaller than any I had seen in Jamaica, 
and I concluded this must arise either from their 
being uncultivated, or from the situation in which 
they grew. I, however, hoped to find some in great- 
er peifection in the woodland region. Our livestock 
were outside, so that we had the cave to ourselves. 
^' I will ^o and fetch the spade," said I, '< and d^ up 
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some of the good soil which the biids hare deposit- 
ed, to dress 3ie roots of our young cocoanut-trees : 
^e sand in which they are planted is too poor for 
even their hardy nature.^^ £liza sat down, while I 
soon filled and carried out a couple of baskets for 
each tree ; but, in clearing away the manure near 
the mouth of the care, I dug up part of a soldier^s belt 
with a brass plate on it. This surprised us : I rubbed 
the plate with some sand, and thought I made it out 
to be Spanish. The discovery induced me to dig 
for an hour or two longer, but I fomid nothing 
more. When we arrived at the plank house, I put 
the belt carefully away for future examination ; but 
meanwhile we ventured various conjectures about 
how it might have got into the secluded place where 
we found it? Many of these were extravagant 
enough, and all, peihaps, wide from the fact ; but 
one thing was evident, that, from its state, it must 
have lain there a long time — perhaps a century. 
We now turned our thoughts to the more vcduable 
discovery of the chocolate nuts, which Eliza pro- 
posed trying for our breakfast the ensuing mormng ; 
and she accordingly employed herself in pounding 
them on a stone with the back of a hatchet, laying 
a piece of canvass beneath to catch the fragments. 

It was now time for our evening repast, and we 
sat down on the wooden platform before the plank 
house, each on a commodious chair, and our little 
dog in front of us, to our comfortable tea, in peace 
and quietness ; perhaps experiencing more real en- 
joyment than the world's society, with aU its blan- 
dishments, could bestow ! If we were deprived of 
its pleasures, we were exempted from its vexations 
also ; for nine tenths of the evils of this life pro- 
ceed from the conduct of the various persons with 
whom we are brought in contact. 

We reasoned thus, and felt the truth of the prop- 
osition I have stated ; still we had a si^h and «. t^^ 
for those we loved and had lait. \:^\mA\£L wst \3S&i:*^ 
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village. There was, however, no poignancy in our 
regrets ; we still hoped some day to meet and em- 
brace them again, through the mercy of that God 
whom we desired to serve in spirit and in truth. In 
this way we communed with each other till the 
time for retiring drew nigh, when, fastening up our 
house, and seeing our dumb companions repair to 
their retreat, we, too, serenely and happily bent our 
steps towards the brig. 

Friday, 18th. Alert for our husbandry, we set off by 
daybreak for the silk-cotton-tree plantation, our im^ 

Elements, bags of yams, coccos, and seeds being my 
urden. My wife brought some of the pounded choc- 
olate, which she prepared for our morning^s meal 
while I was digging up a rich piece of ground I had 
discovered in the dell between the cotton-tree and 
the lake. Having performed this, we sat down to 
our breakfast, which we much enjoyed, and there- 
fore felt some httle regret that we had not been 
able to find any cacao-trees in our way through the 
woodland, though our eyes had sought them in every 
direction. " Edward,"^ observed Eliza, " there seems 
much confusion in the name of cocoa : for the great 
nuts with the milk are called cocoanuts ; and the 
roots here, so like a potato, which you are going 
to plant, are also called cocoas ; and the nut from 
which we made this chocolate to-day, is in Eng- 
land called cocoa. I cannot comprehend how it has 
happened that so many dissiinilar things should re- 
ceive the same name !" *' I can, perhaps, solve the 
diflBculty, dear Eliza," replied I ; " for I know the 
chocolate nut is not spelled cocoa, but cacao, and the 
root, cocco. I suppose them to be all Spanish ap- 
^llations, and, if properly pronounced, they may 
be sufficiently distinctive." But, being more intent 
on my planting than discussing philological ques- 
tions, " Tell me, dear," said I, " did we not bring 
two l^jrge sugarcanes from Jamaica ? What has be- 
come of them 1 They are not lost, I hope, for they 
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would grow well where I have just been digging ; 
and although there is plenty of sugar on board, yet 
I should like to take two or three cuttings from 
them, and put them into this ground: they might 
prove useful to others, if not to ourselves." She 
approved of my intention, and after our talk I again, 
went to work with my spade, while she cut the 
yams^ and before noontide we had planted a good 
space with both yams and coccos ; not a few pump- 
kin and melon seeds were likewise put in in various 
directions. 

On our return home I stopped at the fountain to 
wash the basket, which had been soiled by its em- 
ployment the evening before, and, as it was our only 
one, I was sorry to perceive it rather worn by the 
hard duty I had made it perform. " Never mind, 
dear Edward," said my wife, *' I am neither a king 
nor a queen, but I thii& I shall be able to show you 
that I can be a basket-maker, and I will soon re- 
place it." " Heaven's best gift !" I exclaimed ; when, 
taking her arm in mine, we proceeded to our well- 
shaded house, where we reposed in the Spanish 
style for an hour or two during the heat of the day. 
At length, recollecting the sugarcanes, we roused 
iourselves and repaired to the vessel to search for 
them. After no small patience and perseverance, 
we at last found them in the steerage. I also took 
thence a piece of rope, which I unlaid, and made 
into a sort of plait which sailors call gasket. With 
this I formed two articles, to be used something in 
the way of a step-ladder. When they were finished, 
I told my wife that by their help I thought I could 
get down the cocoanuts without feUing the trees, 
and that on the morrow afternoon we would put 
them to the trial. She was quite delighted with the 
invention ; for, of all things, her kindly spirit dis- 
liked destruction of any sort, and especially when 
it was only for some personal gratification. It was 
now time to retire to our marine l(i^\ii<^. 



96 S£AWARt)'s NAARATIVE. 

Saturday, 19th. The early dawn found us on on? 
way to our little Eden, " to dress and to keep it ;" 
and, besides our usual articles for the purpose, we 
took our pineapple top, and three cuttings of sugar* 
cane, with two joints in each, to put into the rich 
ground I had discovered between the cotton-tree 
and the lake. Before ten o'clock I had disposed of 
all these stocks of future progeny, and, having so 
far succeeded to our satisfaction, we cheerfully re* 
traced our steps to recruit ourselves at the spring. 
My wife took her station on the fragment of rock 
on which we had first set, with our faithful little 
dog beside her, and tasted that pleasant water with 
thankfulness to the good God who had brought us 
into such a haven. Fidele, too, seemed pleased, as 
if contemplating the scene of his first exploit with 
the iguana ; and in this agreeable fellowship of past 
recoUections I left my two companions, trudging 
away myself towards the rocky point that projects 
into the lake, to visit my earliest beds of melon and 
pumpkin seeds, which had been now more than a 
fortnight planted. I was delighted to see them all 
above ground, and called to Eliza to come and par- 
take of my joyful surprise. I cleared the earth 
round them with the hoe, and then took a look at 
the first pinetop, to which I gave a little water, and 
secured the tops of the split shingles which I had 
placed about it in the form of a cone, to preserve it 
from the goats. This was quite necessary, for they, 
together with the ducks, were now almost always 
around the spring. 

Before noon we retired to the planks house, and 
were agreeably saluted there by the cackling of one 
of the hens, just strutting out from the thicket. 
" Thank you, madam," said I, " you have begun a 
good work : I understand you, and will soon endeav- 
our to find the treasure you have deposited." My 
dear wife was much ataused by my address to Dame 
Partlet, and joined with me in the pleasantry. I 
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lodt no time in making the search, and, after some 
time, foimd the welcome egg a little on one side of 
the cave's mouth, in a convenient retreat made by 
the fortuitous arrangement of some small fragments 
of rock. There was no reason for removing thence 
what we must yet consider as the nest-egg, but the 
fear of one we had never occasion to doubt before— 
our useful and faitliful little dog. 

We blew that dogs had as keen a relish for such 
dehcacies as the best of us, and we did not like to 
leave even a possible cause of temptation, and per- 
haps of displeasure, in the way of our dumb and un- 
witting friend and companion. It was therefore re- 
solved to bring the egg into the house, and place it in 
safety on the shelf, while I went to work with some 
shingles and a few pieces of plank to construct a 
house for our fowis to lay, and ultimately to hatch 
in. Eliza had gradually acquired courage in our new 
situation, and she proposed going, meanwhile, with 
Fidele, to the margin of the lake, to gather some of 
the large reeds or canes which the late storm had 
' driven on shore, to make baskets of them. I did 
not oppose her, as there was no apparent danger, 
and she was not to be far from me. She therefore, 
with pike in hand, and followed, or, rather, prece- 
ded by Fidele, set off on her expedition. I had con- 
ceived the plan of my depository for the fowls, reg- 
ulating its size by the length of the shingles^ which 
was about two feet, and with these and a few pieces 
~of plank I constructed a place on four props, about 
as large as one of the largest chests of tea, in about 
a couple of hours. But, before I had half finished it, 
Eliza rejoined me with nearly two dozen capital 
canes or large reeds, which she laid down beside 
me in the cave, while she drew forth some beautiful 
shells she had picked up, that had been cast up by 
the late storm, and which she now arranged on a 
piece of board that lay near us. They were, indeed, 
very perfect, and highly polished ; and, as she dis- 

I 
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played them before me, i^e delightedly expatiated 
on the perfections of Him whose least works are so 
transcendentiy beyond all that man can do. '^ There 
is great vanity in human beings, Edward," said she, 
*^ to suppose that all things were made merely to 
please and gratify them. Oh no! Think not, 
though man were not, the earth would want spectSr 
tors — God want praise !" " My dear Eliza !" I ex- 
claimed, laying down the piece of plank I held in 
my hands, and embracing her, ^* such were the beams 
of celestial light which Siy much-beloved father was 
wont to shed around him. May that God whom 
thou so adorest spare thee long to comfort thy Ed- 
ward, and once more to bless the eyes of thy revered 
parent !" We wept. 

I completed my task more than an hour before 
sunset, but was too tired to fulfil my promise of try- 
ing my gaskets that evening at the cocoanut grove ; 
so, after making up a nest in the hen-house with 
some dried grass, and fixing a piece of slanting 
board for the fowls to walk up to its entrance, my 
wife placed the egg within, and finished by strew- 
ing some com upon the board to lead them to their 
new retreat. We regaled ourselves with tea and 
roasted plantafhs, and felt peculiar delight in the 
retrospect of the day. Before we had concluded 
our meal (which, by-the-way, we were in no hurry 
to finish, it being so pleasant in the open air upon 
the piatform), our colony gathered round us, when 
some com was thrown to the poultry, and the goats 
received for their share the thick rind of a water- 
melon we had eaten at dinner with our salted food. 
Poor Fidele had nothing but a bit of biscuit for his 
repast : we, indeed, often wished for a little fresh 
provisions, if it were only for his sake. There are 
persons who would laugh at this feeling for the com- 
lort and health of a dog, but I would not choose 
such persons for my friends. The sun set, and we 
all retired to our respective resting-places. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Sunday, 20th January. Although it was the Sab- 
bath, we arose with the dawn, and enjoyed our ablu- 
tions of seawater ; and, after dressing ourselves at 
least in clean attire, retaining our amended costume 
of conveniency, we left the vessel early for our res- 
idence on shore, there to breakfast, and perform 
our religious services in the forenoon. It was the 
first Sabbath we observed with prayer upon the 
shores of that land on which we had been cast, and 
we could not but be impressed with the merciful 
providence of God, who had preserved us from a 
watery grave, which we now firmly believed to 
have been the lot of our captain and all his crew. 
After reading divine service, we conversed on this 
awful subject, charging ourselves with great cold- 
ness of heart towards our heavenly Father, and 
also with something like indifference to the fate of 
our companions, as hitherto we had made no effort 
to gain the summit of the promontory, whence, by 
the aid of the ship's spyglass, we might possibly 
discover some trace of them, if it were only the 
melancholy wreck of their boat lying on the shore. 

These reflections stimulated us to undertake the 
ascent of the promontory, which was very steep, 
seeming, in truth, an absolute precipice. We, how- 
ever, presently accoutred ourselves for the expedi- 
tion. I put the pistols into my belt on oiie side, 
and a hatchet on the other; slinging the spyglass 
ovet one shoulder, and our canteen over the other. 
In my hand I took a boarding-pike for defence, if 
needed, and for a walking stsSf to help me on my 
way. My dear partner tied up a couple of oranges 
in a handkerchief, and with her pilgrim's staff afiiO} 
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and Fidele running by her side, we set forward a 
little before noon, stopping at the spring to fill the 
canteen. As soon as the low rocks and brushwood 
would allow, we turned round the base of the hill, 
and found the ascent not near as steep as we had 
supposed ; but the shrubs, and small trees, and spine- 
pointed aloes retarded mjLpoor Eliza's progress so 
much, that I was obliged to pioneer at almost every 
step with the hatchet, and remove the lopped branch- 
es as well as I could with the end of my pike ; 
for the thorns and prickles of some of the plants 
could not be encountered with the naked hand, so 
that I soon found I wanted a billhook instead of a 
hatchet. I was glad in remembering there were 
plenty on board : they are made for the purpose of 

Eenetrating thickets ; cutting first, and then, by their 
ooked bill, la3dng hold of the lopped branch and 
pulling it aside. We contrived, however, ta struggle 
forward, though advancing but slowly. At one 
time, quite fatigued, we were about to return, when 
we were suddeSy encouraged to proceed by descry- 
ing at some little distance the opening in the back 
of our cave. After an hour's hard labour we gain- 
ed the spot, and were surprised at being able, with 
very little difficulty, to climb over some projections 
of the rock, so as to look through the aperture, 
which was a somewhat long passage, directly into 
the cavern. I hallooed, expecting some pigeons 
would fly out, but we did not see any. We now 
determined to return back into the shaded region, 
and seek another way of ascent in that direction ; 
but, by the time we had descended the side of the 
acclivity, we were so heartily tired that we gladly 
sat down under the shade of a tree at the foot of 
the promontory, and partook of an orange for re- 
freshment. 

We found ourselves renovated after resting a 
while, and then proceeded to attempt the height on 
the side which forms a boundary between the wood- 
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land region and the silk-cotton-tree plantation. W(^ 
made considerable progress up a wild ravine, beset 
i¥ith the Indian fig, till it brought us to a very steep 
and rocky ascent, on which we observed shrubs 
bearing leaves like those of the palm-tree, but much 
shorter and more erect. I could have managed to 
clamber up this formidable pass myself, but it was 
not possible for my wife. Full of courage, however, 
ihe made the attempt, and not until she had severe- 
ly hurt herself by falling several times could she be 
persuaded to give it up. At length we agreed again 
to measure back our steps, which we did leisurely ; 
and as we rested here and there, I planted in various 
spots on the sides of the ravine the pips of our 
orange. After being out above four hours, we reach- 
ed the plank house much fatigued, and lay down 
on the wooden settee to rest our wearied limbs. 
We were too tired to talk much, yet I could not but 
express my regret at our discomfiture. "Never 
mind, Edward, you made a resolute beginning,^' was 
her ready reply, " and by some other route we may 
succeed better." She always had a word of hope 
for me, and such to man is the great cheerer of life. 
Although extremely weary, we read a chapter from 
St. Jolm, a divine companion in our transatlantic 
Patmos ; and, closing our land-house door, retired at 
an earlier hour* than usual to our lodgings on board 
for the night. 

Monday, 2l8t. In the morning, finding our limbs 
very stiff, we subjected ourselves to a thorough ab- 
lution with seawater, and it acted like a charm, per* 
fectly restoring us. Retiring below, we talked over 
our disappointment in not being able to ascend the 
promontory, not only that we might look around for 
our companions, but that we might acquire some 
knowledge of our exact situation, not being as yet 
certain whether we were on an island or on the 
Main. I therefore urged my affectionate wife to al- 
low me to climb the height alone, but to this h.<&i:' 

12 
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fears would not consent. I now felt I had no 
resource but to make a path, little by little, so as to 
admit us to ascend together at some future time ; 
and, a billhook being necessary to the undertaking, 
I opened the main hatchway, and soon found the 
case in which they were kept. I drew from it a 
couple ; and as it occurred to me that a plurality of 
spades and hoes would save the trouble of carryinff 
those implements from one plantation to another, I 
took out pairs of them also. The Indian com which 
had been deposited in the steerage being expended, 
I at this time got up a large bag of that- article by 
means of the winch, which enabled me to hoist it ea- 
sily out of the hold. My next object was a bag of 
biscuit, which I also got on deck. We were glad of 
this supply, as our biscuit had been out for some 
days, and our/ poultry having begun to lay, we were 
desirous to feed them well ; also, we were anxious 
to have some whole com to put into the ground, that 
which we had been using having been all bmised on 
purpose for feeding. 

We had been tantalized nearly every evening by 
seeing the mullet leaping almost within our reach 
without being able to take any. This set me to con- 
trive a small punt (a sort of flat-bottomed boat), 
which I thought might be easily constructed. £11* 
za, however, evinced some scmples about its safety, 
but I soon succeeded in calming her fears. I got 
out some suitable plank, therefore, and boards from 
the hold, together with nails and other requisites 
from the carpenter's chest, and carried them on 
shore, when, everything being ready, I set heartily 
to work upon my punt, my dockyard being the slope 
of the beach, to the northward of the rocky point, 
ahd close to the water's edge. My little bark was 
thus constmcted : five planks, each twelve feet in 
length and one in breadth, were laid side by side, ai^ 
pieces of plank, four feet ten inches long, were nail- 
ed across them, allowing one inch clear on each 
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Bide ; and in nailing them, care was taken to leave 
an interval of two inches between each third and 
fourth crosspiece. Into these intervals, of which 
there were three, a crosspiece of the same dimen- 
sions was inserted edgeways, which necessarily fit- 
ted in tight, as the planks were just two inches in 
thickness. To ^e ends of these upright crosspie- 
ces the side boards were nailed, which were of elm, 
and, being one inch in thickness, their edges just 
filled up the space beyond the extreme ends of the 
crosspieces, and rested on the flooring ; these boards 
were two feet in breadth, which I considered a suf- 
ficient height for the sides of my vessel. The stem 
part was formed by a piece of elm board five feet 
long, placed nearly perpendicular to the floor of the 
punt, and the bow by cutting the side boards with a 
greater projecting slope from below upward, be- 
neath which another five-feet cut of elm board was 
firmly nailed across, and secured, as was also the 
Stem, by inside crosspieces and uprights. ' On the 
evening of the 21st my punt was all put together, 
but it recjuired to be calked before it could be 
launched. 

Thursday, 24th. I made a fruitless search in the 
ship for oakum, and, as a last resource, was about 
setting to, with my dear helpmate, to pick some 
large rope to pieces for oakum, when I bethought 
me of a place in the brig I had not yet explored, 
and where it might probably be. This was the for6- 
cuddy, a sort of storeroom for sails and other things 
vnder the forecastle, and secured by a small hatch. 
I instantly repaired thither, and, getting off the 
hatch, went down. A welcome sight greeted my 
eyes ; for I found not only oakum in a large bag, but 
a pitch-kettle, and half a barrel of pitch. I saw also 
a bale of canvass, some spare sails, and a good deal 
of cordage, all which was a most valuable discov- 
ery. I hauled up the bag with the oakum, and took 
it on shore ; and then returning for a large and small 
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calking-iron, a mallet, and the grease-box, I was 
quite set up, and purposed proceeding to business 
immediately. My zeal, however, had run a little 
before the order of things, for I found the bottom 
must be calked first : so I had to return and get a 
couple of handspikes to turn over my punt ; for, al- 
though it was only twelve feet long, five feet broad, 
and two feet high, I could not place it in a proper 
position by strength of arm alone; but with the 
handspikes, and the help of my dear wife, I soon 
succeeded in turning it bottom up. When this had 
been accomplished, I perceived that I must not only 
calk the bottom, but pay it with pitch, before I could 
proceed to work on the interior ; so back I trudged 
for the pitch-kettle ; and in getting this on shore, 
and a sufficient quantity of pitch, nearly the whole 
day was consumed, so that it was not till the follow- 
ihg I could fairly commence. 

Friday, 35th. As early as possible I set about the 
calking, having first made a fire, and put on the 
pitch-pot with its contents. For fear of setting my 
pitch in a blaze, I kept the embers low, and wlule it 
was preparing, laboured briskly with my large calk- 
ing-iron, driving the oakum into the s6ams between 
;lhe planks that formed the bottom. I completed 
thi^ part of the business before breakfast, and even 
payed the seams over with a good coat of hot pitch. 
After partaking of this refreshing meal by the side 
of Eliza in the plank house, she walked down with 
me to the punt, and employing one of the handspikes 
while I lifted by hand, we soon turned our boat over 
a^ain on her IJottom. She was delighted with the 
idea of having jendered me an assistance without 
which, I told her, I really could not have succeeded, 
i continued to work all day, but my progress was 
comparatively slow ; for I perceived I had other 
carpentry jobs to execute, which I had forgotten* 
like the man who built his house without a staircase. 
Thus I had to place a thwart for the rower to sit on^ 
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and jnns for the oars, besides a seat towards the 
stem : so I extinguished the fire under the pitch-pot, 
not being able to pay the seam» till all these jobs 
were done. However, I completed the whole of 
the woodwork by evening entirely to my satisfac- 
tion. 

Saturday, 26th. I finished the calking before 
breakfast, and, having made a fire again under the 
pitch-kettle, payed all the seams, inside and out, by 
two o'clock; and while the pitch was yet soft, 1 
threw handfuls of sand in every direction within the 
punt, that it might mix with ana adhere to the pitch, 
so as in a great measure to prevent its sticking to 
our clothes. I now went up to dinner, and aiter 
our usual repose during the heat of the day, walk- 
ed my dear wife down in triumph to see my work 
completed. I brought with me a piece of rope for a 
painter to the punt, and made it fast to the bow. 
Then taking a plank for a lever, and raising the end 
of the little vessel next the water, I requested^ my 
helpmate to shove one of the handspikes under it for 
a roller. That done, I elevated the other end in the 
same manner, and placing the other handspike be- 
neath it, with the necessary force applied to the 
plank lever the punt went off cheerily into the wai- 
ter, and great was our joy at seeing the little ship 
afloat. I wound the extremity of the painter se- 
curely round a fragment of rock, and thus we left 
our little fishing-smack, exulting in our work. 

I can never forget the well-timed and agreeable 
feast prepared by my dear wife at the plank house 
to greet me on my return thither ; and even the rec- 
ollection of which gives me more delight than some 
men derive from the most elaborate pleasures. En- 
joyment presupposes a certain capability, and there 
are many requisites to constitute that capability. 
Our dear Mr. Goldsmith often said, " Satan can grant 
possessions, but enjoyment is the gift. of Grod, and 
most especially the enjoyment of setrospection." 
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The shaddock cut up on this occasion was as laig^ 
as the best melon that growd in England ; its into- 
ribr was a blight salmon colour, and its flavour that 
of the orange, with the addition of an aromatic bit- 
ter, which rendered it highly grateful to the palate. 
We preserved its seeds in a little paper bag, of which 
Eliza ha4 made several during the last week for 
such purpose. 

The week being now so well finished — Shaving, in- 
deed, earned the promised rest by ^^ the sweat of 
our brow^' — ^we looked forward with thankfulness 
to the " day of rest" which the goodness of God has 
appointed, and without which, little as we may 
sometimes think of its importance, even the most 
diligent would become weary of the occupations of 
life, while a worse evil would follow: such con* 
tinned labour would estrange our thoughts from that 
future state of spiritual existence for which we 
were created, and to secure which our heavenly 
Father has never ceased Mnging forward dispensa* 
tions of righteousness and mercy. 

Sunday, 27th. We kept the day without any in- 
termixture of temporal anxieties. In sweet traa- 
quillity of mind we went through the service of tho 
Church in the morning, and in the evening read sev- 
eral chapters in Isaiah and St. John, recreating our- 
selves at times by walking the ship^s deck. Whea 
night jdrew on, we. retired to our cabin with unusual 
comfort, and awoke at the dawn quite refreshed 
by undisturbed sleep and the rest of the previous 
day. 

Monday, 28th. As some laundry-work was to be 
done this day, my wife and I, her helpmate on the 
occasion, repaired early to the springs where, pull- 
ing off our boots and stockings, with our battle- 
doprs in hand, the virtue of which we were now go- 
ing to try, we fixed on two large smooth stones in 
the stream, and went to our task. The running wa- 
ter cleared ti^f linen at every stroke*, and by break- 
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fast-time we had prepared a considerable quantity 
for drying, each taking an end of the l^eaviest ar- 
ticles, and by twisting contrariwise wringing them 
well. " There, my dame," said I, " as your lord 
and husband could not have turned the punt without 
you, so you could not have rinsed these ^eets 
without him. Our situation shows, therefore, now 
much is t J be effected by mutual assistance, and 
that, if it is rejected or refused, many useful things 
must remain unaccomplished. To such a lesson, 
also, is the tendency of God's providence in the or- 
der of l|is creation." " God is good, and perfect in 
all his ways, my dear Edward," she replied ; " but 
man is too often wise in his own conceit, and there- 
fore proud, and the destroyer of his own comforts." 
We spread out the clean linen to dry, and then 
walked up to the plank house to take our usual 
morning repast. That over, we returned briskly to 
our work; and in a couple of hours more finii^ed 
our task. My next business was to make a couple 
of sculls or small oars for the punt ; and, having 
previously provided two pieced of lancewood, each 
about six feet long, I fell to work with my hatchet 
and adze, and contrived to give them both shape by 
two o'clock. The linen by this time was dry, so I 
bundled it all up in a tablecloth, and carried it to 
the plank house, where I found my Eliza, with her 
constant attendant Fidele, fast asleep. I would not 
disturb her, as she had been much fatig^ued with our 
washing operations in the morning ; and as she 
had had only cold sak beef for some time, I thought 
of surprising her with something like a pepper-pot, 
a favourite £sh in Jamaica ; and, putting on a stew- 
pan, vrith a due quantity of meat and a few of our 
vegetables, with capsicums and other seasoning, I 
m^e what I hoped might prove a savoury mess. 
When it was done and placed upon the table, I 
waked my dear wife in my accustomed way, and 
led her to the repast I had provided. She igt^aiasi^ 
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'my pepper-pot hig^hly ; and, much as I might be dis^ 
posed to think well of my own work, I fancied ev- 
ery mouthfulibetter for each word of her commen- 
dation. 

We enjoyed ourselves in the cool shade for an 
hou^^i^ter our meal, conversing on various subjects. 
As the eveniiig drew to a close, " Now for some 
mullet, my love !" cried I, rising from my chair : my 
wife smiled. I knew it was doubtingly, for I could 
ever read her mind in her look. " Well, we will 
try," added I. " That is wisely said," she replied ; 
*' but you are always ardent, dear Edward, ana such 
feelings can only be reined in by experience." 
" Now, dear Eliza," I rejoined, more pettishly than I 
remember ever to have done before or since, " what 
can youitnow about experience — ^at least in catching 
mullet V I saw the tear come into her eye, and 
felt what I had done : I lost not a moment, therefore, 
in throwing myself on her neck, and kissing from her 
cheek the hallowed drop I had caused to fall there. 
The cloud passed away, and the sun of peace again 
smiled on us. We walked to the cave to see our 
poultry, and sauntered about until after sunset, feed- 
ing our stock as they came home, and amusing our- 
selves in various ways until the soft twilight vanished, 
which in this country, at any season, is very short. 
We then went down to the beaCh, where I drew up 
the punt, and placed a tin baking-pan on the bow, 
with some oakum and rotten wood in it, to which I set 
fire. I next took the two oars, and was about to 
shove off, saying, " Now for the attempt I" " Nay, 
dearest," cried my Ehza, " you shall not go without 
me, for I do hope you will be very successful." She 
stepped in, and sat on the seat astern. I rowed out 
for twenty or thirty yards, the mullet beginning to 
leap at the light soon after we shoved off. They 
came down literally in a shower, many falling into 
the boat, on me and on her, and one of them fairly 
dropped into the baking-pan, beating about till we 
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landed ; so that in five minutes we returned to the 
shore, and found nine fine fish in the punt, besides 
the more adventurous fellow close to our torch in 
the pan. " I prayed for your success, my honoured 
husband," said my wife, as we landed ; " I should have 
been very unhappy if it had fallen out otherwis€|af- 
ter my recent unkind behaviour to you." "No, 
love," I replied, " you were not unkind ; your admo- 
nitions are always conceived in kindness and in wis- 
dom : it was I who betrayed an unbecoming peevish- 
ness ; but all is well again, and the demon of discord 
is disappointed in his aim." We sealed our affection 
with a tender embrace, and, knowing there were no 
thieves to purloin our fish, left them in the punt, and 
retired to our ship to repose. 

Tuesday, 29th. As usual we arose with the day, 
and went to our abode on shore. My dear wife's ob- 
ject was ta^." get up our linen." She had taken out 
flat-irons with her for our household at Balize, and 
our wooden settee, with a blanket thrown over it, 
making a good ironing-board, she soon set to work 
like an experienced laundress. While she was thus 
employed, I brought up the fish and displayed them 
before her : some were much larger than others, and 
arf5 called ccdipeavar in Jamaica. We were much 
gratified by the sight of this fresh and more whole- 
some food — she more especially, since it had been 
procured by my exertions ; yet it was evident that 
in this hot country we could not eat them all before 
some would spoil, and though but yesterday we had 
regretted not having any, now we lamented having 
so many, it being a useless waste of life. I took 
them, however, to the spring, and after preparing a 
couple for present use, replaced the rest in the bas- 
ket, leaving them under the shade of the rock in the 
cool water at the spring head, and putting a few 
stones on them to prevent them from floating away. 
I broiled the two for our breakfast, and we relished 
them much : Fidele, too, partook joyfully of oui t^- 

K 
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past — indeed, all the family, with the exception of 
the ^oats, so that there was not a fragment left. 
-' The remainder of the day was passed by Eliza in 
ironing, while I employed myself near her m making 
some necessary carpentry additions to our wooden 
palai^e. Our dinner, like our breakfast, was fish — 
the excellent calipeavar boiled and eaten with lime- 
juice and bird-pepper. God's bounties were always 
like a sacrament to my Eliza, for she found in them 
all something more than food — indeed, a verification 
in her own bosom that His children " do not live by 
bread alone !" When we had finished our repast, 
" My dear Edward," said she, gathering up the small 
seeds of the bird-peppers, which were red ripe, " we 
must plant theise, and also the seeds of the capsicum : 
we ought not to waste anything." " True," I repli- 
ed, " and they are of great use to the stomach in 
this relaxing climate." " Indeed, it seems," return- 
ed she, " that in every country there are found fruits 
and spices most appropriate — thus mustard and 
horseradish are the natural spices of England — so 
bounteous is Providence to the peculiar wants of his 
creatures ; and I confess that here I give the prefer- 
ence to the capsicum and small peppers." " We 
will sow some of them this very evening," I replied, 
" and at the cocoanut grove. There I shall also try 
our gaskets, my success in fishing having put me in 
high hopes as to that exploit." 

While we were talking, Fidele had run off to the 
spring to quench his thirst, and came back frisking 
about in an unusual way, which we observed and 
were amused with for some time, till we perceived 
he wanted us to go with him. Eliza rose, and on 
my doing the same he ran before us, then came back, 
and then again went on, playing gently forward till 
we arrived at the fountain, and here we found the 
object of his attention — our lame goat, with two 
young kids at her feet. We were delighted at the 
sight, and almost as much so with the sagacity, 
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nay, sometliing like sympathy, of our little dog. 
While we gazed on the newborn creatures, he fell 
to lapping the stream, so that we were really in- 
duced to believe that he. had not even stopped to 
drink, after descrying the goat with her young pro- 
geny, till he had run back to bring us the tidings. 
We were highly gratified at this expected event hav- 
ing terminated so propitiously. 

I now took a spade, a hatchet, a sack, and my 
gaskets, and Eliza being, armed vnth her pike, we 
set off for the cocoanut grove, distant about a mile 
and a quarter. On our arrival, we were glad to see 
the melon and pumpkin seeds we had planted a 
fortnight before well above ground, but there was 
yet nothing appearing from the yams or coccos. 
" Now, my love,** said I, " we will try what we can 
do with the gaskets." She owned afterward that 
she was afraid I should fall in attempting to climb 
the tree, but she waited patiently to see whether 
there was any real danger before expressing her- 
jself by more than a look of solicitude. In perfect 
silence she watched me take one of the gaskets, 
and pass one bight of it through the other round the 
tree, so that the depending bight made a stirrup at 
about three feet from the ground, and into which I 
put one foot, and stood steadily, having one arm 
round the trunk of the tree above. I then placed 
the other gasket in the same way, a little high- 
er, and into the stirrup of it I set the other foot, 
when, loosing the lower gsfsket, I moved it above, 
making a third step, then again loosing the other 
and placing it uppermost, and so 'on. I thus as- 
cended easily, and without danger, to the great de- 
light of my Eliza. Having sained the top, I took 
my hatchet from my belt, and, desiring her to keep 
out of the way, I lopped off the footstalks of the 
cocoanuts with little difficulty, and in a few min- 
utes detached twenty-three of them. This being 
done, I quickly descended, and felt quite dia^^oae^Ltfik 
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exalt myself for my prowess; but my too partial 
wife left me no occasion to do so, as she said all 
that self-love could most earnestly desire. We 
threw the cocoanuts towards the rocky ledge (our 
accustomed spot of refreshment here), where we 
sat down, and I proceeded to cleave off the husks 
with my hatchet. The first one I opened, and gave 
her the milk to drink, which she pronounced deli- 
cious, and I regaled myself with the second. Mean- 
while, she employed herself in sowing the pepper 
seeds in various little patches of soil among the 
rocky fragments of the ledge, and I saw with pleas- 
lure that the spots were well chosen. Having de- 
tached the husks, from twenty-one young cocoa- 
nuts, besides the two we had used, I put them into 
my sack, with four old ones that had fallen from the 
irees, still in their husks, and which were beginning 
to genninate; then, throwing the sack over my 
shoulder, we turned homewani, full of satisfaction 
at the success of our expedition. 

The sun had set before we left the cocoanut 
grove, and tlie stars were out by the time we arri- 
ved at the plank house, where our simple supper was 
set on the table. We lingered over it, enjoying the 
tranquil hour, as we had nothing to dread, and well 
knew our way on board; and, as not a breath of 
wind was stirring at the time, I lighted a candle, to 
enable my dear wife to read a small portion of 
Scripture, which she desired to do. This pious ex- 
ercise, however, was soon interrupted by a swarm 
of sandflies, which tormented us to such a degree 
that we were forced to decamp and retire to our 
ship, which we gained without any accident, and 
found in our cabin a night of happy and uninterrupt- 
ed repose. 

Wednesday, 30th. We paid our compliments 
early this morning to the two young strangers and 
their mother : we met her bleating at the .mouth of 
the cave, where we had left her, appearing rather 
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distressed, as the kids could not follow her down the 
rocky step which formed the threshold. Notwith- 
standing the noise she made, the wild pigeons, un- 
scared, were pecking along with the fowls at the 
corn scattered on the floor, nor did any of the party 
move a wing at our approach. I guided the kids 
down to their mother, and she immediately led 
them into the thicket. My dear wife stopped me 
here to look at her collection of eggs. She had 
completed a deposite of twelve, besides placing two 
more, freshly laid ones, in another comer; and 
there were eight in the nest, which we were glad to 
see, as it proved that more of the pullets had begun 
paying us this welcome tribute. Trifling as these 
things would be at our English home, in our solir 
tude they were objects of the first importance. 

I now proposed that we should lose no more time, 
but proceed immediately to our planting at the silk- 
cotton-tree. All my requisites were therefore got 
together, and Eliza had only to take up her basket 
with refreshments, and a small bundle of reedy 
canes, to try her skill hi constructing another like 
it. The sea looked so placid, and the air was so 
sweetly fresh, that I expressed a wish to venture 
along shore in the punt. She consented with alac- 
rity ; and having stowed our separate burdens safe- 
ly in its bottom, I seated her securely, our little dog, 
without any hesitation, leaping in after his mistress. 
The water was perfectly smooth, and we got to the 
cotton-tree beach in about the same time we ishould 
have done had we walked. Fidele was first on 
shore. I then handed out my wife, and, having ta- 
ken out our things, drew the punt a little farther 
along, to where the beach becomes rather elevated 
and rocky. We did not go up to the great tree, but 
made our headquarters under a shelving rock on the 
beach, now in shade ; and, while I went to work in 
the dell south of the tree, my wife commenced her 
basket. Having first marked out twenty^four yointA^ 



114 SEA ward's NARRATITE. 

about a yard distant from each other, by placing a 
stone on each, I dug the ground thoroughly to the 
width of about a foot, and in each of these places I 
deposited two grains of Indian com. I then walked 
down to the beach, where I found my dear wife rath- 
er perplexed with shaping her basket ; but I encour- 
aged her, as she had often encouraged me on trying 
occasions, and with smiling faces we sat down to a 
breakfast of biscuit and the milk of our cocoanuts. 
That over, our next task was to sow some shaddock 
seeds, for which we chose the- ground above the 
silk-cotton-tree, not far, from the spot whe^e we had 
put in the orange pips to form a future grove. We 
were thus employed, when Fidele ran barking into 
the brushwood behind us, and in a few minutes kill- 
ed an iguana. We could not see him ; but, as he 
ceased barking, and yet remained in the bushes, I 
concluded he had slain his game, and endeavoured 
to make my way to him, but the thicket was so 
dense I could not i so I took my hatchet from my 
belt, and began to clear away the obstructing branch- 
es. His mistress, meanwhile, called him, and he 
came out ; but he immediately ran back again, and 
kept watch within until I had reached the place 
where the iguana lay. There I found my gentle- 
man standing crowingly, and wagging his tail. The 
prize itself was welcome, but it led to a discovery 
much more so : a small spring streamed, as from a 
ewer, down the rock, out of a little cavity in its side, 
about four feet beyond where I stood, and near the 
foot of a fine cabbage palm. We tasted it, and 
found it sweet, cool, and pleasant, and rejoiced that 
we had now a fountain at each of our principal 
places of sojourn. 

Much time had been thus consumed, and it having 
become too hot for labour, I picked up the iguana, 
and leaving my spade between the spurs of the great 
tree, we returned to the beach. The water was per^ 
fleetly smooth, so that we went back in the punt ^ 
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comfortably as we came. On landing, we walked 
to our old friendly fountain, where the mullet were, 
and brought away a couple, with the iguana, to the 
plank house. We thought it a pity to dress so much 
for dinner, but did not like to waste the fish, which 
was then but barely fresh ; ^nd as no animal sub- 
stance will keep well twenty-four hours in this cli- 
mate, it appeared to be compulsory on us to make a 
grand feast. 

The iguana being stewed in our usual way, and 
the mullet roasted, we ate them, with yams for our 
vegetable, and wished there had been more mouths 
to partake of this rich repast. We gave a sigh for 
our poor shipmates, who, if alive, might then be dy- 
ing of hunger. As the rest of the fish would not be 
fit for use to-morrow, I determined to bury it for a 
manure ; and to that end I dug four holes at differ- 
ent distances, half ^ay between the plank house 
and the lake, into which I threw the remaining mul- 
.let, with a little sand over them, and there planted 
the four germinating cocoanuts we had brought the 
eveniug before from the grove. 

This being accomplished, I sat down to assist my 
dear wife in her essay at the basket ; and, as we 
had agreed to be content with a rude fabric, there 
was no great disappointment in finding that even 
our united efforts made but a bad job of it. I now 
began to think a good basket-maker no despicable 
personage in society. However, the old basket was 
yet serviceable, and, besides, would be carefully pre- 
served as a model to work by. We regaled our- 
selves this evening with a melon instead of tea, and 
enjoyed ourselves till sunset, talking over the oc- 
currences of the day, among which our aquatic ex- 
pedition gave occasion to speculations of more ex- 
tended voyages. The discovery, too, of the little 
spring near the silk-cotton-tree led us to think of 
building on the rising ground beyond it ; and, as the 
punt could convey the materials, the chance of real^ 
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izing our scheme became somewhat more probable ; 
but the execution w^ necessarily put off sine die, 
as it is said, that is, without fixing a time, or per- 
haps, as it sometimes honestly means, to the end of 
time. Which of these occult imports was destined 
for US| time only could develop. We finished the 
day by seeing our livestock safe in their retreat, 
and, not choosing again to encounter the sandflies, 
fastened our door, and bent our course to the vessel 
fo^ the night. 

Thursday, 31st. Each day seem^c( to bring its 
work; arid, when not too laborious, employment 
is the happieiSt condition of man. It is told of a 
religious recluse, who in the early ages of Chris- 
tianity betook himself to a cave in Upper Egypt, 
which in the times of the Pharaohs had been a de- 
pository for mummies, that he prayed morning, noon, 
and night, eating only the dates which grew on some 
neighbouring trees, and drinking the water of the 
Nile. At length, becoming weary of life, he prayed 
still more earnestly ; and one day, after this duty, 
falling asleep, an angel appeared to him in a dream, 
commanding him to arise, and cut down a neigh- 
bouring palm-tree, and make a rope of its fibres, 
after which, he, the ^ngel, would appear to him 
again. The hermit awoke, and instantly appUed 
himself to obey the vision. He travelled about from 
place to place many days before he could procure 
an axe, and during this journey he felt happier than 
he had been for many years. His prayers were 
now short and few, but wliat they wanted in length 
and number was more than made up in fervency. 
Returning with the axe, he cut down the tree, and 
with much labour and assiduity prepared the fibres 
to make the rope ; and, after continued occupation 
for some weeks, he completed the task. The angel 
that night appeared to him, as he had promised. 
" Dominico," said the celestial visiter, " you are now 
no longer weary of life, but happy. Know, then, 
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that man was made for labour ; and prayer dso is 
his duty, the one as well as the other being essen- 
tial to his well-being. Arise in the morning, take^ 
the -cord, and with it gird up thy loins, and go forth 
into the world, and let it be a memorial to thee of 
what God expects from thee, if thou wouldst be 
blessed with happiness on earth." 

We arose with the day, as usual, and made a voy- 
age in the punti;o the beach below the great tree, 
where I dug the ground, and put in twenty-five double 
plantings of Indian com contiguous to the former. 
After foiishing this we scrambled into the brush- 
wood, and I cut several lengths of a sort of withe or 
bamboo to assist us in making our baskets, the 
reedy canes thrown on the beach by the storm hav- 
ing proved too brittle when much bent. This little 
task being completed, we returned by water to the 
plank house, where we were glad to rest ourselves. 

After reposing an hour, Eliza spread our table with 
the residue of the iguana, which she warmed, add- 
ing a few coccos roasted. Meanwhile I employed 
myself in inspecting our stock, all which I brought 
round to thft door with the assistance of our little 
dog. During dinner we also gave them food, it being 
my kind-hearted wife's wish to accustom them to 
expect something from us at our usual mealtimes ; 
and it was cheering to see them happy around us, 
the two little kids interesting her more especial- 
ly. In the midst of our enjoyment she discov- 
ered that one duck was missing, and I proposed an 
immediate search ; but she sagely thought it proba- 
ble that the truant might have made a nest some- 
where, and if so, it were better not to disturb her ; 
I therefore let the matter rest. Having finished 
our dinner, Eliza, with the old basket for a pattern, 
made the framework of a new one ; and I, never 
80 happy as when employed near her, began to plan 
a fishpot, to be made with some of the cane reeds 
and bamboos. It was to be constructed like two 
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wire mouse-traps with their hroad nether extremi- 
ties joined, but without any division between them. 
There was to be a wicker door in the middle to put 
in the bait and take out the captive fish, the trap- 
holes at the smaller extremities being made large 
enough for a good sized fish to enter, and the whole 
machine was to be about three feet and a half long. 
We worked steadily until sunset, talking over our 
discomfiture in attempting to gain the summit of 
the promontory, and finally resolved to undertake 
it again the next day, commencing at the dawn. 
Our work being now put aside, we packed the bas- 
ket ready for the morrow's expedition, and then re- 
tired on board for the night. 

Friday, 1st February. Our meditated enterprise 
was the awakening dream of the morning. Before 
the day broke we were planning our triumph over 
all difficulties ; and perhaps our having failed in the 
preceding attempt added that due circumspection to 
our present zeal, without which nothing of impor- 
tance can be accomplished. We arose with the 
gray of the morning. My wife now accommodated 
her dress to the occasion. The former essay hav- 
ing taught her that petticoats were incompatible 
with such achievements, she arrayed herself a la 
Turque : that is, added to her canvass boots a pair 
of trowsers, and a dimity bedgown that came half 
way to her knees, girding her waist with a sash 
composed of two or three yards of red bunting, of 
the narrow kind of which ships' ensigns are made. 
With this well-contrived garb, and a small turban of 
muslin and red bunting on her head, to save it from 
the sun, her pike in hand, and her little dog at her 
feet, we started on our expedition. 

I brought a musket on shore, with half a dozen 
rounds of ball cartridge ; and, calling at the plank 
house, took the spyglass, an axe and a billhook, 
some seeds, and the basket we had packed the night 
before with refreshments. I also swung the canteen 
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round my neck, and,liavin^ filled it at the spring:, 
we embarked in the punt just at sunrise. After 
rounding the rocky point I rowed along shore, and, 
passing our place of landing below the silk-cotton- 
tree, kept on under the cliffs for about a quarter of 
a mile: the beach, imobstructed by rocks, then re- 
appeared, and continued foi al^out another quarter 
of a mile, when it ended in high cliffs. Just where 
the beach terminated we concluded to go on |hore 
and attempt the ascent, a break appearing thete in 
the side of the mountain. We accordingly dre^ up 
the punt, secured it by the painter to. a tree, ana 
landed our things. We then set forward, accou- 
tred as I have before described. I gave the axe to 
my Wife to place in her sash, having the pike for 
her staff, and Fidele for her constant follower. We 
began the ascent. To make so much parade about 
surmounting a hill not six hundred feet high may 
appear ridiculous, but there were some real obsta- 
cles to overcome, and many imaginary difficulties 
and perils to encounter. We were in the dark as 
to our way, and darkness always magnifies danger. 
We saw numerous paroquets among the treps, 
feeding on the yellow fruit of a species of'palm. I 
would not kill any of them : we had not taken life 
from any creature unnecessarily since we set foot 
on the island, neither had a shot been Hred to awaken 
alarm in the feathered tribe. We pursued a tolera- 
ble path for a short time with little interruption, 
when it brought us to a very steep acclivity ov^rr 
grown with dwarf palms. We were encouraged to 
cut our way up this height, as the hill above it seem- 
ed tp split, showing a rocky face to the north. My 
wife sat down under a tree near the foot of the as- 
cent, where I deposited the musket, and went to 
work with the billhook to clear a narrow passage 
through the dwarf palms, among which there was 
here and there an aloe, its extended leaves pointed 
with strong thorny spikes. It cost me two hours' 
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hard labour to cleave my way tlm)ugh a space not 
exceeding thirty yards. 

My kind Eliza often showed her sympathy by 
calling outi " Dear Edward, I wish I could help you." 
At length she started up, saying, " I shall oe with 
you again presently;" and after a while returned 
with our basket of proviiiions, which had been de- 
posited between our present station and the beach. 
I was not insensible to this considerate act ; and, 
thanking her, desisted from my work, and joined her 
under the tree where she was spreading out our cold 
collation. We ate heartily, and, being satisfied, re- 
placed what was left in the basket against our re- 
turn; then proceeding in Indian file (that is, one 
after the other) to ascend the steep, we soon clam- 
bered to the summit. From thence I had to cut a 
path along its thickly-wooded brow, rather down- 
ward and slanting, into the^ ravine, the bottom of 
which was covered with fragments of rock fallen 
from the precipice above. At about eleven o'clock 
we got fairly into the ravine, with high cliffs on our 
left, and a steep hill covered with dwarf palms to 
the right. We had now only to be careful not to 
fall or stumble among the stones and fragments of 
rocks that were everywhere scattered about. We 
were proceeding slowly and cautiously, wh^n Fi- 
dele ran aside and began tp bark. I anticipated an 
iguana, and stood still, expecting to see him turn it 
out and kill it. A living creature, but not an iguana, 
certainly came forth from between the broken mass- 
es, and the dog endeavoured to seize it, but could 
not : he, however, soon turned it over, for it was 
^not much lareer than an iguana. I would not fire 
at it, although we did not luiow what it was. It 
made a noise wjien the dog approached it, some- 
thing between a grunt and a squeak : I thought it 
time, however, to assist our little friend, who had 
commenced a second attack on the animal; so I 
scrambled up to the scene of contest with my bill- 
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hook, and found the poor nondescript rolled up like 
a hedgehog, but heaving the appearance of a tortoise. 
I could not strike at the creature in this passive at- 
titude, and waiting until my dear wife made her way 
to us, I asked her what I should do with it. " Don't 
hurt it, Edward," she exclaimed, " it is a poor harm- 
less armadillo : I have seen its picture in a book." 
We then agreed to tie it up in a handkerchief and 
take it home. I accordingly made it safe, but found 
it very troublesome to carry, being about twelve 
pounds' weight : I therefore hung the handkerchief 
on the branch of a tree that I snubbed off for the 
purpose, meaning to stop for it as we came baqk. 
We then pursued our way up the ravine. 

Ascending through this cleft for about a quarter 
of a mile, we came out on a smooth barren surface, 
with a considerable height on both sides of us and 
before us ; and in half an hour more, by a turn to 
the left, to our great joy we gained the highest sum- 
mit of the promontory. My dear Eliza placed her 
arm within mine while we stood and with wonder 
looked around. A thousand questions that had per- 
plexed us for weeks, were here answered in a mo- 
ment. We saw an arm of the sea separating two 
islands, and this we had taken for a lake ; but we ob- 
served that this expanse of water was land-locked 
on^every side, so that it was, in effect, a lake as to 
smoothness and harbour security. We also saw 
the extensive reef to the eastward terminating in 
rocks at either end, with small islands to the north- 
ward of the place where our vessel had struck ; and 
we discovered the promontory on which we stood 
to be a peninsula. 

The sun was in the meridian, and we had no 
shade ; but the Seabreeze blew around us with heal- 
ing on its wings, and we did not suffer from the 
heat. I now took liie spyglass and looked around 
in every direction — on beach, and rock, and sea — 
for any sign of our shipmates or their boat ; but 

L 
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nothing was to be seen. I then endeavoured to dis- 
cover if there were any huts, or other signs of na- 
tives, or any wild animals ; and, last of all, swept 
the horizon to look for other land, or to espy, per- 
chance, some passing vessel in the distance, but 
could discern nothing. Being cooled a little, we now 
sat down, and, after resting ourselves a few min- 
utes, took each a reviving mouthful or two of water 
from the canteen : we then arose, and proceeded 
along the smooth crest of the promontory towards 
its northern extremity, but kept as close as we 
could to its eastern side. As we advanced, we saw 
breakers below us and as far as the eye could reach ; 
also a great black rock, as if it were part of the 
promontory, to the northward and eastward of us. 
It was the same rock of which we had observed a 
part from the cabin windows of the brig as she lay 
in the creek. Farther on, we remarked a clear 
channel between the breakers and great rock and 
the promontory. After advancing nearly two miles, 
we arrived at the northern extremity^ and there had 
the satisfaction of looking down upon our vessel, 
which we found immediately beneath us : she ap- 
peared like a boat, and our plank house on the sandy 
ridge like a bandbox. 

To return by the way we had come would be a 
serious effort for Eliza, after the fatigue she already 
had undergone : I therefore proposed to cut a path 
directly to the light hole in the cave, from which 
there was already one sufficiently opened to descend. 
We debated the subject, but I found she was averse 
to the plan ; she could not bear the idea of leaving 
the armadillo suspended in the handkerchief till the 
next day, or the alternative of my going alone to re- 
lease it. " The truth is," said she, " we had no right 
to make a prisoner of the poor thing for our amuse- 
ment, and we are justly served in being placed in 
this dilemma for having done so." She certainly 
appeared a little vexed about the matter. We there- 
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fore determined to rest a litlie, and then return to 
our prisoner. Sq, sitting down under a dwarf palm 
that stood near us^ and soon after stretching our- 
selves beneath its shade, in a short time we fell 
asleep. 

It appeared from the position of the sun when we 
awoke that we must have slept at least two hours : 
we arose, and, applying some water from the can- 
teen to our faces and hands, felt refreshed, and re- 
sumed our journey along the crest of the hill, keep- 
ing now on the western side of the ridge. After 
proceeding about half way in our pilgrimage back, 
we saw the silk-cotton-tree below us, and some part 
of the open ground contiguous to it. About an hour 
before sunset we began to descend the ravine, stop- 
ping now and then to put in some seeds of the shad- 
dock, the orange, and the lime, in such places as ap- 
peared most promising. We found our poor cap- 
tive as we left him, perfectly quiet in his hamgiock ; 
but he must have made an effort to escape, for there 
was a hole in the handkerchief, and probably it was 
the swinging movement occasioned by the attempt 
that frightened him into resignation to his fate. I 
took him down, and my dear wife thought I had 
best let him go ; but I said we could feed him and 
use him well, and if he would not pet we could then 
give him his liberty. " At any rate," I added, " I 
should like to see his head, and tail, and feet, which 
hitherto he has kept close within his coat of mail.'* 
It well might be called so, for his body had a cover- 
ing of scale over scale — ^not like the continuous shell 
of the tortoise. I therefore took him with us, and 
heartily glad were we to arrive at the foot of the 
tree where our basket was deposited. The sun was 
sulking low in the horizen as we eagerly devoured ' 
the fragments of our morning repast, and poor Fi- 
dele was not the least hungry of the party. There 
being nothing left to gather up, we put the arma- 
dillo into the basket, and made a rapid march through 
the trees to the punt. 
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The little boat was a great accommodation to our 
weary limbs, and I rowed it along the shore with 
delight, seeing my dear wife so comfortably seated 
while I thus finished our fatiguing expedition. We 
landed a little after sunset, and literally dragged 
ourselves along to the plank house, where, being so 
very tired, we indulged ourselves with a glass of 
wine ; after which I cut a piece of melon and put it 
on the floor, and, hoping the armadillo might eat 
some of it the next morning, I untied the handker* 
chief and laid him down by the side of it. The saad- 
flies now began to bite ; so, hastily fastening the 
door, we made our escape to our marine dormitory, 
where we slept soundly without rocking. 

Saturday, 2d. In the morning we found ourselves 
very stiff from the efforts of the preceding day, and 
had recourse to a copious ablution with seawater, 
which, as on former occasions, was succeeded by a 
perfect renovation. My wife had experienced so 
much convenience from her change of costume, 
that, with my permission, she was disposed hence^ 
forth to dispense with the petticoats, and continue 
to dress a la Turque, I was quite agreeable to it, 
the new dress being sufficiently modest,"and certain- 
ly more appropriate to her present situation : in 
truth, it was very becoming, and not a little grace* 
ful. We were early at the plank house, excited by 
curiosity to see the armadillo. We peeped through 
the lattices of the eastern window, and discovered 
him parading about at a slow pace, his head appear- 
ing small, his tail scaly and by no means short, and 
his fore feet armed with long strong claws : we pear- 
ceived that he had eaten a great portion of the piece 
of melon, and this pleased us. " Now, love," I said, 
'^ go you and take a look at our stock, and I will pal- 
isado in a castle for Signor Armadillo, at the west 
end, here, of our own palace : I have plenty of 
shingles at hand, and will do the thing immediate* 
ly." Accordingly, giving the shingles a pointed 
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shape at the thin end, I drove them into the sand 
with the hammer-head of my hatchet, enclosing an 
area of twelve feet by six : they were not more than 
a foot high, but the armadillo was no jumper, so that 
the rampart was sufficiently lofty. 

I completed my task in a couple of hours, but be- 
fore this my wife was at my elbow, followed by the 
goats and kids, and the gallant cock with one of his 
hens ; but the ducks would not be tempted from the 
brook. My helpmate had pleasing intelligence to 
communicate to me : two of the hens were sitting — 
one in the hatch, the other on the original nest among 
the fragments of rock near the cave. I thanked her 
for the good news, and, my little stoccado being fin- 
ished, I opened the door of the plank house, when 
the poor armadillo, being alarmed, made the best of 
his way under the settee. I took him out, however, 
carried him forth, and laid him down within his en- 
closure. I then placed the bit of melon he had left 
beside him, though he was rolled up in his case again, 
head, feet, and tail being invisible. We left him in 
this situation, but Eliza took her station on the plank 
seat, to watch his movements through the lattice- 
work of the western window. In a few minutes she 
called me to her. He had unfolded himself, and was 
trying to get out between the shingles ; but, finding 
that impracticable, he fell to digging in the sand, and 
in less than a minute buried himself beneath it. We 
looked a while for his res^ppearance, but, as he did not 
choose to come out, we gave him up for the day, and 
sat down to a tea-breakfast, which to us was always 
a luxury. 

After this, as the next day would be the Sabbath, 
and we had some arrangements to make to prevent 
our breal^ing in upon its sanctity by domestic em- 
ployments, we returned on board together, to collect 
and set in order what might be necessary. My wife 
had heard me describe a. pumpkin-pie as being little 
inferior to an apple-pie when the juice of limes 
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was squeezed into it. She asked me if she might 
venture to try her skill at one : I smiled my assent, 
and we took with us on shore, where our cooking 
preparations could be best managed, a brown baking- 
dish, some flour, Cork butter, and other ingredients. 
She set nimbly to work on our settee in place of a 
dresser, while I directed my care to building up a 
good oven of hot embers in the proper place for ba- 
king. She suddenly called out to me that she had 
forgot to seek, in our Bristol store-chest, for some 
cloves to complete the seasoning : " You can easily 
get at it, Edward,^^ said she, ^' for I remember it was 
put in the steerage-passage, and it is full of all man- 
ner of spices, and such like things." " Yes, love," 
I replied, " I perfectly recollect where it was put, 
and will bring you some of its contents in a few min- 
utes." Accordingly, I hurried away, and found it as 
she had mentioned : she thanked me when I put the 
cloves into her hand. " Edward," said she, *' when 
these things were given to us by your kind aunt at 
Bristol, little did she imagine for what necessities 
she wds providLi^ i i.^ j .. ^^^Si^^s hju> ili^ Aluiighty 
been to us to prepare us such a table in the wilder- 
ness !" I replied to her with the same feeling of 
wondering gratitude ; and she. added, " My dear Ed- 
ward, if we are to spend our lives on this island (and 
if it be God^s will I shall be content to do so, and, 
perhaps, never could be happier than I am !), or if 
we remain so long as to msike a nice dwelling for 
ourselves at the silk-cotton-tree plantation, I know 
there is plenty of crockery-ware and every other 
necessary for household comfort in the vessel, if 
they have escaped destruction from the storm." 
^ That is true, dear Eliza," I replied, " and I hop© 
some day to put that plan into execution." 

When she had finished making the pie, I placed a 
spare brown dish upside down over it, having made 
a bed for them in the embers, and then drew more 
embers over ihe whole. She was highly pleased 
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with my contrivance, and, while the baking was go* 
ing on, set our house to rights again. After a frugal 
dinner (for our pie was for the morrow) I proposed 
trying my fishppt, which I had just finished. Elizs^ 
rose with alacrity, and Fidele wagged his tail and 
barked, as if snufiing some new sport in the wind. 
I then proceeded to prepare the iishpot : a flat stone 
was selected, which I fastened by a small rope to 
the' bottom to sink it, and another piece of good 
rope, about three fathoms long, was made fast to the 
rope attached to the stone, tl^e other end of it being 
passed through the body of the fishpot, to come out 
above, right in the centre, so that as it was raised 
by the rope, it hung evenly on either side : at the 
place where the rope issued was a wide hatch for 
the fisher's hand, To this, on the present occasion, 
I suspended a bit of fat pork on a piece of twine, to 
hang loosely in the centre, directly opposite to the 
two holes at the extremities of the pot (which, as I 
before stated, were hollow cones, with the narrow 
ends towards each other), so that the iish might be 
tempted in towards the bait, but when in, coiUd not 
get out. I took a shingle for a buoy to float the 
end of the rope, and all being ready, we proceeded 
to the punt, and pushed out a little beyond the ex* 
tremity of the rocky point. I let down the pot in 
nearly three fathoms water, and took the precaution 
to bring a backet to keep the fish alive in, should 
we take any. 

It was not yet near sunset ; so, on relanding, we 
strolled about visiting our melons, and the pumpkins 
we had planted between the rivulet and the southern 
part of the base of the rocky point. Those that 
were sown earliest had spread their shoots to a 
great distance, some of them having run upward of 
twenty feet fh)m the stem ; and these weife all in 
flower — ^flne, large golden blossoms — while thosQ 
planted ten or twelve days after them were nearly 
as luxuriant^ but npt yet in flower. The pineapple 
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top, too, looked well, and seemed to grow a little. 
It was no small pleasure to us to see this fine prom- 
ise before us, and to perceive that none of them had 
been touched by the goats. The ducks were here, 
waddling along by the water, but we could count 
only eight, two being then missing. The goats were 
browsing on the opposite bank near the spring-head, 
and the kids were playing about like kittens. We 
threw them a little com, and at the same time took 
some which had been bruised to the sitting hens. 

As soon as the stars appeared I took my tar-rope 
torch to the beach, to entice the mullet in case my 
fishpot should fail. I rowed out and took up the 
pot, but, to my disappointment, there was nothing in 
it. However, I found a large horseshoe crab, with 
great spikes all over him, sticking fast to the out- 
side. Without touching him, I let down my trap 
again into the sea. The mullet had been jumping 
before the sun went down, and as soon as I ligntea 
the torch, which my dear wife held in her hand, they 
began to leap at the boat. We did not want a car- 
go, and I soon began to put for the shore ; but, ere I 
reached it, five fine fish had made themselves our 
prisoners, and, having filled the bucket with salt war 
ter, as they fell on board I popped them into it. 
This was a bright thought. I placed a couple of 
shingles over the bucket to prevent their getting out, 
and, having drawn the punt on the shore, we return- 
ed, well pleased with our success, to the plank 
house. 

After adjusting ourselves a little^ we lighted a can-> 
die and sat down to enjoy some fruit, for we had 
now a twofold reason for not sparing our melons : 
most of them were beginning to spoil, and the seeds 
we had sown gave us an early earnest of plenty. 
During the day we had seen nothing of the armadil- 
lo, for he had continued under the sand ; but we now 
threw a piece of melon into his enclosure, which 
we thought might in the morning tell us something 
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about him. The sandflies now became very troub- 
lesome, and we were vexed not a little at the pros- 
pect of being thus constantly annoyed by their 
nightly visits. I first proposed making a smoky 
fire, but we feared the combustibility of our man- 
sion : I then thought, if my wife had no objection, 
of trying to smoke a cigar the next time we were 
annoyed by them, although I owned I was no adept 
at such an operation. She said that, far from ob- 
jecting, she had liked the smell of cigars in Jamaica, 
and now supposed the people there had used them 
at first to keep off the moschetoes and sandflies ; 
that she should be very glad, therefore, to haye my 
plan tried, if it would not make me sick. This dia- 
logue being ended, while the little wretches seemed 
to be taking vengeance on us beforehand for plotting 
their discomfiture, we hastily put out the candle, 
and, fastening the door, tnade our way to the vessel. 

Sunday, 3d. Dressing ourselves in clean clothes, 
with more than ordinary neatness, we prepared for 
the quiet enjoyment of the day by laying aside all 
worldly care, for even in this soUtude we were beset 
by it ; and, as we walked the deck in the cool of the 
mbrning, our hearts expanded with the contempla- 
tion of the glorious scene before us, and with the 
recollection of all the mercies of that God who had 
dedicated this day to his peculiar service. 

We landed to our breakfast, and after our repast, 
during which all our colony were rejoicing in the 
shade near us, I re^ the morning service. But it 
was not reading only ; our hearts were in every sen- 
tence and word. After this, we strolled forth under 
the rocks, and visited our fish, which were moving 
about lively in the bucket. We then proceeded, 
arm in arm, along the base of the point, which was 
here peculiarly pleasant, from the green herbage be- 
low, and the delightful shade of the cliff"; and, at the 
distance of about fifty yards, just where the reedy 
(rrass began to thicken, Fidele stopped, and poked 
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his nose in among some high tufts of the same^ min- 
gled with fragments of rock. We observed him at- 
tentively, but, as he did not bark, we did not know 
what to make of it. Soon we heard a hissing noise, 
which I instantly concluded came from a snSce, and 
in a moment caught up the dear little dog in my 
arms ; then peeping into the brake myself to look 
for the reptile, I had the agreeable surprise of perceiv- 
ing one of the lost ducks sitting. Eliza was quite 
pleased with the discovery : it was important in it- 
self and it verified her sagacious surmise on the 
subject when the first duck was missing. " Eveiy- 
thing goes well with us, dear Edward," she said, 
" thanks to kind Providence !" We now proceeded 
a little farther, to our melon and pumpkin planta- 
tion, where their golden flowers and large green 
leaves already spread a gorgeous carpet over the 
surface of the ground. We followed the rivulet that 
ran behind this luxuriant little plot towards the lake, 
and found some of our ducks busily feedinpr among 
the reeds on its sides, which gave me an idea that 
they might be of the species whose roots are es- 
culent, and I proposed to my wife trying them our- 
selves. " Most probably you are right in your sup- 
position, dear Edward," she replied ; " but we have 
abundance, and perhaps it would be most prudent 
not to mske any doubtful experiments in eating 
things of the salubrity of which we can have no cer- 
tainty." I applauded her caution, and agreed with 
her entirely as to the principle. 

We returned to the plank house, and thankfully 
dined on our cold pumpkin pie, which, sprinkled witn 
a little sugar and lime-juice, turned out to be excel- 
lent. The afternoon was passed in conversing on 
subjects of spiritual import, and in reading from the 
New Testament : we then took a walk to the cocoa- 
nut grove, and returned to our ship, where we finish- 
ed the day by prayer and praises to our Almighty 
Protector. 
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Monday, 4th. W^ awoke long ibefore daylight, 
and talked over the business of the ensuing day. I 
pointed out the necessity of speedily putting into the 
ground whatever more we intended to plant, as the 
moistening effects of the late rains were rapidly dis- 
appearing under the daily increasing heat of the sun. 
Thus impressed, we rose with the dawn, and arrived 
at the plank house before the goats and poultry had 
come out from the thicket. I carried Fidele in my 
arms, that, by advancing cautiously, we might get a 
sight of the armadillo : he was visible, but, as soon 
as he perceived us, he burrowed and disappeared. 
We then proceeded to business. I put some more 
com in the bag, and screwed off the tops of four pine- 
apples for planting. My dear wife, too, filled our 
basket with many requisites, and, followed by Fi- 
dele, we marched towards the punt with every ne- 
cessaiy accoutrement. We found the fish still all 
alive in the bucket, and, giving them a fresh sup- 
ply of seawater, I removed it from the punt to a re- 
cess in the rocks, and then pushed out to the point. 
On the way I raised the fishpot, in which there was 
a fine grouper (a fish much esteemed in 'Jamaica), 
and, as it could not escape, I let the pot down 
again, and rowed off for our destination. 

We landed our implements near the rocks which 
occupy the' middle part of the plantation beach; 
and here Slliza remained to go on with her wicker 
work, while I set to to plant some Indian com, 
which I was anxious to do (although we had a 
large supply on board), that we might have the 
green cobs to roast when our plantains should be 
exhausted. In walking up to commence my labour, 
I gladly saw the melons and pumpkins flourishing 
luxuriantly ; but what gave me most pleasure was 
our sugarqanes, which had not been planted much 
more than a fortnight, now nearly a foot aboVe the 
soil. There were six shoots, two and two, four feet 
distant, and in them I beheld, perhaps, the progen- 
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itors of a future large sugar plantation in this, as 
yet, unpeopled island. I worked about three hours, 
putting in about fifty plantings of Indian com, two 
grains in each, hole, besides the four pinetops. 
This accomplished, I joined my wife under th« 
rocks by the beach, where she had our breakfast 
spread forth— cold salted beef, biscuit, and cocoanut- 
milk ; not omitting a good slice of watermelon, a 
most delicious and thirst-quenching fruit in a trop- 
ical climate. The wonderful rapidity with which 
our plants grew excited our remarks and gratitude ; 
for we clearly saw that, before our stock of tfiis 
cooling fruit and our pumpkins could be expended, 
we should have an abundant supply from our plan- 
tations. 

We now embarked on our return, taking up the 
fishpot with the grouper by the way: I did not, 
however, haul it on board, but kept it in the water, 
and left it within a few yards of the beach, throwing 
the buoy on the rock, so as to enable me to get it 
when wanted without the trouble of launching the^ 
punt. On reaching the plank house, we sat down 
to cool and rest ourselves. During our cohversa- 
tion I observed, that, as we had now finished all our 
principal planting, I should like "to put in some of 
the nuts from the chocolate trees in the woodland 
region. Indeed, it seemed very remarkable that W6 
had not seen any of those trees except near the 
mouth of the cave ; and when I took diat circum- 
stance into consideration, in connexion with the 
military belt found there, it did not appear improb- 
able that they had sprung from some nuts accident- 
ally dropped by those to whom the belt had belong- 
ed, while preparing their chocolate meal ; such be- 
ing the chief refreshment of the Spaniards on the 
Main. 

As my wife wished to finish her basket, now 
nearly done, 1 went on board to hoist up an empty 
wateir-cask from the hold, designing it for a very 
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ttseft:^ purpose. I was not long in effecting my ob- 
ject, and without much trouble got it on shore. I 
now rolled it up to the plank house, and Eliza com- 
mended my foresight when I told her my intention, 
which was to make of it a preserve for our live fish. 
I cut a pretty large scuttle in the end intended for 
the head, and, with a proper carpenter's tool, bored 
half a dozen holes in the other end, which was to 
be the bottom, 'and a few also in the sides, when it 
was completed. I then rolled it down to l^e beach 
where the punt lay, and let it down into the water 
where it was about three feet deep. I then threw 
a few stones into the scuttle-hole, when the cask 
sunk, the water rising in it through the holes made 
in the bottom and sides. Being thus securely pla* 
ced, its top was about six inches above the water's 
edge, and, by means of the side holes, there was a 
constant flux and reflux. Everything being ready, 
I now drew up the fishpot, and taking out the 
grouper, popped it into the preserve. My dear 
wife was quite amused at seeing it plung^, as if 
enjoying its new quarters. I requested her to take 
a walk with Fidele while I got the pot ready to set 
again ; in truth, I intended to bait it in a way I 
knew she would object to, if she saw the prepara- 
tion. As soon, therefore, as she was a little dis- 
tance off, I took one of the live mullet out of the 
bucket, and leaving it on the sand till it was dead, 
then employed it for my bait and in a few minutes 
let down the pot, and was again on shore with the 
punt. 

During the remainder of the afternoon I busied 
myself in weeding the plantation' near the cave- 
spring, while Eliza w^ occupied with her needle. 
As it approached sunset she prepared tea, when I 
gladly joined her at the plank house. I found al- 
ready there before the door our poultry and goats, 
to which we distributed the remains of the mullet 
we had left at dinner, and ike rind of our melon. It 
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was surprising to see how greedily the ducks de- 
voured the fish ; and we afterward thought that its 
occasional mixture with their ordinary food greatly 
augmented the number of their eggs. 
. The sun having set, the sandflies began their an*- 
noyance. Eliza therefore kindled a stick at the 
embers of our fire, and bringing it to me, I lighted 
a cigar, as had been before proposed, and managed 
pretty well for a beginner. As I snioked, she drew 
close to me, to be quite within its protecting influ- 
ence> and, to my great satisfaction, we found the ex- 
pedient successful. But I could not get through 
with more than half the cigar, as I began to feel it 
affect my head with a slight giddiness. I therefore 
carefully put it out, and, fastening the door, we re^ 
tired to our vessel, not a little thaiS^ful that the sand- 
flies did not incommode us there. 

Tuesday, 6th. The early dawn found us on the 
alert, talking over the intended operations of the 
day. We had now only the cacaonuts to plant ; but 
it occulted to me, as necessity had obliged me to 
become a smoker, that a future provision for that 
might not be amiss. I had a large box of cigars, to 
be sure ; yet, if we should sojourn long upon the isl- 
and, its contents must gradually disappear, and then 
in what a strait we should be, banished in the 
evenings from our dear plank house. The tobacco- 
seed, I now recollected, still remained in my sea- 
chest, where I had deposited them when in Virginia 
for my dear old father, and it was resolved to begin 
sowing them this very day, in our cotton-tree plan- 
tation. 

But the morning's work commenced with a visit 
to the fishpot, in which I found three fine fish, of a 
species smaller than the ^ouper : they are called, in. 
Jamaica, snappers. I quickly popped them into the 
preserve, and baited again with a mullet which lay 
dead in the bucket. On arriving at the plank house, 
not seeing the armadillo, I was disposed to dig him 
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out ; but my wife persuaded me to let him aloi\e and 
starve him a little, by which she thougkt we might 
force him to come out for his food, and become at 
length familiar. Accordingly, nothing was thrown 
into his crib this day ; and the shy gentleman beinj^ 
left to fast, we took our basket with refreshments 
for ourselves, and, with Fidele trotting behind, 
hastened through the woodland region to thff plan- 
tation. 

Eliza took her station at the foot of the silk-cot- 
ton-tree, and I, with a zeal that sweetens labour, 
went to work and put in my tobacco seeds, almost 
all before eleven o'clock, when it became too hot for 
farther exertion. Just as I was finishing, my dear 
wife went up to the little spring In the rock-basin 
for some fresh, cool water, and there, Diana-like, 
joined the chase and killed an iguana. I heard her 
dog give tongue, and I hallooed " Tally ho !" at which 
she laughed aloud ; and, being now famihar with the 
sight of that ugly^ creature, she took it up, aiid 
brought it to me m triumph. We sat down under 
the deep shade of the great tree, and enjoyed our 
cold collation of salted meat andfruit. ^' Dearest Ed- 
ward," said she, " this is a delightful spot : how com- 
fortable shall we find ourselves, should you be able 
to erect a dwelling for us on the rising ground here, 
as you propose ! Besides, as there is no sand near, 
we might hope not to be tormented by those relent- 
less little wretches which infest our plank house." 
" I trust that in the cool season of the next year, 
my dear Eliza," I replied, " I may be able to accom- 
phsh it ; and, meanwhile, when all our present ur- 
gent labours are completed, I will begin to bring 
materials to the spot." "Oh, my kind husband," 
she rejoined, " how happy am I With you, even in 
this solitude ! I would not change my lot with a 
queen!" After our repast I deposited the iguana in 
the basket, and we returned into the woo<Qaud re- 
gion, where, under a protecting though not dense 
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shade, I commenced mitting in the cacao seeds, and 
by two o'olEtfsk had planted about forty. I marked 
each spot with a bit of stick, for the purpose of fix- ^ 
ing a little guard of stakes around them on a future 
Aay. 

I was now rather tired by my labours, an.d riadly 
adjourned for our hours of repose and refreshment 
to the^ilank house. When these aids of wearied 
nature had sufficiently recruited me, I began to talk 
in a lively way, and told my dear partner that I 
meant to close the day^s avocations with a grand 
fishing match, so as to stock our preserve well. 
She smiled, and observed that it had occurred to her 
** there would be some difficulty in getting the fish 
out of the preserve after they were in." " Not to 
you, sweet one," I replied : ** did I not say you 
should be my fisher ? I now intend to keep my 
promise ; and it shall be your office, whenever you 
please, to take the fish out.'* " I shall be pleased 
with the task, dear Edward," she rejoined, " if you 
will show me how." " You shaU try it in a day or 
two," I replied, " and I will answer for your being 
as expert as Izaac Walton himself." With this our 
dialogue ended. 

At sunset we repaired to the punt. On drawing 
up the fishpot I found a grouper and a snapper in it, 
mA, hauling it along under water till I came to the 

Preserve, I took them out and popped them into it. 
then baited with the entrails of the iguana, and set 
the pot again. That done, by means of my bucket 
I filled the compartment of the punt between the 
cross planks with seawater to the height of about 
three inches. My dear wife then sat down on the 
stem-seat with a lighted torch in her hand, and Fi- 
dele at her feet : at this time the stars were begin- 
ning to appear. I accordingly rowed out, but, be- 
fore I had cleared the point, the mullet began to 
jump, and fell fast and thick around us. At first it 
was good sport, and I laughed heartily at some hard 
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knocks they gave me. Those whioh did n«t drop 
into the raidfle of the punt, Imt either fore or aft^ 
we picked up and threw into the compartment with 
the water. Fidele was the first to complain of being 
rather roughly dealt with, for a heavy fish or twa 
struck him in their fall, which caused him to shake 
his ears, ^nd, with a yell, crouch near his mistress. 
He was more frightened, however, than hu|l ; but 
she, poor dear, received a too severe blow on the 
side of her face, and, although she said not a word, 
I perceived by her heightened colour that it had given 
her pain ; so, wishing a truce to the game, I desired 
her to throw the torch overboard, which she did, and 
the shower of mullet ceased. I put back in haste : 
Fidele jumped on shore in an instant, and I leaped 
after him, handing out my dear wife most carefully, 
being anxious to see if she were seriously hurt, but 
she gayly assured me she was not, and I was satis« 
fied. I therefore proceeded to transfer the mullet 
and calipeavar from the well of the punt to the pre- 
serve, and, to my no small surprise, counted more 
than two. dozen. "This is great fishing indeed!'' 
exclaimed Eliza ; " but, my poor Fidele, it was sor- 
ry sport to thee : thou shalt have better shelter next 
time ;" and she patted him gently while she spoke. 
The grateful animal jumped to her knee, and seem- 
ed made quite^ himself again by the cheering voice 
of his mistress. 

I left the water in the punt as it was, and we 
hastened up to the plank house, taking with us some 
of the fire we had lighted near the rock. The sand- 
flies, however, did not forget to favour us with their 
company ; so I lighted a cigar, and got on virith it 
very well this time ; my dear companion keeping 
close to me, under, the protecting influence of the 
smoke, the fragrance of which she said was very 
agreeable. We sat for an hour, enjojdng ourselves 
in spite of the little harpies, and then retired to our 
place of rest. 

MS 
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WedHesday, 6th. On coming up to the platik 
hoiise this morning, we were greeted by the sight 
of our other goat with two little kids at her feet : 
this was a pleasing surprise td us at the moment, 
though liot unexpected. I bsuled out the punt, and, 
lifting the fishpot, found a fine fish in it different 
from any we had yet taken : it was a snook. I let 
it dovm again to keep it quite fresh, and proceeded 
to our plantation to put in some of the American 
maize and a few of the pumpkin seeds I had brought 
from Virginia. All our plants might almost be seen 
to grow daily, nay, hourly ; and we both exclaimed, 
** How wonderful is the rapidity of vegetation in 
this climate !'' 

As the day became hot, we sheltered ourselves 
under the silk-cotton-tree, feeling that listlessness 
which distinguishes even the natives of this quarter 
of the world, though hitherto our European energy 
had not left us. My dear wife now expressed a fear 
that I had exerted myself too much m such a cli- 
mate; "for," added she, "it appears that where 
man should labour much, God nas given him the 
power ; and therefore we must suppose, that when 
that power is abridged under tropical suns, it is for 
wise purposes." 'nius was she wont to view every- 
thing with pious depth of thought, referring ail 
things to the providence and direction of the Al- 
mighty. 

While we were talking Fidele was sleeping; and 
in a little time we also were covered with San- 
chO:S cloak. It was nearly three oVlock when we 
awoke, and I think we were a little ashamed at the 
length of our siesta. We therefore got our hus-' 
bandry implements hastily together, and returned 
by the punt to the plank house. I had there many 
things to arrange for future employment, and mean- 
while Eliza prepared our dinner. It consisted of 
the snook, which we ate with lime-juice and cap- 
sicums, and found it excellent. 
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*• Edward," said my wife, " what will you do with 
all the fish you have already caught ? and we must 
feed them in the preserve." " No, my love," I re- 
plied, " were we to feed them, you could not catch 
them as we want them ; and after they have been 
another day without food, we will not take any 
more from the sea for a time, but you shall supply 
us from the preserve." My making a little mystery 
of this achievement seemed to please her ; and, be- 
traying no pettish curiosity to know all about it be- 
fore the time, she smiled, and declared her readiness 
to wait my orders. The sauce to the fish had re- 
minded us of the value of our capsicums and birdr 
peppers, which induced us to amuse ourselves iu 
the afternoon with planting a seed here and there 
about the foot of the rock beside the cave-spring, 
and in tiie shrubby ground opposite, and there Fi- 
dele discovered the other duck sitting. 

When we returned for the remainder of the even- 
ing, we were agreeably surprised at seeing the ar- 
madillo crawling about in his stdccade^ nor did he 
seem disposed to burrow even at sight of us. I 
brought out a muskmelon, and cut off a large piece, 
which I placed softly in his enclosure. He soon 
discovered it, and in our presence began to eat it } 
but we went away immediately, for fear of alarming 
or disconcerting him. " My dear Eliza," I said, as 
she seated herself on the wooden settee, " your idea 
was correct ; we shall tame the armadillo." As we 
had no desire to contend with the sandflies, we re- 
tired to the ship just as the sun was setting, and 
there we enjoyed the cool of the evening without 
annoyance, until it was time to go to sleep. 

Thursday, 7th. We breakfasted on board this 
morning, and my dear wife took occasion to ob- 
serve that she must sit a little every day at her 
needle, as both her dress and mine needed repair. 
While she was busied about her own concerns, I rum* 
msLged the sailors' chests fi)r fishhooks, and was £6r- 
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tonate enough to find some pretty larj^ ones al- 
ready fastened to lines. I selected a couple of dif- 
ferent sizes, and cutting the lines so as to leave about 
four or five feet attached to each hook, put them in 
my pocket. 

Towards midday we went on shore, she taking 
some needlework with her, and I a bag with the 
last remains of our plantains. While she was cut- 
ting out and planning her work in the plank house, 
I w^nt down to the border of the woodland region, 
lopped off two straight sticks about six feet long, 
fastened the lines wiSi the hooks to the ends of them, 
and left them ready baited at the rock. Returning, 
I said, *' Now, Eliza, it is near dinner-time, and I am 
very hungry; go and catch a fish for us.'' She 
looked up and smiled, but seemed a little confused : 
^' Dear Edward,^' she cried, " an Asiatic wife might 
tremble at such a command, but I have nothing to 
fear from my dear husband. 1 will go in good faith, 
for I know you would not mock me." " Come, then, 
sweetest," I said, '' and it will de done." She arose 
cheerfully, and we ran down hand in hand to the 
beach. I took up one of the rods and gave it to her : 
" Oh, you cunmng fellow," she exclaimed, " how 
agreeably you have teazed me !" I now led her up 
on the rock, from whence she let down the hook 
into the preserve, and in an instant the rod was 
nearly pulled out of her hsuid : the strongest fish, 
most likely, had seized the bait. I stood by and en- 
couraged her ; and after a few minutes, with a little 
help, she raised her finny prize out of the cask and 
landed it safely on the rock, to my great delight and 
hers. We took it on shore, and she received many 
comphments from her happy husband for her dex- 
terity. Thus we amused ourselves by turning com- 
mon occurrences into causes of pleasantry. 

After dinner I proposed a walk in the cool of the 
evening to the cocoanut grove, purely for a little 
excursion of pleasure, Eliza suggested our taking 
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the eastern beach for our path, for she wished to 
handsel her new basket by collecting such pretty 
shells aA might present themselves on our way. 
The breeze continued frei^, and our stroll was in 
the shade for nearly half a mile. The shells were 
abundant, but not many were perfect or of a line 

golish, though we contrived to gather some wortk 
aving. 

On arriving at the cocoanut grove, we sat down 
on the trunk of the tree I had formerly felled, and 
rested ourselves. The gaskets were under the 
ledge of the rock ; and, t&ing them out, I quickly 
climbed the next tree, and brought down a couple 
of young cocoanuts, the milk of which was very 
grateful to us. We then returned by the other 
shore, and collected some excellent cane-reeds for 
baskets, and arrived at the plank house a little before 
aunset. Tea was very acceptable after this long 
walk ; and when we had partaken of it, we grate- 
fully retired to our vesssel to prayer and repose. 

Friday, 8th. My dear wife kept closely at her 
needlework, while I employed myself in cutting 
down some small trees and brushwood, but, get- 
ting a little tired of being from me, she suddenly 
joined me, with her fishing-rod ready baited in her 
hand, and invited me to accompany ^er to the rock. 
" The day wears," said she, smiling, " and I come 
to my duty." "Dearest," I cried, '*no duty, only 
thy pastime ; but / will now do it, for it is rather 
tugging work." "Oh, no," she replied; "you allots 
ted it to me, and I will not give up my office : so long 
as vou replenish the preserve, 1 will furnish you 
with fish." " Well, w^ell, be it so," said I ; and in- 
stantly resolving on a bit of sport, determined to 
leave the matter entirely to herself; so, wsdking 
with her to the rock, she dropped the bait into the 
cask, when it was greedily seized by a strong fish, 
and the action jerked the rod out of her hand : she 
quickly recovered it, however, while I said, " You 
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shall have fair play, and the fish too." Pidele now 
jumped on the top of the cask, and I really thought 
he was going to take the line in his mouth to help 
her. . The fish still kept its position, and my dear 
wife was unable to drag it forth. I now offered, 
therefore, to assist her. "No, no: fair play, Ed- 
ward," she cried ; " no fish, no dinner." She did 
indeed tug, and the fish tugged, and my poor Eliza 
was almost tired out ; when, at last, by one gpreat 
effort, she drew it out of the hatch on to the top of 
the cask where Fidele stood. The 'fish, however, 
now made a sudden bound, and carried line and rod 
into the open water, while Fidele, struck with ter- 
ror, leaped back upon the rock ; but, as we had ac- 
customed him to go into the smooth sea and bring out 
pieces of stick, he now, with a little encouragement 
from his mistress, immediately took to the water, 
and, laying hold of the rod (the fish being almost 
spent by its struggles), kept it fast in his mouth, and 
after many fruitless efforts, to the great joy of my 
wife, placed it in her hand. She then drew out her 
prize with a triumph all her own. I now gave her 
a cheer of applause, which Fidele repeated with an 
extraordinaiy howl that made us both laugh. As 
the fishes in the preserve had been some days with- 
out food, I threw some in to them, and we then 
turned our steps homeward. 

Together we prepared the calipeavar for dinner, 
with all the et ceteras. In honour of the contest, 
my wife set before me a bottle of our Canary wine, 
and she placed a rich dessert also on the table, name- 
ly, an over-ripe pine and a fine shaddock. After so 
sumptuous a feast, I was not disposed to sink into 
the woodman a^ain that day, but sat like a nabob, 
enjoying the fruit and the beverage, drinking to the 
health of my most excellent fisherwoman. My dear 
Eliza was quite happy in seeing me, for once since 
our landing, laying aside all care, and I believe on 
this occasion I bicame a little exhilarated* We 
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Calked over the battle of the fish, which reminded 
us of Waller's battle of the Bermudians with the 
whale, and I laughed heartily again and again — an 
excess of mirth neither natural nor habitual to me. 
After our more than usually generous repast, we 
extended some of its indulgences to our dependants 
without. We fed the armsSillo from our fruit, play- 
ed with the young kids, and treated their mothers 
with the parings of our shaddock and pineapple : 
neither were the poultry forgotten. At sunset we 
retired to our marme abode. 

Saturday, 9th. I was very hot and uncomforta- 
ble all night, so that the excellence of temperance 
was brought practically home to me. I could not 
eat my breakfast in the morning, nor did I feel any 
disposition for exertion. My anxious wife was much 
distressed, laying all the blame on herself, and urged 
me to take a dose of physic. " Dear Eliza," said I, 
" your honoured father used to quote a saying of 
Seneca: *When I am sick,' said the Roman, 'I 
must either fast or take physic, and of the two I 
choose the former.' Now I am of the same mind, 
and will abstain from eating till my stomach re- 
covers itself." This point settled, she resignedly 
went to her needlework, while I lounged about like 
a poor sick dog, refusing all food. In the even- 
ing I drank a httle tea, but was n(y better, and my 
head ached. She now became very uneasy, and 
insisted on my taking a mercurial pill, of which 
there were some in the medicine-chest : I did so, 
and retired at the usual hour to bed. 

Sunday, 10th. I felt far from well when I arose, 
having scarcely slept ; and some other medicine be- 
ing proposed to me, I chose rather to swallow half 
a pint of seawater, and before twelve o'clock I was 
quite myself again. We then went On shore, where 
my dear wife read the Church service, and then pre- 
pared some coffee for me by way of dinner, which 
completely settled my stomach ; and in the after- 
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noon we enjoyed a pleasant walk together in the 
woodland region, closing the evening by reading the 
Scriptures and with prayer. 

Monday 11th. I arose pretty well : at breakfast, 
my wife told me the third hen was sitting, and that, 
ns two more of the ducks were missing, no doubt 
they were employed in the same maternal office. 
Poor Chanticleer was stalking about, a solitary indi- 
vidual, before the platform : we threw him some 
fragments of biscuit, to ^hich he called his hens as 
he picked the bits up ; but, as they did not come, he 
left the pieces imtasted, and walked away, as melan- 
choly as any disconsolate, into the thicket. The ar- 
madillo now kept out in open daylight, stalking about 
his stoccado ; and, being no longer under the influ- 
ence of fear, stood stoutly on his legs, with his head 
projecting to receive any food we might throw to 
fiim, not l^ing indisposed to meat, or biscuit, or i^ast 
vam, or an3rthing that was put into his crib, though 
he liked muskmelon best. 

After a frugal cold-meat dinner, while Eliza return- 
ed to her needlework, I amused myself with fitting 
up a place for the ducks and their expected young 
broods when they should come forth, in a snug re- 
cess of the rock, about twenty yards from the cave- 
spring ; for I foresaw that it must be some time be- 
fore the ducklings could march up with their dams 
to the thicket, and if a rendezvous were not provided 
near the water, they might become wild, and we 
should lose them. We took our tea early, and soon 
after retired to the vessel and to rest. 

Tuesday, 12th. Early in the morning we embark- 
ed in the punt with my usual husbandry implements, 
a basket of provisions, and some seeds of the bird- 
peppers and capsicums for planting. As soon as we 
landed, we carried our refreshments up to the spurs 
of the silk-cotton-tree, and, repairing to my field of 
labour, set about hoeing round our growing plant- 
ings in every direction. I was fully repaid for all 
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my toil by seeing everything pushing forward most 
luxuriantly. At noon we lay down and took a nap 
under the tree, after which, being quite recruited, 1 
did ample justice to the task I had begun in the 
morning. When our labours were finished, as my 
arms were more tired than my legs, we left the punt 
on- the beach, and walked home through the wood- 
land region, gladly observing on out way that a few 
of the chocolate-nuts which I had planted were up. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

We retired to the vessel early to avoid the sand- 
ffies, and rested ourselves on the quarter-deck, 
enjoying the refreshing coohaess of the evening. 
<' Dear Eliza,^^ said I, '* my agricultural labours are 
completed for the present, and you have done all 
the necessary needlework ; what say you, then, to 
an excursion to-morrow to the other extremity of 
the isthmus % I should like to reconnoitre a little be- 
yond the limits' of our immediate residence." " If 
you really wish it, my honoured husband,^' she re- 
plied, *' we wiU go ; but we are so happy and com- 
fortable now, that I do not like seeking any change, 
and we know not but we may fall into some acci- 
dent by the way." " Dearest," I rejoined^ " it is in- 
cumbent on us to know as much as we can of the 
island on which we are placed ; therefore have cour- 
age, and I ¥all go early in the morning and fetch 
the punt." "No," said she, "we will go, if you 
please." " Well, then, dear Eliza, we will go : it 
always has been we, and I am content that it sdways 
shall be we — ^now and forever, here and hereafter, 
my own best blessing!" I replied, embracing her 
tenderly. 

N 
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Wednesday, 13th. We arose with the dawn, and, 
landing, walked at a good pace round by the wood- 
land region to the punt. The birds were aU on the 
alert, and we heard the sweet notes of on'e not un- 
like those of our own nightingale. The doves were 
numerous, feeding on the ground, and at the head 
of the dell we heard and saw paroquets amonff 
the palm-trees on the opposite side. The sun had 
not risen when we got to our boat, and in half an 
hour after his rising we had brought it back and 
were at the plank house. Eliza quickly put up 
some provisions, with several cocoanuts, in our 
baskets (for now she had two), and arming myself 
with a musket and pistols, and taking my axe and 
billhook, she not forgetting her pike and faithful 
dog, we re-embarked, and rowed along the shore 
towards the northern extremity of the isthmus. 

, There we landed in its httle bay, beneath the same 
rock on a ledge of which we had sat to rest when 
we formerly visited the spot on foot, and delighted 
ourselves with admiring the grandeur of the superb 

^ headland under which we had been placed by the 
kind providence of God. This little bay appeared 
to be nearly a mile long and half a mile broad, the 
land on the opposite bank being elevated more or 

. less, and from which we were separated by the high 
rock close to us. Having rested here a short time, 
I rowed round the rock towards the opposite bank. 
After advancing ab6ut a cable's length, nearly touch- 
ing it with the oar all the way, I found it turn off 
suddenly to the north, forming, with the opposite 
shore, a narrow creek about twenty yards in breadth 
and nearly two hundred in length. I rowed up this 
creek, the great rock standing high and rugged on 
my right, with a finely-wooded slope on the left. 
On arriving at its head, I found a small stream of 
fresh water running into it, near which I put the 
punt ashore ; and he^e we observed a number of. 
crayfish, nearly. the size Qf a lobster, in the shallow 



I 
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water. We disembarked at this spot, and placed 
ourselves, with our baskets, under the shade of a * 
large tree, about twelve or fourteen yards to the 
north, on a delightful little mound, at the foot of 
which the streamlet ran into the creek. The lake 
lay wide before us to the south, and the view to 
the east was thrown open by a sudden termination 
of the great rock, which appeared perpendicular on 
aU sides. My dear wife spread out her cold colla- 
tion on this shaded spot, while I took care that the . 
musket and all our other weapons were at hand, 
that we might not be surprised by — ^we knew not 
what. However, caution is generally safety ; and 
we ate our breakfast the more comfortably for be- 
ing provided with the means of defence, and those 
means instantly available. 

After breakfast we endeavoured to penetrata into 
the interior by walking along the side of the stream- 
let, but we soon found ourselves stopped by the 
thick underwood ; we therefore retraced our steps, 
planting some shaddock, orange, and lime pips here 
and there by the way. We again sat down under 
the tree where we had taken our collation, to shel- 
ter ourselves from the noonday sun. There was 
neither bird nor other creature stirring, save the 
busy seagulls pursuing shoals of small fishes in the 
bay, so mat sdl things invited Us to sleep as weU 
as repose ; but, being in a strange place, we were 
but little disposed to close our eyelids. 

Towards the afternoon I caught half a dozen of 
the crayfish, after much trouble and perplexity. I 
had supposed they were of the same species with 
the one we had taken on the western beach of the 
isthmus after the storm, so that there would be no- 
thing to do but push the end of the boarding-pike 
between the fangs of their great claws, and drag 
them out ; but I soon discovered that these had no 
gpreat claws, so that I was obliged to manoeuvre un- 
til I could get the end of the pike under them, 
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which at last, after many fruitless efTorts, I contrived 
to do, and succeeded in jerking a few of them out 
upon the beach : when caught, I placed them in the 
forward division of the punt. We now re-emb^k- 
ed, and, rowing out of the creek, kept along the 
western shore of the bay for about a quarter of a 
mile, when we landed on a fine gravelly slope. 
The ground was nearly open before us, having only 
a few fine trees thinly scattered over it, as in an 
English park. We walked leisurely up the slope 
for about three hundred yards, and, resting our- 
selves under the wide-spreading shade of one of 
the lofty trees, had not only a view of the whole 
extent of the peninsular promontory, but could see 
the boundless qcean between that noble headland 
and the corresponding high chffs of the opposite isl<- 
and. This situation was most inviting for a resi- 
dence in every respect— the ground open, the soil 
good, the exposure favourable to tropical vegeta- 
tion, there being no long-continued shade as at the 
cotton-tree plantation ; and, while we admired the 
view, we compared the two places in all their rela- 
tions for a dwelling. 

But at the termination of this beautiful spot west* 
ward, the laid was steep and rocky, thickly covered 
with palms and a variety of other trees. While 
we stood surveying the rich scenery around us, Fi- 
dele, hunting about in his usual way, had got into 
the skirting of the forest, where he began to bark,. 
This induced us to turn our steps towaiSs the place, 
expecting to find him at his old game with an igua^ 
na; but before we had advanced many yards we 
heard him yelp, and saw him presently brush out of 
the wood, followed by what appeared to be a small 
pig. I quickened my pace, and when he perceived 
help at hand, he turned on his pursuer and kept him 
at bay. By this time my dear wife was at my side, 
with pike in hand, and almost at the same moment 
a drove of perhaps twenty of these pig-looking ani- 
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mals rushed out of the brake to the assistance of 
their comrade. There was no time for parley with 
so large a body. I had spared the single one, which 
was still skirmishing with Fidele ; but now, without 
farther ceremony, I discharged the musket, loaded 
with ball, directly among tiiem, and one of them 
feU. 

' During the brief moment I was observing this 
horde of little barbarians, the foremost combatant 
had with its tusk wounded Fidele, then close to his 
mistress ; and she, at the same instant that I fired, . 
had struck her pike with great force into the assail- 
ant's side,, though he stiU made fight. Fidele, how- 
ever, was not so badly hurt but that he now muster- 
ed strength enough to pin the little beast by the nose. 
On discharging my musket I saw things in the sit- 
uation descril^d, and I instantly drew my billhook 
from my belt, and cut the struggling animal almost 
in twain^ The herd had run off on receiving my 
fire, but they were now rall3ring again, and seemed 
<Msposed to renew the contest. *' My dear Eliza," 
cried I, ^,' you must retire to our boat ; you may be 
hurt. I will reload the musket, and soon disperse 
these animals." *^ Give me one of your pistols, Ed- 
ward," said she, '^ and I will not fear : although a 
woman, I feel I have some courage when necessary. 
M^ poor Fidele !" she added, looking down at her 
faitMul little dog bleeding. I loaded my musket, and 
hauided her one of the pistols, feeling assured she 
woidd use it properly, if required. She knew quite 
well how to draw the trigger, having frequently done 
it to kkidle our fire, and I felt that the occasion had 
inapired her with intrepidity to make an efiicient use 
of the weapon. The heixl meanwhile advancing 
on us, gathered round the one I had shot ; but, as 
they did not seem disposed to approach nearer, not ' 
wishing to kill any of thenx unnecessarily, I took up 
the slain animal that lay close by me, and began to 
isetreat to the boat At this the whole troop set up 

N3 
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a snort, and made towards ns. I was struck with 
terror for the safety of my wife, and desired- her in- 
stantly to get behind me. I knelt, to give my fire 
more effect, and when the foremost of them were 
within ten or twelve yards, I drew the trigger, and 
killed or wounded no less than three. Some now 
lied, while others stood still ; but three, more bold 
than their feUows, closed on us. My dear Eliza 
moved from behind me and gave me h^ pike, with 
which I transfixed the one nearest to me, and, to my 
great surprise, she fired the pistol, and shot another 
that had got in our rear. Poor Fidele, overpowered 
with terror, had skulked close by the side of his mis- 
tress until that moment, when, as if inspired by her 
example, he made an attack upon the third, which 
instantly gave him an ugly scratch with its tusk, and 
certainly would have killed him had I not shot the 
aggressor with my remaining pistol. This had been 
a severe and unexpected conflict ; but now the field 
of battle was entirely deserted by the enemy, and 
our first care was to examine our little friend's 
wounds, which were about the throat and shoulder, 
ripping up the skin, and one of them nearly two inchr 
es long. I reloaded my piece by way of caution ; 
but, not seeing anything like a pursuit, I again took 
the slain antagonist of Fidele by the leg and drew 
him to tiie boat, leaving aU the rest of the killed, to 
the number of seven, behind. We now recognised 
the animal as the peccary, though neither of us had 
ever seen one before but as represented in the hooka 
of Natural History. It was a dark gray, rough, 
ugly, hoglike looking beast, about the size of a half- 
year-old pig. One appeared to be as much as we 
three victors could eat in as many days ; therefore, 
acceptable as fresh meat mi^ be to us, we did not 
choose to encumber ourselves with any more ; and, 
indeed, we sincerely regretted the encounter that 
had put us in possession of the animal. 
We got down to the boat without farther moleata- 
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tion, and then proceeded to wash our poor dog^s 
wounds. The sides of the longest wound I bodkin- 
ed with a pin, securing it by twisting a thread round 
it, as farriers do to stanch the vein after bleeding a 
horse. I then laid the patient little creature down 
by Eliza's side in the stem of the punt, and, pushing 
off from the beac)i, rowed over to the other side of 
the bay, where we landed with our baskets, to take 
some refreshment, and give a drink of cool water to 
poor Fidele. Our stay here was short ; we quickly 
re-embarked, and I pushed along the beach home- 
ward Avith all possible expedition. My kind-hearted 
wife had emptied the old basket, which was the lar- 
gest, and with the help of my jacket, which I had 
pulled off, made up a^omfort2U)le bed for our wound- 
ed companion, and placed him in it. The sun was 
just setting as we reached our destination. My first 
care was to take up the basket with our poor little 
friend, and accompany his mistress to the plank 
house. I then returned to the beach, and hung up 
the peccary on a large wooden peg^ which I drove 
into a crevice in the western face of the promonto- 
ry, until a convenient moment for more attention to 
it. Th^ crayfish I left in the punt, giving them a 
few' buckets of seawater to reconcile them to their 
situation ; and then, taking up the remainder of our 
chattels, joined my dear wife. 

Fidele had fallen asleep, by which the mind of his 
kind mistress was placed somewhat at ease, but 
much more so when I assured her the wounds were 
not deeper thaln through the skin. '^ Poor Fidele !'' 
said she, " thou wilt soon be well again ; but I am 
sorry we were obliged to destroy no many of thy as- 
sailants : I {e«r thou wert the aggressor, not they.** 
Then turning to me, "Edward," said she, "they 
made a noble defence : neither Greekfi nor Trojans 
ever fought more valiantly for their dead than those 
poor animals; and I cannot but regret that so many 
perished in the conflict." " But, dear Eliza," I le^ 
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plied, ^* if we had not succeeded ill destroyinff so 
many of them, I fear they would have destroyed ev- 
ery one of us before we could have reached the boat ; 
for they made up in numbers and courage what they 
wanted in individual strength." ** WeU, then," she 
rejoined, *^ as it has so happened, it could not, per- 
haps, have ended better : we have much reason to 
be thankful to God for our preservation, even at the 
expense of their lives, and I will think no more of it 
but in that light." After this dialogue, I left her to 
watch her disabled little champion, while I made a 
fire and got tea, which was highly acceptable to us 
both after so trying a day ; and, having finished our 
repast, I took up our invalid in his snug wicker bed, 
and carrying him to the ship, placed hun near to us 
in the stateroom, where he passed a quiet night. , 

Thursday, 14th. In the morning, our first object 
was to bathe his wounds with some spirits, and after 
binding his neck with a handkerchief and giving him 
a little water, we took him on shore in the basket, 
from whence I removed him to a bed made up for 
him on the plank settee, on which his mistress also 
placed herself, with her needlework in hand. I em- 
ployed myself for an hour in cleaning and reloading 
the firearms, which, for security, I Sways kept in 
readiness ; after which I went down to the beach, 
and, kindling a large fire, slung the peccary over it 
on a pole by his feet tied together, that I might bum 
off all his porcupine bristles, and then scrape him 
clean as a Gloucestershire hog for bacon. I con- 
fess it was warm work, and during the process I 
wished over and over again that I had skinned the 
animal, as most nations, except the English and 
their colonists, do all they kill of the hog kind ; but 
John Bull like I had gone to work, and like John Bull 
I persevered to the end. I then carried it into the 
cave, where I suspended it on a peg tiiat I drove 
into a crevice of the rock, and returned to my dear 
wife to breakfast. 
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I did not remain long, but went to make an en- 
closure for the crayfish, which I did by driving some 
shingles into the sand in a semicircular form, just 
below high-watermark, and on th^ other side of the 
rock, where they could enjoy the run of fresh water, 
to which element tiiiey had been accustomed. Du- 
ring my absence, my dear Eliza had observed the 
armadillo through the window, roving about his en- 
closure in quest of food, and when I rejoined her 
she was feeding it with pieces of melon from her 
hand. I was quite pleased with this proof of its do«^ 
cility, and looked on with a hvely satisfaction at the 
interest she took in her dumb dependants. 

Towards noon I returned to the cave, and, cutting 
the peccary into quarters, put the two hinder ones 
into a bucket with plenty of salt, placing stones on 
them to press them down. I then selected some 
pieces to make broth for our wounded little hero ; 
aikl, building up a suitable fire, with a large fiat stone 
placed before it, I put down a fore-quarter of the 
peccary to rcfast, placing a brown dish under it, so 
that it had the iire in front and the hot stone behind, 
BXid I basted it Occasionally with some of our Irish 
butter. About two o'clock I took it up, with a roast- 
ed yam and some of the broth, to the plank house, 
and set it on the table which my attentive helpmate 
had prepared for the expected ^dinner. When she 
saw it she said gently, ^' I wish I did not know that 
this was part of the peccary, dear Edward; I really. 
do not like to eat it ; yet I owe it to you, for your 
fatigue soul trouble about it, to banish every other 
feeling than the desire of pleasing you, and will 
therefore dine on it with you, auid I hope cheerful- 
ly." I thanked her, and she smilingly received a 
plate of the broth from my hand and gave it to Fi- 
dele, who seemed mightily to approve of it. The 
roast looked very well, but did not taste quite as 
well as it looked ; however, by the aid of a little 
limejuice and capsicum, we contrived to make a 
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dinner. Eliza, with her nsual resigned spirit, did 
not complain of its being unpleasant : I did, and 
proposed the limejuice and capsicum ; but, having 
conquered her moral objection to it, the physical re- 
pugnance was to her too insignificant for a murmur. 

About an hour after our repast, as my dear wife 
had been confined all day with our wounded friend, 
1 volunteered to remain with him while she should 
take a Uttle walk, for exercise, to the thicket and 
the spring. She readily yielded to my wish, cann- 
ing with her some bruised com for the three hatcn- 
ing hens and the four sitting ducks, the two lately 
missed having been discovered near the spring-head, 
in snug nests among the rocks. 

She did not tarry long, and, returning with a quick 
step, told me that after feeding the poultry, she had 
taken a peep into the cave, where she found flutter- 
ing on the floor two young full-fledjged piffeons, 
which had probably fallen in attenlpting to fly out 
through the aperture in the top. She held them ten- 
derly in her hands, and showed themfto me with a 
pitying kind of pleasure. "Now, dear Edward," 
said she, " we c£ui keep these, and tame them with- 
out hurting them." "Certainly," I replied; "to 
keep them we have only to cut one of their wings, 
and place them in the cave, where the old ones unll 
continue to feed them." " Oh, no !" she answered, 
" I wish to tame them near ourselves ; but if the old 
ones should come to them when with us, we would 
treat them well, and by so doing might perhaps 
tame them also." " Well, dearest," I rejoined, "we 
will do even as you propose :" so I took her scis- 
sors, and clipped the long feathers of one wing of 
each pigeon, and, for the present, deposited her new 
pets in the old basket vacated by Fidele. Towards 
evening I took the young birds in the basket to the 
cave, where I scattered plenty of bruised com, and 
then returning to the plank house with Fidele in 
my arms, we hastened on board before the saudr 
flies began to 1i>uzz. 
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Friday, 15th. Our little dog was on foot as soon 
as we arose, and seemed quite himself again ; but, 
although he appeared ready to run before us as we 
went on shore, I thought it best to carry him. On 
landing, Eliza visited her pigeons in the cave, while 
I remained at the plank house. When she returned, 
ske told me that, as she went in, she found a great 
many pigeons pecking on the floor, and one of them 
in the basket feeding the young ones. She was 
quite delighted at the sight, and I with her descrip- 
tion of it. , We now concluded to place the basket 
in the avenue gradually at wider and wider distan- 
ces from the mouth of the cave, with com scattered 
around it, thus luring the old ones to follow it, un- 
til they should at length feed at our door. I now 
walked down to the rocks to hoe a little round the 
plants, and on my return found that my dear wife 
had boiled titie kettle, and roasted the last of our 
plantains for breakfast, of which wholesome vege- 
table we this morning took our leave with some re- 
gret, it being |n excellent substitute for bread. 

During the forenoon I employed myself on board, 
in getting several necessary articles from the hold, 
where the ship's stores of salted provisions, flour, 
&c., were kept. Returning with these, I next went 
to the fish preserve, where I baited a hook, and soon 
drew up a mullet for our dinner. Fidele, his jaws 
being no longer stiff from his wound, now greedily 
partook of our fare. 

In the afternoon we went in the punt to* our plan- 
tation. The voyage was pleasant, and we found 
everything flourisMng. The Indian corn was sev- 
eral inches above ground, high enough for the hoe, 
and the sugarcanes had grown another foot, so that 
I found plenty of employment till the evening. My 
dear wife, with Fidele at her feet, stood near me 
while at work, and we both surveyed with pleasure 
and thankfulness the promising fruits of my labour. 

We returned with improved spirits from our ex- 
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pedit'.on, and, as the eveniiijp wais delightfully cool, 
were induced to remain sitting on the platform until 
the stars appeared, though with them the sandflies 
came also : however, not being disposed to be driven 
away, I had recourse to a cigar, while my dear wife 
nestled close to me, and wei enjoyed not ^ little the 
serenity around us. The cigar finished, we started 
for the ship, to our repose. 

Saturday, 16th. I pumped the ship out this morn- 
ing, and, while I was thus employed, my wife rum- 
maged the captain's chest, and took out a new jacket 
and some striped trowsers ; my broad-skirted coats 
and short tight smallclothes not being at all conveni- 
ent for my present occupations. We disembarked to 
breakfast, and I went to the cave to look at our corned 
meat, which I found perfectly sweet ; but the fresh 
quarter was quite spoiled the day before, and I had 
thrown it to the crayfish.. It occurred to me to ex- 
amine the place where I had driven in the peg to 
hang the peccary on, as I recollected it soundeil 
hollow wmle I was hammering ; and, on farther in- 
spection, I was persuaded it was so. * Rejoining my 
wife, 1 told her my suspicion, and we determined, 
after breakfast, to satisfy ourselves respecting it. 
Accordingly, we repaired togethisr to the cave, and 
I struck with my hanmier against various places ; 
but, though there evidently was a ^^ffe^ence of 
sound near some of them, she thought it no doubt 
arose from natural fissures in the rock, and so we 
returned as wise as we went. Next day being the 
Sabbath, we employed ourselves in dressing some 
provisions, and in doing whatever else was requi- 
site to keep it holy, that we might give to the Cre- 
ator of the whole earth a seventh of that time which 
is altogether his, and which he has appointed as a 
type of the rest prepared in everlasting mansions 
for his people. 

Sunday, 17th. We arose with the sun, and per- 
formed our usual ablutions. It has been well said 
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''that cleanliness is next to godliness:'' it is, in 
truth, the symbol of inward purity. The sea- water 
we always found highly refreshing and invigorating, 
and nothing but the dread of the sharks prevented 
us from bathing daily on the beach. But I now 
hoped soon to find leisure to erect a bath, so that 
*we might enjoy the pure and ample wave, and be 
placed in safety from those terrible monsters of the 
deep. We dressed ourselves neatly — she in the 
work of her hands, which during the last few days 
she had been adapting to present convenience, and 
I in the captain's jacket and trowsers, enjoying our- 
selves a while on the quarter-^eck, until it was time 
to go on shore to breakfast. We first visited the 
young pigeons in the basket, and brought them 
to the plank house, where we took them out and 
strewed some com on the ground. We then watch- 
ed earnestly to see what would be the result ; and, 
to my Eliza's great delight, while we were at our 
repast the old birds came and fed them. Our poor 
solitary cock j too, came up among them, apparently 
glad to find company. 

After breakfast I read the morning service, and 
my dea^.wife the lessons of the day, concluding 
with one of Archbishop Tillotson's excellent ser- 
mons : " If ye lovfe me," said our blessed Saviour, 
" keep my commandments." We then took some 
food to the rest of our dumb friends, and Eliza fed 
her armadillo. The so recently shy creature now 
went round the inside of his enclosure from place 
to place, following her as she changed her pQsition 
wim tfie 'slices of melon in her hand. We dined on 
what hsid been provided yesterday, giving thanks, 
with more than our daily fervency, for the bounties 
of that God who had been so merciful to us. In the 
afternoon we read several chapters in Isaiah, and a 
part of the Gospel of St. John, and then took a walk 
into the woodland region, Fidele sedately following 
the footsteps of his mistress. It was happiness un- 
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utterable thus to walk arm iii arm with the one of 
all earthly beings the most dear to me — not bone of 
my bone, but soul of my soul ; having one mind, one 
spirit, one faith, one hope ; a blessed communion, in 
short, with each other forever in Christ, who is the 
power and wisdom of God, by whom all things were 
created, and in whom alone mankind can be savedf 
from the effects of sin unto the resurrection of eter- 
nal life. 

Monday, 18th. We arose with the day, and went 
in the punt to visit the cocoanut grove, where our 
plants, from their rapid growth, required constant 
attention, The melons and pumpkins had attained 
the size of lemons, and the yams and coccos were 
well up, but the stems of the former appeared weak. 
While I employed myself with tay husbandry, my 
dear wife visited her capsicums among the earthy, 
places of the rocky ledge, and found them also well 
forward. Having finished my hoeing, I took the, 
gaskets, and, ascending one of the trees, cut off 
about a dozen young cocoanuts, which I carried 
down to the punt without disencumbering them of 
their husks, the distance being inconsiderable. * 

After my morning's labour I was disposed to rest 
a while at the plank house, lingering over our break- 
fast, and our conversation again turned upon the 
hollow-sounding places in the cave. The idea still 
possessed me that some of these places must be 
deeper than mere fissures in the rock— ^perhaps an 
inner cavern; and I therefore proposed taking a 
heavy hatchet-hammer, to sound the roqk all along' 
its side, to test more thoroughly the extent of the 
hollows. My wife was pleased with the notion of 
discovering anoth^ recess in our cave, and I ac- 
cordingly took my heaviest hatchet, and struck the 
sides of the place in different parts as before : I was 
quickly satisfied that the sound from near the crev- 
ice where I had hung up the peccary, and for several ' 
yards beyond, was very different from that produced 
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Ijy striking against the other parts of thei cave. 
We now brought in a candle, for this place was the 
darkest, and, therefore, the coolest in the cave, on 
which account I had selected it for our larder. Aid- 
ed by the light, to our amazement we could distinct- 
ly perceive an appearance of artificially inserted 
stones. We now reflected on the circumstance of 
finding the military belt, and on the chocolate-trees 
at the cavern's mouth, and thought this built-up par- 
tition might be connected with those things. 

I4ost no time in going on board for a crowbar, 
which I had seen in the fore-cuddy, and, bringing it, 
commenced dislodging the stones. In a short time 
I succeeded in opening a hole large enough to admit 
my body, and, thrusting in my head and shoulders, 
perceived a kind of chamber, dimly lighted from 
a narrow fissure above, but hot sufficiently to show 
distinctly anything within. I knew that the ^ir ad- 
mitted by the opening made below would imi^edi- 
ately expel any foul vapour that might exist within 
through the aperture at the top ; and after resting a 
moment to explain this to Eliza, I wormed m3rself 
into the recess, and^took the candle from her hand. 
For some time I could not discover anything wor- 
thy of notice ; but, on moving forward about three 
yauxls, I saw a heap of small canvass bags ranged 
side by side, and behind them a long wooden box. 
Without stopping to examine them, I stepped back 
to the hole where I had entered, and desired my 
wife to join me, telling her what I had discovered. 
By my assistance she soon got through, when, open- 
ing one of the bags, there was suddenly disclosed 
some sparkUng metal. " This is treasure !" cried I. 
" God preserve us !" she instantly exclaimed. " From 
what, dearest ?" I replied, shaking out several large 
pieces of coin. " They are full of dollars," she re- 
joined ; " and of what use are they to us 1" " Well, ' 
love," I replied, " they can do us no harm ; we can 
leave them where we found them, if we choose." 
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" Just so," she answered. " However," said I, " we 
will examine the box." The lid was nailed dowii, 
so that it could not be opened without a chisel ; we 
therefore, crept out of the recess to bring one from 
the carpenter's chest, and returned to the plank 
house. I held in my hand some pieces of the moneys 
that had fallen out of the bag, and Which by candle- 
light had appeared white, whence w^ concluded 
they were dollars ; but we now discovered that they 
were doubloons. I stated the vast difference in 
their value to Eliza. "Well, Edward," said she, 
" it is all the same to us, dollars, or doubloons, or 
our own English pennies ; We cannot send them to 
market here. Your health, my honoured husband, 
is our weaUh, and God's blessing our exhaustless 
mine ! So I care nothing about these, or only this, 
that I fear their discovery will be a source of great 
uneasiness, and perhaps of misery, to us." " very 
well, dearest," I replied ; " if there be any more of 
it in the other bags, with your counsel and God for 
my guide, I hope I shall not make a bad use of it, 
should I ever nave an opportunity to employ it." 
" I hope, nay, I believe you would not, dear Ed- 
ward," she r^oined; "but riches are a snare." 
" Why, sweet EUza," I angered, gravely, "bags of 
gold can be no riches to me where we are : they 
might as well be full of sand." 

Here the dialogue ended ; and in little haste about 
going for the chisel, I set about preparing dinner, in 
which my dear wife, cheerful as usual, assisted me. 
We dined on the last corned quarter of the peccaryj 
which was very good, the salt having driawn out the 
rankness the meat h^ in its fresh state. " Now, 
love," said I, " let us go Sttd examine the box." She 
relighted the candle, and taking a chisel and mallet 
•with me, we proceeded to the cave, and, entering the 
recess, I opened the box. It was full of all sorts of 
gold and silver articles, as representations of the cru- 
cifixion, the Virgin and child in highly-wrought ail- 
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ver shrines, gold hilts for swords, large earringps of 
gold, ingots of gold, gold and silver tissue, silver la- 
yers, and other costly things. Eliza admired all 
these beautiful pieces of workmanship very much, 
making various appropriate remarks on the different 
articles ; and when we had examined them all, she 
said gently, " Dear Edward, let us shut the box up, 
and the place in which we found it also : these thinss 
do not belong to us." " Oh, very well," I replied ; 
" as you please : I don't care a rush about them." 
Without another word we stepped out of the recess, 
and I put back the loose stones in their places. 

Returning to the plank house, after a few moments' 
musing I said, " Dear Eliza, we will let this matter 
rest for the present, and discuss it at our leisure : I 
trust, whatever we may conclude to do, it will have 
a blessing, and not a curse." " Do not let it perplex 
you, my honoured husband," she replied ; " we will 
pr^ God to direct yoii." 

This affair, however, was of too much importance 
to be left imsettled. Turning the doubloons over 
^and over in my hand, I found on them the name of 
Carolus II., and, although looking as if just from the 
mint, they bore the date of 1670. " EKza," said I, 
*' when we look at the date of this coin, and consider 
the condition in which we found the belt, the probabil- 
ity is that this treasure has been here at least fifty or 
sixty years, and that there are no persons now living 
to whom it legally belongs. Besides, most likely 
the persons who placed it where it is were buca- 
niers, who took it by violence from some Spanish 
vessel, and killed the owners at the same time. 
Hence the conclusion is that it is not the property 
of any one — at least of any one that could, with the 
utmost diligence, be discovered. Possession, there- 
fore, is the only right which, under existing circum- 
stances, can be set up ; it is consequently a duty i 
owe to myself, to you, and to all connected witib us, 
to secure this treasure, and convey it to England if 
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ever an opportunity should offer ; and, with yant 
I consent and approbation, my beloved wife, I shall 
act accordingly.'' She did not answer me for some 
time, but at last she said, " If those to whom it 
rightfully belongs cannot have it, I certainly see no 
Just reason why you should not do with it as yov 
propose." "Well, dear," I replied, "it is on that 
principle I shall act, and lose no time in securing tiie 
fortune that has fallen so wonderfully into our 
hands." The question between us was now set at 
rest, and a great weight taken off my mind ; for my 
conscientious friend as well as obement wife would 
never have assented to any step which she did not 
believe to be founded on moral propriety. 

It was but a few hours since t had discovered this 
unlooked-for hoard, and with all my efforts I could 
not settle down to my work as belore. I lingered 
at the plaiik house, talking on subjects far away 
from our little island; and I asked my dear com-^ 
panion to set before us some wine, which she did, 
and I sat and discoursed till teatime. She often 
smiled at my remarks, but would not disturb my hu^ 
mour, and that visionary hour or two passed off 
very agreeably. We fed our animals, and retired 
e^ly to the vessel. 

Tuesday, 19th. My sleep during the night was 
disturbed by strange dreams, too incoherent to be re- 
lated, but all about the treasure in the cave. On 
waking, I mentioned them to my dear wife, though I 
really felt ashamed that the matter had so engrossed 
my mind. After discussing the subject for an hour, 
she finally said, " Well, Edward, whatever you wish 
to do, I will join you in most cheerfully ;" and she 
said this with great emphasis, as she always did 
when she had moAe up her mind thus to pledge her- 
self. I received her assurance affectionate^, and 
we left the vessel for the shore. 

After breakfast I proposed that we should exam- 
ine ^e bags, with their contents ; aiid, accordingly, 
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enteringr the cave, I removed the loose stones from 
the breach in the tvUII, and we soon found ourselves 
again in the recess. There, were forty bags, each 
not larger thafi the top of a stocking ; but, on count- 
Qig out the doubloons from one, tli^ result was five 
hundred ; and, opening some others, I found the num- 
ber to be the same. The bags were nearly rotten, 
though they lay in a bed of dry sand. '* We have 
here,'' said I, " my dear Eliza, additional proof of the 
great length of time this money has been hidden." 
" Well," she replied, " and what are we to do with 
it?" "You must make some new bags," was my 
answer, " and' I will make boxes to pack them in; 
and then we will leave them here, ready for any 
opportunity that may occur for their removal and 
our ow|i. In the course of time, some vessel may 
providentially hover near us, and afford us the means 
of returning to our native home, to bless with our 
riches those whom we fondly love." '*Ah! ilear 
Edward," she exclaimed, ''it may indeed please 
€k>d to make us the instruments of comfort to your 
family and mine, and with these riches to be a bles- 
sing to the poor ;" and, saying this, she cnibraced me 
teiraerly. 

There sometimes is a presentiment that cannot be 
checked, and such was that which I now felt re*- 
specting these bags of gold : my mind seemed as^ 
sured of the possibility of certain events ; and, con- 
templating theifn (though afar off) as if they really 
existed, I saw opportunities in a thousand shapes 
of quitting the island with our treasure, and desired 
to be ready for the favourable moment. I hastened^ 
therefore, to get up some new canvass from the 
fore-cuddy of the brig, and cut it into forty pieces 
for as many new bags. " Now, my Eliza," said I, 
''you must sew up these as strongly as you can, 
and I will make boxes to pack them in, so that we 
may be prepared for tuiy emergency." Here was 
at least a fortnight's empk>yment ifor us ; and, d&> 
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ring the remainder of the week, we kept busily at 
work. 

On Sunday, the 24th, we rested from our labours, 
though I confess we did not feel as serenely de- 
vout as had been usual with us on this day. Still 
we read the ChUrch service, and engaged in other 
spiritual exercises ; but our thoughts too often re- 
verted to the strange discovery of the preceding 
week. It was nevertheless the Sabbath, and we 
found it so to our minds, praying fervently to God 
for direction and support, that Hq would be our 
counsellor and comforter, and not permit us to for- 
sake Him and our life of holy hope for any earthly 
considerations. 

Coming on shore, near the thicket avenue we 
had the pleasant sight of one of our fowls with a 
brood of twelve chickens, and recollecting that an- 
other had begun to sit on the same day, we visit- 
ed her just in time to assist her little progeny to 
step down to the wild herbage : of these latter there 
were thirteen ; and I can truly say we were more 
delighted at seeing this addition to our family than 
in fmding all our treasure ; for the one was unal- 
loyed, the other encompassed with care Bnd mis- 
givings. My dear wife fed the hens, before We took 
our own breakfast, with plenty of bruised com, 
which the little strangers likewise endeavoured to 
eat, while the two young pigeons walked about, 
pecking familiarly with the group, and even some 
of the old birds flew down and fed with them. The 
armadillo was now grown so tame that he might 
have been let out ;; but, for fear of alarming the 
young chicks, with their dams, we thought it best 
to keep him a little longer in his enclosure. 

After ,dinner we took a walk through the wood- 
land region to the plantation, where we felt renewed 
happiness in contemplating the progress our plants 
had made. Our dear little dog, too, now quite well, 
seemed to ps^rticipate in our pleasure at being thus 
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emancipated from the long* captivity imposed by . 
our bag and coffer making, and, could he have spo« 
ken, would doubtless have pronounced a hearty mal^ 
ediction on all bucaniers and their doubloons. We 
returned to our house an hour before the sun set, 
and, having read some chapters in the Bible, took* 
our tea and retired to rest. 

Monday, 2dth. On rising this morning we both 
expressed a widh that we had never found the treas- 
ure, for it had discomposed our minds, and sadly de- 
ranged the customary teaom of our employments* 
However, having taken our resolution not dbsolutei- 
ly to throw it away by sheer neglect, we perse* 
vered in our work, and by the following Saturday 
morning all the bags and boxes were finished. We . 
then counted the contents of the old bags as they 
were put into the new ones, and found each to con- " 
tain exactly five hundred doubloons. Each box was 
n^ade to hold three bags, which I packed closely 
vfith sand, there being thirteen boxes in all; and,' 
as there was one bag over, I removed it to the 
plank house. We were heartily glad when the bu^ 
smess was completed ; so sick, iiKleed, were we of 
it, that I built up the wall again without even look* 
ing a second time into the great chest that contaii^ 
ed so much treasure in various shapes. 

In the course of the v^eek two of the docks ha4 
brought out their broods (one of eight, the other of 
ten), smd, busy as ym had been, we did not omit 
oarefully to house tbem every evening in a place I 
had built for them near the earing; 

Sunday^ March 3d* We arose this morning and 
blessed Grod^ as if delivered from some great calam- 
ity. Our hearts w^re againi light, and, after dress* ' 
ing for the day, we enjoyed ourselves on deck, arm 
in ami, with new delight* The sun was up, yet the 
morning was cool, and we looked onc^ more abroad, 
alive to all the beauties of nature. Surely there 
must be something even in the touch of gold de- 
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moralizing to man ! Such, at least, was my refloc* 
tion. This Sabbath was passed in great comfort of 
mind and in the due exercises of religion. 

Monday, 4th. We congratulated each other, on 
leaving our cabin this morning, that we had done 
with counting. and packing doubloons: neverthe- 
less, I smilingly remarked that I had large posses- 
sions both in land and money, without a title to 
either ! '* But," said my dear wife, with an answer- 
ing smile, '* if there be no one to show a better title, 
possession will give yow the rig[ht. However,*' add- 
ed she, more seriously, " we imi leave the issue of 
our present extraordinary situation in the hands of 
Him who placed us in it" '> Just so, my love," I 
replied; "and here let us leave the suj^ect." 

But the subject was not so easily got rid of; it 
haunted me in spite of myself. "I should like^ 
dear Eliza," said I, a little while afterward, "to . 
make another excursion to the summit of our prom- 
ontory : we ought not to neglect the chance of discov- 
ering vessels in the offing; and, besides, I wish to 
make some farther observations with the spyglass, 
as the a4venture with the peccaries seems to have 
frightened you and Fidele from going beyond our 
own immediate domain." To this proposition she 
offered no objection, and her little friend being now 
quite recovered, we could again march forth in due 
order. 

Equipping ourselves, therefore, with pike and bill- 
hook, pistols and musket, and Ae ship's glass, and 
my dear wife having put some refreshments in her 
ba8ket,we stepped into the punt, and I rowed round 
to the farther extremity of the cotton-tree planta- 
tion. We landed, and proceeded through the wood 
.to the foot of the hill; and, having deposited our 
basket under the tree where I ha4 formerly cleared 
a pathway to the ravine, we began to clamber up 
the ascent, and in about an hour gained the summit. 
I here looked carefully around, sweeping the hoxi* 
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zon with my glass wherever the land did not inter- 
vene, but no sail was to be seen. I then directed 
my eye to all the shores of the islands within sight, 
but nothing presented itself worthy of attention ex- 
cepting some large black birds (probaJ)ly carrion vul- 
tures) hovering sSwut the place where the peccaries 
had been killed. We retumedv therefore, to the tree 
where our provisions had been left, and, seating our- 
selves under its deep shade, we greatly enjoyed our 
collation, to which a cocoaaut-shell of cool wine and 
water proved an excellent appendage. 

After breakfast we proceeded in the punt to the 
northern part of the plantation, and, landing there, 
I occupied myself for an hour in weeding the ground 
around our various plants, which were all highly 
flourishing. At noon we retired to pur favourite 
cotton-tree, where we gave , ourselves up to sleep : 
we dined, also, beneath its friendly shade ; after 
which I cut some sticks frotn the adjoining thicket 
to support the slender stems of the yams, which I 
thought required it, from their seeming weakness. 
We returned in the punt in the cool of the evening, 
and stepped on shore a Uttle before sunset. 

I felt we had not enjoyed the day^s excursion as 
we were wont : the beauties of the place were less 
remarked upon than formerly, and nothing was said 
of its eligibility for our permanent residence. It 
was evident that the newly-discovered gold had in- 
stilled a subtle poison into my mind at least, and 
that it continued its secrert operation in spite of all 
my sage conclusions and excellent resolves. We 
were, however, much pleased at seeing our two 
broods of young ducks waddling up to their home 
as we landed; and, while my dear wife stood by 
them, I ran up to the plank house, and brought some 
bruised com, which I mixed with water for them in 
a hollow stone close by the door of their habitation. 
We walked thence with the goats and their kids, and 
were met at our door by the gallant cock, with his 
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numerous progeny. Our next care was to feed them ; 
and we cut up a pumpkin for the goats, not forget* 
ting a melon for the armadillo : all' this afforded us 
a pure gratification^ veiy different from the feverish 
hopes excited in us while counting, and packing the 
gold. After regaling ourselves with a- pineapple, 
we retired to our marine abode to pray and rest. 

Tuesday, 5th. On rising in the morning, we talk- 
ed over making some change in our accommoda- 
tioHs. The increasing heat of the weather had made 
it rather unpleasant in the statesoom at night, so 
that I employed myself after iM^akfast in slinging a 
cot in the great cabin, which was more airy for a 
dormitory ; and in the end it proved to be not only 
for our comfort, but for our health. While I was 
thus engaged,' my dear wife '■ made some johnny- 
cakes (a West Indian sort of bread) and a pumpkm 
pie. I then went down to the place where we kept 
the crayfish, and was bringing one home with me, 
when I observed several young pumpkins about the 
size of English penny rolls. I cut off half a dozen 
and put them in my basket ; but Eliza, on seeing 
them, expressed a fear that I had gathered them 
prematurely. " Oh no !" I replied, " they eat them 
m America in this state ; and when boiled and mash- 
ed, with a little' butter and pepper, they are as good 
as turnips." This pleased her much, for she had 
often wished for some greener vegetables to eat 
with our fish.or meat than the yam or coccos. The 
crayfish was put over the fire, and also the young 
pumpkins ; and, reserving the pie for the morrow, 
we made an excellent dinner. In the evening I pujr- 
sued some of our usual daily occupations, and when 
the stars appeared we retired composed to our place 
of rest, anticipating a cool and comfortable night's 
sleep, in which we were not ^sappointed. 

Wednesday, 6th. We arose unusually refreshed, 
feeling as if we had slept in another climate, and 
quite delighted with our swinging bed. Coming on 
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sliore, vf^ visited our third hen, having calculated 
that her brood should be out about that time, and 
we found her surrounded by a numerous progeny, 
no less than fourteen. By this accession we had 
altogether thirty-nine chickens — a most welcome 
stock for our future subsistence. After breakfast, I 
suggested to my dear wife, as my husbandry was 
completed for. the season, that I should begin my 
preparations for constructing our proposed house on 
the open glade near the cotton-tree plantation ; for, 
although we might hope it would please God to af- 
ford us an opportunity at some period to remove 
from the island to our native home, yet it would be 
to our happiness, meanwhile, to wait patiently on 
Hinpi for his own time, and think only on such mat- 
ters as immediately concerned us. These were her 
own sentiments, and she was delighted in hearing 
me. speak as I had done. 

After this conversation, while I was gone to ex- 
amine the fishpot, my dear Eliza recollected a 
large and small coffee-mill she had seen in the cap- 
tain's cabin, and she brought them on shore. " Ed- 
ward," said she, " this large one will make a nice 
commill for the poultry, and I will roast some cof- 
fee, and grind it in the other ; it will save our tea, 
and be an agreeable change." I was much pleased 
at the sight of these mills, which had escaped my 
observation, and determined to fix them both up for 
service. We dined sumptuously on a fine fish 
which I had found in the fishpot, and, being fresh 
from the sea, we relished it greatly. In the evening 
I fastened the mills to the inner side of our palace, 
and, having roasted ^sortie coffee in the frying-pan, 
ground it, and Eliza soon presented me with a cup 
of the refreshing beverage. 

Thursday, 7th. We arose with the dawn, and 
while I was beginning my preparations in the hold, 
to get up planks and boards, and some long square 
timber purposely destined for house-builfing, my 

P 
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active helpmate went oa shore to attend to the poul- 
try. As she- was feeding them, she was delighted 
with seeing the other two missing ducks, with their 
broods, near the springrhead : one had brought out 
nine, and the other eight ; so that in the four broods 
we mustered thirty-seven young ones. 

After breakfast I set to grinding corn, and found 
the mill do so well, that we looked to it as a fortu- 
nate resource for Ourselves in case our flour should 
spoil, and we be obliged to eat Indian corn thus pre- 
pared in its stead. In the afternoon we walked over 
to the cocoanut grove, where I employed myself in 
hoeing for an hour, and saw with satisfaction every- 
thing in a flourishing condition. We finished our 
evening, as usual, on Uie platform of the plank house, 
and retired early to our vessel. 

I will now pass over the remainder of the month 
with simply stating that I worked for four hours in 
the morning of each week-day in getting together 
the materials for building our ^lew residence, and 
that I also found time to make, with planks and frag- 
ments of the rock, under the larboard bow of the 
brig, a secure place, covered at the top, for a bathing 
house, which proved a source of great comfort and 
delight to us : nor did I neglect to dress the ground 
at one or other of the plantations every evening. 
My dear wife the while attended to the stock and 
other domestic matters — always happy when the 
Sunday came round, it being ever to us truly a Sab- 
bath day. 

Monday, April 8th. During the preceding month 
I had conveyed all the materials to the spot where 
we intended to build our new house. But many of 
the melons and pumpkins now required gathering ; 
the com, also, was ripening apace, and the yams and 
coccos would soon be fit to dig ; so that labour of a 
different kind called on me to suspend, for the pres- 
ent, any farther operations. I, however, set about 
erecting a temporary shed near the great tree, to re- 
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ceive the y aiions products of our grounds, as I might 
be able to get tnem in. This operation brought 
round another week ; and on the Sabbath we bless- 
ed and praised Grod, and I rested from my labour. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Monday, 15th April. As my dear wife and I were 
enjoying our breakfast under the ample shade of our 
cottonwood-tree, we were struck dumb by the sud- 
den appearance of a large canoe between us and the 
opposite island. To arms was the first impulse : I 

Eut my pistols, which were lying near me, into my 
elt, and, after looking anxiously at each other for a 
few moments, I said, '* Fear nothing, my beloved 
wife ! They may be nothing more than a few harm- 
less Indians, driven hither by some accident : I will 
beckon them to land." "Then," she exclaimed, 
*' may our God be with us, as we mean them kind- 
ly." I now took her pike, and tied a white napkin 
that lay in the basket to it for a flag, and with it we 
ran to the highest part of the open ground, where 
we held it up, waving it to attract their attention. 
In a few minutes they discovered us, for they were 
scarcely more than half a mile from the shora. 
They immediately turned the head of their canoe 
towards us, and soon began to hail us ; but we did 
not understand them, and could only answer, there- 
fore, by continuing to wave our signal. My dear 
wife, however, bethought herself to run back t5 the 
cotton -tree, whence she brought a fine melon, and 
held it up in her hand, while I kept flourishing m^ 
'token of invitation. They were now lying on their 
paddles, about a cable's length ofl*, apparently in con- 
sultation. At sight of the melon they spoke to 
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us again, and we heard the word amtgosy or some- 
thing very like it. The Latin I had learned at school 
made me catch at it : amicus ! thought I ; that will 
do ; and I hallooed out ^t amigos r as loudly as I 
could, imitating their pronunciation of the word, and 
again waving the flag. On this they began to pad- 
dle in earnest towanls us ; but we kept our com- 
manding position, walking s^ong the high ground as 
we approached the water, until we shoi3d be able to 
see them more distinctly. As they drew near the 
shore, we discovered two men, two women, and a 
girl in the canoe, all negroejs. I now perceived we 
had nothing to fear, so I made signs to the men to 
row a little to the northward, that they might land 
clear of the rocks. Meanwhile, with our dear little 
dog at our side, we advanced to meet them, and de- 
scended to the beach just as the canoe touched the 
shore. The people did not jump out instantly, but 
stood or sat, surveying us attentively. At length 
the elder of the men stepped out, and, stooping be- 
fore me, embraced my knees. I raised him up, while 
my wife, with the look of an angel, gave him the 
melon ; and I, to show him I had no misgivings, took 
a clasp-knife from my pocket, and, putting it into his 
hand unopened, made signs to him to cut the fruit 
and divide it among his party. It was a watermel- 
on, and, returning with it into the canoe and opening 
the knife^he cut it iiito slices and presented them to 
his companions. As they ate it they looked much 
{leased, and on our beckoning to them they all came 
out of the canoe, drawing it up on the shore, and 
sat down upon the beach, the man giving me back 
my knife. After they had finished the melon, I made 
signs to the two men to rise and go with me, at the 
same time saying to my wife, " Will you be afraid 
to stay with the women!" She answered firmly, 
" Certainly not." The men hesitated to leave the 
women, supposing my dear partner to be no other 
than a cdfoll&rOf tul one of the women seemed sud- 
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denly to recognise her sex, when, speaking to the 
men to that effect, as I supposed, they readily went 
with me. I took them to the silk-cotton-tree, where 
our morning's provisions were, which we had scarce- 
ly tasted when we discovered the canoe. The salt 
beef and biscuit, with other tilings, I put into the 
basket, giving it to one of the men to carry, and to 
the other the canteen with water. I then returned 
with them to the beach ; and, as we drew near, my 
companions laughed, and shouted to the women, who 
answered by clapping their hands, accompanied by 
vociferous expressions indicative of joy. Caui^g 
them to move a little higher up, I spread the provis- 
ions before them, of which they all ate, drinkiqg the 
water at times with much eagerness, while Eliza 
and -myself walked to and fro at a httle distance. 
During all this time Fidele never barked, but kept 
quite close to the feet of his mistress, eying the ne- 
groes with fear and suspicion. 
' When they had finished tl^ir repast, which was 
scanty enough for so many, I made one of them 
take up the empty basket, and another the canteen, 
and then proceed in a body to the great tree. I made 
signs to them to lay down and rest. They instantiy 
obeyed, and all but the elder man fell asleep. He 
and I endeavoured to converse, but could not un- 
derstand each other in the least. I was satisfied, 
however, that he spoke Spanish, though perhaps in 
the same sort of way that the negroes of Jamaica 
speak English. If he had spoken pure Castilian, I 
should not have understood him the better for it 
All that I could comprehend was that his name was 
Diego, and that he called the other man Shaver; 
which, as he repeated it several times, caused my 
dear wife to smile, at which old Diego laughed 
heartily, though ignorant of the joke. The man^s 
name, no doubt, was Xavier, though pronounced in a 
manner that gave it a ridiculous meaning to our Eng- 
lish ears. Our mirth awakened Xavier, who seenv- 

P3 
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ed quite happy wheii Diego explained to him the 
part he had borne in our pleasantnr ; however, he 
soon lay down again, and fell asleep. My dear 
wife then suggested that, as these poor strangers 
had had but a scanty breakfast, it would be weU to 
take Diego, and bring some provisions for a more 
ample dinnei^ I readily fell in with her benevolent 
proposal ; and, putting the basket into the negro's 
hand, he appeared to understand that his services 
were required, and followed us through the wood- 
land region without showing the least fear. He 
was deUghted with the fountain of water at the turn 
of the promontory, and seemed greatly pleased at 
seeing the broods of ducks, and the goats feeding 
by the stream. 

No doubt he expected to find a fine house and 
plenty of people ; for, after passing along the path 
between the promontory and the rock,, he gazed all 
about, and then at us, with a sort of amazement. 
He then followed us closely up to the plank house, 
where we collected some yams, biscuit, salted meat, 
and old pumpkins, with a few cocoanuts, and filled 
his basket. As we came out on the platform, he 
looked towards the brig, and then said something to 
me. I made signs to inform himsshe had b^en 
wrecked, and that all but ourselves had perished. 
He understood me perfectly well: his eyes filled 
with tears, and he covered his face with his hands. 
Poor negro ! thy sympathies were awakened : thou 
thyself hadftt been snatched from a watery grave ; 
and the Divine spirit breathed into man became 
manifest in thee at this moment, without, per- 
haps, even thy knowing there is a God, and that He 
is thy Father^ and the Father of all ! My gentle 
Eliza was deeply affected by this language of uni- 
versal nature, so feelingly spoken by tliis poor 
negro. 

On our return to his sleeping friends, I stopped at 
the rocky point, and, taking up one of the rods which 
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lay there, baited the hook with a bit of raw pork 
that I cut from a piece in the basket, and presenting^ 
it to Eliza, 1 said, '^ Go, my dear, and catch us a 
fish." 3he took the rod, and, while Diego and 1 
stood at the base of the rock, dropped the bait into 
the preserve, when a fish immediately seized it, and 
with a little exertion she drew it out upon the rock. 
Diego, on seeing the gr^at size of the fish, caught in 
a sQ^oment, as he supposed, from the sea, and by a 
white woman too (for white women, he thought, 
could do nothing but yawn and count their beads), 
burst into an ecstasy, and sprang on to the rock to 
disentangle the strug:gling prize from the hook. My 
dear wife thanked him with a smile, and the next 
instant he descended with the fish in his hand. Thus 
provided, we proceeded to the cotton-tree^ where we 
found all the party still asleep. 

Diego seemed to think theyhad had sleep enough, 
for he roused .them immediately on our arhvaL 
They were startled at being so swidenly awakened, i. 
and the women appeared somewhat frightened; but ^ 
the old fellow was a wag in his way, and seemed to 
enjoy the confusion he had occasioned, while, with 
an air of triumph, he held the fish over the face of one. 
and a great yam over another. After rubbing their 
eyes, they one and aU began to talk and laugh, and 
we rejoiced to see in our new companions nothing 
but what was cheerful andinoffensive. " Shawveer," 
said I (imitating Diego as well as I could in pro- 
nouncing the name), and at the same time taking 
him by the arm, " come with me.'^ He was much 
amused with hearing me try to call him by name. 
I led him to where there was a large upright stone 
standing between the cottoj^tree and Sie open, 
ground, and having taken with me a ^w leaves and 
some bits of stick, I struck a light; and, kindling 
them, made signs to him to build a fire on this spot. 
He was pleased with the task, and Called to him one 
Qf the women, who was his wife. As she came up 
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I put my hand on his breast, saying " Sha^i^veer ;" 
then, touching his wife's shoulder, I at the same 
time pointed to him, and, repeating his name, point- 
ed to her. After the pause of a second he under- 
stood my inquiry, and answered •* Hachinta," when 
I repeated the word, patting her on the shoulder, 
and then left them to make up the fire. 

Returning to the cotton-tree, I found Diego in 
earnest conversation with the other two women (or, 
rather, the other woman and a girl about seventeen 
years of age, the one his wife, the other his daugh- 
ter), and they seemed full of surprise. I supposed 
he had been telling them of his seeing the brig, and 
of our misfortuBe ; for, the moment I came up to 
them, his wife fell down before Eliza, weeping and 
kissing her feet. This scene sealed our friendship 
for these poor outcasts, and from that hour we cher- 
ished the feelings towards them of which they had 
set us so beautiful an example. 

We now thought it best to retire to the plank 
house, and leave them to cook and eat their own 
dinner as they might choose; besides, it was time 
that we ourselves had some food. I beckoned, 
therefore, to Diego to follow me, and led him up to 
the little spring to replenish the canteen with water. 
On our return, I mstde them comprehend that we 
were going to retire for a while ; but Diego had no 
doubt made known to his wife that we were without 
any one to help us, and, taking her daughter by the 
hand, and pronouncing the woi3 " Mira," she tender- 
ed her to EUza. My dear wife looked so kindly on 
the girl that she showed no reluctance in gtnng 
with her, and we now left, followed by the young 
negress and our faithful little dog. 

Mira took but little notice of an3rthing, yet did not 
seem sulky. As soon as we entered the house, her 
new mistress cut a muskmelon, and gave her a slice; 
of it, which she ate with evident pleasure. I hast- 
ened to take a fish from the preserve, and, having 
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duly prepared it, gave it to Mira, who helped it into 
the kettle with much adroitness ; she seemed also 
to know what she was about in roasting the yams. 
When the dinner was ready, it was served up on the 
table placed within doors ; a^d, after helping out- 
selves, I filled a plate and gave it to the girl on the 
platform, where she ate with great composure. 
When she had finished it I bored a young cocoanut,: 
first giving her the milk to drink, and then, cutting 
off the top, handed it to her, with a spoon, wMcE 
she knew very well how to use, mating with it the 
soft puip, and showing signs of much satisfaction at 
our kind treatment. 

After the dinner things were put away, and we 
had rested about a couple of hours,i my dear wife 
made her new waiting-maid put four young cocoa- 
nuts into her basket, and with them we proceeded 
to join her friends at the plantation. They were 
glad to see us ; and Eliza, t£uung the cocoanuts, pre- 
sented them one by one to each of the party. They 
were pleased at the promised treat, but had no knife ; 
so I gave Diep^o my clasp-knife, and made signs to 
him to keep it, which delighted him excee(hngly. 
They now did full justice to the feast, and the frag- 
ments were not very heavy. 

Poor creatures! they all appeared very much 
exhausted, and, as negroes are not very particular 
about their lodging, they seemed quite content to 
take up their abode in the shed I had erected for the 
vegetables. But, to render it a little more comfort- 
able, I made the men bring in some planks, and 
place them side by side upon 'the ground for their 
beds ; and this bein^ done, my dear wife remained 
with the women, while the men and I went down to 
secure the canoe, the sail of which they brought up, 
to cover them at nighty 

About four o'clock we left them, taking the girl 
with us, and on our arrival at the plank house Eliza 
made a large quantity of coffee in the teakettle, and 
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sweetened it ; then, pouring about three pints of it 
into a tin camp-kettle, she handed it to Mira, and 
aJso a basket containing biscuits and a small mug, 
and made a sign to her to take them to her friends : 
she replied by a pleasant look, and instantly set off 
kt a good pace. 

^My honoured husband,'' said my dear wife to 
me, after she was gone, *' the coming of these peo- 
ple is an event so unexpected, that I sometimes 
think it a dream ; however, I doubt not Providence 
has brought them for their good and ours, poor 
creatures ! God has been merciful to them as to 
us, and it is our duty to share what we have with 
them. Indeed, they s^em grateful, and disposed to 
be our servants, if we please to make them such.** 
"We will be kind to them, love,*' I replied; "but 
for their happiness as well as our own, they must 
be accustomed to look up to us for everything, and 
therefore to wait upon us as servants, but not as 
slaves." "Dear Edward," she answered, "your 
judgment is always most prudent as well as most 
kind ; and I hope we shall be able, in time, to teach 
them to know that God who delivered them from 
death, and placed them here in security and abun- 
dance." 

In. this strain our conversation continued until 
near- sunset, when Diego returned with the girl, 
bringing the empty baskets and tin kettle, and, with 
many signs of thanks, bowed profoundly before us, 
after wluch he went away, and left his daughter 
with us. She was nearly worn out with the fatigue 
and anxiety she had undergone, and we ourselves, 
being somewhat weary from our hospitable exer- 
tions, retired early to the brig ; but she did not fol- 
low us quite so willingly as before, when she saw 
us about to go on board. However, a kind look from 
£liza, with my showing her that the vessel was fast 
moored, prevailed over her reluctance, and we 
spread a bed for her on the cabm ^ooiv 
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Tuesday, 16th. We arose with the dawn, but 
Mira was still fast asleep. I dressed myself, and 
left my wife to awake her and follow me on shore. 
Without more ado, I walked over to the plantation, 
where I found the two men and their wives out be- 
fore the shed. They greeted me evidently with 
grateful reverence, and, having returned them a kind 
sahitation, I took Diego by the arm as a sign to go 
with me, and leading him to the beach, rowed hun 
round in the punt to the rocky point. We then ex- 
amined the fishpot, where I foimd two fish, which 
we brought on shore. I made him prepare them 
for cooking, and we then carried them to the plank 
house, where we met my wife, with her maid, com- 
ing from the vessel. Diego scarcely knew his 
daughter, her mistress having made her bathe, :and 
dress herself in a white chemise and petticoat which 
she gave to her, and a coloured bandana kerchief 
tied gracefully roundiihe head. Mira was quite ela- 
ted, and showed herself with pride to her father, 
turning round and round with a sort of dancing, step. 
'He smiled and patted her shoulder, bowing at the 
same time to us. We now put some yams mto one 
of the baskets, with a couple of melons and the fish, 
and signified to him that he must take them to his 
companions, which he did joyously, no doubt an- 
ticipating the pleasure with which they would be re- 
ceived. 

We^ now sat down to our own breakfast of coffee 
and biscuit, of which Mira also partook, though at 
a respectful distance, sitting at our feet, with Fidele 
by her side, on the platform. During breakfast I 
complimented my wife on the change she had made 
in Mira, adding that I thought we should give the 
whole party two suits of clothes each. She was 
delighted with the idea, and we soon brought the 
a4i<!les necessary for the men from the seamen's 
chests on board. She then accom.pMvie^xDL'fc^'^RMa. 
cairying the bundles, to the coXXoxv-Xt^^ ^^a52&?i^aa\v^ 
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where I was to make the negroes array ^emselves, 
while she brought the women back with her for the 
same purpose. The latter, on seeing Mira's gay 
appearance, required no farther inducement to fol- 
low their new mistress, and I led the two men to 
th^ beach, and soon made them comprehend my in- 
tention. TTiey accordingly threw aside their old 
dirty covering, and, having given themselves a thot- 
ougn washing, each put on a ch^ck shirt and white 
duck trowsers which I handed them, G^d in which 
they looked trim enough. I rolled up the two du- 
plicate suits, and signified to them that they were for 
a change. Both of the men kissed my hands, seem- 
ing very thankful, and I caused Diego to dig a hole in 
the sand and biiry their miserable old garments. 

I now took the two men over to the plantation, 
and endeavoured to make them comprehend that the 
roots, &c., were to be put into the shed, at the same 
time placing the spade and hoe in Diego's hands; as 
much as to say, " I deliver these things into your 
care," all which he understood. He evidently knew 
each plant ; and when he saw the tobacco shoots, he 
put his finger and thumb to his mouth, in imitation 
of smoking. I proceeded next to the great pile of 
planks and other timber, which I had collected near 
the place intended for our new house, and, pointing 
to the timber, I was about to mark out two spots in 
the rear for them to erect each a hut for himself, 
when Xavier, with a grin of sudden joy, touched his 
hands and then the timber, and drawing out a plank, 
began a sort of pantomime, by which I soon under- 
stood that he was a carpenter — a discovery that 
pleased me exceedingly. We then stepped to the 
sites I designed for their huts, and I marked out an 
oblong square for each, sixteen feet by twelve, with 
which Xavier seemed well satisfied. At this in- 
stant my dear partner appeared with her three dwn- 
sels, all looking equally clean and neat, and in high 
spirits ; and the whole party congratulated each 
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olher with bows expressive of tbeii* joy at meeting 
each other in such unusual finery. 

Short as was the time we had been together, it 
had been long enough to establish perfect confi- 
dence, so that Eliza did not hesitate to remain with 
Diego and the women, while I took Xavier to the 
Ship, to help himself to a saw, an axe, adze, and 
such other thinff)^ as he might require. He was not 
a little amused at the construction of the plank 
house, which I showed him on our way ; and he ex- 
amined it over and over again, inside and out, to my 
no smsdl entertainment too. After getting our tools 
we hastened back to the plantation, and in less than 
an hour I had the satisfaction to see both Diego and 
Xavier engaged in their respective employmenta. 
"I am happy at this sight," said my dear wife ; " it 
has pleased God to relieve you, Edward, from a toil 
that, in such a climate, could not have been contin- 
ued without ultimate destruction to your health." 
I, indeed, gratefully acknowledged the signal provi- 
dence, and my sweet ailgel (whose soul was always 
ftdl of heavenly thoughts) soon after left us, taking, 
with her Mira and her mother Rota, to prepare some 
f6od both for us and them. As Diego was not now 
using the spade, Xavier borrowed it, and commenced- 
digging holes for the uprig^tsr of his hut; but the 
gi^und proved rocky, being a red' sandstone within 
a few inches of the surface, so that he could not ac- 
complish his purpose. I therefore took him tb the 
plank house and gave him the crowbar, and at thie 
same time I mtde him take with him another hoe 
ajld spade. 

After this I returned on board to get up some 
bags of nails of different sizes ; and, with a view to 
expedite Xavier's work, I also took some pieces of 
torn sails. On Joining EHza I found dinner on the 
table, and Rotk Just leaving with our largest basket, 
well replenished with beef and pork, and flour cakes, 
for her friends at the plantation : my dear wife had 

Q 
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9iso furnished her with four knives, two tin cupsi 
and two wooden platters to eat from. The good 
negress had proved herself hand^ at the cuHnanr 
art, so that, to my gxeat satisfaction, my dear wife 
had not been under the least necessity, as hereto* 
fore, of broiling herself over the fire. She was 
herself sensible of this jehef ; and, although she 
had never murmured, she now smilingly acknowl- 
edged her thankfulness for the assistance she had 
received. It was, perhaps, difficult to determine 
whether we^ or the negroes rejoiced most in the 
providential connexion which our similar misfor* 
tunes had brought about.* No doubt theii change 
was very great : escaped from shipwreck, and most 
likely from slavery, hitherto strangers to Chri&tiaa 
kindness, they must have felt sensibly the comfort 
of their lot; "while we, on our part, appreciated 
iheir services, and hoped, by kind and wise meas- 
ures, to secure their attachment and consequent 
happiness. I knew there was nothing pressing to 
be done at the plantation, and sent Mira for Diego 
about an hour after we had dined, having merely to 
pronoimce his name, and point for her to go. They 
soon returned together, when I took him to the 
brig^s side, gave him the bags of nails to carry, and 
then showed him the canvass I had deposited there, 
making him understand that he was to come back for 
it, and take it to the silk-cotton-tree, whither, with 
my wife, Mira, and Fidele, I now leisurely proceed- 
ed. Xavier easily comprehended that the canvass 
was to be nailed to the sides of his edifice instead 
of boards, and also, for the present, to be employed 
as a covering for the roofs. He had not been idle 
during my absence, having excavated several places 
for the uprights, which, he explained ta me, were to 
be made by sawing a plank lengthwise into three 
parts — a very good idea. He saw I comprehend- 
ed him, and was pleased that I expressed, my satis- 
faction. Diego now took the crowbar, and went on 
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•with digging the holes, while Xavier plied the saw, 
no doubt proud to show me how well he could han- 
dle it ; and, indeed, I was highly gratified to see him 
quite at home at his work. In the midst of this, we 
were agreeably surprised at seeing the two women 
take a hoe each, and go over among the Indian com, 
and commence hoeing around the stems. No doubt 
Diego had sent them ; but it was delightful to us to 
observe such a spirit of industry manifested by the 
whole patty. 

While they were at work, my dear wife and my- 
self walked arm in arm about the plantation: we 
visited omr shaddock and orange plants at the north- 
east comer, and marked with pleasure the rapid 
growth of the latter. Strange as it may appear, we 
felt ourselves exalted in rsmk by the situation in 
which we were now placed ; and, without being 
tainted by pride, we experienced a sentiment with- 
in, which, affecting our external demeanour almost 
unconsciously, was likely the better to maintain our 
dignity with our people, without lessening our real 
kindness and sympathy towards them. As we walk- 
ed along, my dear Eliza exclaimed, '^ How gracious 
is God, my Edward ! How, in a day, has he taken 
off all our burdens, and made us the protectors and 
supporters of those he has sent to serve us !'* On 
coming round again where the melons grew, she re- 
quested me to pluck two that were ripe, one of 
which she sent by Mira to her father, and tiie other 
she cut in slices, and gave them to Rota and the 
other woman, whom they called "Hachinta," a 
name that puzzled us a good deal, but which I have 
since leamed the Spaniards write " Jacinta." 

As the sun was now about setting, and there was 
plenty of provisions left from the people's dinner 
for their after-meal, we took our leave of them for 
the day. My wife and her damsel employed them- 
selves for a few minutes in housing the ducks, which 
'we found still loitering about the spring, and from 
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which we walked ieisurely up to the plank houses 
.followed by the goats. Here they and their kids 
.received some sEces of pumpkin from thoir mis- 
tiress's kind hand, as also the poor armadillo, who 
was soliciting food at the bars of his enclosure. 
Mira had never before seen one of these creatures, 
so th^at it excited her wonder, and elicited some 
ejaculatory remarks to 'us not quite intelligible. 

Coffee was soon prepared, and in presenting it, 

the negro girl raised a smile in my wiie and myself 

by calling hei^ £^li?a when she addressed her. This 

w^s yei^ natUiral, she having heard me thus address 

ii^r; but I thought it right to correct her in this; 

^d, though I was i^orant of the Spanish language^ 

I knew it called ladies donna and senora, and there- 

ifoi^e I rsaid, "No: senora.^' Mira instantly under- 

;^tood M^3 and repeated " Se&ora'' with an inclina- 

'tiox^ Qf the body. £Uza smiled, saying, " I shall 

0Qm fancy myself a heroine in Gil Bias ; but no 

.4oubt ypu are right, Edward." After coffee I re- 

iga^ed myself with .a cigar ; at the si^t of it Mira 

.liirsis d^ighted, and, without losing a moment, raa 

S»d brought me fire to light it. We did not, how- 

r^yer, stay long enough to encounter the sandflies, 

ibut retired to our vessel in good time, preceded by 

Fidele and followed by pur niaid, who no loiter 

-«bowed any fear. 

Wednesoay, nth. I s^rose, as usual, with th|9 
.49fwn» and, leaving my wife and her maid to get to- 
•jne^ther some things for our laundiy, went to inspect 
the fiu^hpot, in which I found three fine fish. I thxeV 
ttwo of them into die preserve, reserving the other 
for present use ; and when my deai^ wife and Mira 
toame on shore, we break£aste,a imoiediately, to give 
Bkore time for business. EJliza now named '* Rpt^" 
And "Hachinta*" pointing to Mira to go for then|. 
■She went inun^diately, and soon returned with them. 
Jdy wife then gave each of the women a second suit 
lof ciothesi and, making them bundle up the linen |o 
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be washed, directed them to cany it before her to 
the streamlet, while she took the two washing-mal- 
lets in her hand and a piece of soap. On arriving; 
there, she was able to set her two laundresses to 
work without any 'difficulty. After they were fairly 
engaged we walked away, followed by Mira, to the 
plantation, to see what &e men were about. We 
found both of them busy in erecting the uprights, 
six of Which Xavier had sawn out, and they appeared 
quite happy, and perfectly recovered from their ex- 
haustion. ' 

My dear wife and I had determined, when speak** 
ing to them, not to repeat any of their words except 
their own names, hoping thus to compel them to 
learn our language. On this principle I began to 
school Xavier, by pointing to the several instru- 
ments he used, and calling them by their English 
names, by which process he and hid companions 
soon acquired a very competent knowledge of ouir 
terms for all the common articles of life ; we always 
remaining silent when, through forgetfulness, they 
nanied them in Spanish. Mira had told them about 
her mistake in addressing my wife ; after which 
both the men called her "seflora," as did also the 
two women when they came over with Mira in the 
morning. 

While the men were at work, we sat down under 
the shade of our favourite tree, a retreat always 
agreeable and interesting to us, and now doubly so, 
from its being the place whence we first descried 
our present help. " TTiis indulgence won't do, Ed- 
ward," suddenly exclaimed Eliza, smiling ; " I must 
mind my own duties, and go to superintend our do- 
mestic concerns : the women *are with the linen at 
the brook, and dinner must be got for the whole 
party." Saying this, she immediately left me. I 
remained for an hour overseeing ^he men, and was 
much pleased vnth the progress they made in the 
eonstmctian of ^eir hut, and partiodarly with tiw 
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^oieatific maimer in which Xavier w^it to woik.. 
"Whea ^blushed, these habitations would be at least 
twipe ^s 9pacious as the plank house ; and seeing 
t^t he perfectly understood what he w^s about, I 
n^^de up my mind not to interfere, but leave to him 
entirely the completion of the job. As I passed the 
I2i4is^ com in my wal]L home, I pulled some of the 
filU-srowp e^rs, and tpok them with me to roast. 
Qn reaching home, I found the cooking going on in 
&^ style. My dear helpmate had t&en Mira to 
fetch some pumpkins from the beds near, the cave- 
sipjiog) where we had planted that useful vegetable 
o«i our fynst landing, a^ where it was now growing 
v^os^ luonviantly ; and a great stew of salted pork, 
i^Mh SLdu^ proportion of vegetables and pepper pods, 
Wifts under way. At .np(»i, Mira was despatched to 
the cotton-tree for the pien, and when they arrived^ 
t^y a^ their wives found their dinner spread on 
tbe dfuck-hatchy near our pleasant fountain. They 
s^ Bpefned delighted with the 3tew, and the coo} 
l4a^ we had choeten for them to eat it in. After 
dupiner the men returned to the plantation, and the 
women 4p tneir tai^ ^t the strezunlet. 

My djBar )Slu^ and myself had agreed t.o dine 1^- 
ter t](ULn usual. Our labour, indeed, biding now little, 
our appetites were less importunate ; and, besides* 
w« ff^lt it woi^d }^ right to attend to the wants of 
QAi^^ p^ojple first It was time enough to raise the 
4^hppt| therefore, after they had returned to their 
workj which I now did, and with great success, 
finding in it no less than^ve fine groupers. I threw 
fjOUr of them into ^he preserve, and, caUing our maid, 
g^ye her th^ remaining on^ to prepare for cooking, 
^d then to t^.ke it to her mistress. Having baited 
and re^daiced th<3 fisl^tot, while our repast was g^et- 
t|ng rf^y t w^ed to our pumpkin and melon 
gTjiHu^d* between the rocky point and rivulet, mi 
W^P gr^i^e^ to «ee bow the whple plantation was 
Q9Ping 09, Qft^y of its prqid^ct^ of aU sort? being 



Uready fit to eatr-*-& matter of tiie greater gratifla^ 
tioilf from our iacreased population ; while our ori'> 
^nal store of fhuts and yege'tables, widi the except 
Hon of a few yams and cocqim, was now quite ex* 
hsuisted. Hower^ as I found in the present abun- 
dant crop before me that there was no reason why 
we should be parsimoaioiis^ having plenty of seeds 
for morev I cut a ccmple of the melons, and took 
them home to iftiy wife, one of which we ate after 
dinner, dividing it with the aimadiUo, which was 
oowi^ven its freedom fbr^he first- tiine, and seemed 
Bot at s^ disposed :td run awa^, though still some* 
what airsdd of Fidele, rolling itself up every time 
the httie dog attempted' to play witii it. 

While eating our ihiit, I remarked to my wife 
m^ I thought it wfNild be prudent to remove ^e 
bag of douUoons from the shelf to iny trunk in the 
vessel, lest cwriosity might induce Mira some day 
or other to pry into >its contents^ and inform her 
firieads vof our riches. Eliza saw the propriety of 
tiiie measure^ wMch in the counse <3f the idTtemoon 
I caaaried into' effect The women finished tiieir 
tasik before sunset) when Mira went for the m«n» 
and brought jthem, with their wives, to regale theni- 
selves with cofibe and flour cakes where they had 
dined. After Mjoying (hat ^favipurite beverage, 
they came up of thMuselves to the plank house, said 
in their graiefitl delight danced b^re us while W9 
anit at tesa: we couldliaVe dii^iientod with this majtk 
pf i&eir satis£acti0n, but, out of respect for the feel- 
ings that dictated it, we rafrained fnnh any eiqpres* 
floon of disififiroiiral. After they had finished, Diego, 
who appeared to bsi|uite a cbuitier in his way, bow-^ 
pd sevjpral times to the seiiom and mjself, and loojc- 
)Sfg arehly at me, with a sipile said, 4 Don Edvaido I 
oigaiTo V pitting Ibis finger to his month, and ^raff. 
iag from the lips as if he werer 4unokkig. I took 
Um0 hint, and presented him with one ciffar and Xa«* 
yiej Yrtix another ; tibeo pointing in liie dizeetion 4>f 
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the cotton-tree plantation, they took their leave. I 
could not afford to smoke re^arly myself and to 
supply them also, and I therefore did not indulge 
myself this night ; so, after my dear wife and M ira 
had attended te the security and comfort of our live- 
stock, I fastened the door as usual, and retired early, 
with my household, to our marine dormitory. 

Thuisday, 18th. This day and the two following, 
the men continued steadily at woik'upon the first 
hut, Diego occasionally employing Hachinta with 
her hoe among the com and other plants in the 
neighbourhood of their place of labour. Rota was 
chiefly at the plank house with Mira aad her mis- 
tress, assisting in smoothing the clean clothes and 
in cooking. I found sufficient to do on board, look- 
ing over the bills of lading to select out such things 
as might be requirod for coming events. 

Sunday, 31st. We arose, as usual, with the dawni 
I took my bath, dressed for the Sabbath, and went on 
shore, leaving my wife with Mira to go throu^ the 
same ceremony. I hastened to the plantation to 
prevent the men from working, and arrived just as 
they were about to begin. I stopped them, but felt 
much embarrassed how to explain my motive and 
what I would inculcate. The poor fellows looked 
not a littite surprised ; they apprehended that some<* 
thing was wrong, and the more so as my aspect was 
graver than, usual. Then stretching forth my arm 
as if to, demand attenlion, I held up the extended fin- 
gers of one hand, with two of the other, bending 
them in succession, and making a sign of to work un- 
til after I had bent the sixth ^ then bending the oth- 
er, I knelt on a plank that lay beside me, and raising 
my hands to heaven^ I prayed,^' Bless these people, 
O Lord, with thy holy Spirit, that they, even they^ 
may be broi^ht to a knowledge of thee, Uirough Je-^ 
sus Christ our Lord*" Diego repeated " Jesu Chris- 
to,'' and crossed himself. I was delighted to per* 
Ceive that I was understood, and that the name, at 
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^east, of Christ wa3 not a i^range sound in their 
ears. We then put the working implements into 
the shed, and, pointing to my dress, I gave them io 
^understand that they must go to .the sea and wash, 
;and put on clean clothes, and the woi^en also. 

^ now returned to my dear wife to inform her of 
my success, for in talking this master over we had 
.feared there would be much difficulty in making a 
Ifirst impiression. She came out to meet me in her 
;Btraw hat, which she had not worn for some months, 
Nand I was agreeabjky surprised to see her in it again ; 
iit looked hke a returning step to civilized life. She 
:ha4 cdsQ made Mira look quite trim and pretty. 
. Cakes had ba^ baked and salt .meat boiled on the 
:pi^ceding day, so .that there was nothing to do but 
-to heat Ihe coffee ; and, when it was nearly ready, 
..Mira wa^ sent to fsiunmon her friends to breakfast. 
We had debated whether we shpuld allow them to 
eat with us on Sundays, and many arguments pre- 
sented theinaelves both for :and against it ; but we 
iinally decided, I think prudently, th^t such intimacy 
might possibly prosre dangerous, not only to our 
peace, but to om ultimate safety 4 and we Uierefore 
idetermin^ to treat /them kindly, yet not so as in any 
wity to compro^oise the authority we had establish- 
.ed in so fidiort a time. They all appeared with our 
da«isel,.and made their obeissoiGe to us as ve sat on 
the platform before the plank house. They looked 
very clean and naat» ai^d we con^limented them by 
signs on their attention to ourdurections. We then 
desired Mira and her mother to take the provisions 
that had bieen pnepw^d for their breakfast to the 
duck-hatch, which was soon done, for Ihey all lent 
a helping hand, leaving Mira in. a Mttle time with us, 
who very quicklyi^ and even nicely, set the table for 

While at breakCeu^t we diacaissed the propriety of 
bfiving the people at morning service, and agceed 
.jtotit wa^ hteat ; for, tlicHigh thay would not imder* 
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stand what we should read, they would comprehend 
that we were engaged m devotion. However, we 
concluded to shorten the service by omitting the 
lessons, which we would read to each other when 
alone ; and Eliza offered to sing ahynm before and 
after the prayers. To instruct these poor blacks in 
the first principles of Christianity required time and 
the power of communicating knowledge by4anguage. 
After the breakfast tilings were removed, and the in- 
terior of our plank houses now to be our church, was 
put in order, I sent Mira for her4)eople; and, not being 
ashamed of the sign of the cross, I seized on Diego's 
acknowledgment of its hallowed import, and when 
they were lussembled, I took a little water, and dip- 
ping my finger in it, moved it on the forehead of each 
one present in the form of that sacred symbol, say- 
ing, " May it please thee,0 God, to add this individ- 
U2d to tl^y holy Church." And this being done, my 
wife, while we yet stood, sang an appropriate hymn, 
in almost angelic strains, wmch seemed to produce 
a striking effect upon her hearers. Then kneeling 
down, they all followed our example, and I repeated 
the Lord^s prayer, the belief, and the confession of 
sins, with heartfelt fervour* We now rose ; and I 
read the general thanksgiving, followed by^^We 
praise thee, O God !" after which^ my^wife sang an- 
other beautiful hynm, and this short service was 
concluded by my repeating the benediction of our 
Church. \Vnen it was fimshed I took each of tlva 
people cordially by the hand, as did my dear wife, 
and, pointing to heaven, exclaimed, witib devout ar- 
dour, " Bless us, O Lord ! bless thy people !" llie 
prayer-book was then shut and put respectfully away, 
after which we aU went out together, my partner ta- 
king my arm, which example the other men and 
their wives reverentially imitated, poor solitary Mira 
and Fidele foUo¥ang separately behind. 

I knew it would be impossible for these unin- 
0tmcted creatures to pass a ^Y&oAfe ^^ ol ^&nXv 
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nence from labour without drowsiness of mind, un-, 
less^ they had some amusement, and we therefore 
thought it might be well to let them make an eX' 
cursion to some of the distant shores of the islands4 
We walked down quietly to their canoe, which 
had been washed out very cl^an, and making a sign 
to the men tp get into it and row us round to the 
plank house, &ey cheerfully Qbeyed, leaving the 
women clapping their hands with a sort of cluldish 
deUght as we pushed off. After landing us we sent 
them back for their wives, vtdth whom they speedily 
returned, the ca^oe being vety swift* My wife then 
went with Rota and ]Vfira to the plank house, where 
she filled the large basket with cold provisionSfWhich 
they brought down, and I made signs to Diego to 
put it in the canoe ; then^ pointing to the island op- 
posite, I signified to him that I wished him to go 
there, but to return before sunset. He paused for 
a moment, and then, putting his hand to his mouth 
to represent drinking, he uttered the word "water :" 
I nodded, and he set off for the canteen, which had 
been left at the plantation. Though I did not be^ 
lieve there was any cause for fear, still I thought 
the party should have some means of defence ; so, 
by the time he reappeared with the canteen, I had 
brought down the tWo half-pikes : o^e I gave to him, 
and the other to Xavier, at which they appeared to 
be much pleased, and both immediately stepped into 
the canoe, beginning at once to shove off, for they 
had not understood that they were to take the wom- 
en. I stopped the movement, however, and, taking 
hold of Rota, put her arm within mine, and walking 
about thus for a second or two, pointed to Diego 
and then to the island, by whicli they instantly 
comprehended that it was a party of pleasure that 
we intended for them ; and the women again clap- 
ped their hands and laughed, when my dear wife 
presented them a couple of melons, axwll\v«^ %»VBsgs^^^ 
hiiskl^ into the bout. In shotv., \5afc ^\tf^^ t^mIc^ 
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pushed out into fhe lake in great glee^ and rowed 
swiftly towards the opposite shore. 

When they were fairly off, wishing to keep sight 
of them, I went up to^ the house for the spyglass, 
which I slung acroels tny shoulder, my pistols, as 
usual, occupying my belt ; and giving my Eliza my 
arm, with Mira and our faithful little dog, we stroll- 
ed leisurely through the woodland region, and took 
post under the great tree. From this point we 
watched the canoe uhtil we «bw the people land on 
the opposite island, in a bay, the beacn of which ap* 
peared to be bounded on each side by a ledge of 
rocks, having a beautiful and finely-wooded conical 
hill of considerable elevation on the north, and a 
steep rocky promontory on the souths with well- 
wooded hills in the background, apparently half a 
mile or rather mere from the shofe. I then adjust- 
ed the focus of the spyglass, and could see e9ch 
man and his wife, accordmg toour example, walk- 
ing arm-in-arm up the beach, the men holding their 
pikes. My dear wife could not steady the glass so 
as to bhng it to bear on the objects: I therefore 
placed three sticks at a little distance from each 
other in the ground, crossing them near the top, 
which presented a rest for the glass, and i^e could 
then see distinctly all their movements. Mira, too, 
from the same position, caught the sight of her dis- 
tant friends instantly, at which she was both aston* 
ished and delighted, ninnitig from on» end of the 
glass to the other, and applying her eye tp both 
with increased amasement. In abetft half an hour 
we saw the party re-embark »id row roond the rocky 
shore to the northward) when^ they landed again oa 
a sandy beach, from whence they walked up towards 
the woods* However, tlwy soon> returned, and again* 
rowed along shore, sometimes observed by one, and 
sometimes by the other of us ; but Mira was the 
most indefatigkhle, no doubt that she might be able 

to astonish them by telling them a^ ii^e^ ^^\3aIq 

^ejr were away. 
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ll^vl^g traced them to the farther end of the.san- 
4y beach, where they opened their basket and sat 
down under the rocks to dine, it being now past 
meridian, we took up our spyglass to return to the 
plank house, where our own cold dinner was laid 
to receive us. We ate with thankfulness, blessing 
Gfod for all the bounties his providence liad bestow- . 
©d upon us. By way of dessert, we regaled our- 
selves with a fresh muskmeloi;i and a little wine, 
the former of which we shared with Mira and the 
armadillo. The spyglass was again placed on a 
rest, aijd after I had discoveredt the canoe, Mira 
was left to watch it, while my Eliza, with her gen- 
tle voice, read to pae several chapters of Ezekiel. 
When she had finished, we prayed together to God 
for the continuance oi his grace, and that he would 
pardon anything we had done amiss this isy in our 
zeal to convert the popr negroes to a knowledge of 
his will. 

We now took another peep at our wandering 
friends, and followed them into the creek beyond 
the place where we had had the encounter with the 
peccaries. My wife, on seeing them there, e^cpress- 
ed spme apprehensipn les;t they should meet those 
creatures and be hurt. But I told her, as they ap- 
peared to be safely in the creek, and had therefore 
parsed the place, there could be nothing to fear. 
Leaving Mira at the spyglass, J^liza and I now 
sauntered about, amusing ourselves with throwing 
some corn to the poultry, the young of which had 
attained a good size. About an hour before sunset 
the party could be seen rowing out of the creek, and 
this was a signal to get coffee ready against their 
return : we meant it as a treat ; and as we had plen- 
ty of Irish butter on board, my dear wife added a 
frugal portion of that luxury to the nice flour cakes 
which Mira now put before the fire to warm. We 
had not made our preparations any too 60011., fo^ tJsA 
fnmd bad but Just time to pVace ^ ^iQSa^>^^25^'^c«^ 
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hot bread and butter, on the duck-hatch near fh# 
sprinff, when the canoe with her friends reached 
the snore* 

As they were landing We received them with a 
smile, and a few words spoken in a kind accent, 
which made their meaning sufficiently inteUigible. 
Mira, meanwhile, hastened to tell themi of the com- 
fortable repast we had ordered to be prepared for 
them, at which they all, in various ways, expressed 
their satisfaction aiid ^atitude. ' But Diego would 
not go to the hatch until he had taken me to the ca^ 
hoe, where he showed me several crayfish and a 
great many large shells, among which were some 
rock oysters : he had also brought a variety of plants, 
or their leaves, and some roots. I could not make 
him understand that to collect such things was not 
the object of his excursion, and that I would rathet 
he should not so employ himself on the Sabbath- 
day ; and I owed it to his motives to appear even to 
be pleased, feeling that he had not knowingly done 
any wrong. This over, he went to his coffee, quite 
satisfied both with himself and me. When he re- 
joined the party we heard Mira's tongue going, in- 
terrupted only by the laughter of Xavier or of the 
women, and sometimes of the whole party. Doubt- 
less she was imparting to them her knowledge of 
what they had been doing in their absence ; but Di- 
ego soon guessed the jtruth of the matter, as we sup- 
Eosed, for he patted her on the back, and, looking 
er in the face, said Something very knowingly, 
seemingly in triumph. When they had finished 
their meal, the men came respectfully to me, and I 
went with them again to the canoe, where they de- 
livered to me the two boarding-pikes. I then show- 
ed Diego that he must deposite their crayfish, oys- 
ters, and conchs in the crib I had made for the cray- 
fish I had myself caught. As the men pushed off 
in the canoe to fulfil my orders, the women kissed 
my dear wife's hand, and proceeded through the 
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woodland region to join their husbands at their hut.. 
We now returned to the plank house and refreshed 
ourselves with tea, but Mira did not seem to rehsh 
it as well as her friends had done their coffee : she, 
however, did not the less enjoy her cakes, and drank 
some warm water and sugar with them, which 
seemed quite to her taste. As the evening closed 
in, she and her mistress scattered some corn for the 
fowls and pigeons, and we then all retired, peacefid 
and happy, to our vessel and to rest. 

iMonday, 22d. The early dawn found us up, and 
active for the occupations of the week. Mv wife 
employed herself with the women in many domes- 
tic arrangements. I visited the men, supplying 
them, from time to time, with what was wanted for 
their work from the vessel, which kept me pretty 
busy going to and fro during the forenoon. So rap- 
id was the progress they made in building the hut, 
that before evening they had fitted on a complete 
framework for the slopmg roof. At the approach 
of sunset I caused them to desist, making signs to 
piego that I wished to see what the leaves and 
roots were which he had brought in the canoe. He 
showed me some palm-leaves a little different from 
those near the plantation, and made me understand 
that they were to be made into hats. He then took 
me to a spot near the little spring, where he had put 
in some suckers of the wild banana, which he had 
also found. I knew the plant, having seen it in its 
ciUtivated state in Jamaica. Pleased with his zeal, 
I returned, and sent somp cold salted beef and biscuit 
by ^e women for his and Xavier!s supper, and, after 
taking coffee, we retired to our ship. 

Tuesday, 23d. The hut was now ready for the 
canvass; and all things for its completion oeing on 
the spot, I left the two women to assist Xavier, while 
I took Diego with me, accompanied by my wife, her 
maid, and Fidele, to the cocoauut grove. We went 
in the punt, which he paddled along at least quito 
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aii WdU as I coiild. He and Mira appeared to be 
much pleased with what they saw ; but our planta^ 
tion there had been rather neglected : hiDWever, 
many melons, as well as table pumpkins, were quite 
fit to cut, which our damsel set about doing, under 
the direction of her mistress ; and while Diego em- 
ployed himself with the hoe, of wMch there was 
much need, I took the gaskets, and, to his great won- 
der and amusement, climbed c^ne of the trees, and 
knocked down ^bout a score of the nuts with my 
hatchet. I quickly followed the shower, and, cut- 
ting a nice young one through husk and all, present- 
ed it to my Elifea to drink its milk. I then pointed' 
to Diego and Miriai to help themselves, which they 
did by no meanis sparingly, th6 good old negro 
never failing, however, to offer die opened nut to 
niy wife of myself before he would taste it himself. 
A£t?ef this refreshmettt, while Mira was carrying the 
gathered n^elon^/ and pumpkins, and the remaining 
cocoanuts'to' the punt, iriy dear wife and myself 
Visited the capisfciims, which, to our great delight, 
^e found in flower ; aiidi^ef here sat down to rest a 
While on onf accustomed ledge. 

Our party fe turned to the plank house at about 
hoon, and a similat dinteef to that of Itie previous 
day v^BS quickly prepafed; but I)iegtt added some 
of his oysters' to oui* repast, which he opened for us 
with the clasp-knife I had given him, and W6 foUrid 
ihetri excelleiiit. In the afternoon i/^e visited thef 
cotton-tree piatritatiori^ whither Diego had gone be- 
fore us, and where we liow found both men and Wom- 
en hard at work, to complete the huf that day. 
We looked on with gi46at satisfaction ; and, having 
made Mira serve them out some watermelons and 
a few cocoanuts to add to their supper of salted meat,^ 
we said " good-evening*' and retired. 

WedneMay, 24th. This morning I found the hut 
entirely enclosed, and set Diego and the women at 
ivork in digging holes for the uprights of the secoUd 
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hat, while Xavier was fitting up the interior of the 
one that was finished, on the plan of that of the 
plank house, placing boards for a mattress bed, and 
a few more for shelves. All this was accomplished 
before breakfast, and immediately after it he sawed 
out the uprights, and began upon the other hut. 
During this and the three following days the men 
worked diligently at their second habitation, while 
the women were employed in cooking the provis- 
ions, or in doing such other things as my wife di- 
rected. 

Sunday, 28th. We arrayed ourselves on the 
morning of this sacred day in clean clothes, our 
bodies having been made clean with water, and 
prayed to God to give us a clean heart. Soon after 
we landed at. the plank house, the two men, with 
their vnves, came to us in fresh attire, and saluted 
us. A breakfast of coffee was prepared for them, 
with some flour cakes and butter ; and after their 
meal and our own, as on the previous Sabbath, we 
went to prayer, lengthening the service a little, my 
beloved Eliza, as befbre, singing a hymn at the be- 
ginning and end. iTiey behaved with great deco- 
rum, and showed neither inattention nor restless- 
ness. 

After prayers we again gave them a basket of 
provisions, with the canteen and the pikes, and I 
made Diego understand that I wished him to row 
round the promontory. As they could riot, as yet, 
profit either by our reading or conversation, I did 
not know how they could letter employ their time ; 
for we were fearful that we might disgust them with 
the rest of the Sabbath if we should dictate observ- 
ances, the meaning of which they could not at pres- 
ent ^e made to comprehend. The women now 
stepped into the canoe as a matter of course, and 
the men pushed off from the shore in great spirits. 
In about an hour they had rounded the promontory, 
and appeared close under the brig's stem ; and, hay- 

R8 
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ing taken our station on lier quarter-deck, we saluted 
^ei|i as they passed. iThey then rowed to the north- 
ward, between the beach and the reef, and with the 
glass we saw them land under the rocky point which 
had threatened us with a second shipwreck aftef 
escaping from the reef. Here they left the can06y 
and we lost sight ojf them. After waiting a long 
time and seeing nothing of them. We went on shor^ 
to dinner, leaving Mira to watch their movements. 
She ai last discovered them pushing out frOm the 
land : I had then returned pn board, and, taking ther 
glass, followed them until they got among the rocks 
where the brig had struck^ where, a^aih losing sight 
of theni, I returned the glass to Mifa, and my deat' 
wife and myself sat down to read our !Bible. 

Night was approaching, still they did iiot tnak^ 
their appearance, and we became very anxious about 
them, when^ suddenly ,~ as the sun was about setting, 
we saw them roWing up the lake. iTiey, of course, 
must have doubled thje island and rowed round it, by* 
which 1 could how form some idea of its extent. 
Coffee had been JM:epared> and we received the ad- 
venturers as the lost found again. The men were 
tired, but our kind reception and a plentiful meslt 
aoon revived them. Their eanoe^ now as before, wai^ 
not without a cargo: they had taken a turtle, knd 
several shellish, large and small, of the conch aitd 
other kinds, besides having collected Some vege- 
tsdble productions. 1 couW, however, say nothing 
about this now; so, aftet taking theit repast, I con- 
tented myself with making Diego uhderstand that h^ 
must carry everything round to the beach heat the 
Qotton-tree plantation, whi6h he did. Dfte teSisort 
I had for this was) that Eliza might hot $ee the ttit*- 
tie until its m^at was brought to her to b^ dfess^d. 
After the people departed to their rest, of which they 
had much lieedj we regaled ourselves with tea, and 
j^hen retired to owr yessel. 
Mdnday, 29th. I visited tne pV^Xit^XVicitt. <9«tV5 Ni^ 
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ihe second hut ; but, taking Diego aside, I made hinv 
Understand that he was to kill the turtle, and that 
Rota must prepare it for dinner. It was but a chick- 
en compared with the former one, not weighing 
abore sixty poimds-, shell' and all. I then left them 
and returned to bt^akfast. In about an hour Rota 
arrived, with the turtle cut Up, carrying it en her 
ttead in the calapach or upper shtetl : she set it down 
oh the platfomi before my de»f wifOy who at first 
did not seem ^ know What it Was ; but she soon rec- 
ognised it, and I Was glad to perceive that she did not 
manifest any sigiis^ of tirVersion or disgust. Such is 
ihe nice distinction mad^ by sensitive minds: had 
she seen it alive, she probably would not have con^ 
sented to its being killed ; at any rate, I dbubt wheth- 
er she would have consented to eat of it. I picked 
out the callipeCj or npAer part, for ourselves, and 
made Rota take the rest to dress for the people's din-* 
ner ; and) that she might make it savoury, my kind 
CHiza gav^ her ^om^ cajiskums and allspice to sea- 
son it. We all greatly enjoyed the treat. 

During the liem&inder of the week ilo effort was 
spared to complete the second hut, s& that by 8atur« 
day night it was fini^ed, and both families comfort- 
ably lodged. We had taken mattresses fhmi the brig, 
and such other convenienceil ais we thought they 
would need. Thus they were each in possession of 
a commodious habitation— « home with ourselves in 
this Heavefa-bedtowed iretreat— and we were made 
happy in seeing them <^omfbrtably lodged, and sur- 
rounded by so many other blesishigs. 

Sunday, Sth *May. The sanctity of the day was 
duly observed. After divine service we walked witii 
the whole company to the top of the promontory, 
and passed the evening in inspecting the people's 
huts, and in Visiting everything most interesting 
aiound them. 

Monday, 6th. It was now time \» ^\si, ^^ ^vsaa. 
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and jcoccos, and also to ^ther in the ripe melons 
and pumpkinSc The Inchan com, too, was nearly 
ripe, so that there was no time to be lost. Diogo 
and the women, therefore, set brisUy to work, and, 
after making some additions to my shed for receiv- 
ing the harvest, Xavier jmned them. They were 
very industrious, aQd in less than four days every- 
thing was brought from the cocoanut-grove planta- 
tion and housed, and by the following Saturday all 
the rest of our mature products from Afferent spots, 
with the exception of the com and tobacco,, was safe- 
ly stored ; besides, there were a great number of 
melons and pumpkins still growing. We were sur^ 
prised and no less thankful at seeing so abundant a 
crop from such small sowings. While the negroes 
were thus busily at work, I kept tbem in fish, and 
Mira, under my dear wife's direction, prepared all 
their meals, which were furnished reffularly and lib- 
erally, with now and then coffee in the evening as 
a treat. 

Tuesday, 7th. The sun .was in our zenith at noon 
to-day, not casting any shadow whatever* I took 
advantage of this uict to calculate with some degree 
of accuracy our situation as to latitude : thus, al- 
lowing four days to a degree from the time of the 
sun's transit over the equator, or the 10th of March 
(the day of the equinox*), to the ])resent time, it 
gave fourteen degrees and a half, which I concluded 
to be pretty nearly the latitude of the islands. 

Sunday, 13th. We endeavoured this day to con- 
vey some religious instmction to our poor benighted 
friends. They listened attentively and patiently, 
but Diego alone appeared to comprehend anything, 
and he but little ; yet this little was one step on- 
ward. 

* Tlie editor was a little staitled at tbit decUucation. until it was tee 
ellected that in the jear 1753 eleven days had been taien oat of the old 
almaxuuSf by which the calendar was thrown back so maajr days npoa 
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Moilday, 13th. Th0 Wotaen came over early, 
with their husbands' clothes and their own, to wash 
them at the brook. Meanwhile Diego continued his 
husbandry labours, and Xavier was occupied with 
putting a sloping board toof oti the platik hoiise, the 
better to protect its interior from the rains we might 
soon look for, from what I had learned respecting 
the seasons in the Caribbean S^a. 

Tuesday, Hth. I handed out a keg of red ochre 
and some oil from the fore-cuddy, and directed 
Xavier hoy/^ to psLint the canvass coverings of the 
huts, and by Thursday night he had given them two 
coats, which would not only render them proof 
against rain, but impart to th^m a gay and pleasing 
aspect. VHiile he was thus engs^d, Diego housed 
the ears of com and the tobacco-teaves, and during 
the last two days of the week they both employed 
themselves beyond the silk-cottott*tree in clearing 
away the brushwood from before the rock, over 
which th6 beautiful little streani from the spring, 
from the long absence of raiit, liow fell like a silver 
thread. 

Saturday, 18th. "fhe sim rdse in a haze, the clouds 
l^gan to mount up from the westward, and there 
was but little breeze all the day. By the evening 
we had completed our operations, aiid just in time» 
for about ten o'clock it bejofan to rain iri torrents. 

Oil the mdrtiin^ of tiife following day, however, it 
was again fair, with a clear sky, so that we met for 
prayers at the usual hour. But, at about three 
o'clock in the afterUbon, the clouds opened upon ud 
in a deluge for t^^^o hour^, vi^ithout wind, and then iA 
cleated up. It continued to rain every day in likd 
manner for the 6eten follo^ng days, during which 
we took the best care of ourselves we could, and at- 
tended carefully to oUr 6tock. We also improved 
the opportunities whifeh occasional intervals of clear 
sky afforded, to cut down thirteen trees of Oi^ ^'^i- 
hage-p^m, which grew ^\m!3yajCk\\^ wv ^^ \s»^ 
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§rroiind at the south end of the cottoH-tree planta- 
tion. This was done to keep the men in exercise, 
and to assist in building our new house, when the 
time arrived for commencing it. The tops of these 
trees furnished us also with a succulent and agree- 
able vegetable, especially, when boiled with our salt- 
ed meat. 

Saturday, 25th. The sun rose this mbming with 
unusual brilliancy : the atmosphere had been tem- 
pered by the late weatHer to an ethereal purity ; the 
rains had ceased, and not a cloud was to be seen. 
Diego lost no time in making me understand that, af- 
ter Sunday, he and the women must be very diligent 
in planting the yams, coccos, com, and other seeds. 
The four cocoanut-trees put in roimd the plank house 
had grown rapidly, as had also those between the 
plank house and the beacli ; the time, indeed, was 
most propitious to vegetation. We were all busy 
to-day with airing thmgs that were wet from the 
late rains, and the evening was signalized by a great 
catch of mullet by torchlight, much to the amuse- 
ment, if not surprise, of our negro friends. 

Sunday, 26th. We all n^t in our Sunday dress 
at divine service, and after my dear wife had sung 
a hymn, we endeavoured to make the people repeat 
the Lord's prayer after us, which they tried to do. 
It cotdd not be explained to them at once ; but we 
succeeded in making them understand that the God 
to whom we prayed m the address, " Our Father who 
art in Heaven !" stood in a relation to us all like 
that of Diego to Mira ; and this was a great point 
gained, as they now had some idea of the object of 
our worship. We also succeeded in making them 
comprehend that whatever we ate or drank, and all 
the fruits of the earth, were his gift, and that we 
therefore prayed to Him for " our daily bread." We 
this day went through the greater part of the service 
in their presence ; and at night, when we retired to 
rest, we fervently poured forth our thanks to the 
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Loird of heaven and earth for blessing our endeaT' 
ours thus far, in opening the minds of these kind- 
hearted creatures to a £iowledge of his being, and 
of his paternal character. 

Monday, 37th. After the women had finished 
their moming^s task, they were put under Diego's 
direction ; and I determined that Xavier should em- 
ploy himself principally in the erection of our long- 
contemplated new dwelling. To this end I furnish- 
ed him with the following plan : size, forty-four feet 
by sixteen ; height of walls, fourteen feet ; the inte- 
rior to be divided into three parts ; the centre great 
room, sixteen feet long, with one on each side of 
fourteen feet. There were plenty of materials for 
the projected edifice : squared uprights, planks, 
boards, laths, and shingles ; and, as I mentioned be- 
fore, thirteen trees of the cabbage-palm had been 
brought to the spot, seven of which were from six- 
te/en to eighteen feet long, and the other six from 
fourteen to sixteen feet, t^lear of their heads : these 
trees, when squared, were to form the basis of the 
framework. I hoped, therefore, that, with occasion- 
al assistance, as all the materials were at hand, he 
would be able to finish the building in six months. 

Xavier's work being thus laid out before him, I 
sent for Diego, to get him under way in the agri- 
cultural department. I gave him a quantity of yams 
and coccos to plant ; also about two bushels of the 
old Indian com, some of all the seeds we had col- 
lected from time to time from our fruits as we ate 
them, and more than half of the tobacco seeds still 
tuisown. He carried them all carefully to the store- 
house near the cotton-tree, which was to be the 6en- 
tre of most of his operations, though we had minor 
plantations of a few miBlons in the neighbourhood of 
the cave-spring and at other places, to be handy on 
occasion. 
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CHAPTER X. 

1 

T01N68 had now settled down into a regular train* 
and it would be little more than a repetition of what 
has been before related to give an account of each 
day's transactions. Suffice it to saytihat we con^ 
tinned to live peacefully and happily, and had in- 
creased cause for thankfulness in the abundant ex- 
perience of God's goodness. The naen were indus- 
trious in their respective occupations, and in three 
months the results of their labour were highly cred- 
itable to them. Diego had laid out his grounds weU, 
and all his plants were nearly matured. The hQuse 
was up, and only the interior work remained to be 
done. Our negro friends be^gan to address us, on 
all ordinary matters, in our own language ; and we 
hoped they already knew somethi^g of th^ir Re- 
deemer, and of the moral duties that are owed by 
man to ma^. In July there were refreshing show- 
ers, which fell genexTaUy in the night, and especially 
after a great msplay.of sheet4ightaing.in the hori- 
zon, whose brilliant ye,t silent coruscations ca^ 
scarcely be imagined by Ijiose who have never re- 
sided in tropical region^. 

Monday, August 26th. My dear wife and myself 
had much reason to be satisfied wiUi the prospect 
of being comfortably lodged before the winter} 
which, jSlthough not much colder than an English 
summer, yet in tiius climate is attended frequently 
with stormy, disagreeable weather. We beheld ev- 
er3rthing around us prosperous ai^ promising. Our 
young goats were nearly full grown, and our three 
oroods of chickens had nearly attained maturity. 
' The old hens were again laying ; and, trusting to 
their prolific nature, we now ventured to regale our- 
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selves occasionsilly with a few of their deliefdias 
eggs at breakfast. Some of the young ducks had 
been lost, but there remained a large number ; so 
that now and then we treated ourselves to a roasted 
duckling, as a delicacy. The chocolate plants had 
sprung up to the height of half a foot, and the cap- 
sicums and bird-peppers were full of fruit. Diego's 
plantation Was delightful to look at. The large red 
leaves of the coccos had a brilliant effect ; and the 
majestic Indian com, with its feathery top and great 
bulging cobs protruding leaf-covered from the stem, 
was a noble sight. The yams, with their smaU 
stalks, were but little attractive to the eye, but their 
abundant usefulness stamped a value even on their 
homely appearance. The tobacco, thinned out to 
give it vigour, spread its broad dark-^en leaf on a 
stem four or five feet high, exhibiting a yellow 
crown of clustering seed capsules here and there, 
on a plant destined for seed, the tops of the others 
being cut off to give an incteased size to their leaves^ 
Our pineapples had just begun to form, sCnd the six 
sugarcanes had attained a height of nearly eight 
feet, with stalks and upper leaves of vivid green. 
All our fruit-trees, too, had grown considerably ; so 
that we might live to see the orange-grove and the 
shaddocks in full bearing, adding much to the beau- 
ty and comfort of our residence. 

But the improvement made by our negro friends 
was still more gratifying than all this. Their order- 
ly conduct, their attachment, their progress in speak- 
ing English, and the pleasure they seemed to take 
in learning what God in his Scriptures had revealed 
to man, gave us a deep feeling of holy joy. They 
now comprehended the ten commandments, and 
would not do anything on the Sabbath day that could 
be considered as lat^ur or ordinary work. They 
seemed also to understand the purport of the Lord's 
prayer pretty well, and that memorable direction of 
our blessed Redeemer, " Do unto others even as ye 

S 



809 SSA.WAEd!s HAREATIta. 

would have them do unto you.'' Perhaps, too, with 
a sigh, they would sometimes compare the conduct 
of their former Christian masters in Cuba with this 
truly Christian precept, and not know how to recon* 
cile the discrepancy. 

By this tim0. we had been able to make out their 
story. They had been purchased, and shipped in a 
schooner at Triuidada (a town on the south side of 
Cuba) for some person at La Guyra, on the Spanish 
Main. Two nights before they appeared off our island, 
the schooner had struck on a reef, and almost instant* 
ly bilged and filled with water. The captain and his 
crew took to the boat, and without mercy left the 
poor negroes to their fate ; but, fortunately, there 
was a canoe on deck) and the weather being fine, 
they soon contrived to get it into the water. They 
made a sail out of a sheet which they brought from 
the cabin, and, with a few dried cdcojcmqas^ a species 
of bean, for their subsistence, they put off before the 
wind, to take their chance of making land or beinff 
picked up at sea by some vesseL They discovered 
our promontory at dayhght, and, seeing the opening 
between the two headlands, struck their sail and 
paddled in* Such was their simple and aiOfecting 
story. 

In a few weeks our second harvest was gathered 
in, and so abundant was it that it seemed more than 
would suffice for six months' consumption. This 
labour being completed, Diego and Hachinta weije 
set to assist Xavier, by bringing to him whatever he 
needed, while Rota made herself so useful in our dor 
mestic concerns, that Mira did little more than per* 
form the duties of a waiting-maid. 

The 11th of September being my dear wife^s 
birthday, on which she attained her one-and-twenti* 
eth year, I made it a day of jubilee, and entertained 
the whole party more sumptuously than usual, giv- 
ing them a couple of young full-grown drakes for 
dmner, a litUe ^mie, plenty of coffee, and a few ci- 
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gaas. I drank the dear one's health myself, after 
our own dinner, in a glass of Canary, continuing to 
^t before our plank palace, enjoying, in the cool 
shade of the promontory, her sweet conversation. 
But our friends soon appeared and claimed our at- 
tention. They offered their congratulations in their 
own simple and affectionate way, and, bhthesome and 
happy, finished the day with dancing: it was an an« 
niversary that will be ever dear to my memory. 

The plantation house was finished on Saturday, 
the 30th of November. Beingp situated on a high, 
rocky spot, the ground about it was dry, and free 
from rank herbage, while its elevation above the 
huts of Diego and Xavier gave to it an air of su- 
perior importance. Indeed, things are great or 
'small only by comparison. The interior of the 
house appeared to be all we eould desire : the floors 
boarded ; the doors and shutters Well made ; one large 
door opening in front, opposite to the lake, wh3e 
a second, in the rear, looked towards the mountain* 
ous promontory. The two end rooms were board- 
ed over at the top, and the southernmost one was 
fitted up with shelves for a storeroom. The great 
central hall we left without any covering except the 
raftered roof of the house, and this gave it a cool 
tauid lofty appearance. 

Sunday, Ist December. CNir Sabbath devotions 
had now assumed a more solemn character: our 
people responded in the Latany, and also to the 
prayers, by the " Amen ;" and the residue of the 
day was mostly employed in giving them religious 
instruction. Mira could read English words of two 
syllables, and seemed not a Mttle vain of this ac- 
quirement, which we hoped would prove as a grain 
(of mustard-seed, in due season becoming a large 
plant, and reproducing its kind. 

Monday, 2d. Every one being now at leisure, I 
determined to open the hold, and set seriously to 
.work in getting out the furniture that hs^ been 
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shipped for us at Bristol. As the men were now 
able to understand me pretty well, I commenced 
operations with full confidence of soon accomplish- 
ing this object. The mainmast of the brig being 
gone, of course there was wanting the mainstay 
to fix a purchase-tackle to, and there were no nmin 
shrouds or mainyard on which to fix a guy. We, 
however, contrived to get the starboard foreyard- 
arm aft, between the shrouds ^d mast, and making 
fast a double purchase to it, we then bowsed on the 
lift and steadied it, so that the end of the yard-arm 
being over the main hatchway, with the tackle at- 
tached, nothing farther wad required to enable us to 
go to work but to fix a guy to an outrigger made 
fast to the fore-shrouds. This job, altogether, cost 
us the whole day. But on Tuesday, after clearing 
away the remainder of the boards and planks, of 
which there were now not a great many, we set our 
contrivance to work. We commenced with hoist- 
ing up part of the cargo shipped at Jamaica, viz., 
American flour, Indian com, biscuit, sugar, coffee, 
and rum, all of which were in barrels. Skids were 
fixed from the sides of the brig, so that we could 
lower the barrels directly upon the shore. But we 
found so much labour in rolling the first two or three 
across the isthmus, to the point where they were to 
be carried by water to the storehouse, that I had the 
canoe and punt brought alongside, and determined 
to put on board of them the remainder directly from 
the brig. We concluded it was safest, however, in- 
stead of loading both boats, to put two barrels into 
the punt, and employ the canoe in towing her. In 
this way they made two trips the first day, and each 
day afterward three, so that by the end of the 
week we had conveyed twenty-six barrels to the 
plantation, besides the three that were rolled to the 
other side of the isthmus. There were still remain- 
nig' in the brig about sixty casks that had been ship- 
ped at Jamaica, two only of which were rum^ and I 



had a ^od mincl to bore -these and let their contents 
out, but was fearful of giving umbrage to my good 
Allows by so suspicious an a<^. Of the barrels sent 
away; six contained flour, six biscuits, six sugar, 
six coffee, four Indian com, and one rum. The 
men worked with great adroitness and diligence, 
and no accident -happened during the whole oper- 
ation. 

Sunday, Slh. "We observed this ^ay witli due so- 
lemnity. 

Monday, 9th. The men were employed for some 
time in getting round to the plantation the three 
casks frbm the west side of tiie isthmus; after 
which, the women assisted them in rolling up the 
other barrels to the open ground, where plsmks were 
laid over them for the present to shade them from 
the sun. This occupied the whole of Monday. On 
Tuesday morningi made them lOll the barrel of rum, 
ione of flour, one of biscuits, one of sugar, and one of 
icoffee, into the apartment of the plantation-house de- 
•eigned for a storeroom. My dear wife, meanwhile, 
had made the women bring different fruits and vege- 
tables from the temporary shed, and place them on 
the shelves in this room, or in other parts of it 
which had been fitted for ^heir reception. But we 
Were all at a loss how to dispose of the barrels still 
lying out of doors, for I had not at first contempla- 
ted bringing awav so many. However, Diego re- 
lieved my mind by oaring his house f<Mr a ware- 
house luitil Xavier and he could build one, ^^ch 
was readily accepted, and all the ban^ls were roll- 
ed there; Xavier, meanwhile, having courteously 
t)ffered a part of his own house to his friend. These 
and some other arrangements occupied the whole 
-of Tuesday. On Wednesday morning we again 
went into the hold, and got at the cases sad. pack- 
ages containing our household stuff without difficul- 
ty, as they lay on the top o? tlve^afi^s-^ ^osj^a ^ksj^ 
ped in England. We unpa<ik.e4 i^^tbl Nd\MB» "^XisSii 
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were, and were much pleased to find their contents 
all safe. Most of the articles were taken on shore 
by hand, in baskets or boxes, and carried in th^ 
same way to our new house. The women were de- 
lighted with the pots, and pans, and kettles, the pew- 
ter, and the crockery-ware ; and clapped their hands 
and shouted aloud when they saw the glass, the tea- 
equipage, and all the truly English et ceteras, as 
knives, forks, silver spoons, &c., sheets, table- 
cloths, and other napery, with all the requisites for 
household comfort, eabinet, chair, and table furniture, 
and bedstead excepted. These latter articles were 
to have been made at Honduras, where mahogany 
is abundant; but we had m^ogany here also, 
though small; and we had Xavier; and, as our 
wants in that way were few, those few could spon 
be supplied by his skill and industry. 

By Friday evening all our things were removed 
from the brig to the plantation-house, including the 
store-ichest in the steerage-passage, a few dozens of 
wine from the lockers, and the box of cigars, with, 
such other desirable or useful articles as were to be 
found in the cabin or staterooms. We slept on 
board that night for the last time, and took our leave 
next morning, with a mixture of satisfaction and re- 
gret, of our blessed ark, as I may call our stranded 
vessel, where we had enjoyed so many months of 
security, peace, and comfort. On Saturday our 
trunks and cot were brought on shore, and the di- 
ning-table from the cabin, with the two camp-stools. 
These latter I left in the plank house instead of the 
two chairs, which were transferred to our new res- 
idence. My dear helpmate, with her maids, put 
everything m place, andhy noon nothing remained to 
be done but to sling our cot in the bedroom, and to set 
the table and two chairs in the great hall. .We 
were too much engaged to think of dining in state 
tMs day, and, besides, dinner was to be prepared for 
the next iay also, while lumietoxiiE Q\}Qjbx xoAXN^st^ 
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demanded present attention. In the evening we re- 
galed the whole party with coffee, and I gave to 
each of the men a couple of cigars, indulging my- 
self with one also. When the sun was set we had 
some fears of a visit from the sandflies, but were 
most happy in not seeing nor hearing any of these 
little tormentors. On retiring to rest, we returned 
thanks to God for oUr comfortable habitation, and 
all the blessings, his good providence had bestowed 
upon us. But we did not sleep very soundly: we 
heard noises we were unaccustomed to, which we 
afterward found wer6 made by lizards, some of 
which creatures we had occasionally seen ; but in 
the morning we were greeted by the song of the 
tropical nightingale, and rose quite refreshed and in 
good spirits. 

Sunday, 15th. The morning of this Sabbath was 
soleomized in the great hall by appropriate devo- 
tions, and the remainder of the day was passed in 
the same quiet and simple way as heretofore. 

Monday, 16th. I directed the men to tow the 

runt round to the br^ early in the morning, where 
met them after I had 'breakfasted. The carpen- 
ter's chest was ^ot upon deck, lowered into the 
punt, and committed to the charge of Xavier. 
Some additional spades, hoes, axes, hatchets, and 
billhooks were next brought up, which were to be 
deposited in our storeroom for Diego's use; and 
with this cargo the men were sent away, with or- 
ders to return. During their absence I selected two 
of the best of the seamen's chests, and filled them 
up with the clothing taken from others. When the 
men came back, I made them get up a barrel of 
beef and one of pork, which I directed them to 
take to the storeroom, and to wait there till I re- 
turned. I remained on board some time after they 
had left, collecting the residue of the captain's prop-^ 
erty, and placing it in his stateroom.*^ ^sv^'^&'^<^ 
cabia-dooT was still in its place, 1 ^xiX^ 5as\KVifc^>^» 
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It being now near one o'clock, I vralked over to 
the plantation-house to dinner. Eliza receired me 
with smiled, and dressed as when in England. I flew 
to her arms as if we were just meeting after a long 
separation. " My beloved Edward," said she, " how 
gracious is our God ! how much happiness does He 
bestow on us !" It Was the sentiment that then fill- 
ed my own heait. I saw my dear wife restored to 
her former gentlewomanly condition by his provi- 
dence, relieved from toil and eveiy menial office ; 
and, may I add, I saw a tat^e cmemd with a clean 
damafiSc cloth, laid out with all the eonvenienoes of 
European comfort, to which my eyes had Icmg been 
strangers. 

While <linner was being s^red iip, Eliza took me 
into the storeroom to show me how well the men had 
arranged the casks, and herself and the damsels the 
Tarious articles for honsekeeping. EverytfaiiKgy in^ 
^ed, was in the best order, and I was highly gratis 
fied with so goodly a sight. Rota sent in our pinner 
as nicely cooked and served as if she had been an 
apprentice in my lord-mayor^s kitchen : a fine fish 
at the head, a piece of boiled salt poik at the foot, a 
pTunpkin-pie on one side, and a roasted white yanh 
oji the other, with capsicums, vinegar, mustard, and 
iiSL the et ceteras. After giving thanks to the Giver 
of sdl ^ngs, we ate our dainty viands with an inde- 
scribable satisfaction, finding gratitude now as ever 
our sweetest sauce. When the cloth was removed, 
a fine melon and a bottle of wine descanted were 
placed before us. I took a slice of the froit, and drank 
one glass of the wine to my dear wife^a health. Not 
tanking longer, we arose, and walked together to 
the pl£ik house, the path to which, through the 
goodly trees, was now well trodden ; and, as soon 
as I perceived the men in the canoe, I left Eliza with 

f. Mira, and" proceeded on board. 

Mjr sturdy fellows soon got up the seamen^s two^ 

cbeata from the steerage, und a. q%^ ol\»s^\ntt«R 
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from the hold, after which I had all the hatchways 
battened down fore and aft, and the companion-door 
closed. Then taking two bits of stick of miequal 
length in my hand, with their ends projecting, I told 
my men that the chests contained clothing ; that I 
did not know which of them wais the best, but he 
that drew the longest stick should have his choice. 
They were delighted at the prospect of each pos- 
sessmg such a treasure, and mghly amused with the 
idea of drawing lots. They drewj and the choice 
fbH to Xavier: *^I get big stick, I take big chest;" 
and he did so, instantly marking it with his knife. 
Diego's ready couteau soon performed the same op- 
eration on the other. The chests were then lower- 
ed down into the punt, and also the cask of butter. 
As they were pushing off I showed them the keys, 
at which they laughed ; but I did not intend they 
should have them until I came to the plantation. 
After their departure I rejoined EUza, and told her 
what I had been doing. $he seemed much pleased, 
and said she would follow my example by giving the 
women some striped cotton (of which she had sev- 
eral pieces) to m^ke up for themselves, the cutting 
out of which she would herself superintend. We 
remained a while at the plank house, and, among 
other matters, discussed the expediency of remo- 
ving a colony of the young fowls and ducklings to 
our new habitation. 

In returning home we met the men bringing up 
the butter, which they placed in the storeroom, al- 
ter which I gave them their keys ; and when the 
women knew what they were for, the whole party 
went off together to the water-side to help up with 
the chests, and to see, no doubt, what they contain- 
ed. This important operation took up no httle time, 
and it was nearly seven o'clock biefore Rota return- 
ed to serve up our coffee.- The evening was cool, 
ajid there were not any sandflies to annoy u.a\ ^ ' 
was thei-efore pleasant to sit wilYi o^e^^^^^x'^A^^^^** 
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log out upon the traaquil lake, distant from us about 
two hunored yards, discoursing on what we liad been 
doing or what we intended to do. Mira and Fidele, 
meanwhile, slept cosily together on the floor ; and 
in due time, our own eyes inclining to slumber, the 
doors were elosed, and, nuking Mira spread her 
•mattress in the hall, we retired to our room. 

Tuesday, 17th. In the morning I sent for Xavier, 
and told Mm, if he and Diego could be contented to 
lodge together a little longer, I should like to havB 
him erect a proper poultrv-house, with roosts and 
laying compartments for the hens, and suitable ac- 
commodations below for the ducks — the hous^ to be 
-stoccaded round with stakes and wattles. I mad<3 
him rniderstand me, and he undertook the taslc cheer- 
liilly. I now gave directions to Diego to try his 
t^t. at a liewflshpot, the old one being nearly worn 
-out ; also, to enlarge the crayfish enclosure so as to 
hold a turtle occasionally. Isaid to him» at the same 
time, that I should e9q)ect him to^supply us with fish 
4IS well as vegetables, but charged him never to at- 
tempt to catch any of the pigeons, nor to take their 
■effgs, nor, indeed, in any way to disturb them. This, 
I luiew, was my dear Eliza's wish ; but, I must con- 
fess, my principal reason for the injunction was to 
keep him and the rest of the people out of the cave. 
Diego promised to mind all that I had said to him, 
but took occasion to observe that the first tobacco- 
leaves had been pressed together long enough to be 
mellowed, and that he shotSd Me to make a few pi- 
gars for himself and XAvier. **I will supply yott 
both for a fortniffht," I answered ; " we shall sooti 
have the rains, when you cannot go out to work, and 
you can then make up the tobacco." He seemed 
quite satisfied ; and, going to the storeroom, I divided 
a hundred cigars into two parcels, and told him to 
keep one for himself and give the other to Xavier. 
This unexpected and welcome present was received 
with many profound bows from honest Diego. 
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Alter breakfast I set to work to arrange the fire- 
arms and boarding-pikes in our bedroom. There 
were three muskets and six pikes. I drew the 
chaiges from the loaded muskets, and employed my- 
self till dinner-time in cleaning them, after which I 
placed them, one over the oSier, horizontally, on 
wooden pins which I fixed in the wainscot, and im* 
mediately above them hung up the ship^s spyglass 
and speaking-trumpet, and flsuiked the whole with 
the boarding-pikes, placed erect. No one but my wife 
knew where I kept the ammunition ; but it was at 
hand if it should be wanted. We thought these pre- 
cautions proper, though, we hoped, unnecessary. 
Oue caution and circumspection are never amiss. 
My pistols 1 always wore ready loaded in my belt. 

WhUe I was arranging the arms, my dear Eliza 
placed the few books we had in order, and on a 
Qeighbouring shelf displayed the shells we had col- 
lected, from the noble conch, the monarch of them 
all, employed for a bugle, down to the rice-shells, 
whose extreme smallness and beautiful translucency 
elicited from my beloved the exclamation, " What 
would you not give for these, Queen Mab 1" They 
vere, indeed, like fabled things of fairy-land. The 
noble Shakspeare was among our books, but the in*- 
comparably nobler Bible was there also : we had 
likewise Archbishop TiUotson's works, and the Spec- 
tator, and Bunyan^s Pilgrim's Progress, and one book 
more, that afforded us never-failing pastime — I mean, 
the Arabian Nights' Entertainments, in which there 
is, throughout, much more than floats on the surface 
of the story. A fable is a foolish thing if we do not 
comprehend the allegory ; but that being taken iji 
with it, no mode of writing can be more delightful 
and instructive. 

Diego WHS very industrious, and in nine days had 
finished his job : but there was no rest for him yet. 
We had been made sensible of the danger of fire near 
our wQoden habitations, in a loose and uncovered 



216 SEA ward's narrative. 

state. I therefore directed him to quarry some 
stones with the iron drowbar, and place them in the 
rear of the open space, mider the rock, behind his 
and Xavier's houses, to be employed in building a 
safe kitchen. By the end of the week the fowl- 
house was erected, but it still required the labour of 
both men for seveial days to cut the stakes and wat- 
tlings for the stoccado, and put them down. On Tues- 
day, the 24th, the whole was accomplished, and we 
transferred thither a colonj of our ducks and fowls, 
twelve of either sort, clipping a wing of each bird to 
prevent their flying over. The goats also, and the 
two tame pigeons, we put into the same place ; but 
most of the poultry were left behind at their old 
quarters. 

The next day would be the anniversary of our 
landing on the island, and we informed our friends 
of it ; but that it was also the birthday *of our Saviour 
Christ, through whose mercy we ana they were pre- 
served alive, and we must keep it as a Sabbath, 
with this difference, that they might dress a feast to 
commemorate the day, for it was a day of rejoicing 
to the whole human race. I therefore directed Rota 
to roast for the occasion a couple of young fat 
ducks, make a pepperpot, bake some flour cakes, 
and ta take such vegetables and fruits as she might 
choose, to complete their entertainment. 

We were greatly moved by the recollection of our 
deliverance from shipwreck, and by the near ap- 
proach of a day which so affectingly brought up in 
our memories the dear friends we had left behind in 
England, and who were probably now sorrowing 
for us, though safe and happy. The sensations 
thus excited were too much for us, and it was only 
in long and fervent prayer that our souls found 
peace. Soothed by the Spirit of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, we retired to our chamber and our cot, where 
tranquil and refreshing sleep awaited us. 

Wednesday, 25th. After breakfast we assembled 
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m our best attire in the gfreat hall, and, having sunff 
a h3rmn appropriate to the day, read such parts of 
the morning service as bore more particularly on it, 
together with the lessons. The people were much 
interested, and inquired about many things which 
we were imable to explain to them, from their yet 
scanty knowledge of our language: I endeavour- 
ed, however, to make them comprehend that Jesus 
eame into the world for the purpose of teaching men 
the will of his Almighty Father, the pure and mer- 
ciful God ; and, by the sacrifice of himself, to make 
atonement for the sins of repentant transgressors, 
who " groan in spirit" to be "relieved from the cor- 
rupt propensities of fallen huinan nature. 

After divine service. Rota served up for her friends 
an excellent dinner, and my dear wife furnished 
them with coffee and sugar liberally. Our own din- 
ner was but a chicken and some coccos. Poor Rota 
had roasted herself sufficiently, we thought, without 
imposing on her an3rthing more for us than what ap- 
peared really necessary; but after dinner we sat 
over our fruit, enjoying fsu: more happiness than the 
world's gayeties could ever impart. 

At sunset our people came and ranged themselves 
about the great door, where they sang, two some- 
limes dancing, and sometimes all. When they had 
sufficiently gratified themselves in this way, they 
advanced t6 take their leave : my dear wife save 
to each one a large coloured cotton handkercnief, 
which they received with many demonstrations of 
gratitude, and then said " Good-night," 

The three following days the men worked dili- 
gently at the stone kitchen, but, being unaccustomed 
to masonry, their progress was much slower than 
they had anticipated. 

Sunday, 39th. We kept the Sabbath with all due 
seligiqus observances, and towards evening we in- 
dulged ourselves in a pleasant contemplative walk. 

T 
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Monday, 30th. Xavier and Diego continued to 
work on the stone kitchen, and by Wednesday it 
was completed. The walls were built pretty hiffh, 
entirely of stone, and the cooking places within 
were of the same material ; at the two ends of the 
interior the ground was planked over, but a space 
of about four feet in the centre was left open. I 
was glad this job was finished, as we looked every 
day for the breaking up of the fine weather : it still 
continued, however, and on Thiursday and Friday 
the men amused themselves by making excursions 
in the canoe. On the first day they circumnaviga- 
ted the western island, bringing back with them some 
calabashes, several fine concl:^ containing their fish, 
and many other shells in ^ living state. My^dear 
wife was much pleased with being able to add some 
fine specimens to her former coUection from these 
fresh acquisitions ; for shells lose their beauty after 
being long deserted by their living occupants, and 
rolled about by the wind and sea. On Friday the 
men visited the rocks and islands to the northeast^^ 
where the brig had struck, and succeeded in taking 
three fine turtle, which they brought home, and pla^- 
ced in the enclosure prepared for this purpose. We 
devoted Saturday to sundry domestic purposes. It 
was now the usual aftemoon^s pastime with Eliza 
and myself to repair to the plank house for an hour, 
feed our poultry there, and then visit the quarter- 
deck of our vessel — a spot that awakened many pain- 
ful, but also many pleasing and grateful recollec- 
tions. 

Sunday, 5th January, 1736. Kept the early part 
of this Sabbath-day, as usual, by the performance 
of divine service, and by reacMng and explaining to 
our friends such parts of the Gospel as they might 
be able to comprehend. Towards evening the sky 
became overcast, and this was suddenly followed 
by torrents of rain, alternating with heavy fusts of* 
wind from the north and northwest. We had anti- 
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cipated bad weather for^some days, and taken the 

grecaution to haul up the canoe and purit upon the 
each. The wind blew a hurricane the whole night, 
and shook our habitation so that my dear wife some- 
times thought it must be overturned; indeed, but 
for the skill exercised by Xavier in its construction, 
it could not have stood. He had given it a solid 
foundation of timber : three logs under the "front, 
three under the back, and seven crosswise, to which 
the flooring was fastened by treenails. AU the win- 
dows were made^to clo^e with sliding shutters, like 
shop windows, so that they could be entirely or par- 
tially open, or quite closed ; and during a hurricane 
the ssfetyr of a house mainly depends on keeping 
out the wind. The doors were each of four pieces, 
folding back or forward, with a wooden bar fasten- 
ing inside ; so that, when shut, the gale was com- 
pletely excluded. Still our terrors were great, and 
we rose from our bed, and I struck a hght : we went 
into the great haH to see how it fared with Mira; 
but she was reckless of the storm, and slept soundly. 
" Happy creature !" said my dear wife ; " thou know- 
est not what anxiety means !" Towards morning 
the wind abated, and we found some repose on re- 
tiring to our cot. 

A little before daybreak I thought I heard the 
firing of guns. I instantly got up, and sent the men 
to the summit of the pi^omontory to look out. They 
quickly returned virith information that there was a 
vessel in distress, and they believed on a reef in the 
offing. I hastened back with them to the heights, 
and, taking the glass, saw a brig-schooner steering 
away to the southwest No doubt she had been 
aground, but had got off. We watched her for a 
couple of hours until nearly out of sight. My gen- 
tle Eliza was much moved by the recital on my re- 
turn ; and, without expressing a single regret, so 
natural on such an occasion, that our hopes of deliv- 
erance, suddenly excited, were as suddenly blasted, 
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she thanked God that the vessel had escaped^ mi 
was proceeding safely on her way. , The rains, with 
occasional gusts of wind from every (juarter of the 
compass, cohtinued at intervals for mne days, but 
subsided entirely on Tuesday, the I4th. 

The circumstance of the vessel in distress sug^ 
gested ^e idea of erecting a flagstaff on the prom- 
ontory, on which I niight hoist the brig's ensign 
should occasion require, and I set about putting it 
in execution immediately. With some trQubl^ we 
unshipped the foretopgallant-mast of the ^rig, which 
was already struck, and before night got it to the 
summit of the promontory. On Wednesday monir 
ing we fltted a truck and halliards to it^ and with thf) 
crowbar excavated a hole in the rocky^ ground to 
receive it. After fixing the mast in its place as 
firmly as we could, we built the base round witib 
stones to steady it, and finished the job before susr 
set. On Thursday we were ail on foot by the gray 
of the morning, taking the ensign with us ; and, as 
the sun rose, I-hoisted the EngliSi cplofirs, and gav^ 
three cheers, crying, *' Kinig George and England 
forever !" feeling that, by this act, I had taken soveiv 
eign possession of the island for our gracious king. 
We left the flag flying during the day, and the men 
and I ascended the hiU again with a ta^awling bag, 
in which we cased the colours after lowering them 
at the going down of the snn. 

On my return home my dear wife regaled me 
with coffee and a cigar, while I expatiated, some- 
what extravagantly, perhaps, on the consequences 
of the step I had taken. Indeed, we were ignorant 
not only oif whose dominions we were in, but even 
of the name of the spot where we were ; for its po- 
sition, ao far as we had been able to ascertain it, did 
not exactly answer to any island or islands laid 
down in the chart 1 had found in the captain's chest 
Jt was certain that these islajids were extremely 
dsmgewus of approach on aU aidea, U) % n^x^ ^eat 
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distance seaward ; so that mariners, aware, perhaps, 
of the rocks and shoals lying in this direction, might 
have studied to give them a wide herth, and thus 
the spot might have remained undiscovered and un- 
appropriated. 

Friday, 17th. Diego this day put the two women 
in requisition to assist him in the field, while Xar 
vier began to construct a storehouse for our provis- 
idns, at a little distance from the southwest end of 
our dwelling-house. This cost him a great deal of 
labour, as it was regtdarly built with boards, and 
shingled over, so that it was not completed before 
the 1 1th of February. By this time the plantation 
work also was nearly finished, although conducted 
on a much more extended scale than before ; for not 
only was all the good ^ound between our mansion 
and the woodland region now cultivated, but also 
the fertile spots between the spring and the rock. 

There yet remained much of our former harvest 
in store. Our fowls and ducks had multiplied, and 
our young goats had kidded. The wild bananas, 
put in near the spring, had attained their full growth ; 
the sugarcanes and pines had thrown out many off- 
sets, which had been transplanted, and both the 
one and the other Were approaching maturity. Di- 
ego had made cigars from his tobacco during the 
rains, and from time to time he brought me an of- 
fering of some. The bad weather had given occa- 
sion, also, to a new species of domestic industry — 
the platting of strips of the cabbage-palm leaf into a 
long, narrow braid, called sinnetto, which the wom- 
en sewed together and made hats of; ra^er rude 
in shape, but light in texture, giving an earnest of 
something better at a future day. In short, peace, 
harmony, abundance, and the promise of good things 
to come were all ours, and it remained only to 
keep alive in our hearts an habitusd thankfulness to 
the bountiful Giver of so many blessinsa. 

T2 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Wbdnksdat, 18th February. While at breakfast 
I heard distinctly the sound of cannon, and hasten- 
ed with Eliza, all the gp*oup following us^ to the 
siimniit of the promontory. We saw a brig and a 
schooner in the offing, the former firing at the latter, 
which seemed much embarrassed by the shoals ana 
reefs in seeking to escs^ from her enemy. I could 
discern Spanish colours flying at the biig^» peak, but 
the schooner showed none. I immediately hoisted 
our ensign, and in a few minutes the schooner showed 
English colours at her foretopmast-hoad, at the same 
time shaping her course for the promontory. 'Jfho 
brig follow^ her, firing a bow gun every now and 
then. I did tiot hesitate : leaving my wife and the 
women near our flagstaff, I hastened with the men 
back to the house, a^, taking down the muskets and 
pikes, and the ship's trumpet, got out a bundle of 
ball-cartridges, and throwing some provisions that 
were at hand into a basket, and making one of my 
con^>^<^i^ ^^ ^^ canteen with water, we returned 
to the height with as much speed a& possible. By 
' the time we reached the sumimt, we saw the schoon- 
er entering the passage between the promontory 
and the oj^site island. I instantly loaded one of 
the muskets, and at this moment the brig, which was 
not above half a mile astern of her, fired another 
shot. I imn^ediately returned it, and was delighted 
to see the brig heave to. I then hailed the schoon- 
er to luff sound the headland, and anchor about two 
cables' length from the house in the bay. To this 
they answered, ** Ay 1 ay !'' The brig again bore up 
for the passage : I instantly fired another shot, ana 
then anoiber, but she still kept her course* I then 
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thought a volley might be more eiBcacioos (if l^bree 
muskets fired together may be ao called), for the 
business had become exceedingly serious, and ^ 
poor negroes were almost frightened to death at the 
sight of the Spanish flag so near them. I therefore 
loaded the three muskets with all posaible haflte> 
and, advancing close to the brink of tne promontoryj 
we gave her the contents upon her deck, the effect 
of which I did not know, farther than that she imme- 
diately hauled her wind, and stood o\A to sea for five 
or six miles, and again hove to. 

On observing this, I requested my dear wife to re* 
main by the flagstaff with Uie women until i should 
send for her or return to her. She readily acqui- 
esced ; and I farther desired thai she would give me 
notice if she saw the brig stam^sg in again. I now. 
hastened to the shore, and, embarking in the canoe^ 
rbwed out to the schooner, nvhich had anchored off 
the woodland region. I jumped on. board, with my 
pistols in my belt, and was greeted heaxtily by th^ 
captain and his crew. *' If it had not been for your 
men on the height,^' said he, " we should have beea 
taken by yon guarda-cesta ; but they f&Ye him a dose^. 
I guess, and he is off. What island is this ?" he con- 
tinued ; " I did not know that our nation had a gar- 
rison on any of these places.'' ** I am happy to see 
you here in safety, friend,*' I replied ; " but hav© 
you neither cannon nor musketry ?'* ** Nane»" he 
answered. " Then I hope," said I, " that we shall 
see the guarda-costa no more, for you have aU my 
garrison before you ; and as to the name of the mU 
and, I know no more what it is than yourself; youv 
business now, however, is to land, and leave youc 
vessel to her fate. If the guarda-oosta should per- 
sist in coming in, he cannot but suceeed in takings 
her ; but if he should attempt to take both you bjokI 
us, we will try our best against him.** The c^tptain 
and Crew were altogether six in mimbet. TVi^t 
hastily got their bcmt out, aad axxowfi^^s^^ ^^^ 
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iriiore, when they proceeded with me directly to the. 
height, where my dear wife received them with her 
umial courtesy. 

We had soon the satisfaction to see the Spaniard 
increasing his distance ; so, leaving Xavier and his 
wife to keep watch, I descended with the rest of the 
party to the heach, where I desired the captain to' 
warp lus vessel as close in as possible, and after-, 
ward give me the pleasure of his company at dinner. 
He readily ^d as I requested, moving her into 
the little bay below the cotton-tree, and disembark- 
ing in time to partake of our family meal. Rota, 
however, made rather a feast of it, in honour, I sup- 
pose, of our guest, presenting us with a dish of ssut 
pork and pumpkin, to which she added a brace of 
mullet smd a roast chicken. A decanter of Canary 
was placed at my elbow. A table laid out with all 
the articles of European equipment, and served with 
such prime food, and capital wine too, in so out-of- 
Uie-way.a place, evidently caused much surprise in 
the captain, who looked at everything out of the cor-; 
ner of his eye. I hoped he did not see the empty 
box I sat on for a chair, the guest and the lady occu- 
p3ring the only two I had. However, he neither 
made remarks nor asked questions, but ate his din- 
ner, saying a few words now and then on his late 
narrow escape ; and, when dinner was finished, he 
told us his story. 

He belonged to Norfolk, he said, in Virginia, and 
sailed for Santa Martha on the Spanish Main, ta- 
king Cape St. Nicholas Mole, in St. Domingo, on his 
way. He had taken on board flour and some English 
manufactures at Norfolk, and picked up half a dozen 
slaYes from a slave-slup at the Cape. His merchan- 
dise he sold for cacao at Santa Martha, where he 
also received nearly two thousand dollars for his 
Wlaves. A few days after leaving that place he fell 
in with the guardarcosta, which chased him a day 
and a night, and bad run him on a reef just as we 
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hoisted our colours. He then expected every mo- 
ment to be' taken, and was about to throw the dollars 
overboard (the only part of the cargo that could con- 
demn him), when the vessel beat over the reef, but, 
he feared, with the loss of her false keel ; thus by 
good luck, as he expressed it, escaping shipwreck, 
and from capture afterward by our well-timed fire. 
He intended to return through the Gulf of Florida ; 
but, as the schooner had been leaking since she 
struck, he should be afraid to-put to sea until he as- 
certained her condition. I made but few remarks 
on his story, and reserved all detail respecting our- 
selves until I should know a little more of him aiid 
of what he meant to do. After we had sat about an 
hour, I called Diego, and told the captain it miffht 
be well for him to go with this man to the heights 
and reconnoitre the brig, after which I should be 
glad to see him back to coffee and a cigar. 

During his absence my dear wife and I took our 
new position into serious consideration. It was 

Sossible the Spaniard might return with the sea- 
reeze next morning, and destroy everything be- 
longing to us ; but we put our trust in God, and thus 
set that matter at rest. We then deliberated wheth- 
er we should embark in this schooiier, with our 
money, if she were found seaworthy, and discussed 
many other matters, on all of which we came to 
conditional conclusions. About five o'clock the 
captain returned, with Xavier and his wife, Diego 
having been ordered to remain on the height, to 
strike the colours at sunset, and to fire a musket if 
the brig should be then in sight. Our guest report 
ed that the brig was still lying to, about six miles 
off, and probably, he thought, might stand in again 
with the Seabreeze. " Would you yourself venture 
to do so, captain," said I, "not knowing but you 
might thus run into a trap 1 He will not dare do it," 
I continued, " you may rely on it, without a previous 
examination; out during the ^ght he cannot stir^ 
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and in the morning we shall see wha^ will be his 
movements; After coffee, bring your dollars on 
shore, and hide them in the sand, where you can put 
your hand on them : there is nothing better tnan 
caution. If you should lose the schooner, you will 
thus save your money ; and if he should bum our 
houses, we shall, at least, be as well off as you, for 
we are not penniless ; but I will defy him, with all 
his crew, to attack our persons with success, if we 
are driven to fight him from the heights : so that, 
if the worst come, we shall save our lives and our 
money, and our liberty too ; for these much-valued 
negroes that surround me are free as I am, and I 
would rather risk my life for the preservation of 
their freedom than for my own wealth." 

Much of my conversation was to him a riddle : 
but he had something else to think of just then than 
the disentangling of riddles. After the return of 
Diego, who had fired his musket when he hauled 
down the colours, the captain proposed to wish us 
"good-night," that all might now retire to rest, and 
be up early in the morning to keep an eye on the 
brig. " That won't do, captain," said I ; ** we must 
watch all night. Two of your men shall go with 
mine, armed with a couple of muskets and four 
boarding-pikes, and row guard at the back of the 
promontory, lest the enemy should send in his boat 
to recoimoitre^ and, finding no one on the alert, sur- 
prise us. " The captain consented to my proposition, 
and sent two men on shore, and, having conferred 
with Diego and Xavier, they readily consented to 
go with them in the canoe and keep a lookout. I 
furnished the party, as I had proposed, with board- 
mg-pikes and firearms, not forgetting a supply of 
bsdl-cartridges ; and I directed them to take with 
them some food and the canteen. Being thus 
equipped, they put off in the canoe, which was a 
fine boat to row guard with. 

We could not think of sleeping, and the women 
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remained with us in the great hall, some provisions 
and a calabash of water being in readiness to take 
to the height, should we be driven to the extremity 
of retiring thither. About midnight we heard the 
report of muskets, which alarmed us not a little, 
so that we went out on the open ground before the 
house, where the captain and his remaining four 
men soon joined us, they having pulled off from the 
schooner in their boat the moment they heard the 
firing. I had two pikes left and one musket, and 
my pistols, which I quickly mustered together, wi^i 
half a dozen good felling-axes ; and gently whisper* 
ing my wife to stay with the women, I hastened 
with the captain and his men, followed by her pray- 
ers for my safety, to the boat, and, desiring them to 
row as quickly as possible to the assistance of the 
canoe, they obeyed without a word. We pulled 
lustily round the point, the firing being still kept up 
by a shot now and then. We soon joined the canoe, 
and saw the Spamsh boat about a cable's length out« 
side of her : they were both lying on their oars, ex- 
changing a shot now and then 'at each other. On 
our bommg up to the canoe, I was glad to find none 
in her wounded ; and the two sailors, all alert, cried 
out to me, ** We want to board them, but your peo- 
ple won't lay us alongside." " We will do it now," 
said I. '^ Give way^ my lads ! but don't fire a shot 
till we are within boat>hook's length of her ; then 
we will board and carry her." We instantly pulled 
out abreast, and I ordered the canoe not to go ahead 
of us. The Spaniard kept on his oars a While, then 
gave us a few shots and pulled away. At- first he 
seemed to go from us, but from some cause or oth- 
er we soon gained on him, and presenliy were close 
to him; for he had stopped to load and fire, but, 
thank God, without effect, for not one of our men 
was hit. We were just about to return the compli- 
ment and board, when they cried for quarter, and 
we rowed up alongside, desiring the canoe, mean*: 
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vrlnle, to keep a few yards off^ with nniskets cocked. 
There were six sailors, an officer, and two soldiers 
in their boat. The officer gave up his sword, and 
we took the muskets and bayonets from the soldiers, 
also six other muskets which had been put into the 
boat fdr the crew, and all their ammunition. Hav- 
ing effected this, I told our prisoners, in an imperi- 
ous tone, that they might now return to their ship, 
but must beware how they fell into our hands agam 
on such an errand ; adding that, as it wa|i, I hardly 
knew how to excuse their conduct in firing on an 
English Tessei in sight of the English flag, when 
the two nations were at peace ! I had scarcely done 
speaking, when two of the crew exclaimed, *^ Mas- 
sa, take we." " Who are you 1" 1 replied. " Sail- 
or negers, sir ; we 'Mujians, sir : they take we, sir, 
and put we in boat, 'cause we row well, sir." " You . 
come into my boat then, and tell them to go, and 
never come near this place again," said L ^ Yes, 
massa," was the answer, as the two black fellows 
jumped joyously in by my side ; but they spoke too 
little Spanish to repeat what I had desired. I had 
forgot that I had an interpreter at hand, till Diego 
shouted forth very distinctly some words fai his sort 
of Spanish, which perhaps conveyed the meaning 
of aU I wished to say pretty accurately ; for the 
Spanish officer replied tnat ^Uhe schooner 'was a 
smuggler, and his commander had a right to take 
bsr." This Diego interpreted: to which I made 
him reply, " Within the limits of your own shore, 
but not under the flag of an English garrison." ** I 
think," said the officer, ** our captain will be sorry 
for the affair." "Very welli" I replied; "so he 
ought to be : Good<^night ;" and I instantly gave or- * 
ders to row towards the shore, the Spanish boat ta^ 
king the opposite direction. 
, TTie anxiety of my beloved wife now crossed my 
mind. I therefore^called the canoe alongside, made 
the two saUors in W take my place in the boat, and 
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Itlf^g into thein, we sprang forward like an ar- 
|0w. The moment I perceived my Eliza standing 
xfiffl the shore, I cried out with all my might, " All^s 
well !" to which she replied by repeating the same 
words. Almost in an mstant I was on the beach, 
and she ran forward to meet me. As soon as she 
could raise her head from my breast, and the power 
of speech returned, her first question was, " Is any 
one killed f*' " No, love !" "Is any one hurt r' 
^* Not one !" " Blessed be God," she repUed, " that 
blood has not been spilled^ even in our own defence !'* 
She took my arm, stnd silently, with full hearts, we 
Walked up to the house. A candle was biuning on 
t^ie taWe when we entered. " What have you got 
there, Edward V she asked, a little flush passing over 
her cheek. " The officer's sword," I replied : " we 
disarmed' them, and sent them back to their ship.*^ 
*' That was right," she exclaimed ; " that was as it 
should be." While we were thus conversing, Diego 
and Xavier were exciting scarcely less vivid emo- 
tions in their female auditory ; and, interested as I 
was in the feelings of nay dear wife, my attention was 
irresistibly drawn aside, at times, by the ridiculous 
gedticulations of Diego, and his ludicrous manner of 
miting Spanish md English together in his recital. 
■ In a short time the captain and his six men, to- 
gether with the two n^px> captives, arrived, bringing^ 
widi them our own weapons and eight Spanish mus- 
kets. . I directed them all to come in, and, as there 
wer^ no seats for the men, requested them to sit on 
the floor. Rota was ordered to place before them 
the provisions which had been collected fdr our re- 
treat to the prcmiontory, and, after they all were re«> 
freshed, tiie captain's crew were sent on board, ta- 
king the two Hermudians with them for the night. 
The captain and myself now took some refreshment, 
and by th« time we had finished the day began to 
dawn. " Up, Diego," said I, " and be ready to hoist 
our colours and fire a musket at sunrise : the Span* 

U 
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iard must see -we are not asleep." Diego had Bota 
little of what the French call " V esprit de corps :" in 
a moment he caught up the musket, examined it to 
see if sdl was right, and set off for the Hagstaff. Ex-* 
actly as the sun rose he discharged his piece ; and 
as he hoisted the ensign, perhaps, stout-hearted as 
he was, he wished a )safe voyage to our enemy, ho- 
ping to see him no more. 

In about an hour he returned to us. " Well, Die- 
go," said I, " is the Spaniard gone 1" " No, sir," he 
replied ; " no gone— sail all up— wait for Seabreeze." 
" I reckon that is just the case," observed the cap- 
tain ; '* and now, if you please, I Will go on board 
and turn in." To this I assented ; and, as soon as he 
was gone, made my wife he down in the cot, while 
I piled up the arms in our own room, and disposed 
of the ammimition. She entreated me to take some 
rest ; but that, at present, I told her was impossible*: 
\ could not sleep till the enemy was fadrly off. I 
therefore 'directed Xavier and his wife to go up to 
the flagstaff, and sleep turn and turn about, so as to 
keep a sufficient lookout for the brig. They cheer* 
fully obeyed ; and I made Diego retire to his hut 
and lie down, his wife and daughter being both fast 
asleep on the floor in one comer of the hall. After 
this I went softly into our bedroom, to sit down qui- 
etly near my dear wife, and turn ovei* many important 
matters in my mind ; but she was awake, and saud, 
" You need not tread so softly, dear Edward ; I am 
not asleep. How happy I am that you rescued those 
two poor Bermudian negroes from the Spaniard! 
I suppose he would have sold them in the end*" 
" Very likely, dear," I replied ; " I «lso rejoice that 
they are here, for they will add strength to oUr little 
colony whether we go or stay." " That, too, is a 
good thing," she rejoined ; " for what a dreadful thing 
It would be for our poor negro friends here again to 
fall into the hands of their old masters !" 

In this way we talked until the morning was con* 
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siderably advanced, for Eliza could not close hor 
eyes, so awake was her spirit ; and for me, it OQly 
remained to seek jefreshment in a good bath and a 
change of linen. Rota and her daughter were now 
roused from their slumbers, and set about cleaning 
the hall and preparing breakfast. By thi^ time Xa- 
Tier and his wife returned from the flagstaff, bring- 
ing with them intelhgence that the Seabreeze had 
reached the g^arda-costa, and that she was going 
from us with all sail set. We were, therefore, now 
at rest. 

Diego next made his sippearance : he looked a lit- 
tle queer, from the flatigue and anxiety of the prece- 
ding day. I told him to go and bathe in the sea, 
change his clothes, and invito the captain to come 
on shore to breakfast, and also bring the Bermudians 
with him. He smiled at the idea of bathing and 
changing his clothes, but went away with his usual 
good-humour to do as I had bidden him. In half an 
hour the captain joined us at breakfast — a repast 
that would not have disgraced a Scotsman's board 
— ^flour-cakes and butter, plenty of egffs, fish, and 
coffee* The two Bermuda negroes stood in the hall 
by the door, and in reply to toy question if they were 
married, they answered *' No, sir," and laughed. I 
then asked them as to their capture by the Spaniard. 
They^aid that they belonged to Master Eliab Tuck- 
er, of Bermuda, and were taken in a schooner of his 
on the Spanish Main some months ago ; that their 
captain and his mate were now in prison at Cartha^ 
gena, but all the crew, consisting of negroes, had 
been sold except themselves, who were put on board 
the guarda-costa, from their being thought good sail- 
ors, and behaving i^emselves quietly and obedient- 
ly. " But," continued one of them, " I tank God, 
massa, we got away : tern Paniards bad fellers, sir." 
"Well, never mind what they are : you strive to be 
good, and that wiU show you really do thank God for 
your deliveraiw^e. I do not feel," added I, <* that it 
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IB my duty to send you back id your master at Ber^ 
muda, but if you desire to return to him, I will en- 
deavour to provide you with, an opportunity. If 3roa 
do not choose to go back, I think you are now under 
BO obligation to <ki so, for you are free men. When 
the Spaniard took you, Mr. Tucker lost his right 
over you; and now that. I have taken you from the 
Spaniard, I freely give up any right I may have «c^ 
quired in you. I therefore do not hesitate to tell 
you that you are free, but I will not ventore to tell 
you that the laws of Bermuda may not speak others 
¥ri8e. So, if you should go back to that island, do 
not be surprised if the authorities there should give 
no heed to any manumission I might give you.'^ 
They understood me perfectly, and thanked me over 
and over again, saying they would do anything 
I desired. " Very well," said I, " we will talk over 
the matter by-and-by.'* I now called Diego, and told 
kim to take care of the men, and treat them weU, 
and that, for the present, they must live vnth htift 
and Xavier. ^' What are your names?" said I, aid- 
dressing mvself again to the Bemuidianft. *' Jack- 
Martin, sir," answered one, and " Jemmy Purdy" the 
oither. *' Oh, you aire ChristiafiSj then, I {nresuroe,^^* 
I replied. " (Mi, yes, massa, you see we have two 
name." " Were you ever baptized V said I. " No, 
sir," answ^*ed Jack Martin; ^^we no more Christian 
except have two name," " Oh, very well," I rejom-^ 
ed ; *^ go with Diego, and we will talk more on tl^ 
another day." They made some very low bows, to 
the great amusement of Diego, who was himself na. 
mean proficient in that art, and retired. Jack Mar- 
tin was a tail young man, with fine features, a|>- 
proaching to the Kuropean, but his skin was black* 
as jet : Jemmy Purdy was rather short and ugly, bai 
seemed very good tempered. 

After they were eone I turned to the captain, and 
asked what his plans were now the coast waft 
elear* " I am bound for the Chesapeake," he re% 
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plied; "but Ijhe schoonei leaks so bad, I cannot 
venture to put to sea without looking^ at her bottom, 
and. to. do that we must heave her down." ''You 
shsdl not want assistance,'^ I replied ; " look out for 
a p^ace that, will suit your purpose, and let me 
know." 

After breakfast he went along the beach in his 
boat, and in djbont an hour returned, telling me he 
thought the best place would be the southern side 
of the rocky point, near the run of water. ** Very 
well," said I, "set about the work at daylight to- 
morrow morning ; and, meanwhile, lend me a couple 
of your ^^ds, to assist in transferring some casks 
pf provisions from a dwellingrhouse to a store tliat 
we have just finished." " I may do that," he repUed, 
"for the other four men can keep the schooner 
dry." Diego was now ordered to remove all the 
barrels from his house to the store, which he said 
he could soon do, with the assistance of the two 
sailors from the schooner and the two Bermudians. 
Leaving him at his work, I directed Xavier to keep 
in attendance on me ; and then, giving my wife my 
arm, and accompanied by the captain, we walked 
through the woodland region to the plank house. 
" This place," said I, " captaih, will do to stow your 
cargo in : what is it 1" " Nothing but cacao in 
bags," he replied. " Well," said I, " what this 
house won't hold, you must cover over on the beach 
with a sail." 

I was occupied in making some arrangements for 
the better security of our livestock during the re- 
mainder of the forenoon, and about two o'clock we 
returned to the plank house and dined. 

Before sunset the provision casks were all re- 
moved to the storehouse, from Diego's dwelling, 
which he gave up in the most courteous manner to 
the crew of the schooner, merely remarking that he 
hoped, as I had been so kind to them, they would 
behave themselves well. The captain said he would 
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answer for that. " And so will I too,** I added ; <• fbl* 
it shall be my business to make such arrangements 
as will prevent them fVom conducting themselves 
improperly, at least towards us." 

Friday, 14th. The schooner was hauled along*- 
* side the rock, and the people commenced unloading. 
I sent for the captain to breakfast, during which he 
asked ine to assist him with my people. I told him 
they were all free, but I would speak to them on 
the subject, and, if they helped him, he must settle 
with them at the same rate he would pay for labour 
at Norfolk. To this, after some hesitation, he- 
agreed. '^As far as depends on myself, «^aptain,** 
said I, " you and your men shall receive all possible^ 
aid and hospitality.'* The two negro houses, indeed,' 
were given up, the one to the captain, the other ta 
the crew, while the plantation shed was fitted up 
for my own men, and the women slept in the g^at 
hall. I consulted Diego and Xavier in rega^ to 
this arrangement, and ^ey cheerfully concurred in 
it. A good deal of the cargo was got out, and ca^ 
ijed to the plank house the next day, and hieanwhOe 
the women made preparations for the Sabbath. 

Sunday, 16th. In cqpversing with the captun the 
preceding evening, I found t)iat he intended to con* 
tinue his work on the Sabbath ; but on this, after 
pointing out its impropriety, I put my decided nega- 
tive. 

At ten o'clock every one was summoned to pray, 
ers, which we endeavoured to make as imprei^ive 
as possible; but there was little attention and no 
devotion, except on the part of our old neffro friends: 

At noon a good dinner was given to all nands, and 
at one the captain came and dined with us. After 
dinner he strolled about, while my dear Wifp and I 
remained within, reading the Bible ; but in a little 
time he came back for his coffee and cigar. I can-^ 
not say we were either much entertained or edifre<) 
by his conversation: he spoke of the blacks as if 
iaejr were merely beasts of burden. 



^ While we wdre talkii^, Diego was treating tike 
schooner's crew to some of hia cigars ; but, uiUuci:-» 
ify, the captain ha4 allowed his men to bring rum qq^ 
lediore, wil£K>ut saying anything to me i^out it : cqq* 
sequently, they became very noisy, and ^eic sable 
host broke up the entextainmeht, and came to me 
with a report of the state they were in^ I was 
greatly displeased, and on the instant rebuked Di- 
ego fbr allowing rum to foe introduced among themt 
requesting the captain, at the seme timej never to 
give them one dh)p beyond their allowance as long> 
as they remained here, fQr intoxicated men were not 
to be governed. *' I guess 'tis no rum of mine," he 
replied, *> but some of their own stuflf, that they have 
no other chance to drink but in harbour on Sun- 
days." I could not restrain my indignation at this 
l»eply, and said to him with warmth, ^ No one shall 
drink rum here on Sundays, sir! I teU jrou that." 
He offered a sort of apology, amounting to little 
more than that the rum was not his, which I could 
have believed without his making so much ado U^ 
substantiate it. After this he soon* took his leate ; 
and, in truth, my dear wife and myself were so 
heartily sick of these strangers, that we wished . 
them gone, and safely anchored in the waters of the 
Chesapeake. 

In the course of the ensuing week the schooner was 
hove down. Part of the fal9e keel was found gone, 
and a plank in the bottom had been pierced through 
by the rocks on wMch she had 8tru.dc. The captain 
came to me in great distress at these disasters, for h^ 
had neither carpenter nor carpenter^s toolson board. 
^ The condition of your vessel," said I, somewhat 
austerely, *' woidd be likely to detain you here longer 
than the observance of the Sabbath, were you left to 
your own resources ; but all shall be done for yov 
that you may require ; and I hope, should you be 
here another Sunday, I shall see no more of any 
disposition to violate it.'^ He seamed to be rather 
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ashamed of himself, if I did not mistake the fee&ig 
his embarrassment expressed. I now sent for Xa- 
vier, and desired him to take a couple of felling*axes, 
and go with the captain in. his boat to some place 
most likely to afford long, straight, h8u:d trees, suit- 
able for a false keel, ; to take his measure before he 
went, and bring away two. or more trees, as might 
be needed. Xavier immediately proceeded to exe- 
cute my orders, while I employed myself on board 
the brig in huntinff up some clothes for our two new 
colonists, in which I was tolerably successful, and 
in Tisiting the cave with my dear wife, to see that 
all was safe there. 

The captain made his appearance a little before 
sunset in high spirits, telling us that he had got two 
capital sticks, which they had cut on the opposite 
shore, and hoped he would now soon be ready for 
sea. ^' Are you diiving for a market," said I, " or is 
it for a new freight that you are so anxious tp pro- 
ceed on your voyage V " Why," replied he, "loss 
of time is loss of money ; I am paid by the run out 
and home, and not so much for freight ; the vessel 
is my own, and every day's delay is time lost to me, 
which I might employ profitably if the voyage were 
finished." '' Oh ! now I understand you," I answer- 
ed ;'' I see how it is ; and since you have told me 
that the vessel belongs to yourself, no time sh^ be 
lost in repairing her for you. Every assistance shall 
be given to your.men, and! will pay my people for 
doing it, as perhaps you are not very hch." He re- 
plied with some 'feeling, saying I overpowered him 
virith my generosity ; that he had a wife and family ; 
and though, besides the schooner and the two thou- 
sand dollars he had with him, he owned a little farm, 
yet times were hard. He now seemed a little hu- 
manized. 1/ dropped the subject for the present, 
and after he had taken his cigar we wished each 
other " Good-night." 

When he was gone I said. to Ehza, *^ Money is, no 



ddtdb^ this man's, jdol. There will be no difficulty 
in inducmg hizn to go to Jamaica, if We wis^ ; but I 
vriU not start thid project to him until his vessel is 
repaired ^md reloaded." From this time tiU the end. 
of the week everything went on orderly, ^and oui 
Sunday the day v^a observed by the new-comers 
with some appearance af devotion. 

The false keel being* quite ready on Monday, it: 
was fixed in its. place the niext day ; on Wednesday, 
a new piece of plai|k that I furnished was put in, 
and aU well caulked and paid-befbre night, and on 
Thursday they were fausjr in putting the bags of car: 
coaonboavd. 

While 8ittm|r alter dinner^ I said to my guest, 
'* How long nug^ it take a good sailing vessel to 
beat up from this place to Kingston V "I can^ 
say exactly," he repned; '^ I guess about three wee^, 
;more or less, as the tradewind might veer. " ** Well, 
jiow, if it is a fkir question," I rejoined, '^ what may 
you have for tjne run from Norfolk to Santa Martha 
and back V^ *^ Why," said: he, "six hundred dollars ; 
it should be seven hundred^ but then I made more 
than that l^ the black fellow» I bought at St. Do- 
mingo on my way; and I; had need, tor I shipped 
two extra hands oa their account; four and myself 
a#e men enough for the schooner." " Pray," con* 
tinned I, ** what time did von aXlow yourself for the 
run, a» you call it V' ^' Way,'' said he, " three months 
at the longest ; but i sha'nH do it now in that time.'' 
"Well, now," said i, '^ after all this, will you under* 
take to give me up your cabin for my wife and my- 
self, and some money, to be landed at Kingston, and 
wait there three days, to see whether I can pur* 
chase a smaM vessel to bring me back here, to save 
the tog and her cargo 1 aod for this trq) I will give 
you half the amount you would receive for your 
three months^ run." " That would be three hundred 
and fifty dollars," he replied. " No," said I ; " three 
hundred doUaxs." " I will think of it»" he answered. 
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" and let you kno\r in the afternoon." He then went'' 
away, and returned a little before coffee-time. ^ I 
have been thinking over your offer," said he, " and. 
have a mind to take it ; but I am a£raid it will break 
my charter-party." My dear wife, who hitherto had 
preserved silence while he^ and I were discussing 
the subject, was now so indignant that she could 
not refrain from speaking : '' You seem to forget," 
said she, " that the Spaniard would have pretty ef- 
fectually broken your charter-party, and reduced 
' vou and yours to l>eggary, if my brave and generous 
nnsband here had not saved you." After uttering 
this just reproof, she got up and walked into the ad* • 
joining room. The fellow was struck dumb ; but, 
at len^ recovering himself a little, he stammered 
out, ** Well, I think I ought to run all risks to oblige 
you ; for, as your wife says, it would certainly have 
been all up with me but for you and your people. 
So I will undertake to land you at Kingston, with 
any money you may take in the cal»n, on the terms 
you propose | but we should have a written agree- 
ment." " Certainly," said I, " two ; one for you and 
one for me. But now, if I take one of my men with 
me, what virill you charge for his passage ?" '* I 
donH know," he answered ; " will ten dollars be too • 
much 1" " No," I rejoined ; " I will pay it if he goes^ 
and ten for a woman, if my wife chooses a female 
attendant." I now got pen, ink, and paper, and. 
without delay wrote an agreement, which he cop- ; 
ied, and we duly signed them both, he taking the 
one written by me, and I the one written by him. 

Soon after coffee the captain took his leave* I 
instantly made known to E^^sa the bargain I had 
made, and then sent for Diego. He came, and I 
opened the business to him. He was not a little 
astonished, but supposed it must all be rig^t, coming 
from me, and I bade him return at simrise the next 
day, and bring Xavier and the two Bermudians with 
lum. When we retired to tosX, my iii»^x ^wVSa 'WJd. 
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ftiyself prayed to be gaided by that God who never ^ 
had forsaken us, and after thiis turned the matter^ 
over, with all its circumstances, in our minds, the 
continued comfort ahd security of our adopted fam-* 
ily beingf near to our hearts. 

Friday, ^8th. We were up at daylight, and dress- 
ed, ready to receive our people.- We had talked 
over the subject, and concluded it was best to give 
Mira in marriage to one of the Bermudians before 
leaving our little establishment, and I determined on 
making the proposal at once to the damsel and her 
parents. When the people arrived, and were stand- 
ing respectfully before us in the great hall, I told 
them in a few words that I was going to Jamaica 
for the purpose of buying a schooner to bring back 
here, and adso to collect a crew for the brig, to refit 
her ; and added that I wished to take one or two of 
them with me. They all immediately volunteered. 
" I have concluded to take Diego," I said, " and shal} 
have occasion for only one more ; and if you wiU 
leave it to me, I will choose." To this they cheer- 
fully assented. I took Diego aside into the store- 
room, and requested my wife to call inRota. " You 
have heard," I said, ''what I am going to do ; and I 
think, Diego, ^e must take one of our Bermudians 
with us." " Me tink so, sir," he replied. " Well, 
then," I resumed, " Mira is a comely young woman, 
and if she would have no objection to accept one of 
those clever fellows for a husband, I will marry 
them before I go, and we will take the other witn 
us, and let him find a wife for himself at Kingston.'* 
Diego and Rota both laughed heartily, agreeing at 
once to the proposal ; but my wife desired Rota to 
bring in Mira, and ask her if she would like either 
of the Bermudians fqr a husband. When the ques- 
tion was put to the girl, she courtesied, and said she 
would rather go wi& her seiiora to Jamaica. Eliza 
thanked ^r very graciously for this mB.xk. Ck^ V^v 
attachment^ but told her il co\3kV<^ xloxXm^n %NcSs.^"^osk. 
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must endeavour to make herself happy in knowi^g^ 
her affection was properly estimated, as she wotM 
find on her mistress's return^ The poor girl cried 
a good deal) and yre left her and her parents togeth- 
er. While they were commuening, I told Xavier to 
make up an account of how many days he and the 
others had worked on the schooner, and bring it to 
me after breakfast. By the time I had finished my 
directions to him, Diego and Rota reappeared in the 
hall with their daughter, who now locked much 
abashed. The mother whispered something to my 
wife, who agam whispered to me that Mira had 
chosen Jack Martin. On hearing this, I got up and 
called Martin out. I asked him if he woi^ Mke 
to settle here, and marry Mira^ and live as we liyed* 
*.* Yes, sir," he replied, " would like it. Me like yo«> 
sir ; me like the place ; me like Mira : her fiader ^xiA 
moder very good people^ and she very good girl ; 
me be very happy!" " Very well, Martin," said I, 
** I will marry you on Sunday." We then returned 
to the hall, the particulars ^ete aU agreed iqx>n, 
and the party retired. 

The captain came to breakfast, mid when it was 
over 1 sent for Purdy and Diego. **^Purdy," daid I, 
" if you would like to go with me to J^onaica, and 
return with me hither, I will ti^e you; and if you 
should find a freed-woman there that will marry 
you, I will bring you back together; or if you are 
not so fortunate, I will buy a wife for you from a 
slaveship^any one you may choose.*" " Will go, 
|uid come back with you, sir," he replied ; " and 
will do as please God." " That is well said, Purdy," 
bbserved my dear Eliza ; '^ I believe tbou art a sin^ 
gle-hearted, honest fellow." ^* T^uik you, ma'am," 
said he ; " you very good to think black man good." 
**Well," I added, "this is arranged, then: go ; and I 
shall want you again by-and-by." He made a low 
how, and retired. good-nature and ]0dness of 
he&rt, what blessings do ye impatl Xo "^ovKt "^JOA&ieftai- 
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Ofs, and to all acround ihem, even when ye are 
found among those tniscalled the outcasts of the hu-> 
man race ! I felt happy in thinking I should have 
' this honest fellow wi^ me. 

After Purdy withdrew I sent for Xavier, who was 

ready with his account. He had charged eight 

dollars for himself, and six for each of the other 

men, making altogether twenty^ix dollars, which I 

thought very reasonaUe ; and, desiring him to call 

•again with his feUow^woikmen, after dinner, I paid 

' them all before the oaptam, out of some money I had 

brought from Jamaica. When they were gone, the 

captain said it was great generosity on my part, and 

he should never forget it. But, notwithstanding this 

iine speech, when I told him I intended to take 

Purdy along with Diego, he (Mscovered no disposi* 

lion to remit the ten dollars for his extra passen- 

-ger; and as, fortunately, money was no object to 

-me^ I only pitied the man for being so completely 

' its slave. 

'By Saturday noon t\Se cargo was neaily all on 

• Iwaxd. I now pur^bsesed from tiie captam three 

r>kiii^ diliis cacao for a doubloon each, giving one 

-bag to Rota for the use of thtf people, and locking 

up the other two in the storeroom of the house. 

■ During the afternoon we put on boaidthe hencoops 
■' from the brig, with about a dozen youngs .fowls and 

ducks; also some biscuit, butter, yams, pumpkins, 

■ and melons, and a due portion of groimd coffee and 
sugar. All this being done, the captain wished to 
sail the next morning (Sunday) ; but to this I would 
not consent. I told him I had three days given me 
by the charter-party ; that the coming Sabbath should 

- go as one ; and that on Monday we would weigh an- 
chor with the' first of the Seabreeze. He pressed the 
thing no farther, and it was determined we shoijdd 
sail as I proposed. 

In this short interval I had many thin^gs to 'da^ 
And did them. ' I v^rote ceT\A&c^x<^ ol Sx^^^soiVst. 
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each person in the island, to be left with them, and 
gave instractions to Xavier and Rota how every 
thing was to be dcme durii^ my absence. The Ber- 
mudians, meanwhile, brought me the measure of 
the remaining mast and yards of the brig, to enable 
me to select suitable spars at Jamaica, to supply the 
pla^e of those carried away in the storm, as also a 
cemplete suit of sails. I left the firearms, pikes, &c., 
in Xavier's keeping, together with some ammuni- 
tion, charging him not to use them but for self-pres- 
ervation, taking only my own pistols and the sword 
I had received from the Spaniard. Thus by the even- 
ing all our arrangements were completed, and no- 
thing remained but the embarcation of ourselves, oar 
cot, trunks, and money. 

Sunday, 2d March. We endeavoured to draw all 
hearts round us this day in prayer, and the stran- 
gers seemed mo^ disposed to the exercises of de- 
votion than heretofore. After divine service. I eol- 
emnized the marriage of Martin and Mira, and strove 
to impress them with the sanctity of the vows they 
had reciprocsdly taken. I had got over my clericid 
scruples by calling to mind that the law of England 
recognised any man as a minister who had a congre- 
gation ; and that justices of the peace, and other pub- 
lic functionaries in our colonies, were considered 
competent to perform the marriage ceremony : thus 
there was neither clergyman nor lawyer at the Bay 
of Honduras, the magistrate being both priest and 
judge. 

I ordered a plentiful dinner for the whole party, 
and, that we might separate for awhile under cheer- 
ful impressions, I added- coffee and cigars. Having 
spent the day in a way satisfactory to all, I suggest- 
ed that they had better retire early to rest, which 
was instantly complied with. Diego and Rota took 
up their lodgings in the great hall, as I should want 
them both before daylight. My dear wife and I 
closed the Sabbath with prayex aniiXlDk:diik&%v\\£L!% to 



SEAlirAltD's KilBRATITB. 943 

our heavenly Fatl^er, .entfeatii% him to continue 
towards us the fayour of his divine grace and pro- 
tection ; and now, when we were al]^ut to use the 
riches he had placed in our hands, that he would 
guide us in. all things relating to their appropriation : 
we had many things to think of, and sat up all the 
night in conferring about them. 

About an hour after midnight we arranged our 
tn^lk8, and tied up the bag of doubloons in two 
strong handkerchiefs. TMs done, I awoke Diego 
and his ^ife, and^iuietly said to them,/' You must 
QQW go with us to bring my money, for we must 
place it in the plank house by daylight, ready to be 
put on board the schooner in the morning.*' Eliza 
gave Rota half a dozen candles and the tinder-box, 
and I had got ready for the occasion some small 
rope, a hammer and nails, a piece of cane bruised at 
one end for a brush, and the mk-bottle. Thus equip- 
ped, we made our way by moonlight to the thicket, 
through which we passed into the cave, and struck 
a light. I immediately commenced taking down the 
stones from the side, to the great surprise of Diego, 
but he soon began to assist me. In a few minutes 
th^ entrance hole was cleared, and I crept through 
it into the inner cavern, when Eliza handed me a 
lighted candle, and then she, with our faithful do- 
mestics, immediately followed. I proceeded instant* 
ly to nail down the large box, containing the various 
ynrought articles of value, and, soon completing the 
job, Diego and myself lashed the box rqund with 
rope, and 1 marked it E. S. We then proceeded to 
cord the thirteen boxes that held the doubloons, 
which I marked in the same manner, adding their 
numbers in Roman figures, from I. to XIII. This 
work occupied us for three hours, and after it was 
finished we found, from the weight of the boxes, that 
^ much additionsd time would be required to get them 
out. After a moment's thought, however, I sent 
Diego foj!^a plank, and by tto i»ft«s»^^ «5csNs2«i?i '^tfv- 
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complished it. WHbn the treasure was all got out, 
we replaced tbe stones, and I charged our friends 
never to mention tlus recess to any one, as it might' 
again serve some impdrtant purpose : they made me 
a j^omise of strict silenci^ on the subject. / 

By dayMght we had carried all the boxes to the 
plaiik house, the large chest being the least heavy 
of the wholOi '*GOy Dieeo," scud I, "and take a 
hasty leave of your friends : we will stay here till 
voa return; but you, Rota, hurry home and get 
Breakfast for us." Diego soon returned, and I leit> 
him in charge of -the bo!xes, with Erections not to- 
quit the spot tim sent Xavier to assist him in put- 
ting them on board. 

Oppressed with care, ray de to wife and myself 
now walked once more tm'ough that wpodlanfl ife- 
gion where we had so often Strayed with joyous 
and light hearts, with no other companion than our 
faithful Fidele, smd no ajmety but for the' growth of 
our pumpkin and melon beds. Now we were en- 
cumbered by riehes, knd filled with solicitude in re* 
gard to those whom Providence had connected with 
us. As weT approached bur dwelling, we gazed on 
the silk-cotton-tree with a sigh, under whose friend- 
ly shade we had so often reposed in uncMsturbed fe- 
licity, thinking l^at possibly we might never repose 
there again. But the gathering of our people around 
US awoke us from our revery : we paid our compli- 
ments to the newly mairied couple, suid I talked aside 
with Xavier on many points to which I directed his 
attention. 

While at breakfkst the captain came on shore, 
and we hastened to embark. Xavier lashed up our 
cot; he and Martin corded the trunks; and then, 
putting ray pistols in my belt, and taking the spy- 
l^'lass m my hand, with my dear Eliza leaning on 
my arm and Fidele closely following her, I found 
wyseU m a few minutes in the boat. Mpst of our 
tbmgawere already on board, «»i -wq WxL\«%fihAd 
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the vessel. Wben we anived^with our luggage^ 
the captain sui^sed all was there, as one of uie 
^trunks was rather heavy ; but I told him the money 
was yet to be brought, I now sent Xayier and the 
two Bermudians to Diego at the plank house, to as- 
sist him in bringing the boxes on board, with a 
charge to Rota to remain there till they were aU 
away. I kept the deck, while my dear wife went 
below to see. that the boxes were safely stowed in 
the cabin ; and, when they were all dowA, I went 
below myself and counted them, after which I lock- 
ed the cabin door. 

We were now all on deck, and the, schooner was 
hauled out, with, our canoe alongside. As we were 
about to set sail, my wife and I took an affectionate 
leave, of our friends that were to be left behind. 
The women wept bitterly, while my dear Eliza en- 
deavoured to comfort them by a faithful promise, 
should it so please God, speedily to return ; and, 
with our parting blessing, we enjoined upon them 
to keep the Sabbath with all possible holiness. Be- 
ing now uuder way, Xavier and Martin were desired 
to land the women, and then follow us to sea in the 
canoe until we should haul down our colours. We 
went out with a fine breeze, and, after rounding the 
piromontorjr, I requested the captain to proceed un- 
der easy sail till we gQt clear of the reefs and shoals. 
I took the sketch I had made from my pocket, and 
carefully noted the landmarks for the channel as we 
went along, causing the lead to be hoy e every now 
SAd then to mark the soundings. We continued to 
stand on nearly due south, edging away or hauling 
up occasionally to avoid a shoal, for nearly three 
hours, leaving the canoe considerably astern ; and, 
as I saw no occasion to take the poor fellows far- 
ther out to sea* we hauled down our colours and 
they returned, at which time we might have be^n 
twelve or fourteen miles from the land, with shoals 
and breakers extending as fax aa^^ ^qxISl^ ^^^C'oKai^ 
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east and w«6t of iss. At twelve o'clock we toofc 
an observation, making our latitude 14° 3(K nordt. * 
About 2 P.M. we had brought the broken water to* 
the westward abaft the bearn^ the promontory bear* 
ing N. i E., distant aboui eight leagues ; that height, 
and the high bluffs of the westernmost island, dsp» 
pearing ]ike two rocksi We now edged away to- 
the westward, and presently brought these two land* 
diarks into cote, which I now set at N.N.E. Find> 
ing broken water still abaft the beam^ we kept away 
west, and gradually hauled to the wind on the stam 
board tack, havioig brokcfn water upon the beaan tiU» 
nearly sunset, by which time we saw nothing but a 
clear sea aU around us. We continued to stand on<^ 
1^ same tack the whole night ; but about ten o'clock 
we passed oyer the tail of a sandbank, where the 
water broke a little, and oa the edge of which there 
was but three fathoms 'waters After this escape, 
we thought it prudent to keep the vessel away a 
little; but the night being clear, and nothing fike 
broken water to he seen, we aigain hauled to the; 
wind and stood on till daylight, when we went about 
on the other tack, imd at noon we saw the land 
again, bearing S.E., distant about seven leaguesy 
with a great deal of intermediate broken water. 
We stood on towards the land for an hour, when we 
discovered a hummock in the distance ; but liie wa- 
ter shoaled, and obliged us to taok. In an hour I 
requested the captain to go about again, and, as we 
were working to windward to get up to Jamaic^^ it 
was all the same to him, so he stood on the other 
tack until we broiifiht the distacft easternmost hum- 
mock to bear south, and then shut it in, by which I 
wa3 satisfied we were off tiie north end of the isl- 
ands, and that the hummock I saw in the distance 
was our dear promontory. I requested the captain 
tQ continue to work to windward by tacks of sm 
hour all the afternoon, to give me an opportunity 
of taking notes and sketcl^ea maxkifii% \k^ diffev^et 



^ : of |h« la94) but before the sun wan 

mi we ]^ her head tot th$ naxthwfiid. s^ took 
kave^oi^the isknd. 



>«*4. 



CHAPTER Mh 

^ - - > 
It was a peerleea n^iht, the. a;sui^ canopy abore 
UB^ 8t^ddedllath tJMMisaiida of ataro, appearing; trans- 
oe][idi9nUy*loT/eljr, and diutuig the greater part of it 
we walked the (kck: when^ at length, we ^Qspendr 
ed to our cabin, we left the captain in full expectar 
tion. of being able to fetch the west end of Jamaica 
without making a tack, if the wind should continoe. 
steady. ' 

On thoi following day the breeze. wa& les^^ favour- 
aJUe, but at the. expiration, of a week we ma^ the 
higU^uida above« the Blu^dkte^ From hence we- 
b^ to. windward, taking advan^ge of the landbreeze 
by ni^ht, and oa tJie tenth day aifter takjyag our de* 
pSvtuie from the islands, tiie schooner dropped an- 
dhoE at Kingston. This was on We^es<£iiy) thpi 
ISth day of Marolk 

I lost no, time in writing a node to Mr. Dickin9Pn» 
and despatched Poidy with it : he soon returned with, 
a clerk, who told me that Mr. Dickinson was dead, 
but that hosebiployer, Mr; Green, who now occupi- 
ed the. pvemisee, h^d much of Mr. Didkinson^s busjr. 
ness, and would be happy to do anything foe me that) 
I wished. I vepUed thai: I had acmie boxeft of moQr 
e^ to put in. ss^e-keeping, and that \ would thank 
bim to take commodious lodgings for myaelfj j^yi 
wife, and two servimta, is near to the wa^r ai» pQS- 
sible, lor the better accommodatioa of busiciess. Af- 
ter leceiving his promise to execute my wiab^^^^V 
sent Puidj with Mm, and m atool ^a\tfraiX^^T'^^ 
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turned. He had taken lodg^ng» for me m Kmg" 
street, not very far up, and, if I pleased, I might hare 
all the house except one room, winch the owner, a 
brown lady, wished to reserve for herself. The 
schooner was now hauled to the wharf, and in about 
an hour all the boxes were landed. When this was 
done I gave each of the crew a dollar, for which 
tiiey were very grateful ; and I told the captain to 
call on me before sunset, and I would pfay him his 
freight. The boxes with the treasure, as well as 
our trunks and cot, were removed to. our lodgings 
with my usual caution; and seeing ourselves, with 
our faithftd little dog and our heavy charge, all to^> 
gether here in safety, we felt thankful to God for his^ 
continued protection. 

The good woman of the house undertook to pro- 
vide dinner and everj^lmig else we poight require, at' 
a moderate charge ; and, as there were but threes 
sleeping-rooms besides her own, with a front and 
back dining-room, I took the whole, not choosing to 
have any other occupants admitted. The captain 
came on shore not a great while after, and was ex- 
ceedingly civil when I paid him Ms money. ! 

He soon took his leave, hugging the bag of dol- 
lars under his left arm, while he shook my hand' 
with the other. My dear wife never felt eordial to^. 
wards him, and said little at parting except that she 
hoped he would find his family, all well on his le-: 
turn. 

We had spent the day at home, and alter coffee 
in the evemng were truly happy to retire to ow^ 
chamber. Our boxes were stowed in the comer of 
the room, at the foot of the bed ; yet our minds 
were rather uneasy about them, notwithstanding wo^ 
felt they were in a place of safety. 

In the morning we awoke refreshed, and I ar* 
ranged with my dear wife that she should remain ai 
home to keep an eye on the treasure until I could 
mak^ some disposition of it. 
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Alter. bt^akfftst, taking Purdy with m^^ and- leav- 
ing Diego to keep guard with his mistress, I called 
9$;- Mr. Green's store,, and found him in. I told him 
tint I wished to purchase a schooner of about a him- 
dved^and twenty tons burden, and a yariety, of thang^ 
anojBig which waS: a mainmast in. pieces, with other 
spars, and a complete suit of sails, for a brig that- 
had been stranded*, and that I should want to hire> 
a^cafitain^ and a; crew of eight men, iocluding the 
mate ; and if he would assist me in these matters, t 
would pay him his commission, to all which he read* 
tiSf agreed. 

Af&r aocomplishittg thus ihnch, I returned to our. 
fafjdjp^ags to write ja note to the admiral's secretary,, 
vduphjfsenjt.by Pnrdy, with a person to show hinii 
tbe.way^ t merely stated in this that £ was about" 
shipping a. considerable sum of money, to .Ei^land«; 
and .wi^etd. to. be informed if any man^f-'war would 
be soon going, and .whetiierthe admiral would ordwr) 
tb» m^nejto he reeeivM/On freight Iwas soon: 
i^0|ured'wit& a very civil re{dy, in which it wa&in^ 
t^aited ^nit there would be such an opportunity ia 
a short time, but that the admiral coiild not orders 
any sum nnder ten thousand doUaars to be received 
iM charge, of any of his majesty's. officers: he therof^ 
fyxe requested to know what sum I proposed to remits 
F sent back a reply by tha messenger, stating that^ 
if the ship werci a frigate, I would send by her afoouti 
JSiiMQQi and as it would be all in gold, the captain. 
wouio sujOfer .little inconvenieiice from its bulkv 1m 
&e. course, of the afternoon a reply was brought,, 
saying that the a4miral's secretary and the cap&ia 
Of 'the Scdebay would wait on me the next mom-« 
iog. In the evening Mr. Green appeared with a Mr.^ 
Sinn, a shipbuilder, and I gave him the dimensions 
0£ the imast, spars., sails, &c., and requested he would 
httire them dU ready ia a fortnight, which he promr*' 
ised should be done. 

lB:the monung, about nib!ie o'clock, the naval gen- 

H9 
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Uemen made their appearance, and in a short time 
we entered on matters of business. '* I understand, 
sir," said the secretary, ^^you intend shipping ta 
England about forty thousand pounds in gold. Cap- 
tain James will sail in about ten days, and I private- 
ly communicate to you that he goes to Chatham ; 
so, if you wish the money to proceed to London, the 
opportunity is a good one." '' It will be so, sir," I re- 
plied; ''and now, gentlemen," said I, ''as a.mer- 
diant, you must pardon my proceeding in this mat- 
ter like a man of business : what will be the freiigfat t** 
" One per cent., sir," answered the secretary. " I|i 
fiill of all charges and consideralions," said I, in re- 
turn; "the money being in th6 captain's keepii^ 
until delivered on shore by him, to mj oider, at 
Chatham?" "Just so," they replied, smiling ; then, 
after a few niinutes' farther conversation, they in* 
formed me they would duly leti me know on what 
day the money would be sent for, and thflt, at the 
same time, a receipt would be given by Captain 
James, and memorandums exchanged specifying 
the conditions mentioned : ev^ythii^ being dearty^ 
understood, they withdrew. 

I now sat down and wrote a long letter to my udo 
ele at Bristol, relating all that had happened »to thO' 
brig and crew, and, ^th due ^fratitnde mentioning our 
own extraordinary preservation ; adding that fortune 
had thrown some money into my hands since our 
shipwreck, that I had embraced ue earliest oppor^ 
tnnity to get to Jamaica, where I was now provi* 
ding a mast, spars, and sails to refit the brig, and 
that, by the help of some other repairs, and a frei^ 
crew which , I meant to take with me, I hoped I 
should have her at anchor off Balize in' about a 
cou|de of months, when I would send him a faithful 
account of all disbursements. My dear Eliza, at 
the same time, wrote most affectionately to her isb* 
ther and sisters, and to mine. 
' The next morning I called cm Mr, Green, and told 
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him I wanted to purchase a bill of exchange for one 
thousand pounds sterling, which I was desirous to 
remit to London as a deposite. He said he would 
go with me to the paymaster-general, who would 
give me a bill, no doubt, but there would be a premi- 
um on it of ten per cent. He accordingly accom- 
panied me to the office of this gentleman, with whom 
I ajranged for the bills of exchange, and, as an ex- 
tra Bucket was to sail the next day, I begged to have 
theni the same evening: he shortly but civilly an- 
swered that I i^puld have them when I was pleased 
to call with the money. I therefore took my leave 
of MX' Green, thanking him for the trouble he had 
taken, and instantly returned to my dear wife, who 
^sisted me in counting out 300 doubloons from the 
bag we had placed in the trunk ; then turning out 
,ihe remainder into a stocking, I replaced the 300, 
and, taking the bag on my arm, went back to the 
paymaster's office : he calculated the difference of 
^exchange and preminm^-and then told me the sum to 
he paid was 4630 dollars. " That is right,'' I said, 
^ if you take the doubloons at sixteen dollars.'' 
" Certainly," he replied, " if not cobbed." I produ- 
ced my gold, which was the right kind, the cobbed 
money being unshapely and not milled. I coimted 
jiim out 289 doubloons, and he returned me four dol- 
lars, being the change, and then delivered me a set 
of bills on the British treasury for 1000/. sterling. 
I asked him what he thought of Perry's house in 
London to make a deposite with. ^^ None better," he 
rephed; so I took my leave, returning lighter in 
weight and in heart than I went, for all these opera> 
tions were attended with much anxiety. 

I now lost no time in \^ting to Perry, Child, and 
Co., Lombard-street, enclosing them the first of the 
set of bills, and advising them of a shipment of 
12,000 doubloons, to be made in a few days in his 
majesty's ship Solebay, Captain James ; which said 
12,000 doubloons would be consigned to their house. 
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ahd that they were to receive them from Captiaiti 
•James at Chatham, paying one per cent, for freight ; 
after which they were to mvest the gold to the best 
advantage in stock, in the name of Edwavd l^award, 
reserving in their hands JET 1 000 as a deposite to my 
credit. I also requested them to take care of the 
Ibank receipts for the money, and to send me their 
acknowledgment for them, with the accounts, by 
the first packet, foUbwed by duplicates in the next. 
"This beihg finished, and tne bill of exchange" spe- 
cially endorsed, I read the letter to my dear ^fe 
as sne stood by me, observing to her, "You per- 
ceive, love, I do not order this money to be insured : 
1 commit it to the waves, to be preserved or other- 
wise fbr us, as it may please Him who disposes aB 
events for good to those who seek to serve him.'* 
She replied, as she hung on my shoulder to listen to 
the letter, " My honoured huidband, wei hiave but olie 
mind in all things." 

It was nearly dinner-time, but I hastened off to 
post the letters, and returned, heartily glad to 
change my clothes, stod then sit down quietly with 
;my bosom friend to enjoy the ample board that was 
'Spread before us. 

Sunday, 16th. We dressed ourselves in our Sun- 
day clothes, which we found had not become alto- 
S ether unfashionable, except my waistcoats, the 
aps of which were quite diminutive, and without 
laqe or embroidery, so that I had ordei^ a couple 
of genteel Vests to be taade, one of wrhich I nbw 
■put on ; and the flaps, being fully in the mode, reach- 
Ted half way down my thigh, with pockets lai^ 
enough to hold a week's provision. At breakfast I 
received Ae acknowledgments of our two attend- 
ants in the new attire which 1 had ordered for th^iir, 
and in my own opinion they were much more con- 
veniently dad than their master. We desired v^cry 
much to go to church, but thought it would be im- 
prudent to leave so large a sum of money in a place 
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so insefcure : we therefore determined to hare pray- 
ers at home, and accordingly read the morning ser- 
vice. Our two men attended, and, by invitation, the 
brown lady made one of the congregation. Diego 
was, as usual, truly devout, and Purdy behaVed very 
Well; but our new friend sometimes laughed and 
sometimes yawned, and seemed heartily glad when 
our devotions were over; The heart of my dear 
wife bled at this manifestation of total darkness on 
the part of the poor woman ; and she said to me, 
" How happy should I be were I made the honoured 
instrument of bringing that poor soul to the knowl- 
edge of God !" 

About one o^clock Mr. Green called on us. My 
dear wife expressed her regret that we had not been 
able to go to church, but hoped we should have that 
happiness the next Sunday, and concluded by ask- 
ing how many churches there were in Kingston. 
He replied, " One, I beheve ; but I have never been 
in it." " Never been in it !" repeated Eliza, with sn 
emotion of surprise. " Oh no," he cooUy answered ; 
"scarcely any one here ever thinks of going to 
ehurch : we have too much to do, a^i^d I have only 
just shut up the stor^." She could scarcely believe 
ner ears ; for on this subject we had made no in- 
quiry, having on our former visit to the island arri- 
ved on one Sunday and sailed the next. Mr. Green 
sat a good while, and t invited him to stop to dinner. 
We gave him excellent fare, with which he seemed 
well pleased, but indulged in some light observa- 
tions on saying g^ce hefore dinner, which drew 
from my dear wire a rebuke that I think he will not 
soon forget. "It is a common remark," said she, 
" Mr. Green, that ingratitude is so base a crime that 
the man was never yet found who would acknowl- 
edge it ; and he wbto omits thanking thi& Creator 
and Giver of all things for the good he receives at 
his hands,' is surely liable to such imputation. This 
is my apology for that grace before dinner which 
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you seek to make a subject of ridicule/' He was 
quite confounded, and could make no reply for some 
time : at last he said there was somethmg pestilen- 
tial in the very atmosphere of Jamaica, for he was 
sure that in England he never would have ventured to 
say what he hs^. My wife mildly answered that she 
hoped he would not suffer all his early good habits 
to be destroyed merely by a change of place. He 
left us afte;* coffee, with but little regret on our parts, 
I must Sd^y, at his departure. 

Monday, 17th. I called on Mr. Green early in the 
morning on business. He very soon alluded to what 
my wife had said to him, and declared he felt much 
obliged to her ; adding, it ha4 made such an impres- 
sion on his mind, that he thought it would keep him 
on his guard in future. ^ After he had concluded 
what he had to say, I told him I wished him to make 
some inquiry about a Bermudian schooner that was 
for sale, and if he considered the price reasonable, 
and she should suit me, I would purchase her. About 
noon he sent his clerk to tell me that the owner of 
the vessel was at his counting-house, and if 7 would 
go with him I could see her. I accordingly went, 
and took Diegd and Purdy with me. She was a fine 
vessel, built entirely of cedar, and fully equipped for 
sea — her measurement one hundred and thirty tons. 
Returning to Mr. Green's counting-room, I asked 
the owner his price for her. " Four thousand dol- 
lars," he said. " I cannot give anything like that 
sum," I replied, and went away. He caUed on me 
several times during the week, constantly coming 
down a little, but stul asking too much. ^' What is 
the most you will give, then ]" said he. ^ " Three 
thousand dollars," I answered, " if the report of a 
ship-carpenter be satisfactory, and I am content 
with the inventory." No, he could not take that. 
But before the week expired he consented to do it, 
and brought the inventory of what belonged to her. 
Mr. Finn was sent to examine the vessel, her boats, 
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sails, cables, &c., &c., and being well satisfied, a 
conveyance was made out, the register handed over 
to me, and I paid the three thousand dollars. The 
vessel now being mine, I told Purdy he must take 
charge of her, and I slupped two free New-England 
negroes at five dollars a month. 

On Wednesday morning, the 19th inst.. Captain 
James, with the admiral's secretary and the master 
of the Solebay, called upon me, and eight of the 
boxes were brought out by Diego and myself into 
the saloon. I sent for a hammer and chisel, with 
whi<5h I soon opened the lids, Diego having quitted 
the room after they were uncorded. The doubloons 
w«re then counted and replaced, the boxes nailed 
up again, and Diego called in to re-cord them. I 
now delivered them to Captain James, taking his rcr 
ceipt, and signing a memorandum of agreement, the 
counterpart of one he had signed and ffiven me. 
The master went for the boaf s crew, wno carried 
away the cases of treasure to the boats in waiting, as 
lightly as though they had contained only so much 
ballast. I told the captain the name of the house in 
London to which the coin was consigned, and that 
I had written by the packet to advise them of th6 
shipment, but would write again by him, upon 
which he took his leave. 

Towards the end of the week I called on the pay- 
master of the forces again, and inquired if it woidd 
be convenient for him to draw on the treasury for 
any sum within five thousand pounds; he replied 
that it was quite convenient, and that I might have 
a bill for that amount, or any other within it. My 
answer %as that I should prefer taking the whole 
sum, and would bring the money on Saturday morn- 
ing. Accordingly, I made Diego carry one of the 
boxes with me to the paymaster's, where I opened 
it, and, untying: one of the bags, I took out twelve 
doubloons, saying, " Now in tins and the other bags 
you will find the sum right by giving me eight del- 
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lars change." Counting the n^oney and finding it 
as I told him, the paymaster delivered me bills at 
thirty days' sight on the treasury for JE^5000 sterling, 
and also the eight dollars change, when I took my 
leave. 

I now purchased an iron chest, into which we re- 
moved the twelve remaining bags of doubloons, and 
also the contents of the large box, of which we took 
a correct inventory, viz. : 

Gold — Crucifixes, thirty - six ; sword - handles, 
twelve; chains, lar^e and small, forty; triangular 

gieces embossed with Scripture figures, haviog a 
ole at one angle for a chain, eight. 

Silver — Candlesticks, two pairs; ewers, two; 
salvers^ four; crucifixes, fifty; chains, fifty; cases 
with perfiune, two ; shoe-buckles, twelve pairs. 

Tissue of gold, four pieces ; of silver, six pieces. 

This being done, I locxed the chest, feeling a greaf 
relief in my mind as I put the key in my pocket. 

Sunday, 33d. I sent Diego to the schooner for 
Purdy to accompany us to church, and we le{t 
mammon in the chest to take care of itself. There 
were but few there compared with the population 
cff the place, and most of that small number were 
officers and soldiers. We could not but be affected 
by this melancholy corroboration of Mr. Green's 
statement, yet we ventured to hope that a day 
would come when the Sun of Righteousness would 
arise on this spiritually benighted land, and both 
bond and free join in tne worship of the God that 
made them. 

Monday, 24th. I desired Purdy to be on the, alert 
to procure a crew for the brig, eight hyids, and 
bring theiq to me as soon as he should mid them. 
" Yes, sir," he replied, " me get crew for brig, but 
want to tell you something, sir. You said me have 
Jamaica wife to go back with. There young wom- 
an, sir, will have me ; but if she go, fader and mod- 
er, and one broder, all want to go too, sir. I tell 

t ' 
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hem, sir, cant marry every one of them." " Well, 
Purdy," I replied, " bring them all to me — or bring 
the father and mother, and I will talk to them. 
" Tank you, sir, tank you very much," said he ; and, 
making several scrapings with each foot, retired. 

The next day Mr. Finn brought to me a man who 
^had been mate of a London ship, and whose captain 
liad behaved somewhat brutally towards him. Li- 
king his appearance, and finding he had been at the 
Bay of Honduras, I engaged lum as a captain for 
the brig, but with an understanding, as his wages 
would commence immediately, that he was to obey 
my directions in eveiything, and for the present take 
charge of the schooner ; adding that he must come 
to me at nine o^clock every morning for orders, and 
meanwhile endeavour to procure a crew, taking care 
not to engage any men of bad character ; an^ I de- 
sired him to confer on this subject with Purdf , who 
was a confidential servant of mine. In the course 
of a week he had got his crew together, and having 
received from me a very minute statement of the 
condition of the brig, he took care that everything 
should be furnished by Mr. Finn that might be re- 
quired for her re-equipment. 

My dear wife and myself had for some days past 
made our beloved friends at Awbury the subject of 
our conversation, and I had resolved that she should 
send a present of JE?500 to h^r father, smd I would, at 
the same time, remit an equal sum to my sisters and 
brother ; and for this purpose I procured two sets of 
treasury bills, for which I paid, as before, 388 doub- 
loons 12 dollars for the JE^IOOO. £hza*s letter was re- 
plete with expressions of tender duty to her most 
excellent parent, and of affectioh to her sisters. 
She told them that Providence had bestowed an am- 
ple fortune on me, and that, if either of her sisters 
should marry, and would come to Kingston, and not 
object to Hve with us where we lived, I would pro- 
Tide for them. I also wrote to my brother at Aw- 

YS 



258 SEA ward's narratxtx* 

biiry, telling him tliat J^lOO was for each of my sis- 
ters, and j£r200 for himself ; and if he chose to mar* 
ry, and come to Jamaica with his wife, I would see 
inat their situation was made comfortable ; adding 
that he need nott be uneasy aJ^ut leaving his sisters, 
a^ I would allow eaph of Uiem j£^50 a year. I desi* 
r^ him to write to me, but observed that he must 
no^ be surprised if five or six months should elapse 
before he received my answer, as my place of resi- 
dence was some hundred miles from Jamaica, but 
that a vessel belonging to me would visit Kingston 
ev^ry two or three mondis on business. Our letters 
to Awbury, with their enclosures^ were now all 
ready, and another letter to my uncle, informing him 
hpw I was getting along with my preparations for 
refitting the brig ; also letters to Perry aad Co., with 
the first of exchange fox J&5000, ordermg them to in- 
vest it, and duplicates of my letter by the packet, 
with the second of exchange for the J^IOOO remittea 
by that opportunity. 

Purdy and his nuptial friends now waited on me. 
The father aad mother of the girl were both mulat- 
toes. The man s^d he would give his dau^ter to 
Jemmy ; but as he had heard from him that I had a 
ffpod settlement, where I could employ him, and give 
nba a house ^md gromids, he and his wife and son 
wished to go tQQ. He told me he was a carpenter; 
and so was his son ; that they had been turned out 
of a place they h24 built on some ground that did 
noi beloi^ to the man who sold it to them, and were 
so impoverished by it that they wished to leave Ja- 
maica altogether. I consented to take them, but 
it was OQi condition that the son should briig a wife 
with him, as my gteai object was to people the set- 
tlement with honest, industrious fanulies. He an- 
swered, there would he no difiicultv in that, suod he 
could promise for his son. He then departed, to 
carry Uie welcome news to bis family. I^ittle more 
wsA dop^ this weok, aad w Sunday, the 30th, wq 
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w^t to church, accompaiued by Diegqr, who i^ow 
remained entirely at our lodgings, the sclH)pner hay* 
iog the captain, with his crew, on board* besides Pur-* ' 
dy and the two N«w-£ngland n^^proes we had ship- 
ped as part of hor complement. 

Early in the wee]^ a fine new boat was purchased, 
with lugsafls, and measuring twelve tons^ she was 
half-decked, and therefore s^fe in the open sea. I 
paid 300 dollars for her. Purdy agreed to take 
charge of her, with the two negro sailors, and to 
carry his wife ^d iisr father's family down in her, 
with their baggie. I advaiic@d to his father-ih-la^, 
the son, and himself, 20 dollars each, telliog him he 
must ballast with coals, which I should want to bum 
lime, and that he must take them in, and he in readr 
iness to accompany the schooner, which would cer- 
tainly sail on the Mpnd^y or Tuesday following. I 
called our boat The Avon, after the beautiful river 
down which Eliza and myself sailed on leaving 
'En^^land : the schooner was called The Porgy, the 
name of a iish much esteemed at Bermuda. 

By the middle of th^ yreek they began to load th^ 
schooner, leaving the spars to be stowed on deck. 
A fl»w thousand bricks were laid pn her floor, and 
after this there were put on board spare anchors for 
herself and the Avon^ and a^so a long 1^ pounder, 
fitted with a depressii]^ carriage, to mount on the 
womontpiy, wiw nearly a ton of shot for the gun. 
Then came American flour, rice, biscuit, Irish beef^ 
pork, butter^ and a variety of other provisions in bar- 
rels:; ironware, cotton goods, implements of hus- 
bandry, funutujre, crockery, &c., ^., ^., besides 
gunpowder, and several keffs of ball cartridges. 

While they were engaged in loading th^ schooner, 
I prdcHred a letter of introduction to the govemor^tsi 
secretary at Spanish Town, and, hirinj^ a calash 
with two horses, we rode over from Kingston on 
Thursday morning in about an hour and a half. I 
waited pn the seeretary, and told him ths^t I under^ 
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Stood he gave commissions for island appointments, 
and that I wanted one a^ captain-commandant over 
a place where I was settled with some negroes and 
free people. It was a small island or two, among 
some rocks and shoals off the Musquito shore, on 
which there were no inhabitants when I landed 
there, about fifteen months before; that we had 
bailt some huts, and I was now going back thither 
with a schooner ; that we had prevented a Spaniard, 
about three months since, from taking a Virginia 
vessel ; and that I had hoisted the En^ish colours, 
but was afraid to protect them without a commis- 
sion. The secretary asked me what the island was 
called. I replied it was not laid down in any chart 
that I had seen, and that I had therefore caUed the 
group " Seaward Islands, ^*^ after ,my own name. 
'* And what is your Christian name V he inquired. 
I answered " Edward." " Well, Captain Edward 
Seaward," said he, " you shall have the commission, 
but you must pay twenty doubloons for it." " That 
is a great sum, sir," I replied, "but I do not demur ; 
you shall have it ; and I vnll thank you to grant me 
the privilege of appointing any person my lieuten- 
ant in the event of my temporary absence." " Oh, 
certainly," he rejoined ; " there can be no objection 
to that." He then requested me to sit down whQe 
he went to arrange the business. He returned in 
about an hour with the commission, signed by the 
governor. I read it over, and fomid it everything I 
wished. I then counted down the twenty doubloons 
to ihib secretary, who wished me a good-morning, 
and left me without asking another question. I 
was heartily glad of my success, but could not help 
thinking I hs^ never seen the commonest mercan- 
tile transaction done in a more matter of course 
manner; and I strongly suspected that the governor, 
when he put his pen to the commission, knew no 
more of the nature of the appointment he was sit- 
ing than he did of the rocks and islands over which 
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he had unconsciously placed me^ However, the 
important credential w|ls now mine, and my wife 
rejoiced with me, on my return to the inn, at the 
quiet manner in which the thing >had been accom- 
plished. '' Now, Captain Seaward," said she, smi-p 
ling, and taking my hand^ '*we will have dinner; 
and X shall have the honour of drinking your health ; 
and w^ will then return to Kingston^" which we 
did. 

On Friday morning I consulted with Diego and 
Purdy as to the expediency of purchasing ^wo ne^ 
negro boys, to form part of the schooner's crewj 
and who, I thought, with Purdy and Martin, and the 
two New-England negroes, would be sufficient^ 
They approved of the idea; but I added, ^'Don'i 
l^uf^se that I will have £uiy slaves at Seaward Isl- 
ands* I will bind these lads for seven years, and 
after that they shall be their own masters." " Go4 
bless our good master !" my two friends, one after 
the other, replied. ** Dear Eliza," continued I, " would 
1% not be well for you to take three or four girls on 
the same terms? for our society will be so consti- 
tuted on our return that you will require them." 
She cordially acquiesced ; and we went all together 
to the wharf of a merchant who had just disem- 
barked a cargo of these human beings for sale. My 
wife remained ^t the counting-house, while I, with 
my attendants, proceeded to the enclosure where 
the poor creatures were. Some were young, and 
some in the prime of life ; some gay, and f ome sad ; 
but all ejdiibited a sleek, glossy skin, having beep 
rubbed with palm-oil for the occasion, and an their 
vesture might have been replaced with a fig-leaf. 
After some scrutiny, my me,n picked out two nice, 
clean-limbed lads of about eighteen, and they we^e 
led up to the store. The price was £60 currency 
each, and the barffain was struck. The merchant's 
clerk was now told that Mrs. Seaward would like to 
have two or three girls ; and that, as she could not 



262 beaward's narrative. 

go dovm into the mart, we would thank him to bring 
a few up. Half a dozen speedily made their appear- 
ance; and my wife was selecting three from the 
number, when one of the young negroes I had just 
purchased evinced considerable restlessness and 
some emotion. Eliza noticed it, and said to me, 
'* I am sure that lad has a wife or «ister among these 
people whom he wishes to go along with him/' I 
bade Diego take him out to see if it were so, by 
leaving the lad loose, and observing to which one he 
would run. My dear wife was right : they returned 
with his sister; and when my wife selected her, 
which she did at once, the youth fell upon his knees 
before her, kissinff her feet. I was asked £iO ciir- 
rency each for me three girls : the itioney was 
paid, and Diego conducted the party to our lodgings, 
where they were placed in the negro-yard by the 
brown lady, among her own domestics. 

On our return, my wife's first care was to have 
tHe girls washed with warm water and soap, and 
then neatly clothed, while Purdy took the laids on 
board the schooner to put them through the same 
operation. 

In the afternoon, the captain of the brig called at 
his usual hour and reported progress. He said he 
would have everything ready by Saturday night. 
"Very well," I replied; "but do not hurry; I will 
not sail on Sunday, and I shall take Monday to col- 
lect any things that in the hurry of business may 
have been fo^otten: we will sail, therefore, on 
Tuesday." " That is very well, sir," he said ; " but 
I would suggest to you that it may be very unwise 
to send Punfy's family in the Avon. We may want 
that boat to look out among the shoals and breakers 
for a passage ; and if she should take the ground 
with those people in her, there will be horrible con- 
fusion. You had better send them in the schooner, 
and put half a dozen ^ood hands in the boat, to jump 
oat and get her off if she should ground, and who 
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6oiild use the oars to keep her clear of a reef if ne« 
cessary." -I thanked him for his advice, and told 
him I would follow it. " But," said I, " Finn was to 
get me a skipper for the schooner, and it is quite 
time I was suited; still he has not done it." "I 
know a very good fellow I could recommend," re- 

glied the captain : " he is rather yoimg, to be sure, 
ut a nice lad and a prime navigator^ and no lubber 
withal, being bom and bred at sea. I will bring him 
to you to-morrow, if you please." " Do so," said I. 
In the morning the captain called on me with his 
young friend, " Francis Drake." " I like your name 
and your countenance, sir," said I, *'but you are 
very young." " I am twenty-two," he replied, " and 
have been at sea all my life* I was bom on ship- 
board ; my father was master of a msm-of-war ; I 
was a midshipman for some years, but my father 
bemg dead, and it being peace, I could not get pro- 
motion. I have been on this station and in these 
seas, in and out of the service, altogether six years ; 
and I think, without flattering myself too much, that 
I know as much about them as any man now sailing 
out of Kingston. I would not have said so much," 
he added, " only a man must say something for him- 
self when he is taken for a brat of a boy." I sini- 
led, and, stretching out my hand, asked his pardon, 
sajdng, " I doubt not, Mr. Drake, we shall, in time, be 
better friends. I will now engage you, if ybu please, 
and at the same rate with your friend there, the com- 
mander of the brig." He took me at my word, and 
was forthwith installed captain of the schooner. 
" Now, gentlemen," I resumed, " sit down, and let 
us talk matters over." I then acquainted them with 
the situation of the place to which we were going, 
its unknown longitude, its complete investment with 
reefs and shoals, and showed them my sketches of 
the land, remarks. &c. After some consultation, it 
was agreed that Captain Drake should go in the 
Avon, with three of the white seamen bel(mging to 
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the l)rig, and Purd^r and the two New-England 
blacks ; while Captain Taylor, of the brig, should 
navigate the schooner, with his mate and the four 
other white seamen. 

Tliis being settled, I seiit Diego for Purdy and his 
father-in-law, and made known to them our new ar- 
rangements. Purdy did not like it much; but his 
father-in-law, who had just seen the two vessels, 
was highly pleased ; and Purdy was easily recon- 
ciled, as lus wife would be with her own family. I 
had still one other object to compass, which was to 
procure a regular ship-carpenter to go out with me ; 
for, although Xavier was a shrewd &llow, his suffi- 
ciency coidd not be relied on where regular repairs 
might be wanted. I therefore sent wt Mr. Finn, 
and after desiring him to meet me the next mominff 
at Mr. Green's counting-house with his bill, asked 
him if he knew of any one who had a good negro 
flhip-carpenter that he would dispose of; and^ as an 
inducement, I would buy the wife and children with 
him, if there were any. He answered he thought 
he did, and in the afternoon brought a person to me 
who was as much disposed to seU as I was to buy ; 
for he was going home, he said-^hat is, to England. 
" Hoyt old is your caipenter," said I, " and has h© 
any family?" " He is old, sir,?' was the reply ; " I 
suppose nearly forty : he has no chUdren with him^ 
but has a wife, and she is nearly as old as hiniself." 
" I should like to see them," I answered, " before we 
say an3rthing more about them." He then went for 
them : they both pleased me, and I purchased them, 
papng jETioo currency for the man, and £40 curren* 
cy for the woman; after which I called in Allaa 
Derrick and his wife Priscilla, and told them I had 
bought them ; that I was sorry they were not youn^^- 
er, as in seven years I intended to give them their 
freedom, if they behaved well, and desired it; and, 
in the mean time, would treat them with the utmost 
kindness " I &en asked Allan if he had any prop- 
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trty. He replied, " No too much, massa ; have pig, 
goat, few fowls, and few Jilly tings in house." 
" Well," I said, " you may carry them all with you : 
Diego will take charge of them ; and you shall have 
a house for yourself and your wife ; and whatever 
you have shall be safe." " Tank you, massa," he 
said ; " me see you good buckara massa." I now 
told Diego to go home with these two people, and 
put them in the way of being ready to embark on 
Monday. 

Saturday, 5th. I went immediately after break- 
fast to Mr. Green's counting house, where I received 
ft statement of the money he had laid out for the 
cargo, on which I allowed him the usual commis- 
Mon, and paid him. In the course of the morning I 
settled also with Mr. Finn. After this I waited on 
the paymaster, to inquire if he had any bills on Eng- 
land : he replied that he had not, but referred me to the 
victualling agent, to whom he gave me a letter of in- 
troductioa. This gentleman was glad to see me, as 
the cash would be very convenient to him ; but I com- 

Elained of the premium, and told him I would not take 
ills for any considerable amount at an3rthing above 
five per cent. He answered that all government 
bills had brought ten for some time back ; but, if I 
would accommodate him with ;i^ 10,000 sterling, he 
would let me have the bills for it at five. We ac- 
cordingly struck the bargain, and on Monday I waited 
on him with two boxes of doubloons, put of which I 
counted down 2747 pieces, being the amount requi- 
red, and receiving eight dollars back. He then hand- 
ed me over a set of bills on the treasurer of the navy 
for the jC10,0OO, approved by the admiral, for which I 
had stipulated as a security for their acceptance. 

Sunday, 6th. We kept this Sabbath by attending 
church, and by suitable private devotions. 

Monday, 7th. After all the moneyed arrangements 
before mentioned, and paying for everything, I found 
I had still four bags of doubloons untouched, and 
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about 100 pieces besides from the bags we had last 
opened. I converted 1 50 of these into dollars, which 
I put in bags, and placed them in the iron chest with 
the gold, reserving as much as I thoiight would be 
required for present use. I now wrote letters to 
Perry and Co., enclosing them my first of exchange 
for ^10)000, with orders to fund the amount ; send- 
ing them, at the same time, the seconds of the former 
bills, and also my will, which I endorsed, " Not to 
be opened but by myself, or in the event of my de- 
cease ;" and I moreover prepared a duphcate letter, 
with farther duplicates of the biUs already sent, to 
be forwarded by Mr. Green to Messrs. Perry and 
Col at some future opportunity. 

Diego now reported all his stock (consisting of 
six sheep, four pigs, twelve turkeys, twelve geese, 
, twelve Guinea-fowls, also a quantity of plantain 
suckers and plantains, some roots, and a good sup- 
ply of fruits) to be safe on board, besides AUan Der- 
rick's pig and ffoat : he had brought, too, a fine large 
dog, which he Degged permission to take ; and, after 
some hesitation with us on account of our little pet, 
Fidele, we gave our consent. 

Before dinner I visited the vessels, and was high- 
ly pleased with their appearance, and all the str- 
rangements that had been made. I paid a month's 
wages in advance to the captains, and also to each 
of the men. After dinner my dear Ehza and I 
busied ourselves with packing up some suitable 
clothes we had ordered, among which were sever- 
al pairs of buck and doe skin boots, the colour of our 
own sandy isthmus, o;a which we hoped once more 
soon to tread. 

At my fond wife's request, a suit of uniform, blue 
and gold, with a hat looped and handsomely laced, 
had been made for the captain-commandant. " If 
those Spaniards," said she, " should ever intrude 
themselves into our bay, which they may do as 
friends, without an imposing uniform they might 
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pay very little respect to your commission.'^ I ap- 
preciated the force of the remark, and, accordingly, 
the uniform was ordered. 

My' dear wife, meanwhile, had provided herself 
¥rith some presents for those we had left behind, 
and attended to the minutice essential to our own fu- 
ture comfort,. by procuring a variety of things not 
necessary to be enumerated; and, having finished 
the day with prayer to our heavenly Father, we 
rose the next morning in health and spirits. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

TiTBSDAT, April 8th. We paid our bill cheerfully 
to our hostess, the brown lady, thanking her, be- 
sides, for her many civilities, and embarked at sev- 
en o'clock. All hands cheered us as we came on 
board, and the women crowded around my wife to 
kiss her hand. We received our clearance from the 
custom-house at nine o'clock, and. the Seabreeze 
having set m^ and the pilot being on board, we set 
saU. After clearing the port and discharging the 
pilot we steered nearly south, keeping away about 
naif a point to allow for east variation. At sunset 
we computed our run from the land to be about 
eighteen leagues, which was sufficient to take us 
clear of the Pedro Shoals ; therefore we now kept 
awav S.W., and, having run about one hundred miles 
by the next day at noon, we .observed in 15° 48' N. 
It was determined still to steer S.W., keeping a 
good lookout ahead, and at noon on Thursday we 
found ourselves in 14° 46^, havipg run little more 
than eighty miles during the last twenty-four hours^ 
as we bad kept- the vessiel unijber easy sail all nighty 
and laid by foi; some boiirs in the f^renooU) until we 
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could ascertain our latitude, supposing ourselves 
not to be very far distant from our island. After 
some consultation, we now agreed to steer west, 
and by four o'clock breakers were discovered right 
ahead, in consequence of which we hauled up to the 
northward, bringing the breakers on our lee beam. 
We continued to stand to the northward for about 
an hour, when we were enabled to keep away N. W. 
At this time something like land was discerned to 
the southward, but it was too late in the day to ven- 
ture running in, and we therefore stood off and on 
all night. At daylight in the morning we again de- 
scried land to the southward, and stood in towards 
it. After reaching the broken water, and then run- 
ning a few miles on a west course, keeping the surf 
on the reef about a mile within us, we lK>re away 
two points to the southward, and then S.W. A lit- 
tle before noon we set the high land nearest to us, 
bearing S. E., when the channel appeared open, hav- 
ing a little hummock in the distance, which I knew 
to be our homestead promontoryi We now hauled 
to the wind on the larboard tack, laying up about 
S . S . E . , and stood in. I was not without apprehen- 
sion, although I knew there Was a navigame chan-^ 
nel that separated the two islands to the north, 
through part of which Diego, who was now at my 
elbow, had rowed Ms canoe. Thus assured, I ven- 
tured to keep on under easy sail till we found bur- 
selves embayed within a horseshoe reef, and were 
thus compelled to stand back again to escape from 
our perilous situation. We then rounded the edge 
of the' reef to the westward, keeping away a litfle 
till we brought the hummock in the distance to bear 
S.S.E. The channel how appearing quite open, but 
with shoals on each side of it, we stood in again, 
the Avon leading, but soon found ourselves arrested 
by a long line of broken water, stretching apparent- 
ly all the way across. Thus straitened, and at a 
loss how to proceed, I deemed it expedient to bring 
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Ibe scbooner to an anchor for the present, under a 
small, low coral island at the eastern extremity o^ 
t^ breakers, and there remain mitil the Avon should 
explore the passage. I hailed Mr. Drake to that ef- 
fect ; and, as soon as we dropped anchor, he made 
Sjalil along the northern edge of the broken water 
until he rouiided its western extremity ; then haul« 
iog up to the S.E., he entered an open, unobstructed 
channel, and after standing on, with full sail, for 
about tluree miles, he found himself in the haibour 
which, on my first arrival, I had mistaken for a lake» 
and which I have so called more than once in this 
Journal. 

Mr, Drake now hoisted his union jack, as had 
been agreed on, and then put bacH, standing towards 
us. As soon as I perceived his signal we got under 
weigh, and auickly rounding the reef, hauled up to 
windward ol a high rockt and afterward of a low 
island, which lay midway of the channel, passing 
between them and the northern end of the main 
inland. Here the Avon met us, and took her station- 
on our weather quarter ; and we sailqd on together, 
with a flowing sheet and colours flying, through 
the strait that separates the two principal islands on 
tiie north into the open harbour, where a thousand 
well-knoMm objects at once burst upon us. Xavier 
had caught a glimpse of the Avon Arom the shore 
when beginning to explore the channel, so that we 
had scarcely passed the strait when we saw the 
colours go up on the promontory. In half an hour 
from this time we brought up in Woodland Bay, 
wiUi our dear mansion, and omc still dearer silk-cot- 
to^-tree in Adl view before us ; and, at the same in- 
stant that the anchor dropped, Xavier and Martin 
were alongside in the canoe. They were almost be- 
side themselves: they embraced my knees, they 
danced stout, they hugged old Diego almost to 
death, and bowed to the senora lower than ever. 
The boats were quickly hoisted out, and we landed 
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at once, with Diego and the three negro girls, on 
the siUt-cotton-tree beach, where Rota, with her 
daughter Mim, and Hachinta, were standing to re- 
ceive us. Mjr dear wife had scarcely put foot on 
shore, when they all, with one accord, threw them^ 
selves at her feet, embracing her knees; and, as 
soon as they arose, the new negro girls, thinking 
they must do the same, prostrated iJiemselves also. 
But EUza raised them instantly, saj^ing, " No ! no !" 
She was affectionate herself, and loved every demon- 
stration of it in others ; but anything that tended to 
give worship where it was not due she utterly ab- 
orred. 

After this scene my dear wife took my arm, and. 
we felt as we might suppose our first parents would 
have felt, had they been permitted to return to Par- 
adise after their expulsion. Rota had prepared cof- 
fee for us as soon as Xavier reported the appearahcef 
of a sail ; and the revivinff beverage was truly ac- 
ceptable, for we had passed a most anxious and try** 
ing day. I desired that supper might be ready aboiitt 
eight o'clock, and requested Hachinta to cook a 
plentiful supply. After coffee, our trunks, cot, and 
iron chest were brought on shore, and I ordered all 
tiie people to be landed except the white sailors, who 
were to take up their quarters in the schooner, while 
the two New-England blacks were to return to take 
charge of the Avon, and sleep there. After seeing 
that their men were properly disposed of and made 
comfortable, the captains were to come on shore to 
supper. David Allwood and his family had the plank 
house allotted to them, and Purdy, being yet unmar- 
ried, after passing the evening with them, took up 
his lodgings on board for the night, with the two 
young negro boys, who had been permitted to land, 
and returned with him. Allan Derrick and his wife 
lodged with Xavier, and Diego went to his own 
house, where Martin and his wife also lived. Thq 
three negro girls were to sleep in the great hall. 
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Captains Taylor and Drake occupied the cabin of 
the schooner. These arrangements being made, as 
soon as we had partaken of our supper we all reti- 
red to our respective lodgiuffs, when my dear wife 
and myself, after closing our door, lifted up our hearts 
to that God whose mercy and goodness we had 
equally experienced by land and by sea. 

Saturday, 13th. I sent for the captains early in 
the morning, and told them they must move the 
schooner within the black rock, there discharge her 
cargo, and afterward take it up under the promonto- 
ry close to the plank house ; and, to save the for- 
mality of often-repeated invitations, I added that I 
should expect the pleasure of their company at 
breakfast, dinner, and coffee every day while the 
bustle of etir work was going forward. The Avon, 
meanwhile, was to be lefl at anchor, to take care of 
herself. 

My dear wife undertook to superintend all the 
coolung arrangements, for I found that I should now 
have a great deal of wanting to do, as regular ac- 
counts must be kept with each individual in the set- 
tlement, and a correct statement of everything I 
took from the brig for my own use. I therefore set 
about opening books in a regular way for everything 
connected with money transactions. 

Sunday, 13th. At ten o'clock everybody.was in 
the great hall, dressed in their best, to prayers. 
We were thirty-two in number ; and, looking round 
upon the assembly, I blessed God for the sight. 
My dear wife commenced with a h3rmn, then I read 
the service, and we concluded with another hymn, 
and the prayer for grace. Some were devout, some 
only orderly, but none irreverent or trifling. Af- 
ter service I performed the marriage rite between 
Cornelia Allwood and Jemmy Puray, and at one 
o'clock dimier was spread for all hands under the 
ffreat tree,- on a table of planks raised about a foot 
from the ground, round vdbich they all sat, 'squat 
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fashion, to the great annnemeiit of the white saikMs,. 
who partook of their cheer. The afternoon was 
spent innocently and pleasantly, and at an early 
hour all retired to their respective quarters, the 
bride and bridegroom taking up their habitation with 
her family in the plank house. 

On Monday morning every one went manfully to 
work, so that by Wednesday afternoon the schoon* 
er's^ cargo was all landed, and a temporary covering 
of planl^ and boards, placed over it. 

On Thursday morning we erected shears on board 
^e brig, to hoist out the goods in her holdi so as to 
get her afioat. They began about midday to take 
out her carro, and before evening Captain Taylor 
thought she Degan to lift, and pn^posed bringing one 
ei t^ schooner's spare anchors and a cable rooi^l 
in the Avon early m the morning, to try to heave 
her off. This was accordingly done, the anchor 
carried out ^tern, and in a short time the brig was 
got into deep water. Being now fairly afloat, it was 
necessary to ascertain the state of her bottom. One 
of the white seamen, therefore, vehtoteered to dive 
itoder her keel, and stripping at the same moment, 
plunged in. He soon reappeared, and reported a 
piece of the false keel off forward ; but, though he 
made several of these submarine explorations,, he 
could discover no oth&t injury. I now held a con- 
8ultatio>n with Captain Taylor, and we concluded, if 
the brig did not leak much after replacuaig the cargo, 
^hat it would be safe to proceed with her to the Bay 
of Honduras, without dela3dng to make farther re- 
pairs at present, the season being yet favourable^ 
and not more than three days being required to make 
the run. This being settled, they set about reload- 
ing her, and all her cargo was in again by Saturday 
noon. I ordered the doors that had been taken 
away from the cabin to be replaced, and also the 
table, and chairs, and stools to be restored. 

Sunday, 30th, We had divine serviee, as usual* 
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and there was no noisy mirth or frivolous conduct 
during the rest of the day. 

Monday, 31st. They this morning began to fish 
the mast, and, as there were seven or eight feet of 
stump standing above the deck, we were confident 
it could be ma^e perfectly strong and secure. The 
shrouds and backstays, together with the mainstay, 
and everything else, as f^ as was practicable, had 
peen prepared at Kingston. The mast was up, the 
crosstrees and top on, the standing rigging Over- 
head, and the main-topmast an end by the middle 
of the week, and by Saturday I had the pleasure 
to see all the yards across, the running rigging rove, 
the sails bent — ^in short, everything in place, and the 
brig towed round by the boats and anchored off the 
plantation. I was happy to find there was but little 
occasion for the pumps, the leakage requiring scarce- 
ly more than tiie ordinary spells* of twice a day. 

Sunday, 37th. There was a general muster to 
prayers at ten o'clock, and at one all hands par- 
took of a dinner under the cotton-tree, as on the 
Sunday after- their arrival. At noon the brig hoist- 
ed her colours, which had been taken down from the 
flagstaff on the promontory, and a large union jack 
I had brought with me from Jamaica was hoisted 
there in its place : the colours of the schooner and 
the Avon were also flying, so that; altogether, we 
looked very grand. 

Monday, 38th. It was determined that the brig 
should not sail until we got the twelve-pounder up 
to the flagstaff, which was a formidable undertaking. 
Early in the morning the g^ was landed on the 
rocks below the plantation house, and, by means of a 
timber'-carriage, we soon succeeded in transporting 
Dur noble piece of ordnance to the foot of the ac^ 
chvity , at the point where the footpath had formerly 
been made to the ravine. But the caipenters found 
it necessary to widen titiis avenue ;, after which, by 
the aid of planks, tackles, and parbuckles, we at 
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lengfth dragged the gon up to the flagstaff. That 
accomplished, its carriage easily followed, and the 
gjon was mounted before sunset. I now gaye Cap- 
tain Taylor letters to my cousin, and, instructions 
how to proceed if. he should not find him at the Bay 
of Honduras ; ^so a letter to my uncle at Bristol, 
containing a detail of my proceedings, so far as they 
related to his business. It is scarcely necessary to 
mtotion that, after thanking them for their intended 
kindness, I signified that cmange of circumstances 
made it necessaiythat I should give up adl intention 
of settling at the Bay. 

Tuesday, 39th. Having g^ven Captain Taylor the 
marks %r going out of the southern channel, at 
tSbout nine o'clock he took his leave. Purdy, who 
was acquainted with all the reefis and shoals, was 
ptnt on board the Avon, audi as soon as the brig got 
under weigh, he made sail ahead, leading her out 
safely to the ofitog. He then saw her clear of the 
shoals, and returned about four o'clock. 

During the remainder of the week the people 
were variously employed, and Captain Drake, with 
the two New-England blacka, constructed, near the 
flagstaff, an excellent platform for our gun. I kept a 
regular daybook, in which every one's labour was 
noted down, and the amount of wages due them 
carried to their credit, their rations smd other things 
being charged to them. Of this they were inform^ 
so that they felt it to be for tiieir mterest to be in- 
dustrious, not only to earn a daily subsistence, but 
to have something beyond, in credit on tiie books. 

Sunday, May 4th. The bell rang for prayers at 
ten o'clock, and our congregation numbered twen^ 
ty-four. Before conunencing service, I said a few 
words on ^e gratitude we owe to the God who 
made us and the earth on which we tread, wd by 
^hose goodness everything grows that we use for 
food. I then added that He had ordered one day 
In seven to be set apart firom Is^bour, Uiat we may 
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worship Him, asfking Him in praver for all that ia 
needful to us, and rendering thanks to Him for all 
the blessings by which We are surrounded. After 
service I told them that we intended to devote a 
part of the day to teaching them to read, and that 
such as chose to learn might stay with us till their 
dinner-time t they all remained. My dear wife now 
brought out her large wooden-mounted alphabets — 
the men being placed on one side of the hall, and the 
females on the other ; sihe taking charge of the lat* 
ter, and I of the former. I pointed to a large A oh 
one side of the wooden book (if a piece of board 
may be so called; and why not ** a wooden book'* 
as well as " a horn book ?" for such was the sort of 
book by which we were first taught our letters) : I 
endeavoured to give this letter a sound as infathert 
considering it less exceptionable than that usually 
given in teaching the alphabet. After they had 
separately, suid then together, pronounced it, imita^ 
ting the sound I gave it, I turned to them the other 
side of the board, exhibiting the letter B ; and these 
symbols, being made by myself with chalk, were 
readily replaced by others. As I proceeded with 
my scholars, the mistress went on, pari passu, as we 
would say at school, with hers. After this we tried 
their recollection of both letters shown together, 
and then one after the other, in a dodging manner, 
assisting them when they were at fault. They took 
the lesson good-naturedly, sometimes laughing at 
other's mistakes^ and sometimes at their own. The 
old people (who sat by without taking any part in 
the exercises) seemed to be highly amused. . We 
dismissed our school a little before one o'clock, ex- 
pressing our pleasure, at seeing them so attentive, 
and desiring Mira, who could now read pretty well, 
to go over the process with them in the evening. 
The afternoon was spent innocently, and all retired 
early to repose. 
Monday, 5th. The sound of the conch summoned 
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the people to their labours. " Then my people are 
slaves !" said I to myself, as the deep intonations of 
the shell fell upon my ear : sounds I well remem- 
bered to have heard in Jamaica every morning, when 
sleeping at. Mr. Dickinson's pen. " I will no more 
of it," said I to ray dear Eliza, who readily enter- 
ed into my feelings, and applauded my resolution. 
"You are right, my Edward," said she; "let us 
have nothing here to make our people feel that they 
have been bought with our money." I now hastily 
called Diego to me, and told him what had been 
passing in my mind, desiring him to blow the conch 
no more, but try what he could do with the bugle, 
which I now took doMm from the place where I had 
hung it, and gave to him. 

Our house now began to look very respectable. 
All our furniture was in, and one of the bedsteads 
put up. Besides, I might now call it our castle ; 
for the twenty stand of arms brought from Jamaica 
were under its roof, in the arm-chest in which they 
came. At twelve o'clock Diego blew a blast from 
the bugle, and the people returned to dinner ; at two 
they resumed their work, and at six another blast 
announced the cessation of labour ^ for the day. 
Thus our work was carried on during the week, 

Sunday, llth. This Sabbath was employed, like 
the preceding, in devo^nal exercises and teaching. 

Monday, 12th. Our crops of com, roots, &c., 
were now ripe, yielding an abundant return, and the 
hands were busily engaged in gathering them. The 
quantity, I had foreseen, would be far greater than 
we could put into our present buildings, and we had 
for some time been aietively emi^oyed in putting up 
an additional large storehouse, wluch we hoped to 
have finished by the end of the week. This we 
were the more anxious to accomplish, as the rains 
would soon set in ; and, putting as many hands upon 
it as could work, by Friday morning it was boaided 
over, and pur remaitting stock of provisions, &C.4 
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placed in it. On the following day the rain came 
down in torrents, and we had much reason to con* 
gratulate ourselves on our activity and foresight. It 
continued to rain, with temporary intermissions, 
till the following Thursday, and, of course, hut littie 
was done ; but, as soon as the weather cleared up, 
no time was lost in getting in our seeds, and setting 
out our plantains, bananas, &c. A plantation was 
also now commenced on the opposite island, and 
the Bermudians were sent there with axes, to clear 
away si;ich of the trees as might be in the way. 

Captain Drake was meanwhile employed in ma'» 
king a survey of the islands, which he completed on 
the 31st, and presented me with a chart, keeping a 
duplicate for himself; and I was so much pleased 
with them that I presented him with a couple of doub« 
loons. 

Sunday, June 1st. Our people were unusually 
interested in the devotions of the day, and we gave 
ample time to our Sunday teachings. Our God was, 
in truth, with iw; and we saw, with delight, our 
people improving in knowledge and in religious cul- 
ture. 

Wednesday, 5th. My dear wife and myself this 
day visited the new plantation. We found it de- 
lightfully situated on a gentle slope, nearly half a 
mile in extent every way, and enclosed by an am- 
phitheatre of steep rocky eminences, terminating 
only at the water's edge ; these steeps being beau- 
tifully wooded with various species of palm and 
other trees, among which we saw flocks of paroquets, 
and different birds with brilliant plumage* " Dea;:? 
est !" said I to my Eliza, as we stocS under the 
shade of a magnificent palm, on the highest part ot 
the cleared ground, " I hope to see. a comfortable 
house built here at no very distant day, and occu- 
pied by some of your beloved friends and mine 
from England." " We want nothing else, dear £d- 
ward,'' she replied, " to complete our haqppiness.'* 

A A 
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Then pauBiii; a little, she added, " No ; I should be 
ungrateful to God to allow that wish to pass. I do 
not want eren that to complete my happiness. I 
want nothing, my honoured husband,*' said she, " but 
you, and the Spirit of Him whom we desire to serve. 
But," she resumed, sweetly smihng, " I should never- 
theless rejoice to see our friends, and to isee them 
here, as you so fondly anticipate." 1 gaaed tender- 
ly upon^her, but mjr heart was too full to make any 
reply. 

Sunday, 8th. We passed this day much as we 
had the previous Sabbath. 

Monday, 9th. Having now accomplished every- 
thing that required the whole strength of the set- 
tlement, I proposed to Captain Drake that he should 
undertake a V03rage to Kingston in a week or two, 
to bring us some supplies of building materials ; and 
that we might contribute something from the island 
towards paying for them, I suggested that he should 
take Martin said Pi»rdy in the canoe, with provisions, 
and a sail to make a tent, and endeavour to catch 
some turtle, where they had been seen in great 
abundance, among the small islands to the north of 
the eastern reef. He instantly approved of the 
plan ; and, indeed, I could scarcely have found an- 
other man so well suited in all respects for the va- 
rious duties that devolved upon him. 

In the course of the week, accompanied by my 
dear Eliza, I made another visit to tiie new planta- 
tion, and resolved to make a settlement there. The 
captain made several turtling expeditions, and was 
v^ry successful. 

Sunday, 15th. ^ We assembled at the usual hour 
to prayers, and it was dehghtfal to perceive the in- 
creasing intelligence and devotion of our congrega- 
tion. In the afternoon Mira held her school, as Sie 
had for some time been accustomed to do, under the 
silk-cotton-tree, and the sight never failed to afford 
us inexpressible delight. 
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Monday, 16th. Captain Drake again set off in 
pursuit of turtles, and by Thursday we had no less 
tb^ui one hundred and five collected for shipment, 
so that it was now determined to send off the schoon- 
er immediately. She was accordingly hauled to 
the rock and ballasted with sand, well wetted to 
give it solidity ; and on this bed of wet sand the tur^ 
ties were to be placed on their backs, in which situ- 
ation buckets of seawater would be throMm over 
them two or three times a day during the passage. 
On Friday evening the sails were bent and the ves- 
sel was ready for sea. No work was done on Sat- 
urday, and the Sunday, as usual, was kept as holy 
time. 

Monday, June 33d. The men began shipping the 
turtle at break of day, and soon after Captain 
Drake waited on me for his orders. I gave him let- 
ters to Mr. Green, at Kingston, for Messrs. Pernr 
and Co., for my uncle, and also letters from my wife 
and self to our friends in Oloucesterdiire. '* Put 
these in your pocket," said I ; '* and let us look 
over the Ust I have made out of supplies required 
from Kingston." We conned it over, and, after ma- 
king a few additions, he put the paper into his pocket 
also. The list embraced all sorts of lumber, two 
canoes, a marble muller and slab to grind our ca- 
cao, a coffee-roaster, glass for windows, and Span- 
ish whiting and linseed oil to make putty ; then, 
one ram and six ewes, a basket cage of live pi- 
geons, &c., &c., with as many brick as could con- 
veniently be stowed under the cargo ; and a memo- 
randum was added, instructing Captain Drake to ob- 
tain a free negro mason or bricklayer, if possible, to 
settle among us, and to purchase four healthy 
yoxme lads, to assist in various operations. I esti^ 
mated the cost of tiiis cargo at 1300 dollars ; and 
calculating that the turtle would average eight dol- 
lars apiece, I took credit on their account for 800 
dollars, and gave Captain Drake 50 doubloons, which 
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were equivalent to 800 more. . At sunrise our col- 
ours were hoisted, and at nine o'clock the gallant 
Porgy sailed out of the harbour, through the north- 
em passage, with a fine breeze from the eastward. 

Tne carpenter had been employed for some time 
in building two additional houses, and by the 7th of 
July they were completed, so that our people, who 
had been but very mdifferently lodged^ were now 
much better accommodated. 

Thus, day after day, we went on with our custom- 
ary avocations, without anything special occurring 
until Wednesday, the 16th of July, when we had the 
pleasure of seeing the schooner enter the harbour 
from the northward. At two o'clock she came to 
an anchor, and in a few minutes after we had the 
inexpressible happiness of receiving letters from 
England. After shaking hands with Captain Draike 
and congratulating him on his return, I put a few 
questions to him respecting the success of his voy- 
age, which he answered in a plain and direct man- 
ner ; a quality highly to be commended at all times, 
but more especisdly when the questioner is anxious 
to proceed to other matters. Eliza had already 
gone into her room to read and enjoy her dear Aw- 
Dury letters free from all intrusion, and I now took 
a chair aside .to the farther part of the hall, and be- 
gan on my own budget — Perry and Co. first. The 
treasure and bills had all arrived safe ; they had paid 
Captain James J^400 for freight, and, after defray- 
ing other charges and paying a trifling commission, 
hs^ funded jE?56,000 in the three per cent. South Sea 
stock at 83, being in stock jC67,424, leaving in their 
hands J^i092 at my disposal. The information 
gave me great satisfaction, although the possible re- 
sult had never disquieted me for a moment ; but in 
this consummation I obtained the certain means of 
doing whatever our highest wishes might aspire to; 
After reading this letter, I hastened to communicate 
the contents to my dear wife, who was evidently 
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the letter she had been re^dijo^ Crow her reyeied 
fatiijer* U ocWMneooeil by np^mg pxme iQ Abnighty 
God for our deliver^ce JTrom sfaipwri^, ^d for his 
woBdesfid providenoe tows^;^ us sQioe that ev^nt. 
He reicieived tha present of his beloved child with 
the same feelinjB^ that she had m seoding it ; but he 
hoped, before hi» eyes plo.s^d on this world, it would 
be granted him to embrace her once more. Her 
^ters also vncot^ mo9t affecliomitely^ aisid co«clu<f 
ded by saying eihe must not be s^jurpns^ M one of 
them were to take us a^ owt word, and pay us a visit. 
My h^t&im fsosft my family, which I ftow opeoad imd 
r»ad, were equally gratifying. J» one of fteae my 
brother expressed himself .as being determined to 
join me a3 soon as possible* But thei^ was yet an- 
other letter, and thait waA from my uncle, which % 
had just glanced at, and.lh^ put by for a while» 
having perceiyed something in Us (enom^ I eould not 
at once nuLke out. However, we read it attentirdty 
in the evening ; but, for his sake, I will not r^p^at it, 
I presume he was so puzzled by what I had written, 
a&d what he had heard of money being remitted to 
Awbury, that he did not know what to tbinky and, 
of course, could not know iH^hat to write. Had he 
been made a€<|uainted with the freight I sent in the 
frigate, his brain Would have been completely .ad- 
dled. 

Captain Drak^, in Uie mf»n time, bad left us, bust 
he returned at five o'clock witb four dn^ new negro 
lads» clothed decently in sailors' jacketa and tioiir 
sers. The poor youths stQod before the door, per- 
haps pondermg on their fate, or, it may be, reckless 
of the future ^ but, believing them to possess the 
feelings common to civilised man, I desired Anna 
to give each of them a/¥^aten pak<e, and tell them 
to behave well, and tttej^ahould be kindly treated. 
They all understood her, being from her own coun- 
try ; and they leaped for joy wb^ she j^kfB tQ 

A A3 
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them, and at the earnest of future kindness they had 
received from her hand. 

When they went away, Captain Drake handed me 
Mr. Gfreen^s letter, which was short, enclosing the 
invoice and his accounts. All the things ordered 
had been procured, and the captain had executed all 
his commissions except procuring the mason. He 
had made his passage to Kingston in the short space 
of six days, and did not lose a turtle. On his arri- 
val he found a ready market for thep, at something 
more than we had anticipated, having received for 
the hundred and five 850 dollars. He paid 600 dol- 
lars for the four negro lads, 70 dollars for seven 
sheep, the two canoes cost 60 dollars each, and the 
amount of the invoice was 304 dollars ; so that, after 
payinff all this and some incidentad expenses, he 
broueht me back 25 doubloons out of the 50 with 
which I had intrusted him. 

Oh Friday we began to unload, and by Saturday 
night the cargo was all on shore except the bricks, 
which we concluded to leave on board for a while 
for ballast. 

Sunday, 20th. As soon as the bell rang we all 
assembled at prayers, and after service the business 
of teaching began, when the new scholars^ were 
turned over to Martin and Purdy to be taught their 
alphabet. 

Monday, 21st. As we were now somewhat at 
leisure, and had plenty of materials, I determined to 
commence ja ^bmlding on what, from our encounter 
with those animals, we called the Peccary Field, for 
any of our relatives that might join us, and I request- 
ed Captain Drake to superintend the work. So, on 
the following day, taking four men in the boat, with 
our big dog, a couple of muskets, and four pikes, we 
set forth to fix on the most eligible spot for the con- 
templated dwelling, and to mark it out accordhig to 
apian I had with me in my pocket ; Eliza, for once, 
not wishing to accompany me, for fear of what mi^t 
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happen to the peccaries. We landed at the bottom 
of the creek, and, leaving the boat there, walked up 
to the field, eiach man carrying a pike. In a short 
time I fixed on a rising slope, about a quarter of a 
mile west of the- little fresh-water brook, and mark- 
ed out ^ space of forty-eight feet by thirty-six, so as 
to allow fotiir bedrooms, two on each side, with two 
saloons for sitting-rooms between. We had nearly 
completed our business, when suddenly there rushed 
out a herd of peccaries ; but Lion, being a quiet 
though powerful dog, took little notice of them, as 
they showed no disposition to attack us or him — 
rather^ indeed, seeming disposed to scrape acquaint? 
ance with us, and particularly with him — ^but one of 
them being somewhat rude in his advances. Lion 
gave him a turn over, and a battle instantly began. 
The dog was attacked by three or four of them at 
the same moment, one of which he pinned to the 
ground ; but the others, finding themselves unmo- 
lested, assailed him so furiously with their tusks, 
that the blood ran in a stream from his sides and 
shoulders : their numbers constantly increasing, too, 
at the same time, he was soon beset on all sides, so 
that, if we had not run instantly to his rescue, large 
and powerful as he was, they must soon have de- 
stroyed him. The blacks were directed to charge 
the little desperadoes with their pikes, yet not until 
many of them were killed did the rest retreat. We 
pursued them into the wood, but not a musket was 
fired, for fear of alarming her whom we had left be- 
hind at the plantation house. We now finished the 
business on which we came, and returned before 
sunset with a cargo consisting of live crayfish and 
dead peccaries. 

On Friday morning the Avon was loaded with 
building materials, the timber carriage, and the pio- 
neers' tools for the Peccary shore, having on board 
Xavier and Derrick, the two New-England blacks, 
and the two sailor negro boys, Purdy being sent to 
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assist Ms friends at the new plantatioB. Diego 
foimd plenty of work for himself and his party ; so, 
as we required a man to he at our call, to paddto 
one of the small cano^ wherever we might re- 
quire, I fixed on Martin for this purpose, and to visit 
the lookout at the flagstaff. In tms way things were 
conducted for seversU weeks, each one ajttepding to 
his appointed husioess. 

Friday, September 5th. The houses were now 
jBnished at the plantation on Edward's Island (the 
name given to it by my dear EUza), 9/ad Diego came 
to say that many of our vegetable {Hoductions were 
ready for getting in. Tli^ men, therefore, went 
heartily to work, and early in October the produce 
from all our plantations was gathered an4 safely 
housed. 

Tuesday, October 14th. I now placed Allwood, 
Mian^, and Purdv in the three houses on Edward's 
Iisland, dividing the plantation intp three parts, and 
allotting four acres of ground to 4»ach; and Eliza, 
sending for their wives, gave to them six hens and a 
cock, and as many ducks, apiece ; . also a young she- 

Soat to each, and one bucx for the wbiole. Bolh 
le women and their husbands expressed much grat- 
itude, making many professions of the waprmest at- 
taclunent. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Sunday, October 26th. We were much pleased 
with the increasing devotion of our people, and 
with the progress they made in learning, many of 
them being able to read words of pne and two syl- 
lables, in regular sentences. 

Monday, 27th. I had, for some time past, order- 
ed a careful lookout every day at sunrise from 
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the flagstaff, and Martin this morning report^ 
a, brig in the offing. Accompanied by Captain 
Drake, I went immediately to the height ; the ves- 
sel was at no great distance, and we could perceive 
with the glass a miion jack flying at her foretop- 
gallantmast head. I despatched Martin with the in- 
fonnation to my wife, and directed him to get the 
Avon ready with all possible despatch to go out of the 
harbour. The shot was then drawn from the gun, 
and the match lighted ; and, having given Martin 
sufficient time to deliver his message, the piece was 
fired and the colours hoists : this was answered 
from the brig by the union jack being hauled down 
and the ensign hoisted at the main. I had now no 
doubt of its being Captain Taylor, returned to us in 
our own ark, and perhaps bringing with him some 
of our family. I hastened, therefore, to communi- 
cate to my beloved partner my anticipations. A 
thousand fond ideas flashed across her mind the mo- 
ment I spoke, and in her transport she exclaimed, 
"Oh, nay dear Edward! if—" then pausing, ^d- 
ed, "but just as it may please God! He is our 
kind Father, and I rest confidently on his goodness : 
be it as He will!" 

The Avon was quickly under weigh, with Cap- 
tain Drake and the schooner's crew on board ; and 
now my dear wife and myself hastened to the prom- 
ontory. By the time we reached the flagstatff the 
Avon was alongside of the brig, as she lay to, with 
her main-topsail aback. They both quickly made 
sail, the Avon leading, and as they approached the 
promontory, I could perceive a female on deck. 
We now hastily descended and ran to the shore, 
our hearts full of tender anticipations. I put the 
glass to ray eye, and, to my inexpressible joy, saw 
distinctly my brother, and my Eliza's sister Amelia, 
on the quarter-deck, looking towairds us. " They 
are indeed there, my best beloved!" I exclaimed, 
^yoor sister Amelia and my brother !" " Blessed 
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be Ood !" she said, aod eaak into my aims. la a 
little time she sighed deeply, then, by degrees, raised 
up her head and smiled, looking earnestly towfuxis 
the vessel. The schooner's best boat had been ma&- 
ned by Diego, Xayier, and the AUwoods, so that, Ihe 
moment the brig dropped anchor, we stepped in^ an4 
lowed alongsicte. JBliza impatiently sprang ixpon 
4eck, and I quickly foUowed her, both rushing io 
the arms of om: dear brother and sister. It was 
tinily a blessed meetii^. 

• I was ^lad to see Capt^n Taylor itgaii)» siiook 
him heartily by t^e hand, and invited biQoi to diiie 
with us; then, embaiking in the boal^ we soon 
reached the shore, where we again welcoiiied our 
,^ear relatives with a tender embrace; my beloved 
wife exclaiming^ '' This is, ^nd^od, a hsjppy day to 
us." " And to us also, dear flluBa," addi^ her sister. 
They exiuressed their surprise at everything 
.around them. ^' And was it here tiUat you wei^e 
wrecked, brother V said James. " Yes,*' I replied ; 
^ here : we wiU point out the exact spot to you by- 
snd-by." "But this island is uoit the uncivilism* 
4esolate place in which we expected to find you,** 
he answered. " No," replied my EUsa; "our Qod 
h»s made the i^ilderness to blossom as the rose ; 
for when we were thrown upon this coast, Edw^ 
and I, and Fidele here^ were all our company." " O, 
Fidele !" cried Amelia, the little creiStu^ at last at- 
tracting her attention, " come here." The food an- 
imal, on being spoken to, raised his (ore feet iqpon 
her knee, and seemed ready to devour her hand with 
caresses. '' You know me, then, Fidele 1" contin- 
ued shej on which the liU}e creature redoubled 
his fondness, as much as to say, " I do indeed re- 
member you." The ladies npw soon retired to the 
bedchamber, and I proposed to my brother to waQc 
down with me to the beach. We met Diego by th6 
way. " Hark you !" said I ; "lodge the four lads in 
the plank house, and remove aU the stores out cd 
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otif storei^m into the house on tke noith, and 
have a good lock fitted to it, and some shelves in- 
stantly put up there, for the reception of such things 
as may inquire them." Diego bowed more ele- 
gantly than usual> but vrithout speaking a word, smd 
retired to execute the orders I had given him. " Is^ 
that a negro?" said my brother; "I should say he 
is a very well breid man.'^ " How tan. it be other- 
wise, brother,"'! replied, smiling; "is he not at 
court? He is my minister for the home depart- 
ment." At this sally James could not help smiling 
in turn. 

At the appointed hour we had the pleasure to see 
the two captains walk into the hall, and our brother 
and sister, well dressed, sck>n after msJce their ap- 
pearance. During the repast Rota received many 
compliments for her excellent fare and still more 
excellent cookery. After Conner there was set be- 
fore us the b^st dessert our island could afford : our 
first pineapple was cut for the occasion, and Diego 
had brought in some ripe bananas from the wild 
plants near the spring, to which was added a fine 
muskmelon, plucked in the dell siiic^ we sat down 
to dinner. With such a display and a bottle of Oar* 
nary, I was enabled to entertain our friends nobly. 
The captains, with becoming delicacy, left us at an 
early hour> and being alone, vte talked over family 
affairs, and read our letters from Awbury, which 
were full of affectioiiate remembrances, and afford- 
ed us a heartfelt pleasure. My uncle's letter I read 
to myself, and said, smiling, " This is a very differ- 
ent letter from the last, my dear Eliza ; and there is 
a little postscript to it from our good aunt, telling 
me that her Virginia nightingale is well, and that, 
if I have any other pretty thing to send her. Captain 
Taylor will take charge of it : you may, perhaps^ 
think of something, love." The subjects that most 
interested us being at length nearly exhausted, we 
* took our coffee, and soon after retired to rest. 
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Tuesday, 28tli. Captain Taylor waited on me 
early in the morning, stating that he wished to pro- 
ceed to the Bay of Honduras without loss of time, 
as my cousin would be anxiously expecting his arri- 
val, and that, therefore, it would be necessary to land 
immediately the supplies which had been ^pped for 
me by my uncle. I told him to do so, and-that I 
certainly would receive whatever my uncle had sent 
out for me, although I had not ordered anything from 
him, and there were many things in the inventoiy, 
as blankets, candle-moulds, &c., that were wholly 
useless to us. 

The amount of the invoice was £i80 ; but my un- 
cle h^ not counted without his host. He had learn- 
ed from Captain Tayjor that I had taken an iron 
chest well fiUed with money from Jamaica, though 
he could not imagine howl came by it, neither could 
the captain furnish him with any information beyond 
surmises. The story of our attack on the guarda- 
costa's boat, too, having been magnified so as to 
throw a wonderful light upon that affair, my good 
uncle, in the letter I had just received, thus alluded 
to the subject : " Eh, Ned ! 'tis well thee didst not 
lose either life or limb in the attack on the galleon : 
how much didst get for thy share ? It's a secret, 
maybe ; but thee must have got a pretty penny : 
heard thee hast a large iron chest full, besides the 
schooner thee bought, and what thee didst send to 
Awbury. Well, thou art a good-hearted fellow, 
Ned ; and, now thy brother and his wife wish to join 
thee, I let Taylor take them out for £20 a head, as 
he tells me he can pop in on you without going much 
out of his way ; and I take upon me to send thee out 
an investment by him, of which thee mayst take 
much, or little, or all ; but the goods were shifted 
purposely for thee, and thee may make goo<l. profit 
on them, if thee knowest how. The amount, to be 
sure, isiarge, but if 'tisn't convenient for thee to pay 
ready money (for which will allow five per cent, dis- 
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count), thee shall have credit for twelve months, till 
Taylor makes his next voyage." My uncle had en- 
closed in his letter a counter- statement to mine, re- 
specting the brig's disbursements, and the prices of 
the articles I had taken out of her while she lay a 
wreck, making the balance considerably more in his 
own favour than I had done : however, I cheerfully 
let it pass, without objection or comment, and deter- 
mined to pay according to his own account. After 
breakfast Captain Drake took an inventorv of the 
things as they were I^ded, and superintenaed their 
removal to the great storehouse. Meanwhile I set- 
tled accounts with Captain Taylor, taking my imcle 
at his word, and deducting five per cent, for cash 
from the invoice prices ; and this being done, I gave 
him a set of bills on Perry and Co. for the amount 
of the invoice and balance of the other accoimts, 
taking from him receipts for the same. 

Wlule I was thus employed, my wife and her sis- 
ter, with James, were busy in writing long letters 
to England, in the midst of which operation I inter- 
rupted Eliza, sa3ring, '^ Go, dear, and put up a piece 
of the silver tissue for my aunt, and tell her it came 
from China — ^which I believe it did, somehow or 
other — and write her a few lines, with my love." I 
then sat down and wrote my own letters, first to 
England, and then to my cousin at George's Key. 
When all these matters were completed, it was too 
late for the brig to go out of harbour that day, as she 
had at least five leagues to run before she could be 
considered fairly beyond the reefs and shoals. 

Wednesday, 29th. Captain Taylor took his leave 
as soon as the Seabreeze freshened, and the Avon 
got under weigh with him to see him clear of the 
shoals. After breakfast I went out with James to 
show him the houses on the plantation, and the dif- 
ferent parts of my little domain. He was delighted 
with what he saw, and, after visiting the various 
places most worthy of attention, "Now," said 1, 
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"^ames, you. must take charge of all these thingSi 
anii keep regular accounts of tlfem as I haye done, 
and I will allow you a hundred a year for doing it ; 
and; as soon as circumstances will permit, you shall 
commence trading as a merchant, and all the money 
you can make shall be your .own. I, will give you 
a house, and lands, and servants, and enable you to 
start fair, unencumbered) and in the possession of 
every requisite for success." " My dear brother," 
he replied, " I will be guided entirely by you, and 
hope I shall not be ungrateful for your kindness." 

After finishing our rambles we returned to dinner. 
James was full of what he had seen, and, the mo-^ 
ment he entered the hall, began to describe to his 
wife the wonders of the place. 

The next day my brother and his wife, accompa- 
nied by Captain Drake, made an excursion to Pec- 
cary Field in the schooner's boat, while my dear 
Eliza ^nd I remained at home, to confer on various, 
matters connected with the new situation hi which 
we were placed. 

The two following days were chiefly employed in 
visiting our various establishments, m conversing 
with our new guests, and in making arrangements 
for their future happiness and comfort 

Sunday, September 3d. The bell rang for prayers 
at ten o'clock, and all the congregation were soon 
convened. Every one came dressed in their best, 
and our brother and sister were much impressed by 
the scene. I doubt not it raised us l%her in their 
esteem than aH our wealth. 

Monday, 3d. I had now determined to despatch 
the schooner again to Jamaica; and, sending for 
Captain Drake, I announced to him my intention, 
and that she must be got ready as speedily as pos- 
sible. ^' It shall be done, sir," said he ; and imme- 
diately left to give his directions. The utmost dili- 
gence was used for several days in making the ne- 
cessary preparations, and the time drew near for 
her sailiii'g^. 
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Fridajr, 7th. We were all busily employed this 
morning in writing to England; my wife and her 
sister to our friends, and I in transcnbing duplicates 
of letters, with th^ bills given to Captain Taylor for 
ray uncle, together with an order for goods by the 
Mary next year : I wrote also to Perry and Co., 
and to Mr. Green at Kingston. This done, I made 
out Captain Drake's orders, desiring him to bring 
back with him two sawyers and one bricklayer, sS 
free people, *if he could procure them. I did not 
care whether they were whites, blacks, or mulat- 
toes, with or without families ; but, if he could not 
engage free people, he was to purchase slave work- 
men—single men, if he could get them ; but, if not, 
to take husbands, wives, and children at a fair price ; 
also, to buy seven young negro men and four young 
females, newly arrived from Guinea ; and to take 
in bricks, plains, boards, one hundred bushels of 
maize, bales of negro clothing, bales of checks and 
stripes, boxes of finen, &c., &c., agreeably to the 
memoranda of items, and one chest of tea ; also, 
household furniture, as per memorandum, and to 
bring with him a fast-rowing six-oared boat ; also, 
twenty stand of arms, with accoutrements, and to 
procure fifty suits of soldiers' clothing, if possible. 

By the eveninff the schooner was ready for sea, 
and the wages of Martin and Purdy, and of the two 
New-Englanders, Ned Hall and Ben Hackett, were 
now paid up to the day. On receiving their money, 
Martin and Purdy expressed a desire to take their 
wives to Kingston ; and Hall and Hackett asked me 
if I would give them houses and a piece of ground 
if they should bring wives with them from Jamaica. 
I granted both requests, of which I informed Cap- 
tain Drake when I put my papers into his hand, tell- 
ing him, at the same time, to be very careful, on his 
return, to preserve propriety in the schooner, and 
to give the women the steerage entirely to them- 
iselves, with directions to the wives of the men go- 
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ing out to take special charge of the brides and ne- 
gro girls. My dear wife hearing this, sent for Mira, 
Martin's wife, into our bedroom, and there gave her 
some useful advice, following it by a present of ten 
dollars. 

Saturday, 8th. Early in the morning Captain 
Drake came to take his leavb, when I counted him 
down 225 doubloons, equal to 3500 dollars, which is 
about dC860 sterling ; but desired him, with a smile, 
to bring back as many of the«gold pieces as he could. 
He got under weigh about nine o'clock, and passed 
through the northern channel, with a fine breeze at 
E. by N., followed by the good wishes of all for 
himself and his crew. 

Sunday, 9th. We greatly enjoyed our assembling 
together on this holy day, in happy quietness, with 
no hurry of spirits or distraction of thought ; and af- 
ter prayers our school was carefully attended to, our 
brother and sister cheerfully lending their aid. 

Monday, 10th, We had now fuU leisure to enjoy 
ourselves with our dear friends in various agreeable 
recreations. Sometimes we walked abroad in the 
cool of the morning on the beach, collecting shells ; 
or, when the sun was high, reposed under the shade 
of one of our many fine trees, and there read Gil 
Bias, or the Arabian Nights' Entertainments, or 
Swift's Gulliver; but Eliza's favourite was Par- 
adise Lost, which, with a few other choice books, 
her father had sent her by Amelia. From this sub- 
lime work she would sometimes read a noble pas- 
sage to us, and always with great pathos ; for her 
soul was in the subject, and she therefore did the au- 
thor justice. Thus we continued to pass our time, 
observing faithfully the Sabbath as it came round. 

•Monday, 1st December. The carpenters now re- 
ported the house at Peccary Field completed; we 
therefore visited it in the Avon on the same day, and 
were highly pleased with it — ^its commo^ous size, 
its excellent workmanship and materials, and the 
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beauty of the situation. I bestowed the praise he so 
well merited on Allwood and his coadjutors, and re- 
([uested them to put up at once two small houses 
near this new mansion for its domestics, which they 
promised to do. 

We were getting a little anxious about the schoon- 
er ; but, as the weather had been fine, I attributed her 
non-arrival to ^me difficulty Captain Drake might 
have met with in executing his commissions. Ma- 
nus hjEui already finished the furniture he had been 
making for the three houses at Allwood^s Plantation, 
and by Thursday, the 18th, the two outhouses at Pec- 
caiy Field were Completed. Still the schooner did 
not arrive, and our anxiety gradually ihcreased. My 
dear wife could not help observing my disquietude, 
and took every opportunity to set my mind at ease, 
first hy representing the probability there was that 
my orders could not all be immediately executed, 
and next, and chiefly, by directing my thoughts to 
the providence of that God who had hitherto made 
OS his especial and constant care. 

Monday, 22d. Early in the morning a schooner 
was discovered from the flagstaff by Diego, and he 
reported her standing in for the promontory, f lost 
no time in ascending the height, and instantly, to 
my great joy, recognised our iong-looked-for vessel. 
She was now near enough to enable me to see dis- 
tinctly with the glass everything upon deck ; and, I 
must confess, the sight confouiMed me not a little. 
^' Diego,'' said I, '* Captain Drake has brought all 
Kingston with him, I believe : take the glass, and 
see what a crowd is there : what am I to do with all 
these people V Diego took the spyglass, but I did 
not wait for any reply^ hurrying myself away to tell 
the news to my d^ar wife, and to prepare for the re« 
ception of my friend Drake and his host of new set- 
tlers. When I arrived Diego was close at my heelsiy 
and, having given the necessary information to Eli- 
za and our fri^ads, we all hastened to the front of 
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the open ground just above the rocks, to await the 
schooner's arrival. She was not long in making her 
appearance, and, in a few minutes after, passed us 
and came to anchor. We were astonished at seeing 
her deck so full of people, and the more so from 
many of them — ^men, women, and children— being 
whites. However, Drake was soon on shore, and I 
welcomed him as the lost found, but could not help 
exclaiming, at the same time, " Who are all these 
you have got there V " I don't know," he replied, 
^' whether I have done right or wrong, but I have 
brought four families that I found in distress at 
Kingston. The men had belonged to the temporary 
corps that was raised for putting down the Maroons, 
but, not answering the purpose, it was disbanded. 
Such as chose were sent back to America, whence 
they came ; but these four families, being foolishly 
advised, remained in Jamaica, and graduallv found 
themselves in no better condition than the free ne- 
groes, which is ba4 enough." *' Go and tell them," 
said I, '* they shall be well received ; but where to 
lodge them, Drake, I really don't know. Who else 
have you got V " Every one," he answered, " that 
you wishcS me to obtain." " You have done weU," 
1 rejoined. " Go and tell them, also, that they shall 
be treated kindly, but for a little time they must put 
up with great inconveniences : and let them land 
forthwith." 

In about half an hour the soldiers and their fam« 
ilies were conducted to the mansion, and brought 
into the hall, where I received them courteously. 
The men were beyond the prime of life, and look- 
ed the worse for wear ; the wive^ were slatterns ; 
and the children looked sickly. The children were 
nine altogether, four boys and five girls, the young- 
est in its mother's arms. I told Diego to show them 
under the cotton-tree, whose ample shade would 
make a comfortable temporary retreat, and to desire 
Rota to give them some refreshment. 



sbaward's narrative. 295 

'* James,'' said I to my brother, after they were 
gone, " there is nothing to be done, I see, but to con- 
vert your house into a barrack, till we can turn our- 
selves round to mal^e some other disposition of these 
people." "It is your own, brother," he replied; 
" do with it as you please ; but if it were not, you 
should be quite welcome to it." 

The black strangers were next brought on shore, 
and introduced in rotation. The sawyers had been 
purchased at 400 dollars each — a great price; but 
they were fine fellows, and unencumbered. I s]joke 
civilly to them, and desired Captain Drake to*^ re- 
quest Allwood to take them for the present to his 
plantation. The bricklayer came next — ^a mulatto 
free man, named Hart, with a wife and two young 
children, a boy and a girl. I told him I would fulfU 
every engagement ms^e by Captain Drake, but for 
a little time he and his family must put up with 
such lodgings as we could give them, and then di- 
rected Diego to place his family in the plank house* 
The new negroes were now mustered, and well- 
looking young people they were, decently clad in 
Osnaburgh-H9e ven men and four girls. " What «hall 
I do with all these ?" said I to myself ; then^ paus- 
ing for a moment, I concluded to put the men in the 
outhouses at Peccary Fields But, that my embar- 
rassment might be more complete, the two New- 
Englanders had brought wives with then), and they 
were now presented. 

"Dame Rota," said I, "and what is to be done 
with these ?" " Let them be with Derrick and his 
wife, if it please massa," she replied, courtesying. 
"But then," I answered, "Derrick and his wife 
must take their husbands also." " No*, mas^a^ they 
no married yet," returned Rota, looking with no in- 
considerable importance as she spoke. " You. are 
quite right, duenna," I exclaimed ; " we will see to 
mat on Sunday, and you may tell them so." 

There was so much bustle in the settlement in 
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consequence of the arrival of all these people, that 
we found no time even to sit down to dinner. Cap- 
tain Drake, while snatching a morsel, handed me 
my letters, and gate me a general idea of iiis voy- 
age and expenditures ; but we were too much en- 
grossed with considering what was now to be done 
to enter into details. He said he had expended all 
the doubloons except ten, and these, he now handed 
me. The people- were all disposed of before night 
according to my arrangements, and made as com- 
fortable as circumstances would permit. 

The remainder of the week was principally em- 
ployed in making the best arrangements we could 
tor the accommodation of our new comers, and at 
its close, by clearing out the large storehouse, and 
other contrivances to make room, they were toler- 
ably well settled. The Avon, meanwhile, was haul- 
ed round to the creek at PeccaiT^ Field, and, as the 
rainy season was at hand, we concluded to let most 
of her cargo remain on board until it was over. 

Sunday, 88th. At ten oVlock the whole settle- 
ment assembled for divine worship^ which was con- 
ducted with as much order and solemnity as possi- 
ble, considering the motley group that formed our 
Congregation. After our devotions were concluded, 
Xavier's infant was baptized, and then I proceeded 
to marry Ned Hall and Ben Hackett, the two New- 
England blacks, to their betrothed, who had accom- 
panied them from Kingston. 

Monday, 20th. This morning I directed Hart, the 
bricklayer, to construct a limekiln on the isthmus, to 
the northwest of the plank house, the promontoiy 
there being composed entirely of limestone. Wood- 
outters were also set to work to clear additional land, 
both at Peccary Field and on Edward's Island. 

1736. Tuesday, Janua^ 6th. The wind had now 
become very unsettled, in consequence of which I 
gave orders for all woik to be suspended, and sent 
druch supplies as might be needed for a week or two 
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to the distant settlements. The sails of the schoon- 
er were ordered to be unbent, and the topmast, 
yards, and gaffs got down, and all made snug. 

The character of the night bore testimony to the 
wisdom of these' precautions ; for it blew and rained 
tremendously, chiefljNfrom the northward. The 
noise of the storm was frightful — ^what with the 
howling of the wind, the pelting of the rain, and 
the uproar of the waterd beating against the rQcks. 
Our settlement was the only one completely expo- 
sed to its full violence ; and this reflection, in think- 
ing of the others^ afforded us some consolation. 

As the sun rose the gale abated, but the rain con^ 
tinned to fall in torrents. The wind came now only 
in squalls, but these were bad enough. This dread- 
ful weather continued, with scarcely any intermis- 
sion, for five days, clearing up suddenly and perma- 
nency on Monday at sunnse. 

Monday, 12th. We found the beach heaped iq> 
with seaweed, broken reeds, and shells ; the turtle 
enclosure was knocked in pieces, and the staves 
scatter^ in every direction ; the suffarcanes were 
broken short off or knocked down, ana the pineapple 
plants were much injured. All the buildings stood 
secure ; but the stoccado of the poultry-yard was 
blown down, and a part of it carried to a considera- 
ble distance, and some of the poultry had been kill- 
ed. £arlv in the day we were visitedT by Captain 
Drake, who reported ail well at Peccary Field : 
and we had the pleasure to receive the same tidings 
from Edward's Island. 

Tuesday, 13th. The carpenters were now set to 
work to get up three houses at the northern extrem-^ 
ity of the isthmus, on the plan of those on Edward^s 
Island ; and Diego, at the head of all the force he 
could muster, commenced his field labours. The 
men worked with the utmost dihgence, so that by 
the 24th the planting was finished. Leisure wi^i 
noyr afforded to unload the Porgy ; and after thfi 



^!8 4IEAWAR1>^« NARRATIVE. 

toniture for my brother's house was taken out, she 
was hauled to the bladk rock below the promontory, 
and her cargo landed. 

The Sabbath was obsenred, as usual, with all due 
reverence. 

Monday, 36th. I had been a good while impress- 
ed with the importance of some sort of military or- 
gaaiza;tion among our people, and I now «ent for 
Corporal Craig (for such I had made him) and his 
^Aaee military coQirades, and told them that I had 
determined to devote every Saturday to military 
exercise. They were quite delighted with this in- 
formation, for it revived in their minds the recoUec- 
tioas of proud days gone by, when the^ were subject 
to no servile employments. The clothing-chest was 
accordingly opened, and having their choice, they 
managed to make a tolerably good fit, looking ex- 
tremely well with their broad-flapped red coats land 
cocked hats, quite like brave musketeers, as they 
were ; but when they put on their broad helts, and 
shouldered arms, I ieU a glow withih me I cannot 
describe : I hoped some day to see all my people ap- 
pear thus. 

On Saturday morning we had a grand muster in 
the shade to the north of the promontory, thirty-four 
being present, inckiding Drake and ourselves. Arm($ 
were brought, and the men put in training. We kept 
them at it till noon, when dinner was served on the 
field; after which they recommenced, and the drill 
was continued until five. 

Sunday, February 1st. Our new colonists began 
to show something like devotion at prayers, which 
afforded us great satisfaction. I endeavoured, on 
this occasion, in a few plain words, to impress them 
with a sense of their depenMlance on Almighty God^ 
not only for their preservation in this life, but for 
all their hopes of happiness in the life to come ; 
aiso, to remind them of the duties they owe to Him, 
to one another, and to all men, of whatever country 
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or colour : and I took the opportunity to state to 
them, that, though some of them were my slaves 
bought with my money, I should' treat them in the 
same manner as the white indented servants in Ja- 
maica were treated— that is, after a service of seven 
years, every one of them should be free ; and that 
it was my determination such should be the law of 
the island; agreeably to which, I shoiiid require 
every residJent on it to sign a paper to that emot ; 
and that every child born on the island of slave pa- 
rents, should be considered free from the moment 
of its birth, excepting that, as a compensation for 
the support given by the master to such children in 
their childhood, they should be bound to serve him 
until the completion of their twentieth year. When 
all this had been duly explained to them, the whole 
assembly set up a shout of joyous -approval. 

Monday, 2d. AUwood now reported the three 
houses finished at Soldiers^ Town (for so we called 
the place, in honour of our military associates), and 
r desired hiip to set about building three similar 
dwellings at £dward's Island, one on each of the 
four-acre lots last cleared and cultivated. 

On Saturday we had another diifll, and the Bab- 
bath was kept with due solemnity. > 

During the two following weeks nothing remark- 
able occurred : I gave Allwood so much assistance, 
that the buildings on Edward^s Island seemed to rise 
as if by magic ; and Diego was employed, meanwhile, 
with his men, in 'enclosing the land around them with 
hurdles, and in cleajing the grounds. 

Tuesday, 24th. Martin reported a Spanish schoon- 
er in the offing. (I have omitted to mention that 
we had some time before been visited by a Spanish 
vessel, and we supposed that this might be the same, 
returned to trade with us; and so it proved.) We 
answerecThis signal by hoisting our colours,, with a 
gun ; on which the bugle wad sounded, and all the 
men hastened, by boats and canoes, to headquarters. 



300 SE award's narrative. 

Captain Drake went out in the Avon to pilot the 
stranger into port. In the mean time the soldiers 
were dressed in their regimentals, and a sentinel 
was planted at the pass between the blacjc rock and 
the promontory, and another before our mansion. 
The vessel soon anchored, and the captain came on 
shore, escorted by Drake. I had dressed for the oc- 
casion, and was sitting in state, Corporal Craig, in 
his regimentals, standing on one side, and Diego on 
the other. The Spanisu^ said he had come from 
Santa Martha on purpose to trade with us ; adding, 
that he had reported the good treatment he had re- 
ceived when he stopped in here before, and he had 
no doubt other vessels would visit us; I assured 
him of my protection, and hoped he would have no 
reason to complain of the treatment he might re- 
ceive at the island at any time ; and, in return, that 
I should have no complaint to make of any of his 
people, all of whom must be on bdard every ieven- 
mg at the firing of the gun. He now bowed and 
took his leave, but went to the storehouse, accom- 
panied by Diego, where my brother awaited him. 

They proceeded immediately to business, in the 
transaction of which my presence was not at all ne- 
cessary. Fifty per cent, on the invoice had been 
fixed as a general rule in making sales, so that James 
could give the price of every article instantly ; and 
as the Spaniard decided on anything, it was turned 
out. He took nearly all our refined sugar, two box- 
es of linen, several boxes of checks and coloured 
handkerchiefs, some bales of negro clothing, and, to 
our surprise, most of the blankets and all the candle- 
moulds, which, he said, were for the Cordilleras — 
the mountainous country to the westward of Santa 
Martha. He bought, also, a quantity of hoes and 
billhooks, some barrels of salt beef and pork, a few 
hampers of cheese, a large quantity of copper, both 
in pigs and sheets, some brass and tin, most of the 
spare crockery, and several boxes of ironmongery 
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«nd nails. The articles thus selected amounted to 
jC570' sterling by invoice, to which 50 per cent, be- 
ing added for freight, ensurance, and profit, gave 
jE^855 sterling — j£?1197 in Jamaica currency, or 3591 
dollars. In payment we received dyewoods to the 
amount of 300 dollars ; two tons of bees'- wax, 296 
dollars ; one hundred bags of cacao, at 16 dollars 
each, 1600 dollars ; twenty boxes of cigj^rs, 160 dol- 
lars ; and the balance of 1235 dollars in cash. , 

By Thursday evening he had received his goods 
all on board, and on Friday the logwood, bees'-wax, 
and cacao were shipped in the schooner for Jamaica. 
Captain Drake took two thousand dollars in addition, 
and was directed to purchase an assortment of mer- 
chandise such as was suited for the Spanish Main. 

On Saturday, while the men were at drill, I ad- 
justed the books with my brother James, and, agree- 
ably to what I had promised, paid over to him the 
profits of the recent sale, amounting to 987 dollars, 
after deducting ten per cent, for freight and ensu- 
rance. I now told lum that, from this day forward, 
I would have nothing more to do with the trade, and 
that he was to charge himself with the whole stock 
on hand, and also with what might arrive either from 
Jamaica or England : that he was, however, to keep 
my island accoimt for supplies, but totally distinct ; 
and I added that I would lend him more capital at 
any time he should require it, expecting to be reim- 
bursed when his circumstances would allow him to 
do it without inconvenience. He received my deter- 
mination and assurances with many expressions of 
gratitude, and the sum he had just received was, he 
said, a handsome earnest of his future fortune. 

Thursday, Uth of Marph. The house being now 
completed at Peccary Field, James took possession 
of it, having one of his back rooms fitted up ap a 
store-chamber, well fiJled with all requisite supplies. 
The buildings at Edward's Island were also, finished, 
and I sent the wives of the two New-England blacks 

Cc 
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to occupy one house, destined for themselves and 
their husbands, and the two sawyers and four of the 
new negro men to take up their abode provisionaUy 
in the others. 

In the evening, after the departure of our brother 
and sister, pjid the people they took with them, be- 
ing again alone and quiet, my dear Eliza and myself 
felt once more to live and breathe in freedom. 
" You have now put the machine tol^ethei:, my dear 
Edward," said she, ** and have set it in motion ; and 
the arrangements you have made with our brother 
are calculated, I think, to keep it going, without your 
continuing to harass yourself almost to death, as 
you have done of late." "Indeed, love," I replied^ 
" I hope things will go on quite smoothly, not only 
without much trouble, but greatly to our satisfaction 
and the happiness of the people ; and I bless God 
for making me the instrument of so. much, good." 

Sunday, 14th. After prayers, the four negro men 
longest with us were baptized by their respective 
names ; also Anna, Mary, and Martha, and the chil" 
dren of Hart ; but we did not consider the seven 
young negro men and four young ne^o women 
that had arrived last sufficiently advsuicedin Chris- 
tian knowledge to entitle them to the rite. Our 
school, too, was duly attended to; but, from the 
^eat increase of persons requiring tuition, not 
much time could be given to each infividual : how- 
ever, as our only object was to enable them to read 
the Scriptures, we hoped with patience to accom- 
plish it. 

Monday, 15th. I convened the people, and in 
their presence placed one of the hew negfro men 
with AUwood, one with Manus AHwood, one with 
Xavier, and one with Derrick (although himself a 
slave), and one with Hart the bricklayer, to remain 
with them four years, to learn their respective 
trades ; and it was stipulated that at the expiration 
of their apprenticeBhip*they should again serve me 
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until their seyen years of bondage were completed, 
wlien they should have a house and grounds allotted 
to them, and be free to labour for their own profit. 

Corporal Craig was now formally appointed to 
take charge of the lookout at the flagstaff, and also 
of the gun, and the regimentals, and arms for his 
three men were lodged in his house. In fine, he be- 
came my day^orderly for government arrangements, 
while Diego was in attendance for domestic affairs ; 
and therefore, as I said when I introduced him to 
my brother James, he was my minister for the home 
department— and an honest and faithful minister he 
proved. 

My dear wife and myself made frequent visits to 
Peccary Field to see our brother and sister, for 
they were so much Occupied with the improvement 
of the place, that they could not ccmvehiently leave 
it ; sod as I had bonrowed Xavier, from them for a 
time, I promised them an equivalent in Derrick as 
soon afe the stoccadoes should be finished ; for I was 
desirous in all things to observe perfect equity be- 
tween ma& aiKi man, and to show my, brother that I 
did so. 

Friday, the 19th. Captain Drake arrived this 
day from Kingston, with a full cargo for my broth^ 
er, which was conveyed to the storehouse ; and to 
my order be brought a free tailor, with his family, 
consisting of a youth of fifteen learning his trade, 
and a wife and two young daughters. He brought 
also half a dozen she-goats for the benefit of the set- 
tlement 

One of the houses lately built at Allwood's Bay 
was given to the tailor and his family, which was 
fitted up with everything needful ; am he was soon 
set to work, as we wished to dress all our people in 
regimentals, for drill. 

Wednesday,' April 7th. Two schoone«9 were re- 
ported in the of^, when our colours wer)3 hoist- 
ed, and the gun fired. ' Captain Drake discovered 
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one of them to be armed. The gmi, therefore, was 
reloaded with shot, and he armed the crew of the 
Avon, and putting on his old midshipman's uniform, 
went out to reconnoitre, signals being agreed on. 
The alarm bugle was^ sounded, and the whole force 
of the colony collected, then dressed, and put un- 
der arms, while I repaired to the flagstaff. One of 
th6 sftrange sail had a pendant flying, which implied 
that she was a king's vessel : they proved both to 
be Spaniards, and I recognised the merchant schoon- 
er as our old friend. They soon fiUed their sails 
and stood in for the harbour. I desired the corpo- 
ral to furnish the men with thirty rounds of ball car- 
tridges by way of precaution, and place all but the 
sentinels behind the house. In an hour or two the 
vessels came to anchor in Woodland Bay ; and Cap^ 
tain Drake being on board the armed schooner, 
came on shore with the Spanish captain, in his boat. 
Seeing with' my glaiiss that the Spaniard was in uni- 
form, the sentinel above the landing-place was or-^ 
dered to present arms to him as ne passed ; and 
another of the soldiers, that had been planted before 
the mansion house, paid him the same compliment. 
I received him in full dress, and with all possible 
courtesy ; a^d, having Diego for interpreter, asked 
him to what circumstance I was indebted for the hon- 
our of this visit. He answered he had been sent by 
the Governor of Santa Martha, in consequence of 
some trade with this island having been reported by 
the master of the schooner now in company with 
him. That the governor was not aware of these 
rocks being inhabited, much less under British au- 
thority; and he had, therefore, been despatched to 
inquire into the fact. " The governor has heard the 
truth," I replied ; " and you can tell his excellency 
that you have seen the British flag, and heard our 
guns." " But, may it please your excellency," said 
he, " I come in peace — ^peaoe having been long es- 
tablished between the two countries ; and it is the 
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/ desire of the Governor of Siuiia Martha that nothing 
iftay occur of an unfriendly ^ture. I am therefore 
directed, if your excellency will favour me with 91 
6ight of your commission, to assare you of his 
friendship." Diego ihad some trouble to translate 
all this, but he succeeded in making it out quite well, 
and I have put it in such languaffe asl supposed the 
Governor of Santa .Martha Xftight hav« dictated. I 
told the officer it was an unusual thing to show a 
. commission to the comsaander of 04 firmed vessel, 
and that the request, therefore, w^ a little extraor- 
dinary ; but that I wii^wd him to return in the same 
spirit of amity in -vdiich h6 came, and therefore he 
should certainly see it. After cmtering the corporal 
to parade the guard before tiie house, I accordingly 
went into the inner room for the document in ques- 
tion. On coming out, I perceiveid the men drawn up 
in the open space, and requested the -corporal to 
march them to the phuik house in a body, and in a. 
quarter of an hour send Allwood back, with a corpo- 
ralVs guaid of five, to lay on their arms near the 
landing-place belo w. Having coolly given these or- 
ders, as if it were a matter of course, I proceeded to 
read the commission, which Diego interoreted to the 
Spanish officer in the best way he could, and I then 
put it into his hands. He returned it immediately, 
with many apologies, and then ftook a packet from 
his pocket, which he delivered ,to me. I instantly 
opened it, with due respect, and> by Diego^s assist- 
ance, in about an hour I seemed to con^prehend its 
purport. A great part, of it consisted of mere comr 
pliments, among whicji some appeared not a little 
extravagant, as this : " And may your excellency live a 
^umsand years /*' " You mistsike, Diego,'' interrupt- 
ed I, as he translated it ; " Methuselah fell short of 
-that." «* Oh, yes, 'tis so, sir," he repUed ; " mille 
annos, a thousand years." " Oh, very well," I said ; 
^' tell the captain that I send back the same wish for 
his excellency the Governor of Santa Martha." 

. C 0*3 
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This important business being finished, I ordered 
a hamper of strong beer and a good Gloucester 
cheese to be put in the Spaniard's boat, and shortly- 
after he took his leave, receiving the salute of the 
guard on embarking in his boat, to ivhich. Diego at- 
tended him. I^e returned me his thanks by that 
faithful servant for the present I had made Jiim, and 
in half an hour, accompanied by the Avon dear of 
the shoals, he stood out to sea. 

Our soldiers were now marched back, and assu- 
med their ordinary dress, all except the corporal 
and his three comrades ; and a sufficient number of 
men being sent to assist my brother, he proceeded 
to negotiate with the captain of the trading schoon- 
er, unloading her of her goods from Santa Martha, 
and loading her with such of his own as the Span- 
iard thought fit to take ; and a profitable business it 
was, for James cleared not less than 1000 dollars by 
his sales, besides what he ;night get on the Spanish 
cargo at Kingston. 

ML the tradesmen and labourers were settled with- 
in a few days after tibie departure of the schooner, 
and Drake set off again to Jamaica in the Porghee. 
There was little or no money yet coming to any of 
the people, but they were satisfied, and saw that in 
a little time that would not be the case. I had no 
orders for Captain Drake except to bring four new 
negro men and as many girls, and I gave him llOO 
dollars for tiiat purpose. 

During the absence of the schooner, our various 
operations went on successfully. The sawyers had 
accomplished a good deal, and the soldiers' lots were 
enclosed, and pretty weU prepared for planting. 
My brother had done much to Peccary Field, and our 
settlement was cut off from the isthmus by a strong 
barricade from the black rock to the face of the 
promontory. 

Saturday, May 1st. Captain Drake arrived this 
morning while, we were at drill. We were happy 
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to see him, and the more so when he presented us 
with letters from England. Business, too, had speed- 
ed well ; he had brought the four negro men and as 
many girls, which I had sent for, and they cost 
rather less than the sum I had given him. 

Religious services and teachmg filled up th» Sun- 
day, as heretofore, and on M cmday and Tuesday the 
schooner's cargo was discharged. As the fains might 
again be expected in eight or ten days, all hands were 
'set to work in getting in the produce of our various 
plantations. The com and tobacco, and many of 
the roots, were secured by the 21st, when the rain 
began to fall, and lasted, as usual, about five days ; 
and after it ceased, the remainder of the crop was 
taken up, and th^ grounds replanted with all expedi- 
tion ; so that, by the 31st of May, all was finished. 

During these operations my dear wife and my- 
self had frequent conversations on the expediency 
of making a visit to England ; and, having determined 
to do so, we made it knpwn to our brothier and sis- 
ter. They could not but admit that we felt and 
judged rightly ; and a few days after we assembled 
the people, and told them of the necessity of our 
absence for a few months. I then gave myl)rother 
the commission I had drawn up, appointing him my 
lieutenant, and it was read adoud to them ; after 
which I expressed to them my hope that tiiey would 
be governed by him as they had been by me, not 
doubting but he would do everything for their wel- 
fare ; and, having appointed the following morning 
for a full settlement of accounts with each individ- 
uali they were permitted to retire. 

I visited the different parts of the settlement to 
see that everything was right before I left, and gave 
directions to Allwood for some additions I wished 
made to the mansion house during my absence. 
After drill on Saturday, the 5th of June, accompani- 
ed by my brother and Captain Drake, and Allwood 
and Hart, not omitting my faithful and intelligem 
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Diego, we walked down towards the rocks that fonn 
the sea-line of the open ground before the mansion, 
and here I pointed out a position, within forty yards 
of the shore, where I proposed to erect a ten-ipin 
battery en hat^bette. I planned out the work as I 
woul4 iiave it done, and then took occasion to com- 
municate to l^ese chief men of the colony, what I 
expected 'ft'om them while I was away. 

Sunday) €th. We k^pt this day with the usual so- 
lemnity ; and on the next morning, our trunks, a box 
of fine shells, and the iron chest, containing 1930 
doubloons, 3800 doUars, and the gold aiid silver ar- 
ticles found in the cave, being all ready on board the 
Porgy, we set forward to embark, accompanied by 
our brother and sister, and followed closely by Di- 
ego and Rota, and all our people : our older friends 
were deeply affected, embracing our knees and kiss- 
ing our hands; and thus, with their blessings and 
the blessing of €rod, we sailed out of the northern 
channel with a fine breeze from the east, bound for 
Jamaica. ^ 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Wi had a long passage, owing to light winds, so 
that we did not arrive at Kingston until the 21st of 
the month, where, finding the lodgings of our obli- 
ging brown landlady unoccupied, we took up our res- 
vience there. On the following day I engaged out 
passage in the Phoenix, Captain QTracy, for London, 
6he being quite ready for sea. 

Bein^ now at leisure^ I sat down with Brake to 
give him instructions in regard to the various mat- 
ters that would require his attention duhng my ab- 
sence } and living gonet hrough with them, '* Now, 
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Drake," said I, '* there is but one point more : hav- 
ing determined to establish a military force as far 
as our strength will allow, and my brother being my^ 
heutenant, I will thank yeu to purchase cloth, and 
Jace, and such other things as may be necessary to 
make him a complete suit, corresponding as i^early 
as possible with the soldiers^ uniform ; * and, tnat aU 
may be right, get him ar proper sword and hat ; also, 
before you sail, provide yourself with a« midship- 
man^s dress." Drake was fond of miHtary display, 
, and. therefore readily promised that my wishes in 
this particular should be immediately attended to. 

Circumstances occurred to detam the vessel a 
few days longer than was expected, but on Friday 
I sent on boa^ the iron chest, with our trunks and 
other baggage, and early on Saturday morning, af- 
ter settlmg with our brown hostess, and taking an 
affectionate leave of all our friends, myself, my dear 
wife, and our faithful Fidele embarked on board the 
good ship Phcsnix. The Seabreeze setting in, the 
noble ship was soon under sail, and we passed out 
of the harbour in gallant style. The weather con- 
tinued fine Until we got into the Gulf of Florida, 
where we were much annoyed by fogs and variable 
winds. We got on very well, however, and, meet- 
ing with no accident on the passage, on the morn- 
ing of the 17th of August we arrived off Gravesend. 
Our fellow-passengers instantly set off for London 
by land, but I contented myself with sending a note 
to Messrs. Perry and Co., informing them of my ar- 
rival, and that I had brought with me some doubloons 
and doUars, and also some gold and silver manufac- 
tured articles of value, of which I sent an inventory, 
and requested them to despatch a clerk to meet me, 
and take charge of the chest containing them, on the 
arrival of the ship the following day. 

We proceeded up the river the same afternoon, 
and before the ship came to her moorings, Mr. 
Child, one of the partners of the banking house, 
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came on board, and introduced himself to me. After 
the usual compliments, he asked me if the gold and 
sUver articles I had enumelrated were in the ship^s 
manifest; and wheki I replied in the negative, he 
said he was afraid they would be seized; or, if we 
should even succeed in getting them entered at the 
custom-house, that great difficulties would be thrown 
in the way of paving the duty and recovering them. 
" What am I to do, then ?" said I ; " I have no desire 
to cheat the revenue." , '^ If the custom-house offi- 
cers get bold of them," he replied, "they will be 
but little scrupulous in defrauding you of them alto<« 
gether, if they can set up any plea for doing it." 
" Can they touch the bullion ?" said 1. " If they find 
it in the same chest, they may," he answered ; '* and 
I am not sure that they would not seize the ship 
i^so." I now became very uneasy, and proposed 
to throw the articles overboard rather than risk any 
of the possibilities he had suggested. My wife was 
present at this conversation.^ ** My dear husband,** 
said she, " send for the captain immediately, and 
state the matter to him exactly as it is." Mr. Child 
opposed this step, as being rash atid dangerous. '' It 
is the only one that can, with propriety, be resorted 
to in the present exigency," I rejoined, " and I shall 
take it." 

Captain Tracey and myself had been on the best 
terms during the passage ; he was an honest, open* 
hearted man, and I therefore hesitated the less in 
confidinff the matter to his discretion. ''Put the 
gold and silver muslin, or whatever you call it, in 
your trunks," said he, "and I will clap the rest 
aown in the manifest as the property of Edwaiid 
Seaward, Esq., passenger : they will undoubtedly 
admit everything to entry but the gold and silver 
doth." The banker was not qtiite sure of this ; but 
I took t)ie captain's advice, and disposed of the tis- 
sues as he directed, packing the other articles in a 
large box, and putting a card on the lid, endorsed* 



BSAWARD^S NARlUTttS. 311 

^ 6<^d and silver articles, belonging to Mr. Edward 
Seaward, passenger, Phoenix ; to be entered at the 
custom-house, London.'* After we had thus ar- 
ranged matters, " Well, madam," said Mr. Child ta 
my wife, " I think this may do : Mr. Seaward is tru* 
ly happy in having so good a counsellor." In the 
evening we went on shore, taking the trunk in which 
was the tissue,- and which t^he officer on board al-« 
lowed to pass on receiving a fee of 5«. Mr. Child 
very politely accompanied us to the hotel in the 
Adelphi, and) on taking his leave> promised to send 
a clerk to take the iron chest to his bank. We 
congratulated ourselves on^ being once more alone, 
withy our faithful Fidele ; and he seemed to be na 
less pleased. 

About iioon the next day we received our trunks, 
with a note from Captain Tracey, stating that he 
had found much difficulty in getting the gold and. 
silver articles admitted to entry ; but, being satisfied 
that the demur was chiefly to get a douceur, he had 
borrowed Ave guineas from my banker's clerk on 
my account, which soon effected the object; and 
that, as soon as the duty was ascertained, he would 
inform me of it. I was well satisfied with this ac<» 
count of the matter ; but it did not end here ; for in 
the sequel I had more trouble about the^ things than 
they were all worth. A plea was brought forward 
under some old statut^ respecting popish relics, and 
I know not what ; in consequence of which I had to 
swear that the crucifixes did not belong to Jesuits, 
and that they were not for the use of the pope or 
his emissaries^ fiic, i nor is it improbable, had not 
the laws against necromancy and witchcraft been 
fortunately repealed a few months before, that I 
should have had another string of oaths tendered ta 
me, on the subject of obeas and talismans, as touch*^ 
ing the triangular pieces of gold, and some otiier 
strange-looking articles in the box; for the more 
oaths the more fees. Howeverj in about a month 
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ftom my landing I obtained the things, after paying 
in fees and duty upward of JpSOO. 

We remained within the whole of Wednesday, 
except walking out a little in the dusk of the even- 
ing for exercise. In repacking our trunks on 
Thursday morning, we were reminded that our 
wardrobe would not do. The mode differed consid- 
erably even, from what we ha^ seen among well- 
dressed persons in Jamaica; and, notwithstanding 
our vanity-despising humility, we could not resist 
the desire of appearing like other gentr]^ of easy 
fortune. While we were conning over tms matter, 
Mr. and Mrs. Child were announced ; and, after the 
exchange of compliments, my dear wife, with her 
usual ingenuousness, told her visiter how much she 
should be obhged for a little counsel on a subject we 
had just been discussing ; adding, *^ When we make 
ourselves look like other people, I shall be happy to 
return your kind call." " My dear Mrs. Seaward,'* 
replied she, " I shall be too happy in assisting you 
to ruin your husband in any way!" Eliza looked 
planet-struck i at length, recovering from her aston- 
ishment, she asked what she was tp understand by 
such a declaration. "Oh, nothing," replied Mrs. 
Child, laughing ; " c'est seulement une faqon de par-^ 
ler: you shall go with me instantly in my carriage, 
and we will o]5er whatever you wish." My dear 
wife thanked her with great courtesy, but said, if 
she would have the kindness to send a milliner and 
mantuamaker to her, it was all the trouble she could 
think of putting her to, and for this she should be 
much obliged. Her visiter pressed her to accom- 
pany her, but in vain. The giddy Mrs. Child little 
knew the steady purpose of the one she would per- 
suade to enter on a project, where a mere phantom 
at the outset, if, indeed, it were no more than a phan- 
tom, had so shocked her sensitive mind. As this 
was a visit of ceremony, I said nothing to Mr. Child 
on business ; and, after a rather longer stay than 
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ceremony seemed to require, the lady, finding her 
importunities unavailing, at leiu^h rose, and they 
took their leave. " Many thanEs to Mrs. Child," 
said my dear Eliza, as we heard their coach drive 
away. ^'Jest and eamesti not unfrequently, are 
like the shadow and the suhstance. I have seen the 
shadow — it shall be my care to avoid the substance ; 
I must be on my guard, I perceive, with that 
woman." I smiled, but endeavoured to convince 
her that nothing was meant ; that it was only an idle 
flourish of the lady, and should be passed by as 
«uch; but, smiling in turn, she reminded me of my 
own maxim in other matters as to the excellent 
quality of caution, and begged leaye to be permitted 
to exercise it in regard to her new acquaintance. 

Before dinner-time the milliner and mantuama- 
ker arrived, and al^o a tailor that I had sent for< 
After a long consultation and much discussion with 
these important personages, all points were at len^h 
settled, and on Saturday evening our undress suits 
came home. On Sunday morning we prepared for 
church, a happiness looked forward to by us with 
pleasure ever since our arrival ; and, in truth, we 
much needed some spiritual help, through the ordi- 
nary means of grace, for we felt that the tone of 
our devotional feelings had undergone no very fa« 
vourable change since leaving o.ur tropical paradise, 
l^y dear wife, being dressed in the new mode, found 
{Treat difficulty in walking with high heels, not hav- 
mg worn any for more than two years, and those 
low compared with the present style. Her farthin- 
gale, too, was cumbrous, and altogether she felt very 
uncomfortable ; a little black hat with feathers being 
the only tolerable part of her attire. I had less to 
complain of,, Eliza's good taste having decided for 
me against lace. My suit, therefore, was a plain 
one, for which I was thankful : deep ruffles had been 
appended to my shirts at the breast and wrists ; my 
knee and shoe buckles were handsome ; and, as I 

D D 
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would not submit to the torture of a toupee, my head 
was accommodated with a morning peruke in tie , 
and a plain hat, with a silver loop and button, com- 
pleted my attire. We attended divine service at 
the church of St. Martin-le-Grand ; and on our re- 
turn to the hotel, after having dined, we endeavour- 
ed to keep alive our habit of reading the Scriptures. 
On Monday we returned the visit of Mr. and Mrs. 
Child, and left our names, they not being at home. 
I then proceeded to Lombard-street, where I met 
Mr. Perry, who took me into an inner room, leaving 
Mrs. Seaward the while in the carriage at the door. 
He lost ho time in compliments, but proceeded im- 
mediately to business : saying, first, that he had to 
congratulate both himself and me on his judgment 
in investing my money in the three per cent. South 
Sea transferable stock, for that the fours would now 
certainly soon be paid off, to the great loss of the 
holders : that the threes had advanced since he 
made the purchase for me in May last year, from 8.S 
to 99, which last price was the quotation at Change 
Alley this day ; and, although the fours had also ris- 
en considerably, namely, from 105 to*114, yet, when- 
ever the ministry found themselves able to do it 
(and they might do it any day, if they knew how to 
go about it), they would pay off every hundred with 
a corresponding hundred in money ; that is, with a 
jE^IOO three per cent. Stock, and the additional bonus 
of £\ or £2. "But," continued he, "there are 
' wheels within wheels, Mr. Seaward ; and that which 
ought to grease the large wheel is employed to 
grease the small ones. I am a Whig, sir, and a sup- 
porter of the king's government ; but there is a want 
of principle in the men at the head of affairs that 
would disgrace Change Alley. The truth is, men 
in office too frequently sacrifice principle to a mo- 
mentary expediency, which to me is no small evi- 
dence of inferior talents." Having said this with 
some degree of warmth, he apologized for allowing 
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himself to deviate from the subject of our business ; 
but the truth, I suspect, was, that he had taken some 
pains to advise the minister on the mode of paying 
off the four per cent, stocky and his goodnoffices hav- 
ing been treated rather shghtingly, he was piqued, 
and could not suppress his indignation. 

However this might be, I thought the present a fa- 
vourable opportunity to rbention my wish to pur- 
chase a grant of the islands, and, accordingly, I 
broached the subject to him. " There will be some 
difficulty in it, I apprehend," he replied ; " yet it is 
not three years ago since grants of lands in the isl- 
and of St. Christopher's were given to the amount 
of j£?40,000, to portion off the Princess Royal on 
her marriage with the Prince of Orange." " But 
how shall I set about it V I inquired. He paused a 
little, and then said, "There are so many ways, that 
I haidly know how to direct you : if there were but 
the king's highway, I should be at no loss to point 
out the road. Excuse me, Mr. Seaward," he con- 
tinued, after another short pause, " but woul^ you 
be content to wade through dirty water to accom- 
plish this affair, or is it your intention to go to it 
simply as a man of business, and in that way put it 
to issue V " As a man of business," I replied ; " I 
vnll not approach the minister through any dirty 
channels. The truth is, Mr. Perry, I desire to effect 
my object with no other view, and for no other pur- 

gose, than to secure the poor people there in their 
ttle possessions,, made somewnat valuable to them 
by their own labour and my patronage ; but for any 
personal advantage, I woidd freely bind myself to 
give all the money I may ever denve from it to the 
minister's lackey, or to any one else he might choose 
to appoint." ,*^Give me your hand, sir," said old 
Perry ; " I will negotiate for you ; but in these times, 
a suspicion of indirect interest in the thing is sure 
to be entertained; and, until Sir Robert Walpole 
can be made to see it as it is, he will believe it to be 
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soHiethmg of more importaiiice than you are dis^ 
poeed to admk, and so withhold the grant until he 
18 satiafied in some way or other on the subject." I 
had no argument to offer against this, and therefore 
finished by accepting his kuid offices ; adding, that I 
should cheerfully rest the result on his endeavourSi 
and my own inte^ty of purpose. 

This consultation being broiight to a close, he 
urged me to invest my doubloons and dollars in the 
three per cents. ; but I told him it was probable I 
should have occasion for th^ whole, of the money, 
and that I woidd therefore allow it to remain as it 
was. "Do not do that," said he, "but send it to 
maiket : it will never bring a better price ; and I 
will place the amount to your credit, and allow you 
two per cent, for it, as I have hitherto done for all 
moneys abov-e one hundred pounds, and it will then 
be equally at your command as now." I did not 
hesitate, and fixed the next day to count out the 
doubloons and dollars fot the purpose of converting 
them into corvent numey : I then shook the oldgen<- 
Ueman cordially by the hand and took my leave, a 
favourable impression being made, if I mistook not, 
on %!»oth sides. 

Eliza was not tired with waiting for me, but she 
was, nevertheless, ^lad to see me again. "My 
Edwaid," said she, as I stepped into the coach, "I 
thought I had lost you." I would have told her at 
once all that had passed beftween Mr. Perry and 
myself but for the noise of carts and carriages, and 
of people bawling along the streets all sorts of thin^ 
to sell, chairs to mend, and bellows to mend, as if 
the crier himself had a pair of smith's bellows with* 
in him. But, while dinner was getting ready, I re« 
lated to her the whole of the banker's conversation; 
she was much pleased ^thit, and said it was straight- 
forward and to the purpose ; " that Mr. Perry showed 
his colours" — an expression she had been much ac- 
customed to at our island-home; and she ventured 



ssawarb's narratiyb. 817 

to predict, from what had passed, that ^through his 
agency the business would be done, if it could be 
done at sill. 

: During the remainder of the week I was engaged 
in business, partly at the custom-hOuse in regard to 
.the gold and silver articles. But my first object 
was to ascertain the precise state of my finances. 
I had called at the banker's agreeably to promise^ 
and counted out 1900 doubloons and 3000 dollars ' 
from the iron chiest, reserving 30 of the gold pieces 
jand 300 dollars for my own use, lest I might at 
some future day require them. The doubloons were 
aold for jC6650, and the dollars for j£675, and passed 
to my credit. I now received my account current, 
in which I perceived JE?67,424 in three per cent. 
South Sea stock, purchased at 83 in May last year, 
and jE?2106 in the same stock, bought in January last 
9t 95, the cost of the whole in money being JE?58,000. 
In the statement of other items, pro and con, there 
appeared a balance of i^9554 lU:6d.to my credit 
this day, viz., the S8th of August,. 1 736 ; so that, 
without taking the vs^ue of the contents of the box 
9i the custom-house into consideration, or my broth- 
er's debt to me, I could estimate my fortune at near- 
ly i^68,000 sterling, and my income from govern- 
ment securities at upward of jE^SOOO a year* each 
half-yiearly dividend being jE?i074 2s. Having thus 
ascertained the state and condition of my money ' 
concerns, I felt myself prepared to square my ex- 
penditures accordingly. 

On Sunday we attended church morning and 
evening, and early in the week luui the pleasure 
to receive letters from dear Mr. Goldsmith and my 
sisters, in acknowledgment of some we had written 
immediately after our arrival. They hoped to see 
us soon, and we as sincerely hoped and desired to 
escape from the vortex we saw gathering round us, 
to the peaceful retreat of our virtuous, gentle, and ' 
dearly-loved friends. 

DdS 
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Sir Robert Walpole was now out of town, but 
early in September the murder of Captain Porteus 
by the Edinburffh people brbught the minister to 
London, to hold a cabmet council^ and very soon 
after this Mr. Perry contrived to soucit an interview 
for me, and procured a card with my name written 
on it, bearing Sir Robert's initials in one comer. 
My dear wife and myself rejoiced when he called 
on me with the news of his success thus far. " Now, 
Mr. Seaward," said he, *' I hate bribery and corrup- 
tion in all shapes, and I have reason, to believe you 
are of the .same mind ; but when you take this card, 
you must sive a ciown to the porter at the gate, an- 
pther to me warder in the great hall, and half a 
guinea to the servant in waiting, who will show you 
mto the secretary's room ; and when you present 
faim (I mean the secretary) the card, put a couple 
of guineas into his hand, wrapped up in a clean 
piece of paper, sajring, * Sir, 1 will mank you to 
give this to those to whom I have given so much 
trouble.' " I soon "got my lesson, and thanked Mr. 
Perry for the trouble he had taken in the business. 

The next morning I went to the minister's resi- 
dence at the hour appointed for my attendance, and 
passed the porter and the warder with silver keys, 
the servant in waiting vrith a small gold key, and 
delivering my card to the secretary, and putting two 
|;old pieces, neatly wrapped up, into his hand, say- 
ing the piecise words dictated by Mr. Perry, he 
made a gentle inclination of his head, and dropped 
the offenng into one of his waistcoat pockets, a 
pouch ample enough to contain a peck, Winchester 
measure. He took my card and went away, and, 
returning in a few miniltes, ^sired me to wait, i 
was shoivn into a room where there were five gen- 
tlemen already e:iq>ecting a summons. The anxious 
brow or inquiring eye was to be seen in every one, 
.but nothing passed beyond some remarks on the op- 
pressiveness of the weather. In about an hour I 
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m^s neq^estecl tp ioUow the servant in waiting, bat 
had scarcely; got beyond the anteroom when a pei^ 
son with a star njiade his appearance, desiring to see 
Sir Roberiu ,| was therefore under the padnful ne^ 
cessity of ren^sdning with the other expectants h^f 
an hour longer, during which time three more gen*- 
tlemen came in, no^ doubt all by the help of sSver 
and gold keys, and little paokets for the secretary's 
capacious ana very faslnon^le pocket I was at 
length again suQimoned, and being ushered into the 
minister's library, found him sitting before a large 
round table, in .an old carved oak chair, with a pen 
in his hand, surrounded by written and printed pa^ 
pers, and the moment I entered he began to wtite. 
*^ You must not speak,; sir, ^ill he is at leisure and 
speaks to you," whispered the attendant gently in mj 
ear. In a, few minutes the great man laid down his 
pen, and, without farther preface or ceremony, he ad- 
dressed me, aiud the following dialogue ensued ver* 
batimi fpr which I aoi not indebted to my memory^ 
as will afterward appe^ir. 

Si^ Eo^eri Walpole. — "J :imderstaad, sir, you wiaBt 
£1 grant pf some island, or rocky islands, on the 
Spanish Main; jli wish to know upon what grounds 
you make this requpst V^ 

Mr- &e0muf:d.-r^"'l was «hipwTe<^d, sir, nearly 
three years ago, on those rocdLy islaads, when on 
my passage from Jamaica to the Bay of Honduras. 
We had been driven ptnt of our course by a hurri- 
cane: the vessel strupk in the night: liie captain 
and crew took V^ the boat, and no doubt were lost. 
Kext morning the brig drifted in over the reef, and 
I and my w^£9 were th& only persons saved. We 
landed on the lajrgest island, and remained there 
alone, making the be^st arrangement I could for oiht 
future comfort. )n ^^ijit six atondis afterward, two 
negro men and three womeni who had escaped fh>m 
a wrecked Spanish etchooner, were lilso cast upon 
the island. We Ih^n idl laboured industriously te 
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cnltivate 3rains and maize, and some other seeds and! 
roots I had taken on board the vessel for my use at 
the Bay of Honduras. Some months after this» 
having seen vessels pass, we took the brig's fore- 
topgallantmast and ensign, sind erected a flagstaff 
on the highest point of me laikl : very soon after it 
was done I heard guns in the offing, and, on ascend- 
ing the height, Saw a Spanish armed brig pursuing 
an English schooner, and firing at her with her bow- 
chasers. I immediately hoisted the colours, and 
the schooner made for the inlet. We had three or 
four muskets and some boarding-pikes I had brought 
from the vessel, which we carried with us for our 
own defence, should it be necessary. But, sir, I 
could not stand by and see the Spaniard firing at an 
English vessel, directly under our flag, without ma- 
king a return upon bis decks, on winch he hauled 
his wind and stood off. The schooner, which be- 
longed to N(N*folk in Virginia, came then safely to 
an anchor, and the Spaniard hove to in the offlng. 
In the night, however, he sent in his boat to take the 
schooner ; but we met his boat with all the force 
we could collect, namely, six or eight oi us alto- 
gether, armed with the muskets and boarding-pikes, 
and some axes and billhooks, and we succeeded in 
not only repelling him, but in taking from him ten 
muskets, with his ammunition, and two Bermudian 
negroes, his prisoners, that he had put in the -boat 
as being good rowers. The officer gave up his 
sword, and Isent him and his crew back, thus dis- 
armed, to his commsmder, with a message, saying, 
that the conduct of the captain of the guarda-costa 
was unpardonable, and it should be represented. I 
am afraid, sir," continued Mr. Seaward, " I a!m tiring 
you with a long story, and, if you please, here it 
shall end." Sir Robert replied, ** Go on, sir." Mr. 
Seaward resumed : ** After repairing some damages 
the schooner had sustained, 1 took passage in her to 
Jamaica, and there purchased a Bennuduai vessel^ 
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In which I carried to the rocky island a new main- 
mast, a suit of saiifi, a captain and a crew for the 
brig in which I had been stranded, and ^o some 
artificers and negroes, with stock and implements, 
to settle a little colony whete t^rovidence had placed 
me. I applied to tbs governor of Jamaica for a 
commission as captain-commandant of the islands, 
that I might be legally authorized to repel any at- 
tack of the Spaniards against us, and to give pro- 
tection to any vessel taking shelter from them 
amoxu[ our rocks ; and, having obtained this cre- 
dentisd, I took a twelve^pound gun to the island, 
which is now mounted on the height near the flag- 
staff; and I have trained the people to arms for de- 
fence, and bave taken possession of the group of 
rocks and islands in the name of our most gracious 
lord the king. I am therefora desirous to have a 
grani of aU those rocks and islands under the seal 
of his majesty." 

Sir RfAert WalpdU, — ^' This is a very serious busi- 
iiesi^, sir: I have heard your version of it, biU the 
£ourt of Spain may have occasion to represent it 
very d^iently. When the necessary inquiries 
liave been made, my secretary shall have directiomi 
to require your attendance. " 

Jl^. Siauiard, — '^ Sir Robert Walpole, I should de- 
spise myself, and one I love dearer than my life 
would despise me, and Uae God I desire to serve 
would ad^hor me, if I ceuld lie to you or to any man, 
or in one tittle deviate from the truth. If I had not 
loved and honoured my king, I need not have taken 
possession of ^those unpeopled rocks in his name. 
The Spaniavd would have gladly acknowledgSed them 
and me. And in what way can I more sitotantiaEy 
ehow mj adlegiance than by offering to pay for a 
^anl af that which is, in point of nght, my oii^l 
Neither England, nor Spain, nor any other country 
had ever tiioiight it worth their while to take posses- 
sion oi those rocks ; and, as I am not a courtier, I 
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hope you will pardon my free declaration, that if I 
am to be pushed by &Qd put off with the answer you 
have now given me, I will immediately fp to Mad- 
rid, and try how the matter will be received there. 
Recollect, Sir Robert, if the king is to have a right 
in those islands, it must be through my right. Yet I 
wish to come to you "for a grace ; but i^en I have 
grace to ask as a favour that which is a right, I do 
not see much grace in refusing a right as if it were 
a favour." 

Sir Robert Walpole. — *^ You are very warm, young 
man. If you were to ^ to Madrid, they would send 
you to the Castle fot firmg on their guaida-costa, and 
m all probabiUty you would be executed as an un- 
commissioned pirate . Call on me to-morrow morn- 
ing at ten o^clock, and I will see w]|iat can be done.'* 

I called on the minister the next morning accord- 
ing to appointment, but, instead of seeing him, I got 
no farther than his secretary. This gentleman was 
abundantly courteous, telling me I could not see Sir 
Robert, but that he would do everything in his pow- 
er to serve me and promote my views. He even 
overwhelmed me with compliments ; said I ouffht to 
be made govenuu: of Seaward Islands with a hand- 
some salary, but that the hands of the minister were 
absolutely tied : Pultney, andWyndham, and some 
others kept up such a continued alarm that nothing 
could be done. However, he could assure me that 
the minister was well ^sposed towards me ; and if 
I could call in a few days, he would let me know 
when I might call again. But he insinuated that Sir 
Robert was rather displeased with my freedom of 
speech,. and that he (the secretary) feared, unless 
we could make a friend of some person who had the 
ear of the minister, there would be no end to my 
difficulties. " Then, sir," said I, " you have no in- 
structions to arrange this business with me ?" '* Oh, 
bless you, sir," he replied, " business is not done in 
the kind of way you seem to expect. At piesent I 
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I do no more than promise you my good offices ; 

I I do so, relying on your good sense to make a 

ateful and proper use of them." " I don't under- 

and your way of doing business, sir," I rejoined, 

and have therefore only^to beg you will accept my 

3st acknowledgments in the same spirit you have 

ffered me your best services." He stared at me, 

Jid, each bowing very low to the other, I retired. 

On returning home, I related to my dear wife all 
Uiat had passed. She commended me for my up- 
right spirit, saying, '' If you can secure the islands 
by direct and honest means, even at the cost of a 
considerable sum, do it; but disdain, as. you have 
done, any admission of bad conduct, or any over- 
ture of bribery to secretaries or go-betweens." 
" Spoken like yourself," said I, " my Eliza." 

On the following day I had a visit fVom Mr. Pow- 
is, a gentleman to whom I had been introduced by 
Mr. Child, and who had made many professions of 
friendship^ After tlie usual compliments, he said, 
" Well, you have had an interview with Sir Robert, 
and it terminated just as I should have anticipated." 
"And how do you know how it terminated, Mr. 
Powis 1" I replied. " On your honour, Mr. Seaward, 
you will never disclose any communication I may 
make to you, and I will tell you more than you could 
suppose. You won on my friendship the first day I 
had the pleasure of meeting you at Mr. Child's, and 
I am anxious to serve you. The minister has two 
ears, which, perhaps, you may think a very foolish 
observation. You did not speak to him through the 
right ear, although I imderstand you were very im- 
pressive ; so much so, indeed, that he said ' I must 
know something more of this young man ; I should 
not like him for an enemy.' But this sort of PufFen- 
dorff reajBoning with a prime minister won't do, 
my friend. Therefore, if you desire to gain your 
point, be advised by me : lower your tone, and get 
the right ear of the minister — which, by-the-by, he 
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hope you will pardon my free declaration, that if I 
am to be pushed by tod put off with the answer you 
have now given me, I will immediately go to Mad- 
rid, and try how the matter will be received there. 
Recollect, Sir Robert, if the king is to have a right 
in those islands, it must be through my right. Yet I 
wish to come to you^for a grace ; but when I have 
grace to ask as a favour that which is a rioht, I do 
not see much grace in refusing a rig^t as if it were 
a favour." 

Sir Robert Wdpole.—^^ You are very warm, young 
man. If you were to ^ to Madrid, they would send 
you to the Castle fot firmg on their guarda-costa, and 
m all probability you would be executed as an un- 
commissioned pirate. Call on me to-^morrow morn- 
ing at ten o'clock, and I will see w]|iat can be done.'* 

I called on the minister the next morning accord- 
ing to appointment, but, instead of seeing him, I got 
no farther than his secretary. This g^iSeman was 
abundantly courteous, telling me I could not see Sir 
Robert, but that he would do everything in his pow- 
er to serve me and promote my views. He even 
overwhelmed me with compliments ; said I ouffht to 
be made govenuu: of Seaward Islands with a hand- 
some salary, but that the hands of the minister were 
absolutely tied : Puitney, and Wyndham, and some 
others kept up such a continued alarm that nothing 
could be done. However, he could assure me that 
the minister was weU disposed towards me ; and if 
I could call in a few days, he would let me know 
when I might call again. But he insinuated that Sir 
Robert was rather displeased with my freedom of 
speech,. and that he (the secretary) feared, unless 
we could make a friend of some person who had the 
ear of the minister, there woidd be no end to my 
difficulties. '* Then, sir," said I, '* you have no in- 
structions to arrange this business with me V ** Oh, 
bless you, sir," he replied, " business is not done in 
the kind of way you seem to expect. At piesent I 
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can do no more than promise you my good offices ; 
and I do so, relying on your good sense to make a 
grateful and proper use of them/' *'I donH under- 
stand your way of doing business, sir," I rejoined, 
" and have therefore only, to beg you will accept my 
best acknowledgments in the same spirit you have 
offered me your best services." He stared at me, 
and, each bowing very low- to the other, I retired. 

On returning home, I related to my dear wife all 
that had passed. She commended me for my up- 
right spirit, saying, '' If you can secure the islands 
by direct and nonest means, even at the cost of a 
considerable sum, do it ; but disdain, as you have 
done, any admission of bad conduct, or any over- 
ture of bribery to secretaries or go-betweens." 
" Spoken like yourself," said I, " my Eliza." 

On the following day I had a visit from Mr. Pow- 
is, a gentleman to whom I had been introduced by 
Mr. Child, and who had made many professions of 
friendship^ After tiie usual con^pliments, he said, 
" Well, you have had an interview with Sir Robert, 
and it terminated just as I should have anticipated." 
"And how do you know how it terminated, Mr. 
Powis ?" I replied. " On your honour, Mr. Seaward, 
you will never disclose any communication I may 
make to you, and I will tell you more than you could 
suppose. You won on my friendship the first day I 
had the pleasure of meeting you at Mr. Child's, and 
I am anxious to serve you. The minister has two 
ears, which, perhaps, you may think a very foolish 
observation. You did not speak to him through the 
right ear, although I understand you were very im- 
pressive; so much so, indeed, that he said ' I must 
know something more of this younjg man ; I should 
not like him for an enemy.' But this sort of Puffen- 
dorff reasoning with a prime minister won't do, 
my friend. Therefore, i^ou desire to gain your 
point, be advised by me^ower your tone, and get 
the right ear of the minister — ^which, by-the-by, he 
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hope you will pardon my free declaration, that if I 
am to be pushed by ^nd put off with the answer you 
have now ^%'en me, I will immediately go to Mad- 
rid, and try how the matter will be received there. 
Recollect, Sir Robert, if the king is to have a right 
in those islands, it must be through my right. Yet I 
wish to come to you 'for a grace ; but when I have 
grace to ask as a favour that which is a risht, I do 
not see much grace in refusing a right as if it were 
a favour." 

Sir Robert Walpole. — ^'* You are very wann, young 
man. If you were to g[o to Madrid, they would send 
you to the Castle fo)* finng on their guarda^costa, and 
m all probability you would be executed as an un- 
commissioned pirate. Call on me to-^morrow morn- 
ing at ten o'clock, and I will see w^t caii be done.'* 

I called on the minister the next morning accord- 
ing to appointment, but, instead of seeing him, I got 
no farther than his secretary. This gentleman was 
abundantly courteous, telling me I could not see Sir 
Robert, but that he would do everything in his pow- 
er to serve me and promote my views. He even 
overwhelmed me with compliments ; said I ought to 
be made govefncH: of Seaward Islands with a hand- 
some salary, but that the hands of the minister were 
absolutely tied : Pultney, and Wyndham^ and some 
others kept up such a continued alarm that nothing 
could be done. However, he could assure me that 
the minister was weU disposed towards me ; and if 
I could call in a few days, he would let me know 
when I might call again. But he insinuated that Sir 
Robert was rather displeased with my freedom of 
speech,. and that he (the secretary) feared, unless 
we could make a friend of some person who had the 
ear of the minister, there would be no end to my 
difficulties. " Then, sir," said I, " you have no in- 
structions to arrange this business with me V *^ Oh, 
bless you, sir," he replied, " business is not done in 
the kind of way you seem to expect. At present I 
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can do no more than promise you my good offices ; 
and I do so, relying on your good sense to make a 
grateful and proper use of them." *'I donH under- 
stand your way of doing business, sir," I rejoined, 
" and have therefore only^ to beg you will accept my 
best acknowledgments in the same spirit you have 
offered me your best services." He stared at me, 
and, each bowing very low- to the other, I retired. 

On returning home, I related to my dear wife all 
that had passed. She commended me for my up- 
right spirit, saying, '' If you can secure the islands 
by direct and honest means, even at the cost of a 
considerable sum, do it; but disdain, as you have 
done, any admission of bad conduct, or any over- 
ture of bribery to secretaries or go-betweens." 
" Spoken like yourself," said I, " my Eliza." 

On the following day I had a visit from Mr. Pow- 
is, a gentleman to whom I had been introduced by 
Mr. Child, and who had made many professions of 
friends^p. After tlie usual compliments, he said, 
" Well, you have had an interview with Sir Robert, 
and it terminated just as I should have anticipated." 
"And how do you know how it terminated, Mr. 
Powis 1" I replied. " On your honour, Mr. Seaward, 
you will never disclose any communication I may 
make to you, and I will tell you more than you could 
suppose. You won on my friendship the first day I 
had the pleasure of meeting you at Mr. Child^s, and 
I am anxious to serve you. The minister has two 
ears, which, perhaps, vou may think a very foolish 
observation. You did not speak to him through the 
right ear, although I understand you were very im- 
pressive ; so much so, indeed, that he said ' I must 
know something more of this younjg man ; I should 
not like him for an enemy.' But this sort of Puffen- 
dorff reasoning with a prime minister won't do, 
my friend. Therefore, i^ou desire to gain vour 
point, be advised by me^ower your tone, and get 
the right ear of the minister — which, by-the-by, he 
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hope you will pardon my free declaration, that if I 
am to be pushed by and put off with the answer you 
have now ^%'en me, I will immediately go to Mad- 
rid, and try how the matter will be received there. 
Recollect, Sir Robert, if the king is to have a right 
in those islands, it must be through my right. Yet I 
wish to come to you^for a grace ; but "vmen I have 
grace to ask as a favour that which is a rioht, I do 
not see much grace in refasing a right as if it were 
a favour." 

Sir Robert Walpole. — ^' You are very wann, young 
man. If you were to go to Madrid, they would send 
you to the Castle fo)* firing on their guaida^costa, and 
m all probabiUty you would be executed as an un- 
commissioned pirate. Call on me to-*morrow morn- 
ing at ten o'clock, and I will see w^at caii be done.'* 

I called on the minister the next morning accord- 
ing to appointment, but, instead of seeing him, I got 
no farther than his secretary. This g^atiieman was 
abundantly courteous, telling me I could not see Sir 
Robert, but that he would do everything in his pow- 
er to serve me and promote my views. He even 
overwhelmed me with compliments ; said I oueht to 
be made governcu: of Seaward Islands vrith a hand- 
some salary, but that the hands of the minister were 
absolutely tied : Pultney, and Wyndham^ and some 
others kept up such a continued alarm that nothing 
could be done. However, he could assure me that 
the minister was weU disposed towards me ; and if 
I could call in a few days, he would let me know 
when I might call again. But he insinuated that Sir 
Robert was rather displeased with my freedom of 
speech,. and that he (the secretary) feared, unless 
we could make a frieiui of some person who had the 
ear of the minister, there woidd be no end to my 
difficulties. " Then, sir," said I, " you have no in- 
structions to arrange this business with me V *' Oh, 
bless you, sir," he replied, " business is not done in 
the kind of way you seem to expect. At present I 
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can do no more than promise you my good offices ; 
and I do so, relying on your good sense to make a 
grateful and proper use of them.'' *' I don't under- 
stand your way of doing business, sir," I rejoined, 
" and have therefore only: to beg you will accept my 
best acknowledgments in the same spirit you have 
offered me your best services." He stared at me, 
and, each bowing very low to the other, I retired. 

On returning home, I related to my dear wife all 
that had passed. She commended me for my up- 
right spirit, saying, '' If you can secure the islands 
by direct and honest means, even at the cost of a 
considerable sum, do it; but disdain, as you have 
done, any admission of bad conduct, or apy over- 
ture of bribery to secretaries or go-betweens." 
" Spoken like yourself," said I, " my Eliza." 

On the following day I had a visit from Mr. Pow- 
is, a gentleman to whom I had been introduced by 
Mr. Child, and who had made many professions of 
friendship. After tlie usual compliments, he said, 
" Well, you have had an interview with Sir Robert, 
and it terminated just as I should have anticipated." 
"And how do you know how it terminated, Mr. 
Powis ?" I replied. " On your honour, Mr. Seaward, 
you will never disclose any communication I may 
make to you, and I will tell you more than you could 
suppose. You won on my friendship the first day I 
had the pleasure of meeting you at Mr. Child's, and 
I am anxious to serve you. The minister has two 
ears, which, perhaps, vou may think a very foolish 
observation. You did not speak to him thix^ugh the 
right ear, although I understand you were very im- 
pressive ; so much so, indeed, that he said ' I must 
know something more of this young man ; I should 
not like him for an enemy.' But this sort of Puffen- 
dorff reasoning with a prime minister won't do, 
my friend. Therefore, i^ou desire to gain your 
point, be advised by me^ower your tone, and get 
the right ear of the minister — which, by-the-by, he 
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hope you will pardon my free declaration, that if I 
am to be pushed by and put off with the answer you 
have now ^%'en me, I will immediately ffo to Mad- 
rid, and try how the matter will be received there. 
Recollect, Sir Robert, if the king is to have a right 
in those islands, it must be through my right. Yet I 
wish to come to you for a grace ; but when I have 
grace to ask as a favour that which is a nsht, I do 
not see much grace in refusing a right as if it were 
a favour." 

Sir Robert Wdpole. — ^^ You are very wann, young 
man. If you were to g[o to Madrid, they woidd send 
you to the Castle fot firmg on their guarda^costa, and 
m all probability you would be executed as an un- 
commissioned pirate. Call on me to-morrow morn- 
ing at ten o^clock, and I will see w^t caii be done.'* 

I called on the minister the next morning accord- 
ing to appointment, but, instead of seeing him, I got 
no farther than his secretary. This gentiieman was 
abundantly courteous, telling me I could not see Sir 
Robert, but that he would do everything in his pow- 
er to serve me and promote my views. He even 
overwhelmed me with compliments ; said I oueht to 
be made goveriior of Seaward Islands vrith a hand- 
some salary, but that the hands of the minister were 
absolutely tied: Pultney, and Wyndham^ and some 
others kept up such a continued alarm that nothing 
could be done. However, he could assure me that 
the minister was weU disposed towards me; and if 
I could call in a few days, he would let me know 
when I might call again. But he insinuated that Sir 
Robert was rather displeased with my freedom of 
speech, and that he (&e secretary) feared, unless 
we could make a friend of some person who had the 
ear of the minister, there would be no end to my 
difficulties. '* Then, sir," said I, " you have no in- 
structions to arrange this business with me V* *' Oh, 
bless you, sir,'* he replied, " business is not done in 
the kind of way you seem to expect. At present I 
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can do no more than promise you my good offices ; 
and I do so, relying on your good sense to make a 
grateful and proper use of them." *' I donH under- 
stand your way of doing business, sir,'' I rejoined, 
" and have therefore only, to beg you will accept my 
best acknowledgments in the same spirit you have 
offered me your best services/' He stared at me, 
and, each bowing very low- to the other, I retired. 

On returning home, I related to my dear wife all 
that had passed. She commended me for my up- 
right spirit, saying, " If you can secure the islands 
by direct and honest means, even at the cost of a 
considerable sum, do it ; but disdain, as you have 
done, any admission of bad conduct, or any over- 
ture of bribery to secretaries or go-betweens." 
" Spoken like yourself," said I, " my Eliza." 

On the following day I had a visit from Mr. Pow- 
is, a gentleman to whom I had been introduced by 
Mr. Child, and who had made many professions of 
friendship^ After tlie usual compliments, he said, 
" Well, you have had an interview with Sir Robert, 
and it terminated just as I should have anticipated." 
"And how do you know how it terminated, Mr. 
Powis !" I replied. " On your honour, Mr. Seaward, 
you will never disclose any communication I may 
make to you, and I will tell you more than you could 
suppose. You won on my friendship the first day I 
had the pleasure of meeting you at Mr. Child's, and 
I am anxious to serve you. The minister has two 
ears, which, perhaps, you may think a very foolish 
observation. You did not speak to him thit^ugh the 
right ear, although I understand you were very im- 
pressive ; so much so, indeed, that he said ' I must 
know something more of this young man ; I should 
not like him for an enemy.' But this sort of Puffen- 
dorff reasoning with a prime minister won't do, 
my friend. Therefore, JAjVOu desire to gain your 
point, be advised by me^ower your tone, and get 
the right ear of the minister — which, by-the-by, he 
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does nut wear on his own head, having there only 
the left and toother ear/' Mr. Powis seemed to lay 
so much stress on this matter of the riff ht ear, that, 
coupling' it with what the secretary had said about 
making a friend of some one **who had the ear of 
the minister," I really began to believe there was an 
auricular pivot somei^ere, on which alone this bu^ 
siness, and perhaps all other of a similar kind, could 
favourably turn. " But," resumed Mr. Powis, " you 
have not yet promised to preserve inviolably what I 
may impart to you." '* I faithfully promise," I re- 
plied. "Do you remember," he continued, "what 
passed between Sir Kobert Walpole and you at the 
mterviewt" "I certainly do remember the sub- 
stance of it," I Implied. " Is that anything like it V* 
he asked, putting a e^eet of paper into my hands. 
After reading it attentively, " It is the very words," 
I said : " you astonish me, Mr. Powis ; how is this I 
there was no person in the room." " You are right," 
he replied ; " there was no one in the room but Sir 
Robert and yourself, but there is a listening door, 
or, rather, a person within hearing behind a door, 
who takes down verbatim, the conversation held 
with every one admitted to an audience ; and this is 
one of the niinister's vouchers for the upr^tness 
and integrity of his conduct, which he always keeps. 
And I do believe he is an honest man, and means 
right," continued Mr. Powis; "but he is so beset, 
and finds so much difficulty in managing Parliament, 
that he must preserve appearances, however ready 
he may be, under the rose, to jprant through other 
channels anything for a hope of partiamentary ser- 
vices ; and, indeed, he is so hard driven in this way, 
that he has been necessitated to establish a sort of 
fund, which is fed by such means as I have hinted 
at, for the purpose of securing votes from that quar- 
ter of the world *from whence,' as the Psahnist 
says, * promotion cometh ;' and the treasurer of this 
fund is the person who has his right ear. Do you 
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understand me ?" I thanked Mr. Powis with much 
sincerity for the disclosures he had made, arid gzre 
him credit for the purity of his motives, but stated 
frankly that I could not act upon his information : it 
would be a direct violation of my principles. Ke 
endeavoured to laugh me out of my scruples, but it 
would not do. "Why is all this, my good friend 1" 
said I ; "there is no absolute favour asked. A grant 
of some barren rocks in the Caribbean Sea is desi- 
red, and an equivalent is ready to be paid. Lands 
were the other day granted on the same principle 
in the island of St. Christopher.^' " You don't un- 
derstand it," replied Mr. Powis ; ** there is always, 
in these cases, an abatement from the visible pnce 
which is to be accounted for to Parliament, in con- 
sideration of a secret sum, 6r some invisible influ- 
ence, to keep the minister in power." the problem 
was now solved, and he had nearly talked me over 
into the necessity of compliance, when my dear 
Eliza came in. He now appealed to her, and re- 
peated his arguments. She reflected a few mo- 
ments, and then replied : " It is entirely wrong, Mr. 
Powis; the path is crooked; and, to my mind, that 
is quite sufficient to decide ag^st it, whatever 
might be the result." ** Pardori me, madam," he an- 
swered, "if I say it appears to me that you and Mr. 
Seawaitl are altogether too fastidious to accomplish 
any point of importance in Ufe:" "There is no 
pomt, Mir. Powisi" she replied, ^* of suMcieilt im- 
portance to call for the sacrifice of singleness of 
piurpose, without which aH isjperpleiity ending in 
remorse ; and if Sir Robert walpolfe cannot man- 
age Parliament in any other way than you have ex- 
plained, he must be both a foolish and a wicked 
man." Mr. Powis was not prepared for this honeist 
burst of eloquence, and here the subject dropped. 

We waittKi anxiously for a week without being 
able to accomplish anything, and, giving it up as a 
hopeless undertaking, on Monday, the 4th of Octo- 
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ber, we begaoi to pack up for quittitg London, to 
visit our dear friends at Awbury. While we were 
thus engaged, a lady called and sent up her name — 
Lady Sundon. My d6ar wife was soon ready to 
receive her, which she did with the natural ease 
and dignity that ever distinguish a noble and ingen- 
uous nature. After being seated, the lady said she 
had called by command of the queen, who, having 
heard that Mrs. Seaward possessed some very rich 
gold tissue, superior to anything ever seen in Eu- 
rope, her majesty had honoured her. Lady Sundon, 
with a command to purchase it at any price, if it were 
indeed what it was reported to be. My dear wife 
smiled. " That cannot be, madam,^* said she ; *' but 
I shall be most happy to present some pieces of gold 
tissue, or anything else I am possessed of, to her 
majesty." " I fear," replied the lady, " the queen 
cannot accept of it from Mrs, Seaward." " Then," 
rejoined my wife, " I shall have to regret, for once 
in my life, that I am only Mrs. Seawaxd." After a 
short pause, the lady requested that she might be 
gratified with a sight of the article, and, in compli- 
ance with this wish, one of the most richly-wrought 
pieces was shown to her. She was stiuck at once 
oy its incomparable beauty, and coul4 not suppress 
her admiration, exclaiming, " This truly is fit for a 
queen." I now left my dear Eliza and the lady to- 
gether. It seems they soon became sociable, for I 
found them still there after an hour's absence. My 
judicious wife had availed herself of the occasion 
to give to her visiter a brief account of our ship- 
wreck and of our little settlement, and had also 
stated that our business in England was to purchase 
from the crown a grant of the islands, in order to 
secure our people in the possession of their grounds 
and habitations ; but that, as we could not succeed in 
obtaining it, we were about going away, and would 
try to establish them as well as we could without 
it. In course of the conversation, she sdso mention- 
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ed how we had trained these poor people to the ob- 
servance of divine worship, and instructed them on 
the Sabbath-day. Lady Siindon was a kind4iearted 
and somewhat pious woman, so that she took great 
interest in the narrative, and, on taking leave, prom- 
ised she would endeavour to persuade her majesty 
to permit Mrs. Seaward to present the tissue in per- 
son for acceptance. My dear wife returned her 
ladyship a suitable compliment, and I had the honour 
of handing her to llie carriage, which bore the royal 
arms. 

After the lady's departure Eliza and myself turn- 
ed the matter over, and hoped it might prove an in- 
terposition of Providence to accomplish that for us 
which we had failed in being able to accomplish 
ourselves. 

On Tuesday my wife had a second visit from 
Lady Sundon, who imparted to her the pleasing in- 
telligence thiat the queen would receive her on 
Thursday ; and her ladyship, who now told us she 
was mistress of the robes and lady in waiting to her 
majesty, would call in a royal carriage for her. I 
soon retired and left them together, when Lady 
Sundon very kindly entered into sdl the minutiae 
with my wife, of the honour intended her. The 
dress she was to wear was settled, and the etiquette 
to be observed pointed out ; but there was one point 
in particular on which her ladyship had directions 
to be informed. " What is Mr. Seaward ?" she ask- 
ed ; " is he a merchant V " He was a merchant," 
replied my wife, " but he is no longer one. He gave 
up his business entirely to his brother, and is now 
in the possession of an ample fortune." " I wish 
he had rank of some kind," answered Lady Sundon. 
** The only rank he has," returned my wife, " is that 
of captain-commandant of Seaward Islands; and I 
think I can show your ladyship his commission, 
signed by the governor of Jamaica." She soon laid 
her hands on the document, and showed it to her 



j^yipbip. ^VTbat will do," said she; <<I amglpd to 
know tms ; it may be of importance to you in your 
Introdjuction to her majesty, if nothing more." 

The next day I was surprised early in the morn- 
ing by a visit from Mr. Powis. " You will have a 
ipessaffe this morning," sai^ he, *^ to attend the min- 
ister : be therefore in readiness." '' You are indeed 
very kind, Mr. Powis," I repiied, " and you have act- 
ed towards npie with a constant firien^ship) notwith- 
st^l^ding I rejected your cptuisaL." " I esteem you , 
the more, Mr. Seaward," said he, " for having dona 
S0| ^ijtjhough it proves you have litde expe^ri^nce of 
the world. He had scarcely finished ttbe sentence, 
wh^n a uote arrived from Sir Eobert^s secretary, 
^sirijQg py fitt^endance $it ten o'clopk. I hasten^ 
to dress in the plain suit in which I had pa^d my for- 
mer visit, aja4 was punctual to the appcimtment.. 

Mr. Secretary was superabundantly couiteoufi on 
the opca^n, so th^t I was ado^tted at otnce into 
tjb^ Jipi^ary. Th^ npunister w^ not there, but came 
in pres^i^y by a door that led into som^ oth^ 
px)qin or passatfe— neiihaps this wsus the listening- 
^^x 9PQ}^n of by Mr. Ppwia- ^^ I am |[lad to see 
you, mf. Seaward," said he ; " draw a diajir uear ^19, 
^p we will t^lk pver this businiess of yours." Then 
taking up ^ chart 0/ the West Indies wat lay on thp 
tabici, " Shaw me," he continued, " whepe the rocks 
and islets ^re situated for which you want the grant.'* 
IJiook^ on the cbait attentively a little whue^ and 
then said, " They s^re not laid dovngi here^ Sir Boh- 
erf,y unless Uxe Seraohas are intended to represent 
them." I then drew crosslines though the latitude 
of W 30' N. and 81© W., saying, "this is as near 
the spQt as I can tell you; the lati^e i^ <^arrect, 
but the longitude has nothe^n asoertaiued by obsei- 
vation." He then desir^ to know their extent* 
which I described to him with as much accuracy as 
I Go^ld. " Now," said he, " tell me honestly whal 
is your object in seeking to obtain this grant 1" I 
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told him as before. He shook his head. " I am not 
surprised, sir," I said, *' that you caunot believe me to 
be wholly disinterested ; but I speak the truth, and will 
bind myself not to appropriate any rents or profits 
if^hate^'er from the grant, beyond freely bestowing its 
privileges on such persons as I may select, under 
the penalty of forfeiture of the money I may pay to 
the crown, and of the grant also." " Well," he re- 
jAied, *' I perceive you understand the strong side of 
( an argument-^-the argumeiUwn ad res ; and I will take 
you at your word. Now," continued he, '^ who is 
to estimate the value of this place V ^' Any one 
you please to name, sir," I answered, " if you will 
nave the kindness to settle first a principle on which 
the valuation is to be made." "You are no con- 
temptible diplomatist, sir/' said he : " will you fa- 
vour me yourself with some principle?" " I know 
of none, sir," I resumed, " that will exactly apply ; 
but, for want of a better, I would take the average 
price of the uncultivated lands of St. Christopher's, 
sold three years ago on account of the crown." 
" That will do, I think," he replied: "but how shall 
we estimate the extent ?" " I can supply that, sir," 
said I, " as I have a rude survey of the rocks and 
islands, which can be measured ; and I should wish 
my map, such as it is, to be copied and appended to 
the patent." " Mr. Seawasd," me minister now an- 
swered, " it shall be settled in your own way, and I 
am happy to meet your wishes. I have satisfied 
myself that you are no needy adventurer, and I 
am disposed to serve you. My secretary shall 
wait on you, with proper persons on the part of 
the crown, within a few days, and the business 
shall be done." I thanked Mm for his kind con- 
descension, and ventured to express a hope that I 
might find an occasion, at some future period, to 
show the sincerity of my professions. Sir Robert 
bowed; and I took my leave.. On my way home, 
I ruminated on the wonderful change I had wit- 
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liMs^d ill the maimer and conduct of die loiiiifiter. 
bat ceold not niisfy niTftelf as to t^e cau«e ; aiujl 
my dear wife waa equally puzzled wtoi I told h^t 
of it. 

Oa Th^jtraday, at aooB) dua royal ^anrtagr^ called 
with the Lady Sundon. Elisa waa direaaed, and 
ready to receive her. Ilie two pieces of eiuboaaed 
gold tissue had been wrapped ia a i^mfi Qi white 
satm, thie original curious paper wrapper^ b«ing 
previoiislv folded rovnd each piece } the pareel waa 
plao«i in the cania^^ and I had the honoliyr to bajDii 
tk«^la^eein. 

After their depsa^fM I receiyed a visit ftpw Mr« 
Powis^ He met the carriage just as it tpmed up 
inCo the Strand, and had recoflniaed Mrs. I^^awarq, 
'^ Well, my good frieaod," said he, " I haire €Qm» IQ 
congratulate you on yqur aaecesa with the miwster i 
but do tell me hoiw you ^hjaak il has h^m brought 
ahout.^ '^I osimot tell you, my kind friesid," I P^** 
ptied ; '^ you know, at Uaat^ as much i^ut it as I do, 
and if you cannot explaia it, I have ao gronaid even 
fi^ a surmise.^ ^ It.is i^ry straDgie,'' ot^ed he ; '* i|o 
ear''Hck^tig-^HaOi ptdm^iit^ling / ,bist»" cantinoed he» ^ (, 
saw Mrs. Seaward m one of the royal carriages ; 
there inay be something in thatr^i doQ^ know.*' 
Thus he oontinaed fov some time to agitate the quest 
tioa, and tried many indiieci inquiries to elicit froia 
ni& where Mrs. Seaward was going, and who it waa 
li# bsd seen withher in the rov&carriage^ I t^ld hiiaft . 
I d^ not deem mys«|lf at liberty to speak of Mra, 
S^eaward^s movements to my most intimate friends s: 
that there was a dehcaer eopmcted wUh every $^ 
tftm of a womaii that foroade it : he felt the sebuk0> 
and here" 4^6 subject dropped. 

Af iftpeo o'clock my dear wife setuRi^ I waa 
impatient to know all about her interview, and ^Sr 
gmjr asked her if it had passed off welL ^ Oh« quito 
wott,'* she replied ; *^ but it was ail ceremony^ (^ 
our amral at the palace, wo were received by a 
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genHeman in wafting^ who escorted vm io the aate- 
room. The parcel was brought up by some one, 
and placed on a marble table with gilt legs. In a 
few minutes a lady in waiting came to as, when 
Lady SandoA introduced me to her as the wife of 
Captain Seaward: this second lady now took my 
hand, and my friend (as I think I may call her) 
wsdking by my side, I was led into the room where 
her majesty was seated; and almost immediately 
after, letting my hand drop, she courtesied grace- 
fully to the queen, saying, ^I have the honour to 
present the wife of Captain Seaward to your maje»-- 
ty.' * You jare welcome, Mrs, Seaward,' said the 
qaeep; 'I am happy in seeing you here,' 'I am 
top happy,' I repUed, ' in finding myself in the pres- 
ence of your majesty, and shsdl recollect this day 
with grateful satisfaction to the latest period of my 
life.* I had scarcely finished the sentence, when. 
Lady $undon put ^e parcel' into my hand, and, as 
had been previously arranged, I approached quite* 
near to her majesty, and dropping on one knee, laid 
the parcel at her feet, saying, ' If your majesty will 
b^ graciously pleased to accept this small tribute of 
affectionate loyalty from the hands of your most 
4^ voted servant, your, condescension will leave the 
deepest impression of gratitude on her heart.' Her 
majesty merely replied, ' I have muqh pleasure ta 
accepting anything from your bands, as a proof o^ 
my esteem for a good wife in trying circumstances.' 
Lady Sundon now took my hand and raised me up^; 
a^id then cqurtesying together before the (jueen, her 
'imjesty made a sign that we might retire, which 
we did, Ipeeping our faqes towards her royal person 
imtil we got from the presence into the anteroom. 
Here my kind friend kissed me, and immediately 
said, ' Dear Mrs. Seaward, you have acquitted your- 
self nobly : the carriage is in waiting for you ; hur- 
ry home tp your husband, who will be made happy 
by the account you have to give him.' I took leave 
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of Lady Stmdon, and at parting she promised to 
call on me in a day or two : a gentleman in waiting 
handed me to the carriage, and now here I am, as . 
you see, dear Edward," - 

The week passed away without our seeing her 
ladyship, or hearing anything from Sir Robertas sec- . 
retary relative to the grant. On the following Mon- 
day, however, one of the minister's secretaries made 
his appearance at my hotel, when all the preliminary 
matters were arranged ; the quantity of land being 
settled, on an inspection of my chart, at 7880 acres, , 
for which I was^^to pay 5^. an acre, or J&1970. 

Tuesday, the 12th. £liza received a visit from 
Lady ^undon, who kindly invited her to pass the 
day with her. My dear wife looked at me : " Will 
you spare me, Edward 1" said she " Certainly," I re^ 

Slied, " to a lady so sincerely attached to you." " In- ! 
eed I am," exclaimed her ladyship, taking my wife's 
hand in the kindest manner. Eliza then begged 
permission to go and dress, which she said she 
would very soon do, and left me with Lady Sundon. 
After some high encomiums on my wife, and telling 
me how much the q[ueen had been pleased with her, 
her ladyship inquired how I got along with the 
crown officers in relation to the grant. I told her 
it had been deHnitively arranged the day before, and 
would soon be made out, and I hoped immediate- 
ly presented to her majesty, as regent, to sign. 
" Now, Captain Seaward," said she, " I will tell you 
a secret : the queen has not been very well pleased 
with a certain person for the course he intended to 

Eursue with respect to your Bffdir ; she spoke to 
im on the subject, and soon became peremptory ; 
and it is only in consequence of this that the busi- 
ness has been done. You now know, therefore, to 
whom you are obliged; and take care," she contin- 
ued, "not to throw away your money on persons . 
who may seek to persuade you that the obliffation is in 
some other quarter. The queen knows ul that has 



ptssed between tiie miniatier aad yousself, and b»- 
Inreen you and other persons in relation to the mat- 
ter, and haa egq^reesed her adnuiattoaof yonr spirit^ 
and of the noble sentiments you atowed." My wifo 
toon joined us, and, after thanking her ladyshif) ior 
her great kindness, I handed them to the carriage 
and saw them off. 

At about eight o^clock my dear wife returned, 
highly gratified by her visit to the palace. She had 
dined mlb Lady Sundon, and in the afternoon her 
majesty had desired to see her in a private manner. 
Tho queen received her hSMty^ and listened with 
great inteoest to the partifinhus of our shipwreck 
and anbaequent 0d]rentures,.8nd our imixrovements on 
Ae island. Whcai the subject of my attack on Uie 
iSpanish guarda«4»N^ came lip, my dear wife must 
have put forth liU her eloquenoein behalf, as she was 
pleased to say, of her ^'ba»ve zod genercnxs hus*- 
oand;" A)r her miyesty exclaamed, '^ Nobly donel 
he ahaU have Itie reward of "the heave." As the 
day :began to dlraw to a dose^ her majesty said^ 
^ You must £ome another time, and tell me more ; it 
is altoge^r. a very interestmg story :'' than taking 
ter by the hand) the qneen w&ed, '^ I am delighted 
with yourpneeent i it will mske me the richest dress 
in Europe ; and I desire you wiU accept this from 
me in retum,^^ taking a diaiaoaid .oioas fsom a little 
case, and fixidig it with her own hainds to the pearl 
Hiec^iace my wife woce on her neck. My dear 
'£^a was d(^p^ affiMcted by thiSi signal gracious- 
ness ctf the queen. 

The n^ct mominsg Lady Sundon called again; 
After a fow minutes' conversation wdth my wife,.8he 
Md her thnij; the queen woidd fix an early day to see 
iier ; but, said she, ^* my visit is chiefly to you, Mr, 
Beaward. I am come to save you some unnecea^ 
«ajry uneatsiness, Th» queen will throw aside the 
gi:ant when it is brought to her, with other papers^ 
to sign. Mr. Powis, most likely, will call and tell 
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you this; and as, of coarse, you would feel surpri- 
sed and uneasy if you did not know how it had mip- 
pened, I am authorized to say to you that in a few 
days after it will be signed by her majesty, with 
some special alterationis she intends." I thanked 
her ladyship, and said, " I should be most happy to 
acquiesce in any alteration her majesty might tliink 
fit to make." Lady Sundon smiled. ** I fear, my 
lady," I resumed, ** you will scarcely be able to par- 
don the hberty I am about to take ; out I throw my- 
self on your kindness — ^may I ai^ who Mr. Powis 
is ?" She smiled again^ but not as she had smiled 
before : a sort of oUivering now played about the 
mouth, curhn^ up the angle of the lip. *' I believe 
he is one of Sir Robert's jackals," she replied ; " but, 
to do him justice, he is not a mercenary. It is a 
passion with him to find out eyer3rthing and to tell 
eTerything, in doing which he has done incalcu- 
lable mischief; ftut he still goes on, cherishing the 
vain hope of servinff all parties. Vanity seems to 
be the mainspring oi his actions : he is desirous to 
be thought somebody, and is never so well pleased 
as when he can do a little job for Mr. Paxton, the 
secretary to the treasury, and bnng some grist to 
their private mill." ^ '' I thank you, my dear madam," 
I replied; '* sometimes I have suspected it was so, 
but really could not make him out ; his friendship for 
me appeared so perfectly disinterested." '^ He is not 
exactly a bad man," she resumed, ''but he is true 
to the game he has engaged himself to play ; I say 
engaged himself, for he is a volunteer m the busi- 
ness." " Well, how incredible !" exclaimed my dear 
wife ; '' I could not have suspected such double-deal- 
ing in any man. " " Ah ! dear Mrs. Seaward," re- 
phed our noble visiter, '* any base coin, impressed 
with the image of Virtue, is allowed to circulate 
here for gold, and passes current without much 
scrutiny." 
On Friday I had a visit from Mr. Powis, who 
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caiiie in with a very long face, and after as long a 
preamble, he proce<eded to tell^ me that I had been 
deceived in the quarter where I had grounded my 
expectations ; that, after sdl the trouble Sir Robert 
had taken, the queen-regent had refused to sign the 
grant, ana had thrown the paper aside. I made no 
reply. " Now, my dear friend," continued he, " if 
you would have been guided by me, this could not 
nave happened." ** Indeed, I beheve so, Mr. Powis," 
I replied. " Well, then," he resumed, " be wiser in 
future, and I will put you in the way of rectifying 
your error." " I thank you, my good friend," said I ; 
"but every man, I suppose, has a rule or principle 
of his own to guide him ; and mine says, ^ Keep the 
straight path in all your doings, and leave the result 
to the Disposer of all thinp.' " " Very well," he 
rejoined, " anc^that is the minister! but if you con-' 
tinue in your folly, you will by-and-by be imable to 
get to him by any path whatever." " Thank you, 
Mr. Powis," said I again, " for your good advice ; 
but I was not bom to shine in Protean wisdom, and 
shall therefore leave the matter where it is." I am 
sure I could read in his face, " What an ass that 
fellow is !" After a little more vain rhetoric, he 
took his leave. 

On Tuesday, the 19th, a note came from Lady 
Sundon, saying there would be a levee at St. James's 
on Friday, and that her majesty desired Captain 
Seaward, accompanied by Mrs. Seaward, to attend 
in his uniform, and that Lord Harrington would pre- 
sent hini* 

We were not a little perplexed to know what 
was intended by this unexpected honour, but I em- 
ployed the interval in preparing for the occasion, 
and at the appointed time we made our appearance 
at the palace. Lady Sundon took my wife from 
my hand at a turn of the grand staircase, and at 
the same time I was introduced to Lord Harringtoui 
who led the way for me to the anteroom. He then 
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td*olt me aside, and asked me if Ikttew the purpoiSe 
of the queen in desiring' my attendance at the levee. 
I replied, it was an holiour I had no right to expect, 
but her majesty had been graciously pleased to com- 
mand my attendance, and it would afford me grreat 
pleasure to express my gratitude. ** There is some- 
thing more than what appearsj" tsaid his lordship, 
" if I am not mii^aken ; however, I think it right to 
tell you, if her majesty should hold out her hand 
when you are presented, drop down on your right 
knee, and gently approach her hand with your lips, 
but do not move from your kneeling position; and 
if she should desire you to do anything, do it, what- 
ever it may be." Having said this, he took me by 
the arm, adding, " Now we must go in." There 
were many of the nobility present, and several offi- 
cers, naval and miMtarv, all of whom formed a sort 
of half-circle ; and I had the advantage of seeing 
some of them presented. It soon came to my 
turn, when his lordship took me bv* the hand, and, 
as we advanced from the circle, the queen looked 
steadily at me. "I have the hpnour;" said Lord 
Harrington, "to present to your majesty Captain 
Edward Seawaitl, who, under a commission from 
the governor of Jamaica, commands a small depend- 
ancy on the Spanish Main." ** You are not unknown 
to usj sir,^' said the <pieen ; "and I am happy in an 
opportunity of evincmg my satisfaction with what 
you have done for the service and honour of his 
majesty." She held out her hand, and I did as his 
lordship had directed me. In an instant I saw a 
sword in her majesty's hand : from v^om she had 
taken it I had not seen ; but she laid the blade upon 
my shoulder with the gentlest grace imaMiable, and 
said, "Rise up, Sir Edward Seaward." There were \ 
two persons thunderstruck— 'Sir Robert Waipole and 
myself. I was too much absorbed in my own affa^ 
to notice him ; but Lord Harrington told me after- 
ward, that when her majesty finished her ^dress to 
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me\ Sir Robert looked round him with evident con- 
fusion, to the no small pleasure of some persons 
present. However, like a true courtier, he lost no 
time^ in coming up to me, and, giving me his hand, 
said, ** Sir Edward Seaward, I congratulate you on 
th6 favour of her migesty." The levee being con- 
cluded. Lord Harrington had the kindness to say 
that his carriage was in waiting for us, and we re- 
turned in it to our hotel, quite overpowered with a 
sense of our gracious queen's goodness and conde- 
scension. 

The next day Lord Harrington sent his compli- 
ments, and Sir Robert Walpole sent his compli- 
ments, and our dear friend Lady Sundon called to 
pay us her respects. 

On Sunday we attended divine service at St. Mar- 
tin's, and dedicated our afternoon to reading die 
Scriptures. " Ye cannot serve God and mammon :" 
we began to feel the truth of this saying of our di- 
vine Master. " Let us not, dear Edward," said Eli- 
za, " lose the favour of God for all this world can 
bestow." We therefore prayed fervently to Grod in 
Christ for tlie forgiveness of our sins, and grace for 
future holiness of life. 

On Monday the minister's secretary called with 
the grant, which had been signed by her majesty as 
regent of the kingdom, and she had ordered the 
clause to be expunged which entailed forfeiture on 
me in case of my turning said grant in any way to 
my own profit by the sale of land or otherwise. 
I read it over, and expressed myself well satisfied. 
" I will pay you the money down, sir," said I ; ** and 
there is no occasion for a receipt, for I perceive the 
consideration money, jE^SOOO, is expressed in the 
deed." " It is so, Sir Edward," he replied. I then 
drew an order on my bankers for the amount, and 
handed it to him. He sat a while without saying 
anything, but I perceived there was yet something 
(0 be done. " Are there any fees, sir, to pay V I 
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asked. '' I am directed, Sir Edward, to demand «c 
fees," " But, sir," i resmned, <*you ha^ had some 
trouble in this business, and I beg you will do me 
the favour to accept' this rouleau," putting a p9|>er 
roll, containing ffty guineas, into his haj[id; *'and I 
desire my beat thanks to Sir Robert Walpole, and that 
you will accept the same for yourseOf." He bowed 
courteously, and made some complmaentary speech^ 
which, with our present knowle^ of such this^^ 
vanished into thm air. When he was gone, my 
dear wife and myself congratulated each othejr on 
having at last obtained the object of our voyage, and 
we returned thanks to Grod, who, by his control over 
the minds and actions of his creatures, had accom^ 
plished this great matter for us. 

A gentleman caUed on me the niext day respect- 
ing the fees of knighthood : I made a thousand apol- 
ogies, and really felt ashamed, the matter hever 
having crossed my mind. He poUtely replied it 
was quite time enough, and, at my request, made a 
list of the items, which amounted to £Qfi, I begged 
his acceptance of JE^lOO, requesting him to make the 
disbursements for me, and apply the »irplus as he 
might think proper. He received the money very 
courteously, and psud me many compliments by 
way of change, which I as courteously acceptea, 
and he took his leave. 

About this time we received letters from Awbury, 
and our business being all settled, we determined to 
delay no longer visiting our dear friends there. I 
therefore purchased a good travelling-carriage, and 
sent far our hostess, and requested her to recom- 
mend a waiting^woman to Lady Seaward. After 
some little pause, she. said, " there was a nice young 
Frenchwoman (a relative of Madam Filibert, the- 
tirewoman, who had waited on us soon after our 
arrival), a good scholar and a good mil^ner, and who 
sung and played on the guitar charmingly,*" t]r* 
MrantQd a situation." My wife requested her to sei 
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fiir Mad»B FQflwit and htir lelatiTe, and slie iroiild 
talk witfarthem. 

We felt ouseltes under no ineonaidenible Ql)iiga- 
^008 to Madaat FilSiert. She bad, (m Uie oecasion 
aUoded to, biDOgfat some faahionaMe articles of dress 
for my dear wife to look at, and Eliza had shown 
her some {vieoes of oar gold tissue. She was so 
struck with its beauty that she spiead its fame far 
and wide, and to this, we had learned, we were indebt- 
ed for the first notice by her most g]»cious mAjest;jr. 

Madam Filibert and her niece Rosalie came m 
the evening, and had* an interview with my wife. 
^ I hope, madailiy'' said the aunt, ^ jron will treat her 
more like a compaliion than a servant, eomme ime 
petite amie; for she is of a good fanulj, although I 
who say so am her relative. Her father was a 
Protestant 6li»rgyman of the remnant of the Hugue> 
nots ; birt he and his brother, my husband,^ died poor, 
and she, and I, and my daughtefs have sought in 
your country that protection we 6ould not nnd in 
our own**' My dear wife was a good deal aifectedi 
and promised to be a kind friend to heir niece. Ros- 
alie appeared modest and intelligent, possessing^ 4 
light iad agild figure, and Was, upon the whole, quite 
engaging. The tenns on which she was to serve 
were soon arranged^ and it was sttptdated that she 
should accomjiany her mistress to the Indies if we 
required it. My dear wife was not forgetful of our 
indebtedness to the unconscious tirewoman, and 
placed a douceur of five guineas in her hand. This 
act of generosity surprised the good woittan not a 
little, and, retucnitig a thdusaad ronercmenttf she 
withdrew. 

By the end of the week all our accounts were 
paid, our thmgs packed, and every arrangement 
completed, ana, on sumnuhg up my expenditures, 
I found I should get out of London for ^3120, in- 
cluding the amount paid for the ^prant, and all otiier 
matters ; but, as such an oepaston was not likely 
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to occur again, though these digbursements were 
heavy, they gave me no uneasiness. 

On Monday morning, the ^th of November, having 
sent off our heavy trunks to Bristol by the carrier, 
with two smaU trunks and a bandbox placed in the 
fore-boot of the carriage, and Rosalie, and our fai^- 
ful little dog, and the two embossed ciases inside, 
we set off for Awbury. 

The roads were excessively bad, and we spent 
some time at Oxford and Blenheim on our way, so 
that we did not reach the neighbourhood of Awbury, 
before Thursday morning. 

As we drew nearer to the cradle of our childhood- 
years, objects became more and more familiar, ex- 
citing at every step some pleasing reminiscence; 
and when, at length, we saw the church throi^h the . 
leafless trees. Our hearts bounded with joy: the' 
parsonage-house soon followed, with dear Mr. Gold- 
smith standing at the gate. " Sit on this side, love V^ 
said I, hastily, ^ that you may be next to your father 
when the carriage-door is opened." She took the 

Slace just as the postillions pulled up : one instantly 
ismounting, opened the door and drew down the 
steps ; and he had scarcely got out of the way, when 
my dear wife was in her father's arms ; but not a 
word was spoken by either. My three sisters were 
standing in the baek-ground, and Eliea's two remain- 
ing sisters were clinging to their father and his dar- 
ling child : the old gentleman, supported by his chil- 
dren, gradually retired towards the house ; and then 
my own isisters came up to the carriage while I was 
descending, and received me with tlw tike tender- 
ness. We qiiickly followed itito the house, where 
I embraced my only earthly father with all the 
warmth of filial affection. Fidele had sprung out 
immediately after his mistress, and, now that high- 
er emotions were softening down, the caresses 
of the faithful tittle dog were not unnoticed : every 
one had something to .say to Mm, and he seemed to 
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know everybody and everything, jumping' and dan- 
cing about as though he would leap out of his skin, 
'* This is a happy day for i», dear Fidele !" said 
Eliza, still holding the hand of her father* 

During the first week of out sojourn, nothing was 
talked of but our eventful history. Dear Mr. Gold- 
lEimith hung over oiir story with a neyer^iring avidi-" 
tyi every now and then blessing God for his provi- 
dential care Of us, and for the grace he had vouch- 
safed to put into our hearts. We told our good fa- 
iheti privately, everything that had taken place in 
London^ but beyond him we did flot think it prudent 
to make ahy disclosures ; tad w6 moreover confided 
to him the secret of opr wealth, and all that had 
passed in our minds respecting it. 

On Sunday we hadth^ indescribable happiness of 
worshipping God in the temple of our fathers, where 
^ every tendei^ emotion was awiikened, softening the 
heart, and exalting our devotional spirit. . Many were 
the greetings we received in the churchyard and 
on the way : it was delightful to meet again our old 
schoolfellows and frien(£, and to be caressed by the 
ikged who had been kind to us in our youth. ]^ariy 
in the week dome of the mOst wealthy and genteel 
of the country gentry called to pay us their respects. 
These attentions we in due time returned, but re- 
fused all invitationil; to dinner, Visiting and. feasting 
not being our objects ; yet We Were not of an unso- 
ciable turn, but aimed at higher i^efitsures^ . 

At the expiration of a few days our hei^vy trunks 
tuid packages arrived from Bristol, and we .now be- 
gan to consider what was to be done during our 
Stay at Awbury. My dear wife, as well as myself, 
had always been friendly to arrangement, and liked 
to lay out her time to advantage. We had talked 
over the possibUity of learning French from Rosa- 
liOj whO) we soon discovered, had been well educa- 
ted, and books had been purohased for the purpose. 
Thus We allotted a certain portion of our time to 

Fr3 
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study, and the remainder to business) and to our 
dear friends or occasional visiters. I did not forget, 
meanwhile, to write to my brother James and Cap- 
tain Drake, and to my kind uncle at Bristol, prom- 
ising to see him shortly. 

Having spent about a week at Awbury, we now 
determined to pay the promised visit to my uncle at 
Bristol, and, taking Rosalie with us, we set off in a 
style corresponding to our station in life, and reach- 
ed his door a little before n6on. He was at home 
to receive us, and did it quite in his old way. " Glad 
to see thee, Ned ! Dang it, thee's so fine : never mind; 
so all's right within.'^ I smiled, and shook him 
cordially by the hand. '* How is my aunt, sir V said 
I : the old lady wad not far off. " The better to see 
thee, my dear nephew ; and thee, my dear ^rl," she 
exclaimed, meeting us in the passage, and greeting 
us with kisses and a hearty welcome. The old lady 
now asked us ten thousand questions, almost all to- 

g ether ; and, among others, whether I had brought 
er any curiosities. In conclusion, she thanked her 
niece for the silver tissue sent by Captkin Tay- 
lor, and then begged to be excused, that she might 
see to the dinner, which was now ready. 

The old gentleman began his jokes before the 
cloth was removed: **Why didst not bring thy 
French cook with thee, Ned? I suppose thee hast 
a French cook, as thy lady has a French waiting- 
maid. He woidd have knocked up some kickshaws 
for us." A smile was my only answer to my uncle's 
wit. Then he had at me about my money and the 
galleon, at which I laughed heartily ; but Eliza, not 
much liking the jest, took the liberty of setting him 
right on that point. He, however, made several at* 
tempts to find out what I was worth, but I always 
baffled him. 

The next day my uncle had a large party in hon- 
our of our arrival, to which the mayor, sheriff, and 
other digmimes and gentry were invited, and every- 
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thing passed off greatly to his sdtisfaction. We 
spent about a week at Bristol in a very pleasant 
manner, and then returned to Awbury. 

I had been for some time thinking of purchasing 
an estate in England with a part of my money, and 
hearing, shortly after my return, that a fine property 
belonging to Colonel Tomlinson would be sold by 
auction at Gloucester in the course of the following 
month, I mentioned the subject to Mr. Goldsmith. 
The result was, that I Tisited the estate soon after, 
examined it thoroughly, and was mtich pleased with 
it : it comprised 1750 acres. 

On the day of sale (the l4th of January), there- 
fore, accompanied by my dear Eliza and her father, 
I went to Gloucester. The company having collect- 
ed, and the rent-roll, in which the leases, rates, 
tithes, &c., were mentioned, being read, the auction- 
eer proceeded to state that ten per cent, was to be 
paid down, as deposite money, by the purchaser, and 
that a good and satisfactory title was to be given be- 
fore the pa3rment of the remainder would be requi- 
red. ThepToperty wasthenputup: I bid on it, and 
it was finally knocked down to me at J&24,000. I at< 
once paid down the deposite money by a draught on 
my bankers, and wais . much pleased with my pur- 
chase. 

The next day we returned to Awbury to a liate 
dinner, at which my sisters had been invited to meet 
me. They were delighted with the information of 
my having bought the Hartland estate (that being 
the name it bore), and I added not a little to their 
happiness by acquainting them with my arrangement 
respecting themselves. " As soon as I get posses- 
sion," said I, '* I intend you three shall take up your 
residence at Hartland house ; and as all the furni- 
ture is to be left, excepting plate, glass, china, and 
linen, there will not be a great deal to do to render 
it tolerably comfortable. About the middle of April 
we propose to return to Seaward Islands ; and it is 
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our wish, dent Maria^'^ cotitiAued I, addiessinff my- 
self to my yorungest slstei-, " that you should ac- 
company us, leaving Grace and Aime to take care 
of the house in olir i^sende. On our return We 
will live all together, unless some of us shouM^ in- 
the mean time, he otherwise disposed of^ Maria 
Was delighted at the idea bt going with ns ; and 
the others were equally sd with their pi^o^pectd at 
home. 

On Friday, Mri Wilson, niy attorney, accompani- 
ed hy the attoiiiey of C)olonel Tomlinson, called 
with the title-deeds, which i found to be dju^ exe- 
cuted, and in every re^^ct satisfactory. The car- 
riage and horses were sent for hnmediately, and, af- 
ter taking a ha^ty dinner, I set off accompanied by 
Bli^a and her father j and l^e iwb att6me3r8, for Hart- 
land, where, dn paying the balance of £1^31,600 by 
a bill on Perry St Co.^ I wsls formally put in pos- 
session, in the presence of thred witnesses, and re- 
ceived the deeds : the business bding' thus finished, 
we returned to Awbury. 

There werei no ihmates left in Hartland . house 
except the gardener and his nHfe^ whom I had prom- 
ised should remain. Having been long unoccupied^ 
some considerable prepai-ation was required to ren- 
der it habitable ; but ever3rthing was at length ar- 
ranged, ahd with ihy d^ar Elisa, Resalib, and Fidele, 
I drove bVet to our ilew Abodd. We fouhd the place 
very clean, and t(rer^ miich gmtkied with the im* 
proved aspect it had so soon asi^tnlied. A few days 
before it was all disioider tod glOom^ liow every*- 
thingwas neat and cheerful. The fires werebright^ 
and the i^eryants attentive and smiling. The tea^ 
thinffs were oh the table; and ^le candles ready to 
be lighted ; and my sisters^ who had been several 
days there, to see that things were property don^, 
were right glad to see us : in the coui^e of the w«ek 
if^ contrived to make ourselves quite conkfortiible; 

Tba Monday after our removal^ Eliza's sisters and 
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their worthy father came over to spend the day with 
us. I prevailed on him, during his visit, to take upon 
himself the stewardship of £e property : we also 
agreed on an outline of the course to be pursued to- 
wards the tenantry ; and, in making a new let, to 
take the price of wheat, now 4s, the bushel, for our 
guide. I notified the tenants to meet him and me 
at the house on Thursday, when everything was ex- 
plained to their satisfaction. 

The garden and grounds about the house were in 
a most ruinous state : I therefore hired a couple of 
men to assist the gardener, and had the pleasure 
to see great progress made in putting them in order, 
80 that by the middle of the month we were quite 
settled, and everything going on like clockwork. 

It was not long before we received visits from all 
the first people in the neighbourhood ; and as it was 
reported that i&y wife corresponded with the queen, 
Lord and Lad^ Berkley did not think us unworthy 
of their attention. We duly returned the visits that 
were paid to us ; but, from prudential motives, and 
our love of domestic quiet, we relfused all invitations 
to dinner. 

My dear wife and myself had npw frequent con- 
ferences on the subject of our return to Seaward 
Islands ; and as we determined to sail early in May, 
I wrote to my brother James and to Captain Drake, 
desiring that the schooner might be in waiting for 
me at Kingston by the seccmd week in June. 

The month of March passed away without any- 
thing important occurring, during which we kept 
very much at home, devoting ourselves to books 
and the study of the French language, my dear 
Eliza amusing herself sometimes in arranging her 
beautiful shells, while I visited the gardener and his 
men at their work ; so that our time was spent 
pleasantly, and I had the satisfaction to s^e Aatthe 
grounds and garden would be left in excellent order. 

Thills glided on thus till the middle of Apnl, 
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t^hen, deeming^ it tim^ to prepare for our departnie, 
¥ had many of our artic)^ papked up and sent to 
Bristol, and engaged the oabiii and staterooms of a- 
vessel lying there (the Hera), bound to Jamaica, for 
t&e sum of J^OO. 

My deal Mr. Goldsmith had been indefatigpable in 
his inquiries fdr a clergyman to go out with us, and 
at last he met irith a married gentleman having two 
children — ^girls, one three, and the other five years 
did. He had b«fett tecomiiiefided to go to a warm 
dlimate on acifeount of delicate health, which for 
efofne time had pi-ervented Ins performing his duties 
ais a curate, biit his Stances were too low to enabW 
him to profit by the advice: he therefore engerly 
caught at the pioposal, and even insisted on liot ao-i 
^epting any stipend whatever until we should see 
h&W his health would turn out after his arrival. My 
£ither-in*lalv introdneed the Rev. Mr« Rowley and 
his family to us on Sunday, the 17th, and I liked 
His apt)earadGe and manner very much. My dear 
Wile was also much pleased witli Mrs^ Rowley and 
her engaging cMldreny and we requested iliem ta 
take up their abode with us until we all should be 
ready to embark. 

As our departure was now drawing nigh, I thought 
it quite time to arrsuige matters with my kind atid 
Worthy father-in-laW in respect to the management 
df my suffairs daring nty absence, and he came over 
to Hartland for the purpose. *<Now,^^ my dear 
friend^" said I, '^you will promise to tommy with 
aaildesireydutodo?* He said " I WiU." "Then*'* 
I resumed, '* you a^e to^ receive the tents of the es* 
tate half-yearly, and out of thend payr my sisters 
jClOO, and youiftfelf iTloO." "'For what r^he sald# 
Interrupting me. " For your services," I replied ; 
'<or, if you dettmr at the principle, accept it as a free> 
Will offerin^^ since by so doing you will make Eliza 
and myseir happy, and wo can well afford it." Af* 
t&rbeekatkig a motQent^ he siadd^ " JC200 a year, in 



SAAWAlO^fs NAEJEUTfVU. 347 

addition to what I haye, is t6o hiciqIi for me ; haH 
af it is enough/^ ^' Then) if you {dease, give your 
daughters the other half," I replied, ^' my dear Mr. 
Groldsmith; but I must insist on your taking it, as 
you promised to comply with all I should desire." 
" Thank you, my dear son," he answered ; " I will 
not refuse it, as I perceive you are in earnest." 
'' There are still one or two things more," I added. 
"Let twelve cottages be built, at a cost of j£r20 
each; to which attach three acres of good land, in 
suitable though distant parts of tha estate ; and as 
they are finished, give them tg poor industrious 
families, rent free the first year, but afterward 
at a rent of from £l to jE^4, according as ^ou fin4 
they can afford to pa^. And now, dear mstruct- 
er of my youth and mther of my Eliza," contin- 
ued I, ^^I request you to distribute in her name 
£bO annually, in such sums and at such times as 
you may think proper, for relieving, the distress-* 
es of the poor in and about Awbury and Hartland." 
" I will do it," he replied ; " and God will bless you, 
and the poor will bless the name of my child, and 
the hand of her father conimissioned . to succour 
them." 

On Sunday the S4t}i, as usual, we went to church 
at Awbury, where we had the pleasure to see the 
majestic elm, so endeared to us from our infancy^ 
in full foliage ; and it reminded us of our magnifi- 
cent and no less dear silk-cotton tree, under ^ose 
hospitable shade so many happy events had taken 
place. After service, my dear Eliza distributed five 
guineas among the poor of the village. 

On Tuesday, my sister Maria, with the whole of 
the clergyman's family, set off in our carriage in 
advance of us, and the next morning dear Mr. 
Goldsmith and his daughters oame over to Hscptland 
to take leave of us. After a most affectionate fare* 
well, Eliza and myself, accompanied by Rosalie and 
our faithful dog, took our 'places in the carriage 
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(which had previously retuxned fiom Bristol), and 
with heavy hearts left our beloved friends and our 
comfortable home, to follow the line of duty which 
we believed our heavenly Father had marked out 
for us. 

On our arrival at the inn, tny uncle was there to 
receive us : he told me the ship was ready, and all 
things on board, and that she would drop down to 
King's Roads the next day. 

I had written to Lord Harrington, informing him 
of my intended departure, and on Saturday I receiv- 
ed a kind answer from him, enclosdng a private let- 
ter of introduction to Mr. Trelawney, who had just 
been appointed governor of Jamaica. Everything 
was now ready, and the ship was at anchor in King's 
Roads. The wind did not prove favoural)le, however, 
till Monday, and then all was hurry and bustle. My 
uncle and aunt came to the inn to take leave of u^^ 
and after a cordial embrace from both, and some 
tears from the old lady, we hastened away, and 
within an hour arrived at Lamphghter's Hall, an inn 
pleasantly situated near the mouth of the Avon; 
and there embarking in a fine boat that was waiting 
for us, we soon got safely on board. It was nearly 
high water, the wind fresh and fair, and in half an 
hour we were under weigh, standing down the Chan- 
nel. 



CHAPTER XVL 



Monday, Sd of May, 1737« The weather contin- 
ued fifle and the wind fair, but the parson and his 
wife soon became seasick : Rosalie was sick also^ 
but the two little girls and my sister were quite well. 
TJie Hero was a fine ship, with a UiOble cabin, so 
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that our aecommodationa -vrere all l^t could be de- 
sired. 

We stopped at Madeira to land some merchandise, 
and in eight or nine days after leai^ing that island 
got into the tradewinds. The weather was pow 
delightful; the wind fresh and pleasant; the sea 
smooth ; and the ship, wil^ all her canvass spread, 
going along at an even and rapid rate. In the even- 
ings we sat on the deck^ listening to Rosalie singing 
to her guitar. The sunsets were particularly beau- 
tiful, the majestic oit> goin^ down in unclouded 
majesty, and decorating the horizon with all the 
brilliancy of burnished gold. 

On Sunday, the 6th of June, we made the island 
of Antigua, and passed near enough to See its fine 
Mils and valleys, and rich plantations ; and on Mon- 
day, the 13th, we were off the east end of Jamaica, 
and beheld again with delight those stupendous 
mountains which had so excited our admiration on 
our former voyage. In the evening we were be- 
calmed off the upper White Horses, but early Uie 
following morning the Seabreeze reached us, carried 
us round Port Royal Point, and brought us to our 
anchorage ground in Kingston Roads at two o'clock 
in the anemoon. 

My dear friend Drake was the first person on 
board, and riffht glad was I to see him. I shook 
him cordially by the hand ; my Eliza did the same ; 
and I then introduced him to the Rev. Mr. Rowley 
and his wife, and to mv sister. Martin and Purdy, 
and the two New-England blacks were in the boat, 
and without any ceremony they sprang on the 
deck, and welcomed us with demonstrations of the 
most extravagant joy. We spoke kindly to them, 
and inquired after their welfare and the health of 
their wives. 

We took up our quarters with our former hostess, 
the brown lady, her lodgings being fortunately va- 
cant, and I immediately wrote a letter to the govern* 

Qq 
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-cnr, eiicloBiiig in it tiie me itom Lord Hairiiiffton, 
and intrusted them to Drake. He returned from 
Spanish Town with ftn answer in the evening, invi- 
ting me to call at the government house as soon as 
1 could make it convenient I accordingly set off 
in a carriage early the next morning to visit his ex- 
cellency, aSid he received me in the kindest manner. 
I related to him the partieulais of xayr shipwreck 
and settlement on Seawerd's Islands, in wnich he 
was much interested, and after conversing on a va- 
riety of subjects, he «poke of the Maroons, and the 
difficulty he had in bringing them into subjection; 
hinting, at the same time, that I might serve him es- 
s^xtialiy if I could procure about 200 Indians from 
the Mosquito shove to assist in hunting them dowQ. 
I replied that I was a perf^ect stranger to the Mos- 
quito Indians, but, if he would give me written in- 
structions, I wDuM send Captain Drake in my 
schooner to cariT Uiem into effect, and I waussure 
he would do it, if practicable. .^* Drake is a fi^efel- 
low,"8aid I| '^he served his ^e in the navy, for a 
lieutenancy, but has not obtained promoliiQn : lie has 
been in my service nearly two years, and never made 
a difficulty in anybilsiness on which I have had occa- 
sion to employ him." "I'll tell you what. Sir Ed- 
ward," replied! Mti iTarelawney, " yau stand well .with 
the. ministry,;and' they wUlnotpefusd^you a«matf fa- 
vour. It hais coide into my mind that we can prevail 
on the conmiander^in-chiedT here topjiace your yfioht 
on the list of the navy, and give 9n Oirder to Mr. f>x^k& 
to act as lieutenant in command nf her. Jf wei^anac- 
complish this, your interest at home can v^ry easily 
get the aetconfinned. It will. sejve.Jum, and, save 
you a' vast deal of expense ; ior the vessel will he 
refitted at the dockyaid her^, stores wiXi. be alljowed) 
and Mr. Drake will have lieutenant's pay," • X thaw- 
ed him most sincerely for* the suggestion, ^d he im- 
mediately wrote a letter to tiie commodore onthe 
subject. The result was, that in a few days my 
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got ^ commission, the Poitty was attach- 
ed' to the aanral senrice, and a midshipman, with 
twelve me'n, and an armament of four guns, assign- 
ed to he^. After some farther conversation I re- 
tired, much pleased with my interview. 

We had passed several days veiy pleasantly, re- 
ceiving numerous attentions from the governor and 
ethers^ when the commodore informed me that he 
imlended to send the Shark. sloop of war in com- 
pany withjis, and, as' it would be necessary for her 
to return as soon as possible, he hoped we should 
ind it convenient to sail in a short time. We ac- 
cordingly hastened our preparations, and everything 
hem^ readv earhr on Monday, the 37th, we all em- 
baiked, and in a isw hours, accomp^ed by our con- 
sort, we were clear of the harboUr and fhirly at sea. 
We' had a proenevous run, and on Wednesday, at 
abbirt three o'clock, made the north end of St. 
Geoife's Island, the reef here trending to the south- 
ward : we therefore slightly altered our course, and 
8 little before four o'clock dpeded the channel. We 
BOW crowded sail and hoisted our colours, the Shark 
following our example. As we approached, the col- 
ours on the promontory Went up) accompanied by a 
gim. Our friends on board wiere now in high spirits, 
seeing these demonstrations Of our home being so 
near ; but the hearts of Eliza and myself were too 
toU for speech ; stretching themselves, as it were, 
to the shore, where so many affectionate but hum-» 
Ue .human beings (our fellow-creatures) were wait- 
ing antsciously to bless our return. 

I had put on my imiform ready for landing, and, 
as the Fotgy let go her anchor, Diego made his 
ttpearance m the six-oared boat, aiMl rowed up 
aumgside : we all soon got in, not foittetting Fidele, 
our once only companion on these then lonesome 
Chores. This thoi^ht crossed my niind at the time ; 
ttid, as if to give more force to it, Diego landed us 
d^tiievery spot where he and his fhesuls first stept 
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ped on shore from their canoe^ Our brother ;»^ 
lister were on the beach to receive ns, and close 
behind them our people stood in groups. The greet- 
ing was hearty, but tumultuous : some of them kiss* 
in^ our hands, others embracing our knees^ and Rota, 
Mira, and Anne hanging upon their mistress, shed- 
ding tears of joy, so that, m the general eagerness 
to welcome Us, we had scarcely a chance of ex^ 
changing caresses with our relatiomt. As we walk- 
ed up towards the mansion. Corporal Craig was at 
his station, and touched his hat as we passed, and 
two sentinels he had placed before the door present-v 
ed arms. 

I was much pleased with the manner in which the 
mansion had been enlarged and finished. A piazza 
had been affixed all round, and the iHaiole waa hand- 
somely painted. Rota had laid out the table for cof- 
fee on hearing of our approach, and we were de« 
lighted to see everything in its place, ready for our 
reception. 

Thursday, 30th. My dear wife and myself now 
resumed our hs^t of early rising ; we were up be- 
fore the sun, and found Diego already in waiting, 
and Rota and Anne in the hall. Our first care after ' 
breakfast was to visit the people at their houses, and 
we spent the remainder of the week chiefly in in<- 
specting the different plantations, during which we 
were highly gratified with the evidence of comfort 
and thrift that was everywhere apparent. 

Sunday, the 3d of July, was our first Sabbath 
among our people, after an absence of more than a 
year. ^^ My dear Edward,'' said Eliza, ^' we must not 
suffer the observance of this holy day to be a matter 
of less importance to us now than when alone we 
walked with Grod in this peaceful paradise, in the full 
enjo3rment of each other and of his divine presence. 
But, my beloved husband," she continued, " I would 
not deceive you nor my own heart, nor dissemble 
with my heavenly Father, and therefore must ac- 
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IMiWledt^ that fot a long time I have been sensi- 
ble of the brietsr and thonis wMch have sprung up in 
otfir path-*^e oares and the riches of this worM, 
Whicn have interposed themselves even between 
our nfiost tender affections, and in a great degree 
separated me from a sense of the abidmg presence 
of Grod !'' As she said this she wept : I was silent, 
bat my heah want aloti^ with her in every word, 
and i almost wished that. I were again building up 
^e plank house by her side, with none to behold us 
im out* faithful little dog, and the Eye that delight- 
dih in innocence and humility. , 

There was not sufficient room in tlie mansion for 
itU th^ people (now quite a hundred), and boards 
were therefore placed on brtcks^ to serve as bench- 
ed, under tiie 8i&-oottoii-tree ; where, at the ring- 
ing of the bellj we all assembled. The clergyman 
took his station between two spurs of the tree, 
Where a dudr tvas plaoed for him. The prayers 
#ere read with due solemnity, and there was every 
appearance of a devout feeling m the congregation. 

Mi*. Rowley concluded with a most instructive 
afid itt^ressive sermon, td^ing his text from the first 
chapter of St. Johii: ^^ In the beginning ^as the Word^'" 
ikt: He held up to our contemplation the Divine 
B^ing cteating all that our eyes behold, and lastly 
nian ; and then he proceeded to show that the same 
creative Power, " Ae Word and Wisdom of God^' de- 
scended from beaten at the appointed time, and be- 
eame incarnate in the person of Jesiu; by which 
union of perfect Qod and perfect man^ he was made 
the Christ, full of grace and truth; dispensing sight to 
the blindi hearing to the deaf^ speech to the dumb, fno- 
Hon to the paralytic ; cleansing the leper^ and even rais- 
ing the dead. The preachef also explained how 
these miracles were t3q)ical of Ihe Saviour^s power 
over the destructive maizes of the human neart, 
which bring fonh sin and spiritual death ; and that, 
hairing left his blessed Word to guide us in the path 

Go2 
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of life, he died on the cross, making an atonemcsit 
for our sins, declaring, " It is finished.'' 

The service being ended, my commission as gov- 
ernor and conunandant of the islands was read to 
the people. I then addressed them on their duties 
to God, to all persons put in authority over themy 
and to each other ; and assured them it would be my 
endeavour, as it was my duty, to set &em a good 
example in all Christian and moral requirements : 
that I would make their welfare my chief care, and 
arrange a plan with their pastor for the education of 
their children, and of such adults as might choose to 
avail themselves of it. They express^ their grati- 
tude in the most affecting manner, and then retired 
to their respective homes. 

[We must now hasten to take leave of Sir Ed- 
ward and his Eliza. We have. seen them happily 
re-established in their island home, where, it ap- 
pears, they remained till February, 1744, when they 
again embarked for England. The {Settlement in the 
mean time continued to prosper, increasing in popu- 
lation and wealth, and a vanety of incidents more 
or less important occurred. But the relation of 
these would, we fear, prove much less interesting 
to the reader than the sunple and touching details of 
which he is already possessed. The a&irs of the 
colony, from this period, become more or less min- 
gled with the politics and turmoil of the times, and 
its history no longer presents the same be^iutiful 

Eicture or secluded innocence and happiness which 
as hitherto constituted its principal charm. It 
may be well, however, briefly to state a few partic- 
ulars in relation to some of the individuals who 
have been most conspicuous in the narrative. 
Drake was married to Maria a few months after her 
arrival in the island. He distinguished himself by 
his gallantry and enterprise in the war which subse- 
quently broke out with Spain, and amassed a con- 
siderable fortune by the capture of Spanish vessels., 
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lames Seftwaid continued to caity on bis comnier-, 
cial operations, and also became licb. Tbe Rev. 
Mr. Rowley laboured faithfully in his sacred office, 
and by the liberality of Sir Edward was enabled to 
make a comfortable provision for his old age. As 
for honest Diego, he accompanied his miaster and 
mistress, to England. — ^A portion of the original 
manuscript — that is, from p. 630 to p. 704 — is want-> 
ing. On the 704th page we find the date of 1740 ; 
and it also makes mention of the happy domestic 
residence of Sir Edward and his estimable lady at 
dieir seat in Gloucestershire, from the year of his 
return until he was called to London on public busi-, 
ness five years after — ^thatis, in 1749 — ^when the nar- 
ratire recommences, and in the few remaining paffes 
dius acquaints us with the fate of Seaward Islands :] 

"It will answer no good purpose, sir," he repli- 
ed, " but quite the contrary. Mr. Pelham has been 
sufficiently explicit, and I have nothing more to say 
on the subject." " It is not my wish, my lord duke,'' 
I observed, " to create any unnecessary veitation to 
his ms^esty's government, but I have a duty to 
perform in another quarter. I cannot suffer my 
people to be abandoned like dogs, without seeking 
that redress to which they are entitled ; and I shaU 
feel compelled to have this business brought before 
Parliament if they are to be thus sacrificed." "I 
tell you. Sir Edward Seaward," he replied, " that 
the thing is done, and Mr. Pelham has already told 
you so. Those islands, or rocks, or whatever they 
are, must be delivered up immediately to the crown 
of Spain." 

On hearing this, I determined to make an effort to 
impress his grace with the political importance of 
the place. "The court of Spain, niy lord duke," 
said I, " knows the value of these islands, though 
perhaps you may not. During the war, the com- 
manders both at Carthagena and Portb Bello were 
ordered to take possession of them, and they at- 
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t^mi^t^ la do 80 ; but we defeated their first e^« 
dMoii, e^turing some of their ships, destro3an||r 
others, and roaghly handling those that escaped. 
Atio^ier fleet was sent agrainst us, sufficiently for- 
midair to attack the best of our West India Isl- 
aiiids, bil^t it suffered shipwreck on our shores, and 
with its remains we built Vessels, and pursued a lu- 
crative commerce. Whether, therefore, we contem- 
plate Seawaid Islands in a naval or commercial 
point of view, they are of no small importance, and 
the ^aniaord knows it. The place is close to the 
tmtk of his homeward-bound galleons : it is an «/>- 
trysp&it too, by which his sullen commercial policy is 
neutralized, flagd of all nations, including his own,. 
res(ortin^ thither. And my people have made it 
what it is : it is respectably fortified, fod, still, has 
never cost the English government one shilling. 
Can yon tell me, my lord duke, where Uiere is 
another spot under the crown that can put in the 
sameclkim? Leave us, then, to ourselves. Say but 
1^ wotd that you will not interfere, and I will raise 
a thousand men ^t my own expense, and put the 
Spaniard at defiance/' 

All the compliment I can pay the duke is, that 
he kept silence while I was speaking, and changed 
colour two or three times in the course of the ap- 
peal ; but I got nothing more than ^his cool reply : 
'* Sir Edward Seaward, I tell you again the thing is 
done, and the place mnst forthwith be delivered up 
to the SpaniaAi crown. There will be J^10,000 forth- 
coming for yoxtt indemnification, as I have already 
informed you, and that is jETSOOO more than we dare 
charge on the business. Why will you be so troub- 
lesome? the Island of Rattan has been already 
inirrendered, and every other place, agreeably to 
the convekition, excepting these abominable rocks of 
yours." " This, then, being your determination, my 
lOTd duke," I answered, ^^with your permission I 
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will take my leave." He rose and bowed, when I 
took my hat, and, bowing in turn, withdrew. 

After leaving the duke, my mind was so absent 
that I noticed nothing in passing until I arrived at 
my lodgings in Bruton-street. My dear wife was 
anxiously waiting my return, and in a moment she 
read in my countenance how matters were going. 
'' My dear Edward," said she, " I see you are deep? 
ly affected : were it in your Eliza's power to make 
you happy in all things, you should not thus suffer." 
^'Oh, dearest," I replied, ''it is more than I can 
bear, to see our people treated like dogs, and turned 
over to the Spaniard without the sUghtest securi- 
ty or stipulation." " Yes, my honoured husband," 
she answered, '' it is indeed grievous, and I am not 
surprised to see you thus oppressed with grief and 
indignation. But," contimied she, '' let us look at 
matters a little in detail, and derive from the view 
such consolation as we may : what cannot be help- 
ed must be made the best of. As to the loss the 
crown will sustain in giving up the place, that is 
their business, not ours ; and as to any pecuniary 
loss you yourself may suffer, I am sure you care 
nothing about it. And then, as to the people : your 
brother is -. in England with his family ; Drake is 
rich, and would be happy, I should thmk, to retire 
from a situation so full of anxiety ; Mr. Rowley has 
remitted home a considerable sum; all the new 
merchants are personal strangers to us ; and as to 
the other people, those whom you found slaves you 
have made free, and every one who came there un* 
der your auspices is rich in money, even though the 
govenunent persist in taking from them their place 
of habitation. All these people, my dear Edwai^" 
continued she, *' are in a condition to shift for them-< 
selves ; and not one of them, I sincerely believe, 
will grieve half as much at the change that is await-^ 
ing mem, as you are now doing for their sakes. 
The time was when I should have grieved with you 
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--'When die arettlement wad to us a» a nursing^^ dbSd ; 
but it is no longer so : eveiy one diere is now weU 
to do, and^ if scattered abroad, they are as capable 
of taking care, of themselves as we are. They 
have hot the same attachment to the pkiee' that yon 
have, and they will soon find another home and be 
ffiitisfied. Drake will return witii Ms dear wife and 
family ; most likely Mr. Rowley will come to Eng- 
land als6; poor Rota is no more; Diego is with us: 
and Xavier and his family, wherever tiiiey oo, wiH 
no doidyt do W€U. Besides,^' i^e ccmlinned, assu- 
ming a more serious tone, 'Mt is God's will:, dear 
Edward, that our islaiids should affain become ades^ 
etV^ — but as she said ^is,' she could noC suppress her 
tears— ^' and it is his wiUv I hope,'^ she soon resumed^ 
^ that we shall be resigned to all his deahxigs/' 

My agitated feeliki^ soon felt the soothing influx 
ence of these judicious counsels ; and while enjoying 
something like a return of peace wi^n, I received 
an unexpected visit fix>m the Bail of Harrington^ 
He smiled as he shook my hand, but I perceived he 
was not quite at ease. In a few moments he said, 
^ My dear Sir Edward, I have eaUed' cm you^ as 
your Mend, to advise you to do the best you can 
with the minister, and 3^^d the point. The fact is» 
the government is pledged to the crown of Spain to 
deliver up the islands, and it must be done. I have 
spoken to the king on the subject, but am sorry to 
say that he even showed displeasure at my inter-^ 
ference: ' Tell Sir Edward SeaWard,* said his ma- 
jesty, ' l!he place must be given up immediately ; 
and he may consider it a mark of favour shown to 
himself, that i prevent Ms deputy-goiremdy, Drake» 
from bein^ brought to a court-martial, for resisting 
tiie authorities that have been sent to take posses** 
sion of it in behalf of the King of Spain.'" '* In- 
deed I am sorry," I answered, *' that the king has 
been broujifht to see the matter in this light ; but I 
will be jfQJded wholly by you^ my knd. I have poinu 
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ed out the situation and value of the place to his 
indjesty^s ministars, and yet they persist in their de- 
cision : however, I am not surprised that men wlu> 
did not know that Cape Breton was an island, should 
be so igpaorant as to place Seaward Islands mS the 
harbour of Porto Bello. But the thing, it seems, is 
determined on, and I must submit: you will there- 
fore greatly oblige me, my noble friend, by seeing 
the minister, and telling him that I will no longer of- 
fer any opposition to the order of the government, 
but that I expect he will appoint a coinmissioner 
fairly to carry the business into effect, and direct 
him to confer with me on its details. My only wish 
now is, that the people should be removed with that 
degree of consideration which is their ilue, for the 
sacrifice they are called upon to make to the honour 
af l^ose who signed the treaty that expels them. 
1 exp^t that a settlement will be provided for sudh 
as may choose to go to the Mosquito-shore, on the 
-terms proposed to me by Mr. Pelham.^ Likewise 
say, if you please, that I w31 accept the .£ilO^OO 'of- 
fered me, which I will place at the disposal. of my 
friend Drake, to supply the necessities of the peo- 
ple ; and if, after that, any part of it should remain, 
I wUl receive it as a small compensation for the 
money I have laid out in making those islands what 
they are." "I think this will be acceded to. Sir 
Edward," repUed Lord Harrington, and after a little 
farther conversation he took ms leave. 

The next day, Mr. Pitts, who had been governor 
of Rattan, waited on me from the minister with full 
powers to arrange everything for the evacuation of 
Seawaxd Islands. The forts were to be demohshed, 
and the place then given up. Such, he said, had 
been the fate of Rattan after the government had 
expended jE^ 15,000 upon it. Mr. Pitts was a hberal 
and kind-hearted man, and entered warmly into my 
feelings. He had been much among the Indians on 
Mosquito-shore, and cheerfully undertook to procure 
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a good settlement there for the Seaward Island cot« 
onists. Three successive days were occupied in 
completing our arrangements; and it was- finally 
stipulated that the people should have three months 
to remove with their stock and goods, and that gov^ 
emment should pay the expense of their transport- 
ation : that six square mUes of land should be pur^ 
chased on the Mosquito-shore for such as might 
choose to settle there ; and that a commission should 
be given to Lieutenant James Craig, constituting 
him superintendent of the new colony « All this 
beinff settled, I sat down and wrote a long letter to 
my dear friend Drake, givmg him the necessary in 
structions. I then handed the letter to Mr. Pitts, 
who, after listening to some farther requests I had 
to make, took his leave, and posted off for Ply- 
mouth, whence he proposed to sail immediately for 
the islands. Our business in London being thus 
brought to a close — 

^* Now, iiear Edward," said m^ beloved Eliza, 
'46t us return to Hartland, and finish our days in 
peace.'* 
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